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Praise for

THE SOUND OF

BROKEN ABSOLUTES

from the epic fantasy series

 THE VAULT OF HEAVEN

 

“The Sound of Broken Absolutes is one of the most beautiful stories I’ve ever read . . . stunningly gorgeous, painfully intimate, and magnificently epic. This is a story of war, music, loss, and restoration, and it will touch the hearts of its readers.”

~ The Ranting Dragon

 

“The Sound of Broken Absolutes offers a theme of rebuilding our broken selves. It resonates perfectly. Orullian pours love and dread into his rich novella about art, loss and reconstruction. His tale disturbs and ultimately uplifts with the authenticity only possible from a writer who looked life’s hardship in the eye and shook its bony hand.”

~ PasteMagazine.com

 

 

Praise for

THE UNREMEMBERED

and

TRIAL OF INTENTIONS

BOOKS ONE & TWO

of

THE VAULT OF HEAVEN

 

“Engaging characters and powerful storytelling in the tradition of Robert Jordan, Terry Goodkind, and Dennis L. McKiernan make this a top-notch fantasy by a new author to watch.”

~ Library Journal (Starred review)

 

“A sprawling, complex tale of magic and destiny that won’t disappoint its readers. This auspicious beginning for author Peter Orullian will have you looking forward to more.”

~ Terry Brooks

 

“The Vault of Heaven is an ambitious story in the mold of Robert Jordan and Terry Goodkind. Peter Orullian is a name to watch in the field of epic fantasy.”

~ Kevin J. Anderson

 

“This is one huge, powerful, compelling, hard-hitting story . . . The Vault of Heaven is a major fantasy adventure.”

~ Piers Anthony

 

“A fine debut!”

~ Brandon Sanderson

 

“Great fantasy tales plunge us into vivid new worlds, in the company of fascinating characters. The Vault of Heaven is great fantasy. It grips you and shows you true friendship, strange places, and heroes growing to confront world-shaking evil. Magnificent! I want more!”

~ Ed Greenwood

 

“The Vault of Heaven by Peter Orullian is a vast canvas filled with thought-provoking ideas on the questions of good and evil that engage us all.”

~ Anne Perry

 

“Intricately crafted with its own distinct melody, The Unremembered is a groundbreaking work of epic fantasy.”

~ Bookwormblues.net

 

“Sometimes you just need a big, fat fantasy, and Peter Orullian’s remastered edition of The Unremembered delivers everything you’re looking for: a fascinating world, tense action, charismatic characters, and a magic system the like of which you’ve never imagined.”

~ Aidan Moher

A Dribble of Ink

Hugo Award Winner

 

“The Unremembered captures the unique essence and mystery of music, and weaves it into every line of a compelling and exciting world, while telling a character-driven story that resonates through the ages . . . a work of art on par with the masters of the genre, Jordan, Rothfuss, Tolkien, and more.”

~ Elitistbookreviews.com

2013 & 2014 Hugo-nominated

for best review site

 

“Engaging characters, complex magic, and expertly written—a whole new kind of epic fantasy!”

~ Suvudu.com

 

“Trial of Intentions is a story of music and magic, of daring and sacrifice, in an intricate and believable world, where characters face difficult and heartbreaking choices. Orullian is doing things I haven’t seen in other books, including an original system of magic. This tale will resonate with readers long after the cover is closed.”

~ Robin Hobb

 

“Peter Orullian’s Trial of Intentions is a book enormous in scope and in intricacy, with a welter of political, cultural, and magical intrigues, behind which lies the role of song in preserving a myriad of cultures, all of which disagree with each other to some extent, even as it becomes apparent to the reader that, without some degree of cooperation, all will suffer, if not perish. A challenging story about challenged cultures, and one well-told.”

~ L. E. Modesitt, Jr.

 

“Peter Orullian is a master of dark chocolate fantasy; bitter, harsh and sweet at once. Trial of Intentions grabs us firmly by the breastplate and challenges us to face a world of moral contradictions, stunning characters and harsh choices. An unflinching fantasy.”

~ Tracy Hickman

 

“Trial of Intentions is a grand novel, with strong worldbuilding and a sweeping cast of distinctive characters. Orullian is a promising writer, and I look forward to seeing where he takes us in the future.”

~ Brandon Sanderson
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To my son, Alex Orullian

Because he makes me laugh


 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

 

 

There are always so many people to thank when it gets right down to it. And that list can stretch all the way back into childhood. But I’d like to go a simpler route this time around. I’d like to thank just one person: Jordan Rudess.

 

It may be a surprise to anyone reading this novella that I’d thank the man who made it possible. But my thanks isn’t about the opportunity to write a story to his amazing new album, Wired for Madness. Instead, my thanks is to a guy who has always been accepting and encouraging. He listens when you talk; he responds thoughtfully. He’s calm when so much seems frenzied.

 

I want to acknowledge Jordan because he’s always been a good friend—supportive, willing, and happy for others’ success. Taken together, this is rare, at least in my experience. And I wanted him to know that he’s influenced my life for the better. All of which made it an honor to write a story first begun in his creative mind.

 

So, thank you, Jordan. You’re top drawer.


 

 

 

A NOTE FROM JORDAN

 

 

The concept for "Wired for Madness" came to me pretty organically. It's a description I've often attributed to myself and the way my brain processes and creates on a sonic level. My initial idea was to write an epic musical composition around the concept. I had a seed of the story in my mind. It was to be a futuristic vision of someone who, in the throes of mental and physical decline, decides to undergo a new medical procedure that would computerize a large fraction of his being, therefore effectively relinquishing some of the tasks he was no longer humanly capable of managing to the powers of the "machine."

For the past several decades, my dear friend Shem Cohen has been an incredible source of inspiration, creativity, and support for me both personally and professionally. His artistic insight was critical to the realization of "Wired for Madness."

I'm both thrilled and extremely impressed that Peter was able to transform this musical pandemonium into a book. It’s a wild ride and you are in for an awesome adventure!

Thank you to my beautiful family, my wife Danielle and daughters Ariana and Kayla, for ceaselessly supporting me on my creative journey, and thank you to Shem Cohen, who has been a pillar of inspiration and support for the past 40 years.

 

Wired For Madness,

Jordan
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