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​Introduction
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God anoints and endows individuals with gifts and talents to serve in the Church. However, some have missed the very purpose of gifts and ministries in the Church. In the Abundant Truth Leadership Series, we will endeavor to present a proper foundation for believers to minister upon. 

In this Publication

In this publication, we will explore the life of Samson, the Nazarite. Samson was known as God’s strong man. He possessed great physical strength through the Spirit of the Lord. He judged Israel for twenty years. 

Believers can learn from his mistakes and emulate his successes (he was listed as a hero of faith in Hebrews 11). It is our hope that Samson’s story will challenge believers to pursue righteousness in their service to the Lord.
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​​​Chapter 1

Samson’s Start
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Samson was one of Israel’s notable judges. His life and ministry are filled with lessons for believers today. Examples of man’s disobedience and the long-suffering and patience of God are displayed in his story. As we examine the biblical record of his life, we will discover pitfalls to avoid in Christian life and service.

Samson’s story is recorded in the book of Judges, chapters 13 through 16. Samson’s beginning was divinely ordered. The angel of the Lord appeared to his barren mother and predicted his birth. His birth marked God’s returning favor to a rebellious nation. Israel had sinned against the Lord (common theme in the book of Judges) and He delivered them into the hands of the Philistines (a long-standing enemy). 


And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord; and the Lord delivered them into the hand of the Philistines forty years. And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren, and bare not. And the angel of the Lord appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son. (Judges 13:1-3)


Like other prominent biblical figures, the Lord foretold Samson’s birth. 

Spiritual Truth - From this, we discover that whatever the Lord calls us to do is His predestined will for our lives. We cannot persuade God to call us into a particular ministry, nor can we persuade Him to change what He has called us to do. 

As Christians, we have to trust God’s choice for the ministry or service that He has called us to do. Consider His words to Jeremiah:


Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. (Jeremiah 1:5)


In addition to Jeremiah’s account, consider also the story of Jacob and Esau. Before they were born, the Lord had already spoken concerning their lives.


(For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. (Romans 9:11-12)


Again, we find that the purpose of God is based upon His choice and not ours. Therefore, we must seek the Lord in determining His plan for our lives because He established it before we were born. Samson’s life demonstrates this truth. 

As we proceed further with his start, the angel of the Lord gave specific instructions concerning Samson’s prenatal care and future lifestyle.


Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing: For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no rasor shall come on his head: for the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines. (Judges 13:4-5)


The angel instructs his mother to abstain from strong drink and unclean foods as prescribed by the Law of Moses. In addition, He declares that the child is going to be a Nazarite who will deliver Israel. In order to understand Samson’s call, it is necessary to recognize the significance of being a Nazarite. 

The Vow of the Nazarite

In the Law, God gave instructions concerning those who wanted to consecrate themselves unto the Lord. They had to take the vow of a Nazarite. The individual who made the Nazarite vow separated himself/herself unto the Lord for a length of time of his or her own choosing. The Nazarite vow consisted of grooming guidelines, dietary restrictions, and religious practices.

I. Grooming Restrictions

The Hebrew word used for Nazarite is nazir (pronounced naw-zeer’). It literally means an unpruned vine or vine undressed.  When a vine is unpruned or undressed, it is because it has been neglected. This implies that the Nazarite would neglect the body and its desires in order to separate themselves unto the Lord. This is signified by the cessation of the maintenance of the hair and beard. 


All the days of the vow of his separation there shall no rasor come upon his head: until the days be fulfilled, in the which he separateth himself unto the Lord, he shall be holy, and shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow. (Numbers 6:5)


The person who took the vow of the Nazarite had to allow his or her hair to grow during the days of their consecration. It was a visible sign of their consecration.

The lack of grooming was not only a sign of separation, but also a means of producing humility I  n the Nazarite. While others were well groomed, they would appear, in some sense, ragged. This further illustrated their separation unto the Lord.

II. Dietary Restrictions

In addition to the lack of personal grooming, certain dietary restrictions were placed upon the Nazarite. The Nazarite had to avoid anything that came from the vine. 

1) They could not drink wine or strong drink.

2) They could not drink vinegar made with wine or strong drink.

3) They could not drink any liquor made by grapes

4) They could not eat moist (fermented) grapes

5) They could not eat dried grapes

6) They could not eat anything made from the grapes of the grapevine.

7)They could not eat anything made from the kernels (seeds) or husk of the grapevine.


Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When either man or woman shall separate themselves to vow a vow of a Nazarite, to separate themselves unto the Lord: He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist grapes, or dried. All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the vine tree, from the kernels even to the husk. (Numbers 6:2-4)


We know that the vine, in those days, was the source for wine and strong drink. These led to intoxication and loss of self-control, which leads to sin. Therefore, we understand that the vine was a representation of sin. The restriction of the vine demonstrated the Nazarite’s separation from fleshly desires and lusts.

III. Religious Practices and Restrictions

The final restrictions upon the Nazarite concerned separation from dead bodies. In the Law, a person was considered unclean if they came near to, or touched a dead body. The Nazarite was instructed not to defile his or herself, even if someone in his or her family died. 


All the days that he separateth himself unto the Lord he shall come at no dead body. He shall not make himself unclean for his father, or for his mother, for his brother, or for his sister, when they die: because the consecration of his God is upon his head. All the days of his separation he is holy unto the Lord. (Numbers 6:6-8)


This restriction illustrated separation from family and worldly concerns. The Nazarite’s separation unto the Lord was to take priority over life affairs, even the death and burial of family members. 

In addition to this restriction, the Nazarite was to fulfill the parameters set for his or her consecration. God gave no specific guidelines for how long, the number of prayers, or the number of offerings during the Nazarite’s consecration unto the Lord. It was the responsibility of the individual to fulfill their vow. However, the Lord did give instructions as to how the Nazarite would end his vow (Numbers 6:13-21).

In examining the restrictions placed upon the Nazarite, we discover that the Lord required a level of sacrifice and religious sanctity and purity, rivaling even that of the priests. Priests were prohibited from drinking alcohol only before rendering service in the tabernacle, but Nazarites were forbidden to partake of any substances and food made of the vine at any time.

In addition, priests could mourn for their dead family members or relatives, however, the Nazarite was not permitted to. Therefore, to take the vow of a Nazarite or to be a Nazarite was a holy and solemn position before the Lord.

The Nazarite, during his consecration, separated himself for the service of the Lord. It was based upon his choice. He could set the parameters for his vow unto the Lord. However, this was not the case with Samson. 

He did not have the option of choosing his length of consecration and service to the Lord. The angel said that Samson was to be reared as a Nazarite and to live as a Nazarite for his entire life. Samson would have to submit to this calling. 

While others chose how they would serve the Lord as a
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