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  IN LOVING MEMORY

of my husband.

You will be forever missed.

March 1987- May 2021








  
    
      Contents

    

    
      
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Scripture
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Map of Angeline
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Map of Dorin
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Rainy's Family Tree
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Ty's Family Tree
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Nadia's Family Tree
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Rainy
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        1.
        
        1
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        2.
        
        2
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        3.
        
        3
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        4.
        
        4
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Nadia
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        5.
        
        5
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        6.
        
        6
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        7.
        
        7
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        8.
        
        8
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Ashlyn
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        9.
        
        9
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        10.
        
        10
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        11.
        
        11
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Rainy
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        12.
        
        12
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        13.
        
        13
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Nadia
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        14.
        
        14
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Ashlyn
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        15.
        
        15
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Rainy
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        16.
        
        16
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        17.
        
        17
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Ashlyn
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        18.
        
        18
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Nadia
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        19.
        
        19
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Ashlyn
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        20.
        
        20
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Rainy
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        21.
        
        21
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Ashlyn
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        22.
        
        22
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        23.
        
        23
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        24.
        
        24
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Nadia
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        25.
        
        25
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Ashlyn
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        26.
        
        26
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        27.
        
        27
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        28.
        
        28
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Rainy
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        29.
        
        29
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Nadia
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        30.
        
        30
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        31.
        
        31
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Ashlyn
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        32.
        
        32
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Rainy
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        33.
        
        33
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        34.
        
        34
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Nadia
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        35.
        
        35
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Rainy
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        36.
        
        36
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Nadia
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        37.
        
        37
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Ashlyn
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        38.
        
        38
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Nadia
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        39.
        
        39
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        40.
        
        ERICA'S ERROR
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Emeric
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        41.
        
        1
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Two Years Later...
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Erica
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        42.
        
        2
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        43.
        
        3
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Heidi Harris
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        44.
        
        Books by Heidi Harris:
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
      

    
  


  
  Scripture


“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, 

but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, 

for God’s wrath remains on them.”

(JOHN 3:36) NIV



We only have one life. 

Make it a life you are proud of.

This life has eternal consequences.

We don't always get a do-over. 
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  1


“Ashlyn!” I put my hands to my mouth. 
My friend was swimming in the ocean. Usually, I would be the first one to join her, but we had plans today. Ashlyn saw me. 
“Come on Rainy!”  She called back.  
I rolled my eyes.  I wanted her to come in, but it looks like she didn't give me much choice. I was going to have to go in and drag her out.
I took off my shorts and shirt.  Most days, I dressed in a bikini and simply put something over it as needed.  
“It's about time.”  Ashlyn grinned.  
“I thought we were going to the mall?”  I complained. 
“We have plenty of time to go to the mall.”  Ashlyn's smile was contagious.  “They have boys at the mall.” She wiggled her eyebrows.   
I laughed.  “We're not allowed to date.”  
“That doesn't mean we can't look.”  Ashlyn shoved my arm.  
“True.”  I laughed.  
“I can't believe Callie and JJ won't let me date.  Weren't they like our age when they got together?”  Ashlyn frowned. 
I shrugged my shoulders.  “Something like that.”
“Well, Callie is the best decision my brother ever made. It meant I got to live next to you.”  Ashlyn smiled, as we started swimming back to shore.  
“I can't argue with that.”  I laughed again.  
My oldest sister, Callie, married Ashlyn's older brother, JJ, five or six years ago. They moved into the Pool House. Ashlyn's parents were dead, so Dad stepped in and helped JJ get custody of Ashlyn when he turned 18.  I remember the day they moved in.  I loved having Ash close by. I'd known Ash from school. We went from friends to best friends in a matter of weeks. Now, we were inseparable.  
“I have one question, your car or mine?” I pointed at my best friend.  
“You can drive. I want to pick the music.” Ashlyn grinned.
I didn't mind. Ash had great taste in music. She could be a DJ like Cassius, my other brother-in-law, if she wanted to.  
“Okay, meet you in five minutes by my car?” I held up five fingers. 
“Deal.” Ashlyn gave me a high five.   







  
  2


“That looks so cute on you.” Ashlyn smiled. 
“You think?”  I looked down.  “I'm not sure it's my color, Ash.”  
“It's definitely your color.”  An auburn-haired teen smiled at me.  His brown eyes were piqued with interest.  
“Ty, leave the girl alone.”  An equally attractive guy walked up to him.  “She's out of your league.”  He winked at us.  
I laughed.  The twin brothers had matching smiles.    
“Why don't you join us in the food court?”  Ashlyn spoke up.  
I glared at my best friend.  “We aren't supposed to...”
“It will be fine.”  She hissed.  “Besides, your birthday is tomorrow. What is the big deal?”  
“Yours isn't.”  I hissed back. 
“It is in three weeks.”  She frowned.  
“Yeah, we could do the food court.”  The second brother agreed.  
“Five minutes.”  Ashlyn held up her hand and pushed me back towards the changing room.  
I rushed to get back into my clothes.  I ended up buying the top.  The guys waited for us outside of the store.  As we approached them, they flashed us both another smile.  We walked to the food court together.  This was not a good idea.  We would be in so much trouble if Mom and Callie found out.   
“What looks good?”  The second brother asked me.  
“Uh...”  I put a hand over my eyes and spun in a circle with my hand out.
“Whoa.”  He had backed away when I opened my eyes.  
I was pointing at The Grill.  “That, I guess.”  
He laughed.  “I'm Tal.”  
“That's an...interesting name.”  
Tal laughed.  “Our parents were hippies.”  
“Yeah, still are.”  Ty rolled his eyes as we approached the front of the line. 
“Tal and Ty don't really sound like hippie names.”  I disagreed.  
They both laughed and shared a look.  
“Tal means morning dew.”  Tal laughed again. 
“And Ty is short for Tyipa, which means moon.”  Ty winced.  
“Okay, they were totally hippies.”  I laughed.  
“Cute hippies.”  Ashlyn grinned at both of them.
“Thanks.”  Ty grinned. 
“When do we get your names?”  Tal leaned against the counter.  
“This is Ashlyn.”  I put my arm around her.  She waved.  
“And this is Rainy.”  Ashlyn leaned towards me.  
“Who has the hippie parents now?”  Tal smiled. 
I laughed.  “It's short for Lorraine.”
“At least she got a normal name to start with.  I kind of feel bad for Tariq, our morning star.”  Ty laughed.  
“Older or younger?”  Ash asked. 
“Neither.”  Ty answered.  
“Not really.”  Tal finished.  
“Wait, there is another one of you?”  Ashlyn's mouth dropped open.
“Kind of.”  Tal shrugged. 
“Yeah.”  Ty said with him.  
“His hair is straighter.”  Tal added. 
“And dyed purple.”  Ty continued.
“And black.”  Tal looked at his brother.
“And black.”  Ty nodded. 
“So is my niece, Nadia's hair.”  I laughed. 
“Weird coincidence.”  Ty and Tal shared a look. 
We ordered and took our food back to the table.
“Do you have a last name?”  Ashlyn took a drink.     
“Dastan.”  Ty's grin looked guilty. 
“Never heard of it.”  Ash laughed. 
“Let me guess, it's a hippie last name too?”  I grinned. 
“Yeah.”  Tal winced.  
“It means story.”  Ty shrugged.  
“So we have morning dew story and moon story?”  Ash pointed at Tal first and then at Ty.
They nodded and laughed.  
“Poveste means story too.”  I leaned against Ash's shoulder. 
“Wait, your last name is Poveste?”  Ty looked at Tal.
I wasn't sure what that look meant.  
“Yeah.”  Ash shrugged.  
“And you?”  Tal pointed to me.
“Rainy Page.”  I laughed.  
“And your niece?”  Tal continued.  
“Nadia Boik.”  I answered. 
Tal and Ty shared another look.  When they turned their necks, I noticed twin coins hanging around each of their necks.  
“My Dad has one of those.”  I pointed.
“Yeah, and so does my brother.”  Ashlyn nodded.  “Must be a boy thing.”  She shrugged.  
I saw something out of the corner of my eye.  Two male hands leaned on the table.  “I've been waiting in the truck for ten minutes.  Don't you answer your phones?  Like ever.”  The third Dastan glared at his brothers. 
“We kind of got caught up.”  Tal looked guilty. 
“Sit down for a minute bro.”  Ty handed him some of his food.  
“Tariq, this is Ashlyn Poveste and Rainy Page.”  Tal pointed to us.
“Hi.”  I waved.  
Ashlyn's phone buzzed.  “Nadia finally showed up. That girl is late for everything.”  Ashlyn rolled her eyes.  “What did I miss?”  She looked at the Dastan triplets.  “Wait, there are three of you?”  
“Yeah.”  Ty smiled.  “That's what we were telling you.”  
“I'm sorry I was late.  Traffic was...okay, there was no traffic.”  Nadia laughed.  
“I figured.”  Ash rolled her eyes.  
Nadia looked up.  She looked at each guy.  Her eyes were wide.  She covered her mouth so the guys couldn't see it.  She mouthed, you two are in so much trouble.  Ashlyn glared daggers at her.  
“Sit down, Nad. Listen to your elders.”  I told my niece.  
“Sure Aunty Rainy, as long as you take the blame too.”  Nadia exhaled and sat down too.    
“Ash is taking the blame.”  I tilted my head at her.
“Fine, yeah.”  Ashlyn waved us off.  “What's JJ going to do anyway?”  
“Nice hair.”  Nadia grinned at Tariq.
“Uh...thanks.  You too.”  He pulled up a chair and sat down.  He sent another glare at his brothers.  Ty pretended he didn't see the glare.  Tal made a face and shrugged.  
“Thanks.”  Nadia grinned.  
“Let me guess...Tariq?”  Ashlyn pointed to the newest Dastan brother.  
“Yeah.”  He nodded.  He kept glancing at Nadia.  
“Now that the whole gang is here, why don't we have introductions again?”  Ashlyn smiled diplomatically.   
“Ash.”  Nadia gave her a pointed look.  
“We're already here.”  Ashlyn told her.  
“Fine.”  Nadia crossed her arms.  She glanced at each brother again.  
“Ashlyn Poveste.”  Ashlyn pointed to herself.  “Rainy Page.”  She pointed to me.  “And the grumpy one is Nadia Boik.”  
“We have a grumpy one too.”  Tal pointed at Tariq.  “Tariq, Ty, and Tal Dastan.”  Tal pointed to each of them.  
I laughed.  Nadia was looking at Tariq.  She had a slight blush on her cheeks.  I think she likes him.  Their hair matched, they already had something in common.  I liked Tal better.  He was funny and kind of charming.  Ty was a little more over the top.  Ash could have him. 
“We're not really supposed to hang out with guys until we turn 17.”  Nadia spoke up.  
“Nad.”  Ash growled.  Ty laughed.  
“Yeah, you guys are cute and all, but we probably should go before we get in trouble.  Thanks for lunch.”  I smiled and stood up.  
“17, huh?”  Tal asked.
“Yeah, that goes for all of us.”  I smiled sadly.  
“When is your birthday?”  Tariq spoke up.  
Nadia looked up.  “2 weeks for me.”
“3 for me.”  Ashlyn frowned.   
“And you?”  Tal asked me. 
“Tomorrow.”  I smiled.  
Tal smiled back.  “Okay, how about we plan a triple date in 3 weeks?”
“Okay.”  Ashlyn grinned. 
“Maybe, unless I find someone else between now and then.”  I grinned. 
“OOO burn.”  Ty laughed.  
“Or I could take you out tomorrow?”  Tal grinned.  
“Nice try. This girl already has birthday plans.”  I laughed.  
“How about I get your phone number and you can give me a hard time over text?”  Tal gave me his best grin.  
I laughed.  “Sure, but I have to wait until tomorrow to start texting boys.”  I fluttered my eyelashes.
“I can respect that.”  Tal smiled. “Can I at least get your number?”  
I shrugged and took his phone and entered in my phone number.  I took a quick picture of myself.  I looked cute, so I handed his phone back.  
“Thanks.”  Tal smiled at me and my heart melted.  
“So who do I get?”  Ashlyn grinned at Ty.  
“Me, Baby.”  Ty winked at her.  
Ashlyn laughed.  
Tariq and Nadia were looking at each other, both quiet.  Nadia had a different way of seeing people that wasn’t like most people our age. It could be because her father was a DJ, but I always thought it was something else.
“You two good with that?”  Ty asked.  
“If she is.”  Tariq answered first.  
Nadia nodded once.  
“Can I get your number?”  Ty leaned forward towards Ashlyn, who was already nodding.  
“No.”  I grabbed her elbow.  “I'll pass it along to Tal, if he lasts three weeks.”  I grinned as I walked away.  
“Ouch.”  Tal held his chest, but smiled back.   
Nadia stood up and looked over her shoulder at Tariq.  I saw her wave out of the corner of my eye.  He waved back, dumbstruck.  
I overheard Tariq growl at his brothers.  “You two are a piece of work.”   
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“Happy Birthday Rainy!” My Mom hugged me. 
“Thanks.”  I smiled.  
I knew I wouldn't have any presents until later this afternoon.  My parents were very particular that we had to wait until after the time we were born to get our birthday presents.  Alison and Callie had been lucky, they were both born in the morning.  I was born at 1:08 in the afternoon.  My brother, Emeric, was born at 7:15 at night.  I kind of felt bad for him.  
“No school, right?”  I looked at my parents hopefully.
“Not today.”  Mom laughed.  
“Come with me, Rainy Day.”  Dad smiled. 
I finished up my breakfast and got up.  “What's up?”  
“A little bird told me you were at the food court yesterday.”  Dad looked at me.  
My jaw dropped. I can’t believe my niece! Why would she betray me like that?  
“Nadia.”  I growled.  
“Nope, not Nadia.”  My Dad's face was carefully composed.  
“Ashlyn?”  I tilted my head.  That was not like her at all.  
“How many times?”  Dad redirected my thoughts. 
“Just that once.  I promise.  Ash and I ran into them while shopping and... it was a public place.  That's it.”  I winced.  
“That's not the point.”  Dad countered.  
“I'm sorry.”  I frowned.  “Who outed us?”  My nose scrunched up. 
“Your Mom, Callie, and Alison were shopping yesterday.”  Dad gave me a look.  
“They were?”  My jaw dropped again. How did I miss them?  
“You're lucky. You got up and left before they caught up to you.”  Dad gave me a pointed look.  
“I am sorry, Dad.”  I looked at the ground.  
Dad hit his knuckles together.  “If today wasn't your birthday, Rain, you'd be in for it.”  Dad exhaled.  
“I love you Daddy.”  I gave him my best smile.  
“I love you too, Rainy.”  Dad put his arm around me.  
“I told Tal he had to wait to text me until today.  Doesn't that count for something?”  I smiled hopefully.  
Dad licked his lip.  “Tell me about Tal.”  
“One, he is a triplet.  His name means the cutest thing, morning dew story.”  I smiled.  “Oh, and he and his brothers had coins like you do, Dad.”
Dad looked at me.  “You ready for the consequences?”
“Consequences?”  I sulked.  “It's my birthday Daddy.”  I complained. 
“Sorry Rain, this is on you.  You know better.”  Dad didn't give me any leeway.  
“Okay.”  I frowned.  
“Your Mom and your sisters went and talked to the Dastan triplets.”  Dad continued. 
“No!”  My mouth gaped open, horrified.  
“Yes.”  Dad gave me the look.  “And they agreed that it would be best that the no dating until 17 rule is enforced until Ashlyn is 17.”  
“But that's three weeks away!”  I complained.  
“It is.”  Dad smiled.  
I made a face.  
“Your Mom did relent and say that Tal could call or text, but he had to wait until after your actual birthday time.”  Dad turned around, and we started walking back toward the house. 
“What did Mom say to them?”  I asked. 
“You'd have to ask your mother.”  Dad frowned.
The last thing I wanted to do, was ask my mother what she said to Tal, and his brothers. It would mean another lecture. I scowled as we walked back down the beach. 
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“Present time.” Dad smiled. 
Mom sat a small green bag on the table.  I hadn't really asked for anything for my birthday.  Dad was amazing at picking out the perfect present without being told.  
“Can I?”  I looked at the present.  
Mom looked at her phone and nodded. 
I reached for the package.  The tissue paper was wrapped around a jewelry box.  I smiled.  I pried the box lid apart.  Inside was a necklace with a green ball on it like Mom's necklace, only hers was blue. I held it up and smiled.  I fastened it around my neck and rubbed it.  It began to glow.
“Whoa!”  I backed up in my chair and looked at my parents, who were both smiling.  “Neat trick.”  I laughed.  
“Happy Birthday.”  Mom smiled.  
“Happy Birthday.”  Dad grinned.  
I was kind of excited for the day, but I really wanted to talk to Tal again.  I tried to push down the thought.  I was slightly bummed that I wouldn't see him until this grounding thing was over.  I thought about meeting Tal and Ty yesterday.  It was totally worth it.  
“Thanks guys.”  I grinned.  “Any other life altering presents, you know, since I finally turned 17.”  I laughed.  
My parents didn't.  I stopped laughing.  The air in the room had changed.  Dad's eyes met mine and waited.  Mom crossed her arms.  
Flashes of memories started bubbling up.  Callie was asking me about Ashlyn while I was building a sandcastle.  JJ and Callie were sitting on
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