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    Curatorial Vision
This collection brings together the founding declaration of political purpose, the constitutional framework that implemented it, the rights that immediately qualified power, the subsequent amendments that recalibrated governance across two centuries, the analytic essays known as The Federalist Papers, and early inaugural speeches by George Washington, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson. Presented in concert, these texts chart the movement from revolutionary assertion to institutional design and civic leadership. The through-line is the claim that legitimate authority arises from the people and must be bounded by structure and rights. The selection illuminates how ideals, mechanisms, and statesmanship reinforce, challenge, and refine one another.
Together, the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the later Amendments articulate a philosophy of consent tempered by institutional restraint. The Federalist Papers supply reasoning about union, representation, and separated powers, while inaugural speeches demonstrate how presidents translate abstract principles into public commitments. The presence of Benjamin Franklin and James Madison within this constellation signals the connection between revolutionary argument and constitutional craft. The U.S. Government’s texts mark the collective voice through which authority is invoked. Across genres, the overarching theme is ordered liberty: a freedom sustained by design, deliberation, and continuous public accountability.
The aim is to trace an arc from justification to mechanism to lived practice. The Declaration announces purposes and grievances; the Constitution builds a durable structure; the Bill of Rights and subsequent Amendments recalibrate power to secure liberty; The Federalist Papers argue for the system’s logic; inaugural speeches enact responsibility through oath and address. By aligning these forms, the collection underscores a persistent motif: freedom requires architecture and renewal. Readers encounter not isolated statements but a layered conversation in which theory meets procedure and leadership. The result is a coherent map of American self-government’s founding vocabulary and recurring tests.
Unlike standalone presentations of a single document, this gathering invites comparative readings across declaration, charter, rights, later revisions, and presidential vows. The juxtaposition clarifies how claims of equality and consent are converted into institutions and then revisited as circumstances evolve. It also situates early executive rhetoric alongside the constitutional responsibilities it affirms. The Federalist Papers serve as connective tissue, articulating arguments that anticipate both legal design and civic expectation. Bringing these texts together emphasizes coherence and contingency at once, encouraging attention to how principles, structures, and leadership jointly shape the national experiment over time.
Thematic & Aesthetic Interplay
The Declaration’s cadence of universal claims resonates with the Constitution’s careful enumeration of powers, revealing an interplay between aspiration and restraint. The Bill of Rights translates the moral tenor of the Declaration into concrete safeguards, while the later Amendments register historical adjustments that keep the framework responsive. The Federalist Papers mediate between philosophy and practice, testing assumptions against experience and collective security. Inaugural speeches by George Washington, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson convert these legal and theoretical commitments into public pledges, modeling prudence, unity, and accountability. Each text answers others, extending, delimiting, or reframing the meaning of self-rule.
Recurring motifs include consent of the governed, the balance between liberty and order, and the necessity of union for security and prosperity. The Constitution’s separation of powers becomes a structural symbol of distrust married to cooperation, while the Bill of Rights signals the primacy of individual conscience and due process. The Federalist Papers repeatedly contemplate the dangers of faction and the advantages of an extended republic. Inaugural addresses return to humility, civic virtue, and national reconciliation. Across the corpus, moral dilemmas arise when safeguarding freedom requires energetic authority; the texts weigh prudence, limits, and accountability as complementary checks.
Genre and tone vary sharply, creating productive friction. The Declaration is a concise, principled indictment, whereas the Constitution is terse, procedural, and forward-looking. The Bill of Rights is prescriptive; the Amendments mark iterative recalibration. The Federalist Papers adopt an analytic, persuasive voice, dissecting representation, federalism, and executive power. In contrast, inaugural oratory is ceremonial and conciliatory, translating theory into exhortation. James Madison’s constitutional advocacy echoes through these essays, while Thomas Jefferson’s inaugural rhetoric of civil harmony answers revolutionary stresses with republican moderation. John Adams emphasizes lawfulness amid transition. George Washington models measured authority, reinforcing constitutional restraint and national unity.
Influence runs in both directions across the volume. Arguments articulated in The Federalist Papers anticipate constitutional debates about representation and executive responsibility, later echoed in the cadence of inaugural pledges to preserve the Constitution. The Bill of Rights converses implicitly with those arguments by specifying limits on power the essays defend in principle. Amendments provide retrospective commentary on the original framework, demonstrating how popular sovereignty revises prior settlements without abandoning first principles. The Declaration’s language of equality continues to supply a moral compass for later texts, which translate its general claims into institutional obligations and civic promises.
Enduring Impact & Critical Reception
These works remain vital because they define a vocabulary for arguing about power, rights, and responsibility. Contemporary disputes over speech, representation, federal authority, and executive discretion still turn on constitutional text, rights guarantees, and the interpretive arguments exemplified by The Federalist Papers. The Declaration continues to articulate an ideal of equality that informs public reasoning. Inaugural addresses model how leaders situate policy within principle. Together, the materials offer a durable framework for deliberation, testing each generation’s commitments against the founding architecture and its subsequent refinement through Amendments. The enduring relevance lies in their balance of authority and liberty.
Across civic life and scholarship, the Constitution is treated as a foundational charter, the Declaration as a statement of political first principles, and The Federalist Papers as a classic exposition of republican design. The Bill of Rights and later Amendments serve as the touchstone for debates over personal liberty and governmental scope. Inaugural speeches provide an interpretive lens, offering early examples of constitutional leadership under scrutiny. This convergence has generated widely recognized milestones in interpretation and public understanding, from institutional practices to landmark discussions in law and political thought, reinforcing the texts’ status as shared reference points.
The afterlives of these texts permeate culture, education, and public rituals. They are quoted in court arguments and civic ceremonies, adapted in school debates and public art, and contested in ideological movements across the spectrum. The Declaration’s phrasing of equality and rights invites renewal and critique alike. Constitutional provisions inspire institutional reforms, while Amendments stimulate discussion of inclusion and participation. The Federalist Papers nourish analytical traditions in law and political theory. Inaugural addresses model the rhetoric of obligation. This broad circulation sustains an ongoing conversation in which ideals meet practice and principle contends with changing circumstances.
Placed together, these documents enable a layered understanding of American constitutionalism as idea, structure, and civic art. The progression from the Declaration to the Constitution, through the Bill of Rights and subsequent Amendments, framed by The Federalist Papers and early inaugurals, reveals a dynamic tradition that prizes both stability and correction. The collection’s value lies in showing how different genres sustain a single project: government by consent under law. By reading across forms and moments, one sees the recurring task of aligning power with principle, and the enduring expectation that leadership be answerable to the nation’s foundational commitments.
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    Socio-Political Landscape
The anthology’s earliest texts arise from an imperial crisis that transformed colonial grievances into a revolutionary program. The Declaration of Independence speaks from a world of provincial assemblies, royal governors, and commercial regulations that colonists judged unjust. Military mobilization, boycotts, and new committees of safety reshaped local power, while debates over allegiance split households and regions. The revolutionary claim of legitimate self-government, proclaimed in 1776, fostered rapid state constitution making and experiments with popular sovereignty. Within this ferment, the Declaration becomes both a diplomatic brief and a domestic pledge, prefiguring later arguments about representation, consent, and accountability that echo across every subsequent document in this collection.
War-time exigencies and the first national framework under the Articles of Confederation form the background to the Constitution and The Federalist Papers. Coordination problems—financing the army, securing supplies, negotiating with allies, managing western lands—exposed the limits of a loose league. States guarded tax powers and trade policies, while Congress struggled to act. The experience of independence thus revealed the paradox of liberty without capacity. It is within this crucible that calls for a more effective union grew. The Philadelphia Convention’s product—later defended by Publius—promised energy, stability, and a structure for channeling political conflict without sacrificing republican legitimacy.
Peace brought a different turmoil: debt crises, currency instability, and disputes over interstate commerce and navigation. Farmers, merchants, and creditors faced conflicting state remedies; petitions multiplied; and a famous tax revolt in Massachusetts dramatized fears of anarchy. Many who had championed rights now worried about the republic’s durability. The push for a new constitutional settlement joined pragmatic concerns with larger arguments about federal authority. The resulting Constitution became the hinge between revolutionary ideals and administrative necessity, translating diffuse sovereignty into a system of enumerated powers, balanced branches, and a national government capable of acting—yet answerable to the people through elections and layered representation.
Ratification unfolded through state conventions that served as theaters of public pedagogy. The Federalist Papers, penned as Publius by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay, sought to persuade hesitant citizens that the proposed machinery would curb faction, fortify liberty, and preserve the states within a larger union. Their interlocutors warned of consolidation and the dangers of an unbounded central authority. The very intensity of this debate accelerated a settlement: the early promise to add a bill of rights. Thus, victory in ratification did not end contestation; it rechanneled it into the amendment process, inaugurating a tradition of corrective refinement.
The first federal administration tested constitutional possibilities in real time. George Washington’s 1789 inaugural linked republican virtue to institutional restraint, appealing to Congress and citizens for cooperation. The First Congress organized the judiciary, revenue, and executive departments, and proposed amendments that became the Bill of Rights in 1791. Washington’s second inaugural, in 1793, appeared amid European wars that threatened to entangle the new republic. Neutrality, domestic taxation controversies, and negotiation with foreign powers pressed the boundary between legislative design and executive judgment. Precedents set in this period—often modest in tone—proved monumental in practice and interpretation.
By 1797, partisan rivalries had hardened into rival visions of the republic’s trajectory. John Adams’s inaugural speech confronted an unsteady international environment and a fractious domestic climate. Questions of executive independence, civil liberties, and maritime defense sharpened debates over constitutional fidelity and political dissent. Laws and prosecutions tested the breadth of federal power, while public opinion—organized through newspapers and societies—became an actor in its own right. Adams sought to reconcile firmness with restraint, promising peace with honor and discipline without tyranny. His predicament revealed the Constitution’s capacity to channel conflict yet also its dependence on civic forbearance and institutional self-limitation.
Thomas Jefferson’s inaugurals in 1801 and 1805 framed a transfer of power as a vindication of constitutionalism. The election of 1800, resolved within constitutional forms, affirmed that parties could alternate in office without violence. Jefferson emphasized conciliation, civil liberties, fiscal frugality, and decentralized administration, while accepting the national framework he had once criticized. Territorial expansion, frontier security, and commercial policy posed new tests for federal authority, even as he championed limited government. Jefferson’s rhetoric of unity and rights, paired with pragmatic governance, revealed a dynamic equilibrium: constitutional forms adjust to novel circumstances while preserving the revolution’s promise of popular self-rule.

Intellectual & Aesthetic Currents
The texts are steeped in an age that prized reasoned inquiry, natural rights, and empirical argument. The Declaration of Independence models a syllogistic structure: a universal premise about equal rights, evidence of violations, and a conclusion asserting self-government. Its cadence marries legal brief to civic sermon. That language saturates the Constitution’s sober architecture and the Bill of Rights’ protective clauses. Appeals to consent, accountability, and public happiness flow from a philosophy that treated political authority as contingent and revocable. Even when passions ran high, writers and speakers in this collection cast their claims as measured, rational, and publicly examinable.
Classical republicanism—concerned with civic virtue, balanced orders, and mixed constitutions—left a strong mark on institutional design and rhetoric alike. Separation of powers and federalism made ambition counteract ambition, while an extended republic aimed to refine public views. The Federalist Papers articulate this synthesis with relentless logic, turning the machinery of government into an argument for liberty. They defend representation not as a betrayal of democracy but as a mechanism for deliberation. The constitutional text, terse and abstract, invites that argumentative gloss, while its enumerated powers and prohibitions encode lessons drawn from ancient examples adapted to a continental scale.
Print culture and publicity shaped both style and strategy. Newspapers, broadsides, and reprinted letters stitched together distant communities into a single argumentative arena. Publishing under the collective signature Publius, Hamilton, Madison, and Jay harnessed pseudonymity to focus attention on reasons, not reputations. Circulation networks rewarded lucid compression, logical sequencing, and citation of shared experience. In this setting, persuasion became a civic art: citizens were asked to weigh claims as jurors of the commonwealth. The anthology’s essays demonstrate how a federated public sphere can be built through typography, timing, and repetition, even before a stable national identity fully cohered.
The inaugural addresses exemplify executive eloquence calibrated to reassure and instruct. Washington’s restrained diction stakes legitimacy on duty, precedent, and humility. Adams’s learned density, wary of faction, invokes prudence and firmness under law. Jefferson’s plain style seeks reconciliation, drawing distinctions between principle and policy while promising civil and religious liberty. These oratorical choices are not ornament alone; they encode distinct theories of executive power and public accountability. Together, the speeches display a republican aesthetics of measure—authority authenticated through modulation—while admitting that crises may demand energy, clarity, and resolve within constitutional bounds.
The Constitution and amendments reveal a drafting sensibility attuned to both precision and generative ambiguity. The Bill of Rights fixes certain freedoms in unadorned clauses designed for broad application, inviting future specification through practice. Later amendments, from 1792 to 1991, show an iterative design ethos: defects corrected, powers clarified, constituencies expanded. The Federalist Papers operate as an interpretive companion, offering a framework for reconciling textual brevity with institutional complexity. Across the anthology, legal language alternates between rule and standard, creating room for prudence. This oscillation between specificity and principle is an aesthetic as much as a jurisprudence.

Legacy & Reassessment Across Time
From the outset, interpreters treated the Constitution as a working charter that required exposition. Practices in Congress and the executive branch, alongside early judicial assertions of interpretive authority, established that constitutional meaning would develop through institutions as well as text. The Federalist Papers gained quasi-canonical status as guides to structure and purpose, while the Bill of Rights initially constrained the national government more than the states. Over time, the principle of liberty announced in the Declaration remained a touchstone for critique and aspiration, supplying a moral vocabulary that both bolstered and chastened constitutional constructions.
The Civil War and Reconstruction forced a profound reappraisal of union, citizenship, and equality. Constitutional amendments transformed the relationship between individual rights and state power, redefining national membership and promising equal protection. The Declaration’s assertion of human equality, long contested, migrated from revolutionary rhetoric into constitutional argument. The Federalist Papers’ case for an indissoluble union acquired urgent resonance, now tied to a blood-soaked affirmation that sovereignty resides in the people as a whole. These developments did not settle debate; they reconfigured it, elevating questions of enforcement, federal reach, and the scope of liberty’s guarantees.
Industrialization, urban growth, and national markets prompted new readings of commerce, taxation, and administrative governance. Reform movements pressed claims about labor, corporate responsibility, and social welfare, while politicians invoked constitutional duty to justify innovation. In this milieu, interpreters alternated between narrow and capacious understandings of federal power. The inaugural tradition, continued by the presidents represented here, modeled how leaders enlist constitutional language to tame uncertainty. Meanwhile, The Federalist Papers remained a repertory of structural arguments—checks, balances, and energetic execution—available to both proponents and skeptics of expanding national authority.
Twentieth-century crises intensified scrutiny of rights and powers. World wars and the Cold War sharpened debates over executive discretion, surveillance, and speech. The logic of The Federalist about energy in the executive became a contested resource: some read it as warrant for decisive action, others as warning to preserve balance. Expansions in voting rights and democratic participation reoriented the constitutional community, while amendments on succession and enfranchisement adjusted governance to modern realities. By the late twentieth century, the amendment process itself demonstrated durability and restraint, as proposals advanced and stalled within the political culture the Constitution had shaped.
Modern scholarship and public argument continue to revisit first principles. Some readers emphasize original public meaning and the structural logic elaborated by Publius; others stress the Constitution’s adaptable, aspirational qualities, often aligning with the Declaration’s moral register. The inaugural speeches serve as interpretive waypoints, revealing how leaders translate texts into governance under pressure. Debates over federalism, rights incorporation, and separation of powers thus oscillate between legal exegesis and civic pedagogy. Across time, the documents in this anthology have remained both sources of authority and objects of contest—repositories of continuity that enable, and constrain, constitutional reinvention.
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    Declaration of Independence (1776)
This manifesto announces the American colonies’ separation from Britain by grounding political legitimacy in natural rights and government by consent. It marshals grievances to justify revolution and articulates a universal standard for judging authority. Principled and assertive, it provides the moral framework later texts debate and implement.
U.S. Constitution (1787), Bill of Rights (1791), and Amendments (1792–1991)
The Constitution designs a federal republic with separated powers, checks and balances, and shared sovereignty between national and state governments. The Bill of Rights secures key civil liberties and due process, while later amendments broaden participation, adjust federal-state relations, and refine electoral and succession procedures through the late twentieth century. Legalistic and pragmatic, this evolving charter translates revolutionary ideals into structures of governance and accountability.
The Federalist Papers (1787–1788)
These essays argue for ratifying the Constitution by explaining how an extended republic, divided powers, and an independent judiciary can channel ambition and restrain faction. Addressing critics point by point, they provide a working blueprint for federalism, legislative design, and executive energy. Analytical and persuasive, they bridge the Declaration’s ideals with the Constitution’s mechanics and shape subsequent constitutional interpretation.
Inaugural Speeches (1789–1805): George Washington (1789, 1793); John Adams (1797); Thomas Jefferson (1801, 1805)
These addresses set the early executive tone: Washington underscores national unity and constitutional restraint, Adams emphasizes the rule of law and institutional continuity, and Jefferson calls for reconciliation after a bitter election while affirming civil liberties and limited government. Across five speeches, the presidency is cast as both ceremonial and conscientious, translating constitutional principles into norms of conduct. The varied temperaments reveal contrasts in style yet converge on republican duty and the primacy of rights.
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When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the Powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their Public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative Powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws of Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migration hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary Powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our People, and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislature.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil Power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their acts of pretended legislation:

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from Punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences:

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:

For suspending our own Legislature, and declaring themselves invested with Power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We Have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be ruler of a free People.

Nor have We been wanting in attention to our British brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the Protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.


    John Hancock.
  


New Hamsphire



    Josiah Bartlett

    Wm. Whipple

    Matthew Thornton




Massachusetts Bay



    Saml. Adams

    John Adams

    Elbridge Gerry

    Robt. Treat Paine




Rhode Island



    Step. Hopkins

    William Ellery




Connecticut



    Roger Sherman

    Sam’el Huntington

    Wm. Williams

    Oliver Wolcott




New York



    Wm. Floyd

    Phil. Livingston

    Frans. Lewis

    Lewis Morris




New Jersey



    Richd. Stockton

    Jno. Witherspoon

    Fras. Hopkinson

    John Hart

    Abra. Clark




Pennsylvania



    Robt. Morris

    Benjamin Rush

    Benja. Franklin

    John Morton

    Geo. Clymer

    Jas. Smith

    Geo. Taylor

    James Wilson

    Geo. Ross




Delaware



    Cæsar Rodney

    Geo. Read

    Tho. M’Kean




Maryland



    Samuel Chase

    Wm. Paca

    Thos. Stone

    Charles Carroll of Carrollton




Virginia



    George Wythe

    Richard Henry Lee

    Th. Jefferson

    Benja. Harrison

    Thos. Nelson, jr.

    Francis Lightfoot Lee

    Carter Braxton




North Carolina



    Wm. Hooper

    Joseph Hewes

    John Penn




South Carolina



    Edward Rutledge

    Thos. Heyward, junr

    Arthur Middleton

    Thomas Lynch, junr




Georgia



    Button Gwinnett

    Lyman Hall

    Geo. Walton
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  We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.


  ARTICLE I:

  The Legislative Branch
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  Sec. 1.


  All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.


  Sec. 2.


  The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature.


  No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the age of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.


  Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three.


  When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.


  The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment.


  Sec. 3.


  The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote.


  Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies.


  No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.


  The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided.


  The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United States.


  The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.


  Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to Law.


  Sec. 4.


  The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to the Places of chusing Senators.


  The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day.


  Sec. 5.


  Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each House may provide.


  Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member.


  Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal.


  Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting.


  Sec. 6.


  The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other Place.


  No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during such time; and no Person holding any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of either House during his Continuance in Office.


  Sec. 7.


  All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with amendments as on other Bills.


  Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it become a law, be presented to the President of the United States: If he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by Yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law.


  Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the United States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill.


  Sec. 8.


  The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States;


  To borrow Money on the credit of the United States;


  To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes;


  To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States;


  To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures;


  To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United States;


  To establish Post Offices and post Roads;


  To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries;


  To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;


  To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offences against the Law of Nations;


  To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water;


  To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years;


  To provide and maintain a Navy;


  To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces;


  To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions;


  To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress;


  To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of Particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards and other needful Buildings;–And


  To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof.


  Sec. 9.


  The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person.


  The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it.


  No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.


  No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken.


  No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State.


  No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another: nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear or pay Duties in another.


  No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time.


  No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince or foreign State.


  Sec. 10.


  No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility.


  No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing it's inspection Laws: and the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Controul of the Congress.


  No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay.


  ARTICLE II:

  The Executive Branch
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  Sec. 1.


  The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows:


  Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector.


  The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each; which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be counted. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of them for President; and if no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on the List the said House shall in like Manner chuse the President. But in chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Representatives from each State having one Vote; a quorum for this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the States, and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of the President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the Vice President. But if there should remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President.


  The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United States.


  No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States.


  In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the Same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected.


  The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which shall neither be encreased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any of them.


  Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation:–“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States.”


  Sec. 2.


  The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called into the actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to Grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment.


  He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.


  The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next Session.


  Sec. 3.


  He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information on the State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States.


  Sec. 4.


  The President, Vice President and all Civil Officers of the United States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors.


  ARTICLE III:

  The Judicial Branch
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  Sec. 1.


  The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office.


  Sec. 2.


  The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be made, under their Authority;–to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public ministers and Consuls;–to all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction;–to Controversies to which the United States shall be a Party;–to Controversies between two or more States;–between a State and Citizens of another State;–between Citizens of different States;–between Citizens of the same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects.


  In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress shall make.


  The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been committed; but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have directed.


  Sec. 3.


  Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.


  The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person attainted.


  ARTICLE IV:

  The States
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  Sec. 1.


  Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof.


  Sec. 2.


  The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the several States.


  A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime.


  No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due.


  Sec. 3.


  New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the Congress.


  The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States, or of any particular State.


  Sec. 4.


  The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic Violence.


  ARTICLE V:

  Amendments
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  The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate.


  ARICLE VI:

  Debts, Supremacy, Oaths
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  All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this Constitution, as under the Confederation.


  This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any state to the Contrary notwithstanding.


  The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States.


  ARTICLE VII:

  Ratification
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  The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for the Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the same.


  
    The Word, "the," being interlined between the seventh and eighth Lines of the first Page, The Word "Thirty" being partly written on an Erazure in the fifteenth Line of the first Page, The Words "is tried" being interlined between the thirty second and thirty third Lines of the first Page and the Word "the" being interlined between the forty third and forty fourth Lines of the second Page.

    Attest William Jackson Secretary

done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the Independance of the United States of America the Twelfth In Witness whereof We have hereunto subscribed our Names,

    Go. Washington–Presidt.

    and deputy from Virginia
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    The United States Bill of Rights
  


  
    Congress OF THE United States,

    begun and held at the City of New-York, on

    Wednesday the fourth of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty nine.
  


  THE Conventions of a number of the States, having at the time of their adopting the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that further declaratory and restrictive clauses should be added; And as extending the ground of public confidence in the Government, will best ensure the beneficent ends of its institution.


  RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, two thirds of both Houses concurring, that the following Articles be proposed to the Legislatures of the several States, as amendments to the Constitution of the United States, all, or any of which Articles, when ratified by three-fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of the said Constitution; viz.


  ARTICLES in addition to, and Amendment of the Constitution of the United States of America, proposed by Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the several States, pursuant to the fifth Article of the original Constitution.


  Article the first. .... After the first enumeration required by the first article of the Constitution, there shall be one Representative for every 30,000 until the number shall amount to 100, after which the proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, that there shall be not less than 100 Representatives, nor less than one Representative for every 40,000 persons, until the number of Representatives shall amount to 200; after which the proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, that there shall not be less than 200 Representatives, nor more than one Representative for every 50,000 persons.


  Article the second ... No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and Representatives, shall take effect, until an election of Representatives shall have intervened.


  Article the third ...... Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.


  Article the fourth..... A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed.


  Article the fifth ....... No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.


  Article the sixth ...... The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.


  Article the seventh .. No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.


  Article the eighth ... In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defense.


  Article the ninth .. In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.


  Article the tenth ..... Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.


  Article the eleventh .... The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.


  Article the twelfth ... The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.”


  ATTEST,


  
    Frederick Augustus Muhlenberg Speaker of the House of Representatives

    John Adams, Vice-President of the United States, and President of the Senate.
  


  John Beckley, Clerk of the House of Representatives.

  Sam A. Otis, Secretary of the Senate.


Amendments


    (1792-1991)
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AMENDMENT XI – Judicial Limits



AMENDMENT XII – Choosing the President, Vice-President



AMENDMENT XIII – Slavery Abolished



AMENDMENT XIV – Citizenship Rights



AMENDMENT XV – Race No Bar to Vote



AMENDMENT XVI – Status of Income Tax Clarified



AMENDMENT XVII – Senators Elected by Popular Vote



AMENDMENT XVIII – Liquor Abolished



AMENDMENT XIX – Women’s Suffrage



AMENDMENT XX – Presidential, Congressional Terms



AMENDMENT XXI – Amendment XVIII Replaced



AMENDMENT XXII – Presidential Term Limits



AMENDMENT XXIII – Presidential Vote for District of Columbia



AMENDMENT XXIV – Poll Tax Barred



AMENDMENT XXV – Presidential Disability and Succession



AMENDMENT XXVI – Voting Age Set to 18 Years



AMENDMENT XXVII – Limiting Congressional Pay Increases



  AMENDMENT XI:

  Judicial Limits
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    (Ratified February 7, 1795)
  


  The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any Foreign State.


  AMENDMENT XII:

  Choosing the President, Vice-President
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    (Ratified June 15, 1804)
  


  The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for President and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President and of the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate;


  The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted.


  The person having the greatest Number of votes for President, shall be the President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no person have such majority, then from the persons having the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-President shall act as President, as in the case of the death or other constitutional disability of the President.


  The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States.
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