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Prologue
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On a quiet night in July 1969, millions of people around the world gathered around their televisions, holding their breath. They watched as a spaceship called Apollo 11 traveled through the darkness of space, heading toward the Moon. For the first time in human history, someone was about to step onto its surface.

Then, a man in a bulky white spacesuit carefully climbed down a ladder. His boots touched the dusty ground, and his voice crackled through radios everywhere: "That's one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind." That man was Neil Armstrong, and he had just made history.

But how did he get there? What inspired him to become an astronaut? What challenges did he face along the way? This book will take you on an incredible journey through Neil Armstrong’s life—from his childhood dreams of flying to his legendary walk on the Moon.

Are you ready to blast off and explore the story of the first man to set foot on another world? Let’s begin!
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Chapter 1: A Boy Who Loved the Sky
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Neil Armstrong was born on August 5, 1930, in a small town called Wapakoneta, Ohio. From the time he was just a little boy, he was fascinated by the sky. He would spend hours lying on the grass, staring up at the fluffy white clouds and the deep blue sky, wondering what it would be like to fly. He wasn’t just curious about airplanes—he was amazed by anything that could soar through the air, from birds to balloons to rockets. Whenever he heard an airplane flying above, he would rush outside and watch it until it disappeared from sight.

Neil’s love for flying grew even stronger when his father took him to see an air show when he was just six years old. It was the first time he had ever seen airplanes performing tricks in the sky, spinning, diving, and looping in ways that seemed almost magical. But the most exciting moment came when Neil’s father arranged for him to take a ride in a real airplane. Sitting in the cockpit and feeling the plane lift off the ground was the most thrilling experience of his young life. From that moment on, Neil knew one thing for sure—he wanted to fly.

Neil was not just a dreamer; he was also a boy who loved learning. He was curious about how things worked, especially machines. He spent hours reading books about airplanes and space, trying to understand how engines, wings, and propellers helped planes stay in the air. He built model airplanes and tested them, figuring out which designs flew best. He also spent a lot of time making paper airplanes and challenging himself to see how far they could glide. He didn’t just want to watch planes fly—he wanted to understand the science behind them.

As Neil grew older, his passion for flying only got stronger. While most kids his age played sports or spent their free time watching movies, Neil was busy reading books about famous aviators like the Wright brothers, Charles Lindbergh, and Amelia Earhart. These pioneers of flight inspired him, and he dreamed of following in their footsteps. He also became interested in space and the idea that humans might one day travel beyond the Earth. He would gaze at the stars at night, imagining what it would be like to visit them.

Neil was not just passionate about flying; he was also an excellent student. He loved subjects like math and science, which helped him understand more about aerodynamics and engineering. Even though he had big dreams, he knew that learning was the key to achieving them. He worked hard in school, earning good grades and always looking for new things to discover. He was especially interested in physics, the subject that explained how forces like gravity worked.

When he was just fifteen years old, Neil did something incredible—he started taking flying lessons! While most teenagers were just beginning to learn how to drive a car, Neil was learning how to control an airplane. He worked hard to pay for his lessons by doing small jobs like cutting grass and helping out at a local store. He was determined to fly, and nothing was going to stop him.

Finally, on his sixteenth birthday, Neil achieved a huge milestone—he earned his pilot’s license. This meant that he could officially fly an airplane all by himself! The most amazing part? He got his pilot’s license before he even had a driver’s license. That’s how much he loved flying.

Even though Neil had accomplished something incredible at such a young age, he knew this was only the beginning. He didn’t just want to fly planes—he wanted to learn everything about them. He decided to study aeronautical engineering in college, a subject that would help him design and understand airplanes even better. But before he could finish his studies, something unexpected happened—he was called to serve in the U.S. Navy as a pilot. This was his chance to fly real planes, not just for fun, but for his country.

Neil’s journey to becoming an astronaut hadn’t even begun yet, but his love for the sky had already taken him far. He was no longer just a boy who looked up at the clouds and dreamed. He was becoming the man who would one day travel higher than anyone could imagine—all the way to the Moon.
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Chapter 2: Flying High in the Navy

[image: image]


When Neil Armstrong was still a young man, he had already fallen in love with flying. But his journey to the skies was only beginning. After earning his pilot’s license at just sixteen years old, he knew he wanted to keep flying and learning about airplanes. To do that, he decided to study aeronautical engineering at Purdue University. But before he could finish his college education, his country needed him. The United States was involved in the Korean War, and Neil was called to serve as a pilot in the U.S. Navy. It was his chance to take his love for flying to a whole new level.

At just nineteen years old, Neil Armstrong became a naval aviator, one of the elite pilots trained to fly military aircraft. He had already spent years dreaming about flight, reading books about airplanes, and practicing in small aircraft. But now, he would be piloting powerful jets designed for high-speed missions. It was a huge step up from the little planes he had flown as a teenager. These military jets could travel at incredible speeds, and flying them required great skill, precision, and courage.

Neil’s training as a Navy pilot was intense. He had to learn everything about flying high-performance aircraft, including how to handle emergency situations, how to land on aircraft carriers, and how to make split-second decisions in the air. One of the hardest skills he had to master was landing a plane on the deck of a moving aircraft carrier. This was one of the most difficult types of landings a pilot could attempt. Imagine trying to land an airplane on a runway that is constantly moving, rocking back and forth with the waves. It was an extremely dangerous task, and even experienced pilots struggled with it. But Neil, with his calm and focused nature, was determined to succeed.

When the Korean War broke out in 1950, Neil was sent into combat as part of Fighter Squadron 51. He flew a type of jet called the F9F Panther, a sleek and powerful aircraft that could travel faster than the speed of sound. His job was to complete dangerous missions over enemy territory. These missions required him to fly through the sky at high speeds while avoiding enemy fire, making quick decisions under pressure. It was a risky job, but Neil had trained for moments like these. He was ready to put his skills to the test.

During the war, Neil flew a total of 78 combat missions. Each mission required him to stay focused and use all of his training to stay safe and complete his objectives. Some of his flights took him over enemy-controlled areas, where he had to carefully navigate through dangerous skies. On one of his missions, his plane was hit by enemy fire. The bullet struck his aircraft, damaging part of the wing. For many pilots, this would have been a terrifying situation. But Neil stayed calm. Using his deep understanding of how planes worked, he managed to keep control of the aircraft and fly it back to safety. It was a moment that showed just how skilled and fearless he had become.

Even though war was dangerous, Neil found moments to admire the beauty of the sky. He had always been fascinated by flying, and even in the middle of a combat mission, he couldn’t help but feel a sense of wonder as he soared above the clouds. Looking down at the Earth from high altitudes, he saw rivers winding through the land, mountains stretching across the horizon, and the endless ocean shimmering in the sunlight. These breathtaking views reminded him why he had fallen in love with flying in the first place.

After completing his time in the Navy, Neil returned to Purdue University to finish his degree in aeronautical engineering. He had already gained so much experience as a pilot, but he knew that understanding the science behind flight was just as important. While other students in his classes were learning about aviation from books, Neil had lived it. He had flown in real combat, tested his skills under pressure, and experienced the incredible power of flight firsthand.

Even though his time as a Navy pilot had ended, his journey was far from over. His love for the sky had taken him from a small town in Ohio to the cockpit of high-speed fighter jets. But soon, he would take an even bigger leap—one that would carry him beyond the sky
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