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When a person vanishes into thin air without any evidence or leads, the police are usually left helpless to search for answers. After some time these cases will become cold, and the families of the missing persons would lead their lives, hoping that one day their loved one will return or they might get some answers about what really happened to them. The family of Lynne Schulze went through the same thing because their daughter and sister vanished in 1971 and never came back. 

The case was dormant for decades until 2012 when suddenly the police received an unusual tip. The millionaire and a real estate mogul Robert Durst could be involved in Lynne Schulze’s disappearance. Her case received huge media coverage in 2015 when HBO released a documentary about Durst’s crimes. Plenty of dirt from Durst’s life floated to the surface, suggesting that he could have kidnapped and murdered Lynne who was a student at Middlebury College and often shopped at Durst’s store. After all, she was last seen just several feet from it. 

Early life

Lynne Schulze was born on February 9th, 1954 in Simsbury, Connecticut. She had a happy childhood, with loving parents and four siblings. Her family was very close, and they took care of each other. Lynne got interested in the outdoors from an early age. She enjoyed hiking and camping, wanting to spend every school break in the woods. Her favorite place was New England wilderness, and she hiked the trails often. Being an excellent student, she naturally wanted to go to college and earn a degree. So as soon as she was done with high school, she sent her application to Middlebury College in Vermont and got accepted. 

Knowing that she would have a hard time without her family, Lynne still decided to go and follow her dreams. She was a fearless girl who didn’t have a problem hitchhiking which was seen as a standard means of transportation back in the days when the public was not yet aware of the dangers of getting into a vehicle with an unknown person who could potentially harm you. Lynne’s days at Middlebury College were quiet, and she focused on her school work. She rarely missed a class or a lecture, but it was evident that her grades were not as good as they were in high school. This was somewhat expected because she was a freshman and needed some time to adapt to the new surroundings. Lynne enjoyed writing and did it even more frequently while in college. She had her diary with her at all times, aiming to record every single detail of her life and her daily adventures. 

Regardless of the distance between them, Lynne called her parents often and exchanged letters with them, describing her college life as well as discussing her fears and doubts related to school. She communicated with her sister Anne through the mail as well, saying that she might come home after the fall semester and stay there permanently because she missed them all so much. 

The day of the disappearance

It was December 10th, 1971 when Lynne Schulze was scheduled to take one of her final exams at Middlebury College located in Vermont. The subject was English Drama, and the exam was supposed to take place around 01:00 PM. Lynne had already completed one exam earlier in the morning because it was a finals week and she planned to go home for the holidays. When the first exam was over, Lynne headed to her dorm room, stopping briefly at All Good Things which was a local health food store. She purchased some dry prunes and sat in front of the store in order to eat them. She was seen by several witnesses who passed by that morning. After a quick pit stop, she continued her walk back to the dorm. 

Lynne was seen at the dorm by several residents as she returned sometime around 12:30 PM. However, she needed to get ready quickly because her other exam was about to start. She was walking through the college grounds with a group of friends when she suddenly remembered that she left her favorite pen back in her dorm room. Lynne told them she has to go to her room and get the pen, promising to meet them in the classroom. As she walked away from her friends, none of them were aware that this would be the last time they would see Lynne. She was last spotted on Court Street, chatting with another student sometime around 02:00 PM. It was near All Good Things store and a bus stop, suggesting that Lynne might have left the town. 

She failed to show up for the exam which confused her friends and the professor. After all, Lynne loved English Drama, attended all classes during the semester, and studied really hard for the exam itself. The possibility she would simply drop the ball and give up on the exam was very unlikely. Her friends looked for her in the dorm room, noting that all of her personal belongings, including her wallet, were left behind. She couldn’t leave without her ID and checkbook, so this was highly suspicious. They made a decision to report the disappearance to the campus police two days after the exam because it was clear something might have happened to this eighteen years old girl. Campus police searched for Lynne but found zero traces of the girl on the university grounds. Lynne’s family was contacted seven days after her disappearance, and the police asked if she was maybe home because she did mention on the day when she went missing that she planned to take a bus to New York.

It wasn’t confirmed, but Lynne probably had $30 on her when she disappeared. It was not enough to buy a bus ticket or food for all the days she had been missing. The police talked to Lynne’s friends in hopes they might provide them with some useful details from her life which might indicate where the girl is at the moment. One of her friends recalled a time when Lynne told her she would like to fake her own death in order to start over and have a new life. But the friend also mentioned that the context was not serious at all and that she was probably joking. 

When the police interviewed Lynne’s family, they did say Lynne wrote them letters often and that they were in constant contact. She hated to be away from her loved ones and missed them all. Lynne even mentioned she might drop out of college in order to return to her hometown and try pursuing another career just to be closer to them. But they all confirmed that Lynne was determined to complete the current semester and that she studied hard regardless of her future plans. There were also no red flags pointing to any type of serious mental illness or high levels of stress which could have pushed the young girl over the edge. Lynne appeared to be perfectly normal most of the time, enjoying her college life and feeling homesick every now and then which was expected from any freshman pursuing higher education. Also, English Drama was certainly among her favorite classes, and it was unlikely that it made her run away from her life, or commit suicide. Everything indicated that Lynne was kidnapped, but there were still no leads. 

Several people came up to the police, saying they have seen Lynne after the last confirmed sighting, but those claims were not supported by any evidence. As the time went by, people forgot about Lynne and this whole case, leaving her parents to remember their daughter, hoping they will learn what happened to her one day. Her mother and father passed away in the 1990s but Lynne’s siblings are still alive. Her sister Anne was very surprised when the case itself got back into the media in 2015 because she was sure that the authorities have forgotten all about the disappearance. 

The connection to Robert Durst

Robert Durst is a very controversial figure who became a media sensation with the release of HBO’s documentary series called The Jinx: The Life and Deaths of Robert Durst. It explored Robert Durst’s history and all the possible crimes he might have been involved in. The main focus was on the disappearance of Durst’s first wife Kathleen McCormack. However, Middlebury Police Department was alerted to Durst’s possible involvement in the disappearance of Lynne Schulze back in 2012 when an anonymous caller told the detectives that Durst was actually the owner of All Good Things health food store back in 1971. This was certainly an interesting detail that could have helped the authorities finally uncover the truth in this cold case. 

What made Robert Durst a good suspect is the fact that Lynne’s disappearance is quite similar to the disappearance of his wife Kathleen. The two of them got married on April 12th, 1973 when Durst was thirty years old. However, they were already living together since their meeting in September of 1971. Infatuated with Kathleen’s cleverness, intelligence, and drive, Durst knew she should be his wife. Even though the two of them have just met and went on two dates, Durst invited Kathleen to come to live with him in Vermont. He had a large house there and wanted to get away from New York. His family was very wealthy and owned numerous real estate properties all around the Big Apple. Durst was not interested in continuing the family business and focused solely on running his health food store in Vermont. Kathleen arrived in Vermont in January of 1972, one month after the disappearance of Lynne Schulze. Considering that Durst was spending all of his time alone in Vermont, he certainly had an opportunity to kidnap and murder the young woman. 

Kathleen was in her final year of Albert Einstein College of Medicine and was looking forward to her future, possibly without Durst. She was last seen on January 31st, 1982 at a dinner party in Connecticut when she visited her friends. All of them described Kathleen’s behavior as atypical for her since she was visibly shaken, arriving in her sweatpants even though she was known as a stylish woman who never left her house without being fully dressed up. Durst called the friend’s house and asked for Kathleen. The two of them talked briefly, and she announced that she has to go to South Salem, New York to meet her husband. The couple started arguing as soon as Kathleen arrived but Durst claimed he wasn’t even at his house during that time. 

Being a busy businesswoman and a student, Kathleen had an appointment set for later in the same evening. She was supposed to meet a friend at a bar in Manhattan. She didn’t show up, and her friend immediately thought that this was out of her character since she was punctual and responsible. The friend called her apartment but got no answer. They contacted the police next, hoping they could do a welfare check on Kathleen and see if she was actually in the apartment or not. Possibly covering his tracks, Durst called the authorities as well, saying that his wife was missing. The apartment building where she lived had a doorman who claimed he had seen Kathleen on February 1st but he didn’t get a good look at the woman. 

Having in mind the fact that Kathleen was seen with bruises before and they were likely inflicted by Durst, the police named him as the prime suspect. He told them in an interview that she did arrive at their house at South Salem, but she left sometime after 09:00 PM to go to Manhattan. He drove her to the train station, and they said their goodbyes. He also mentioned the call he got from the school Kathleen attended in which the secretary informed him that his wife called in sick on February 1st and that she still didn’t show up for classes days later. Durst believed this was a firm evidence that Kathleen was alive on that date and that he didn’t kill her on January 31st. The law enforcement, not willing to risk anything, took a closer look at Durst’s claims and found them to be fabricated. But without a body and any kind of physical proof that something did indeed happen to Kathleen, they couldn’t hold Robert Durst in the custody. 

In the wake of her disappearance, numerous sketchy details about her marriage to Durst emerged. One of them being the divorce settlement she was seeking. They were separated for months, and Kathleen’s only goal was to finish school and start over. However, Durst was not willing to pay $250,000 settlement and things escalated even further when he canceled Kathleen’s credit cards, leaving her without any financial support at the time when she needed it the most. He did play the role of a grieving husband after her disappearance, claiming he would give $100,000 to a person who returns his wife safe and sound. Meanwhile, he was cleaning their house, getting rid of anything that was Kathleen’s. 

Durst’s other crimes

Besides the possible murder of his first wife Kathleen McCormack, Durst probably committed another crime. It was December 24th, 2000 and Durst was in Northern California. At the same time, his friend Susan Berman was found dead in her house in Benedict Canyon, California. The police found this murder particularly interesting because Berman provided Durst the alibi back in 1982 when he was questioned about the disappearance of his wife. The authorities did confirm that several payments were made by Durst to Berman, suggesting that he was giving her money to cover for him. When he was requested to show up for the interview, Durst declined. Someone from the police called him and informed Durst that the disappearance of his wife Kathleen is once again looked at and that the case will be re-opened very soon. In the state of panic, Durst disappeared from the public view and went into hiding. 

He resurfaced in Galveston, Texas on October 9th, 2001 after the police discovered body parts belonging to his neighbor floating in the bay. Durst was very wealthy but choose to keep a low profile and lived as a tenant in a rented apartment. He would disguise himself as a woman but his neighbor Morris Black clearly picked up on the lie, and he was probably murdered because of that. The judge set a $300,000 bail, but Durst quickly paid it, walking free. But another bizarre twist happened just a couple of days later when Durst tried to shoplift from a grocery store in Pennsylvania even though he had enough money on him to pay for the things. The police immediately searched his car and discovered several items which raised suspicion right away, including his murdered neighbor’s ID card and a map leading to Gilberte Najamy’s home. Najamy was a friend of his missing wife who accused Durst of murder, dragging him through the media for years. 

Two years later, Durst appeared in the court for the murder of Morris Black. Having in mind that he was very wealthy, Durst hired the best defense attorney he could find, Dick DeGuerin. DeGuerin is known as David Koresh’s lawyer, and he is quite famous in Texas because of his high-profile cases. Durst’s team based their whole defense on the claims that the murder was self-defense. Apparently, Black entered Durst’s apartment, and the two of them argued, prompting Durst to take out his gun and ask Black to leave his home. Black refused, and the two men struggled over the gun. The gun fired, and the bullet went straight through Black’s head. Shocked by what happened, Durst decided to conceal everything by cleaning the crime scene and cutting up Black’s body. He used various tools found in the apartment. After packing up each and every body part, he drove to Galveston Bay, dropping Black’s body in the water. 

While the majority of Black’s body was recovered, his head was still missing so determining if Durst was telling the truth or not was quite difficult. Without the physical evidence that could support or deny his claims, the jury acquitted Durst. But this was not the end because he did have several misdemeanors like jumping the bail. Durst was sentenced to five years behind the bars, but he only needed to serve three. He was released in 2005 and was supposed to stay at his home in New York. However, he drove to Galveston and visited the scene of the crime one day. The judge who trialed him recognized Durst at a local mall. 

The documentary and the arrest

While the HBO’s documentary The Jinx: The Life and Deaths of Robert Durst didn’t directly deal with the disappearance of Lynne Schulze, it did raise a couple of controversial topics regarding Durst’s life. The filmmakers dove deep into Durst’s past, covering the disappearance of his wife and exploring the murder of Berman, suggesting that she was killed because she knew something about Durst’s previous crime and perhaps threatened to uncover the truth. What’s curious about the documentary was the fact that Durst did watch the movie called All Good Things which was inspired by his own life and truly liked the depiction. He contacted the filmmakers, offering to be the subject of their documentary series which they accepted. 

Durst talked in front of the camera and discussed everything with the filmmakers which eventually led to an incriminating scene in the bathroom where he forgot to take off the microphone. He was heard saying: “There it is. You're caught! What the hell did I do? Killed them all, of course.” The sentence itself could be interpreted as him getting into the state of panic because the filmmakers started asking some serious questions. Durst probably felt cornered, realizing that there is no way he could get away with the murders this time. He tried to clear up his name, but his plan backfired, and now the truth was about to come out. 

Robert Durst was arrested on the day when the confession episode aired. He was in New Orleans, Louisiana, trying to flee the country. The man was also armed, so the police locked him up for a firearm charge. California requested an extradition since he was facing charges for the murder of Berman in that state. This started a legal battle because Louisiana was not willing to let him go before the trial for a firearm charge. It was an excellent thing for Durst because he will not be on trial for the murder which could impact his sentence. He was back in the courtroom in February of 2016. The trial was quick because Durst pleaded guilty to the firearm charge which was probably an advice by his defense team. He received a sentence of seven years behind the bars.

In the wake of Durst’s trial, several police departments around the country came out to the media with the theories that Durst was involved in unsolved disappearances which were now cold cases. This included Lynne Schulze as well. The local police had Durst on their radar since 2012, but couldn’t make a good connection between the man and the eighteen years old girl. There was also Karen Mitchell from Eureka, California who was sixteen years old. It is known that Durst was in the area when this girl vanished. The circumstances were very alike to the disappearance of Lynne Schulze. The third possible victim was Kristen Modafferi who disappeared in San Francisco, California in 1997. She just turned eighteen and was supposed to start college in the autumn. Durst claimed that he had nothing to do with these cases but knowing his history, everything is possible. 

Possible theories about Lynne Schulze

The lack of physical evidence stopped Lynne Schulze’s case almost at the very start. Even though the Middlebury Police Department did their best to find out more about her life and behavior, there was no concrete proof that could lead them in any clear direction. The case turned cold pretty quickly, with several re-investigations throughout the decades that followed. But perhaps the best lead the authorities had was the call that came in 2012, suggesting that Robert Durst, who was the owner of All Good Things, could be involved in the disappearance. However, taking a closer look at the crimes that Durst committed suggest that the kidnapping and murder of random girls may not be his modus operandi. He did probably kill his first wife, but he knew her, and it was probably a crime of passion. 

Durst’s second possible murder was in order to keep the lie going, and removing a witness who threatened to uncover his previous crime. Once again, he was looking after himself. Finally, the dismemberment of his fellow neighbor was probably in order to conceal his identity since Morris Black probably figured out who he was. The self-defense claim is very likely false having in mind that Durst took a lot of time to cover up the murder and get rid of the body. While he is clearly a disturbed individual, he might not be a serial killer who would target random girls. It could be purely coincidental that Lynne Schulze frequented his store because it was the only place in town where she could buy healthy snacks. 

On the other hand, if Durst was indeed involved, perhaps it was because both Schulze and he were from the New York area. Durst was in his late twenties at the time so he wouldn’t have a hard time chatting up an eighteen years old girl. They maybe had a conversation about New York, and since Lynne was feeling very homesick, Durst might have offered her a ride back home. After all, he was frequently traveling back and forth, visiting his family back in New York and running a store in Vermont. Lynne did mention to her friends that she intended to catch a bus to New York so perhaps Durst suggested she should go with him and he took an opportunity to kill her. 

The local police entertained the idea that Lynne simply ran away on her own since her family did confirm that the girl sometimes hitchhiked and had no problem with it. She was feeling homesick and didn’t hide that from the people who were close to her. However, the fact that she simply vanished and no one ever heard from her again was quite strange considering that she had already registered for several classes in the spring semester. This suggested that if she did in fact run away, Lynne should have come back eventually to complete her first year in college. Even though she thought of dropping out, it seemed like she changed her mind in the last couple of weeks of the fall semester. Lynne’s sister Anne Schulze said the following: “Our family, quite honestly, never believed the rumors that Lynne had taken off and was hitchhiking. My mother, in particular, believed that foul play was involved from the start.”

Some of her friends did describe her as mildly depressed, and they told the police Lynne struggled with self-confidence and self-image. While she was a pretty girl with blonde hair and blue eyes, she was very concerned about her acne. They troubled her, especially when she was having a breakout and Lynne would complain to her friends that she did feel sad because of her problematic skin. Combined with the fact that she was away from her family, there is a possibility that Lynne was indeed going through a depressive phase without seeking any help which could have led her to take her own life. However, this theory is very unlikely.

More than forty years after Lynne Schulze’s disappearance, the authorities are still searching for clues and witnesses that could finally solve this case. Robert Durst is a good suspect, but without the physical evidence or his confession, the disappearance will not be resolved.
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