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        	1. See, for example, Flatland: A Romance of Many Dimensions, by Edwin A. Abbott (first published in 1884).



        	2“A History of Punctuation,” by Florence Hazrat, Aeon, Septmber 3, 2020. https://aeon.co/essays/beside-the-point-punctuation-is-dead-long-live-punctuation (retrieved March 29, 2025).



        	3See, for example, “Is William Shatner’s Signature Speech Style Fake?” by Robin Zabiegalski, published February 1, 2021, on Heavy.com. In the article, Shatner is quoted as saying that “each person’s speech style [is] their own personal ‘music’.” https://heavy.com/entertainment/star-trek/william-shatner-signature-speech-style-fake/ (retrieved March 29, 2025)
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        	7http://www.viviancook.uk/Writings/Papers/PunctuationLOS.htm . See also http://www.viviancook.uk/Punctuation/PunctFigs.htm (both retrieved January 6, 2024).



        	8Aristophanes of Byzantium (in Greek: Αριστοφάνης ό Βυζάντιος) was a Greek scholar, critic, and grammarian, particularly renowned for his work in Homeric scholarship, but also for work on other classical authors such as Pindar and Hesiod. Born in Byzantium about 257 bce, he moved to Alexandria and studied under Zenodotus, Callimachus, and Dionysius Iambus. He succeeded Eratosthenes as head librarian of the Library of Alexandria at the age of sixty, and died in Alexandria about 185 or 180 bce.



        	9Ælfric of Eynsham (in Old English, Ælfric; in Latin, Alfricus or Elphricus) was an English abbot, a student of Æthelwold of Winchester, and a prolific writer in Old English of hagiography, homilies, biblical commentaries, and other genres. Born about 955, he was educated in the Benedictine Old Minster at Winchester under Saint Æthelwold, who was bishop there from 963 to 984. Ælfric earned a reputation as a scholar at Winchester, and in 987, when the abbey of Cerne was finished, Bishop Ælfheah—Æthelwold’s successor—sent him to teach those Benedictine monks. Æthelweard asked Ælfric to translate the book of Genesis up to the story of Abraham and Isaac, along with selections from other books of the Hexateuch (that is, the five books of the Torah and the book of Joshua). Ælfric agreed because he knew it would be done regardless of whether he helped or not. Thus it is assumed that Ælfric was responsible for the first translation of the Bible from Latin into Old English. However, much of his translation was by meaning, rather than word-for-word, as was common. Ælfric died about 1010.



        	10A mic drop is the act of dropping one’s microphone—on purpose—at the end of a performance or speech to signal triumph.


        Johnny Rotten, lead singer of the Sex Pistols, may have performed the first mic drop at the end of a concert at the Mafcentrum Maasbree, Netherlands, in December 1977. It became prevalent in the 1980s, mostly out of the hands of rappers and comedians. It signaled utter confidence that an opponent (in a rap battle, or a heckler heckling a comedian) would be unable to respond with anything that might be worthy of a further response.


        Later, President Barack Obama brought the gesture wide-spread popularity, when he performed a mic drop on Late Night with Jimmy Fallon in 2012, and then at the White House Correspondents’ Dinner on April 30, 2016.



        	11See also the chapter on the At Sign.



        	12“How to Write Telegrams Properly,” by Nelson E. Ross, 1928. https://web.archive.org/web/20130131104336/http://www.telegraph-office.com/pages/telegram.html (retrieved March 29, 2025)



        	13Named for its inventor, Samuel F.B. Morse (April 27, 1791–April 2, 1872), who was already an accomplished portrait painter when, in 1837, he developed the forerunner to his famous code, which itself debuted in 1844.



        	14German composer Ludwig van Beethoven (1770–26 March 1827 wrote his Symphony No. 5 in C minor between 1804 and 1808. It was first performed in Vienna’s Theater an der Wien in 1808, and is one of the best-known compositions in classical music.



        	15Aldus Pius Manutius was born in Bassiano, near Rome, between 1449 and 1452, into a wealthy family. In his youth, he went to Rome to study, and became a humanist, scholar, and educator. But he is best remembered as the founder of the Aldine Press—which was funded by Giovanni Pico and Alberto Pio, and in which he partnered with Andrea Torresano. Located in Venice, the Press preserved, published, and disseminated rare texts. His enchiridia, small portable books, revolutionized personal reading and are the predecessor of the modern paperback. Manutius died on February 6, 1515.



        	16The Aldine Press was established in 1494. Its first publication, Erotemata cum interpretatione Latina by Constantine Lascaris, appeared in March 1495. Along with Greek classics, the Aldine Press published Latin and Italian authors. Manutius, for instance, launched Pietro Bembo’s career as a writer by publishing De Aetna in 1496, which was the Aldine Press’s first Latin publication by a contemporary author. The Bembo family also hired the Aldine Press to produce accurate texts of Dante and Petrarch using Bernardo Bembo’s personal manuscript collection. Pietro Bembo worked with Manutius from 1501 to 1502 to provide an accurate edition of Dante and Petrarch, and also introduced punctuation.}



        	17“Holy Writ” by Mary Norris, The New Yorker, February 23 & March 2, 2015, retrieved from https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/02/23/holy-writ on March 29, 2025.



        	18Now most commonly used to refer to the spiritual principle of cause and effect, often wherein someone’s intent and actions (cause) influence that person’s future (effect).



        	19A court’s decision in a Maine labor dispute hinged on the absence of an Oxford comma” by Thu-Huong Ha, published by Quartz on March 14, 2017. https://qz.com/932004/the-oxford-comma-a-maine-court-settled-the-grammar-debate-over-serial-commas-with-a-ruling-on-overtime-pay-for-dairy-truck-drivers/?fbclid=IwAR3eCE1q_oFsXBiFizhf-PU5uE65zu7IU_DqMMjO-yDKRg8PqSpgOKCgEkg (retrieved March 29, 2025).



        	20“Oakhurst Dairy’s $5M Settlement Driven by Grammar Rules” by John McCoy, published by Bloomberg Law on February 9, 2018. https://news.bloomberglaw.com/ daily-labor-report/oakhurst-dairys-5m-settlement-driven-by-grammar-rules (retrieved March 29, 2025)



        	21“A Few Words About the Ten-Million-Dollar Serial Comma,” published by Johnson & Webbert, Attorneys & Counselors at Law (undated). https:// johnsonwebbert.com/news/a-few-words-about-the-ten-million-dollar-serial-comma/ (retrieved July 19, 2022).



        	22“The Most Expensive Typo in Legislative History,” published by Priceonomics on October 9, 2014. https://priceonomics.com/the-most-expensive-typo-in- legislative-history/ (retrieved March 29, 2025)



        	23“Tariff: or, Rates of Duties Imposed by the Act of Congress of March 2, 1861, with addenda of August 5, 1861, December 24, 1861, July 14, 1862, and March 3, 1863, June 30, 1864, March 3, 1865, March 14, 1866, May 16, 1866, July 28, 1866, March 2, 1867, February 3, 1868, February 24, 1869, and July 14, 1870, On all Goods, Wares and Merchandise Imported into the United States of America.” https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=f3pQAAAAYAAJ&pg=GBS.PA34&hl=en (retrieved March 29, 2025)



        	24“An Act to Reduce Duties on Imports, and to Reduce Internal Taxes, and for Other Purposes. Approved June 6, 1872.” https://books.google.com/books? id=Yk5TAAAAcAAJ&pg=PA7&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=3#v=onepage&q&f=false (retrieved March 29, 2025).



        	25Pietro Bembo (May 20, 1470–January 18, 1547) was an Italian scholar, poet, and literary theorist who also was a member of the Knights Hospitaller, and a cardinal of the Roman Catholic Church.



        	26Geoffroy Tory was born in Bourges around 1480 and died in Paris before October 14, 1533. He was a French humanist and an engraver, best known for adding accents on letters in French. He acquired French texts to put into print, at a time when that was only done for Latin texts. For that purpose, he introduced the apostrophe, the acute accent and grave accent, and the cedilla. He wanted to reform French spelling to reflect its Latin roots. In 1530, he was made the official printer to King Francis I, and in 1532 he was made a librarian at the University of Paris.



        	27An auxiliary verb is a verb that adds functional or grammatical meaning to the clause in which it occurs, so as to express tense, aspect, emphasis, etc. Auxiliary verbs usually accompany an infinitive verb or a participle, which respectively provide the main semantic content of the clause.



        	28Thus, my contraction at the end of the previous section, “I’d,” is improper, because the contracted “would” is generally understood to be an auxiliary verb for some other verb, but it’s used as an infinitive. Blame it on quirkiness.



        	29“I’ve Got a Lovely Bunch of Coconuts” was composed in 1944 by Fred Heatherton (a songwriting pseudonym for a collaboration of English songwriters Harold Elton Box [1903–1981] and Desmond Cox [1903–1966], with Lewis Ilda [itself a pseudonym of American songwriter Irwin Dash, {1892–1984}]). In 1950, the song was a top-ten hit in the US for Freddy Martin And His Orchestra with vocalist Merv Griffin. The following year, Danny Kaye’s version hit number 25.



        	30Not to be confused with the title character in Pauline Réage’s most famous novel.



        	31Born in Tolentino on July 25, 1398, he was a writer, translator of ancient Greek, and professor, who lived and worked in Venice, Florence, Milan, and Rome. His patrons included Byzantine Emperor John VIII Palaeologus, the Dukes of Milan, Pope Sixtus IV, and the Medicis. He died soon after his return to Florence, on July 31, 1481.



        	32Published in Footprints in the Stars, edited by Danielle Ackley-McPhail (eSpec Books, 2019).



        	33The human colon extracts water and salt from solid wastes before they are eliminated from the body. In the adult human male, the colon averages 65 inches or 166 cm (with a range of 80 to 313 cm). In adult human females, it is slightly smaller: about 61 inches or 155 cm (with a range of 80 to 214 cm).



        	34See earlier references to Manutius, and his relationship to the comma and apostrophe



        	35For more on Bembo, see the Apostrophe, above.



        	36Hazrat, op.cit.



        	37Kurt Vonnegut (November11, 1922-April 11, 2007), US author of satire and dark humor, enlisted in the ARmy in 1943, and was captured during the Battle of the Bulge. After World War II, he wrote Player Piano (1952), Cat's Cradle (1963) Slaughterhouse-Five (1969) and eleven other novels, plus short fiction, plays and nonfiction.



        	38Kurt Vonnegut, A Man Without a Country, Seven Stories Press/Bloomsbury, 2005



        	39Edward Abbey (January 29, 1927-March 14, 1989) was born in Pennsylvania, fell in love with the American southwest as a teenager, and then served two years as a military police officer in Italy. During his time in the Army, he earned two promotions and two demotions. After his honorable discharge, he attended college on the GI bill. After earning his BA at the University of New Mexico, he attended Edinburgh University as a Fulbright Scholar. In the late 1950s, he was a park ranger at Arches National Park, from which he grew his non-fiction Desert Solitaire, and his novel The Monkey Wrench Gang.



        	40Edward Abbey, Postcards from Ed: Dispatches and Salvos from an American Iconoclast, Milkweed, Editions, 2006



        	41Anders Svensson, "Semicolon readers' best punctuation," Språktidningen, September 24, 2013. https;??spraktidningen,se/2013/9/semikolon-lasarnas-basta-skiljetecken/ (retrieved May 16, 2022; translation by Google translate). 



        	42http://okra.stanford.edu/transcription/document_images/undecided/630416-019. pdf Also, see “Letter from Birmingham Jail” in the King Encyclopedia, https:// kinginstitute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/letter-birmingham-jail (both retrieved March 29, 2025).



        	43Morris Kyffin (c. 1555–January 2, 1598) was a Welsh author and soldier, brother of the poet Edward Kyffin. His best known works are the poem The Blessedness of Britayne (1587) and the first translation into English of Terence’s comedy Andria (1588). In 1588, he was appointed surveyor of the muster rolls to the English army in the Low Countries.



        	44Publius Terentius Afer (c. 195/185–c. 159? bce), better known in English as Terence, was a Roman African playwright during the Roman Republic. His comedies were performed for the first time around 170–160 bce. Terentius Lucanus, a Roman senator, brought Terence to Rome as a slave, educated him, and later on—impressed by his abilities—freed him. His plays were frequently used to learn to speak and write in Latin from the Middle Ages on. President John Adams once wrote to his son, “Terence is remarkable, for good morals, good taste, and good Latin… His language has simplicity and an elegance that make him proper to be accurately studied as a model.” Thornton Wilder based his novel The Woman of Andros on Terence’s Andria.



        	45Andria (or in English: The Woman from Andros) is a Roman comedy adapted by Terence from Samia and Perinthia, two Greek plays by Menander. It was Terence’s first play to be presented publicly; it was performed in 166 bce during the Ludi Megalenses. It became the first of Terence’s plays to be performed post-antiquity, in Florence in 1476. It was adapted by Machiavelli, and was the first of Terence’s plays to be translated into English



        	46Ferris Bueller’s Day Off (1986), written and directed by John Hughes.



        	47Parenthesis is singular, meaning one mark, either ) or (. Parentheses is plural, meaning either multiples or simply a set of (and )



        	48John Anthony Bowden Cuddon (June 2, 1928–March 12, 1996), was an English author, dictionary writer, and school teacher. His Dictionary of Literary Terms was first published in 1977. The fifth edition, now known as The Penguin Dictionary of Literary Terms and Literary Theory, co-authored by M.A.R. Habib, and published by Penguin in 2015.



        	49Ibid.



        	50De Nobilitate legum et medicine (1399), by Coluccio Salutati, is a treatise that tries to propose a hierarchy of knowledge, proposing the law as the supreme value over medicine, because law is of the soul, spiritual, while medicine is of the body, mechanics. Since Salutati places law in the spiritual or celestial sphere, he says laws are directly linked to God: men, therefore, can collaborate with God in the perfect construction of society thanks to the fact that they are inspired by the divinity itself.



        	51Coluccio Salutati (February 16, 1331–May 4, 1406) was an Italian humanist and notary, and one of the most important political and cultural leaders of Renaissance Florence; as Chancellor of the Republic of Florence (1375–1406) and its most prominent voice, he was effectively the permanent secretary of state in the generation before the rise of the Medici.



        	52Hazrat, op. cit.



        	53Marcus Fabius Quintilianus (c. 35–c. 100 ce) was a Roman educator and rhetorician from Hispania. Widely referred to in medieval schools of rhetoric and in Renaissance writing, he is usually referred to as Quintilian in English, and occasionally as Quintillian or Quinctilian. The only extant work of Quintilian is a twelve-volume text on rhetoric titled Institutio Oratoria (in English, Institutes of Oratory), which was written around 95 ce.



        	54Hazrat, op. cit.



        	55Dionysius Thrax was traditionally credited as the author of the first extant grammar of Greek, Art of Grammar (Τέχυη γραμματική, or Tékhne grammatikē). The text was thought to be the unique extant example of a work by Hellenistic scholars, though later research called that primacy into question; examinations of later grammatical texts showed no awareness of key elements in the text attributed to Dionysius Thrax. His work concerns itself primarily with a morphological description of Greek, lacking any treatment of syntax. Thrax defines grammar as “the empirical knowledge of what is for the most part being said by poets and prose writers.”



        	56Johannes Gensfleisch zur Laden zum Gutenberg (c. 1400– February 3, 1468) was a German inventor, printer, publisher, and goldsmith who introduced printing to Europe with his mechanical movable-type printing press.



        	57Alexander Frederick Douglas-Home, Baron Home of the Hirsel (1903–1995) was Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from 1963 to 1964.



        	58Someone born in Tonga who now lives in Mongolia.



        	59Ernest Hemingway (July 21, 1899–July 2, 1961) was an American writer who won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1953 and the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1954.



        	60William Faulkner (September 25, 1897–July 6, 1962) was an American writer who won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1955 and 1963, and the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1949.



        	61Journalist, author of Eats, Shoots & Leaves: The Zero Tolerance Approach to Punctuation.



        	62Alcuin of York (c. 735–May 19, 804)—also called Ealhwine, Alhwin, or Alchoin —was an English scholar, clergyman, poet, and teacher from York, Northumbria. He was a student of Archbishop Ecgbert at York, and later, upon Charlemagne’s invitation, he became a leading scholar and teacher at the Carolingian court, where he remained in the 780s and 790s. Einhard’s Life of Charlemagne (written c. 817– 836) says Alcuin was “the most learned man anywhere to be found.” While at court, Alcuin perfected the Carolingian minuscule, an easily read manuscript hand using a mixture of upper- and lower-case letters. Later scholars, however, question his importance, and consider that Alcuin may simply have been responsible for copying and preserving the script while at the same time restoring the purity of the form. Alcuin also wrote theological and dogmatic treatises, as well as grammatical works and poems. In 796, he was made abbot of Marmoutier Abbey, in Tours, where he remained until his death.



        	63Aelius Donatus, who lived in the mid-300s, was a Roman grammarian and teacher of rhetoric.



        	64Syriac is an Aramaic dialect that emerged in the first century ce, in the ancient region of Osroene in the Fertile Crescent. It flourished from the 4th to the 8th century.



        	65“Syriac double dot: World’s earliest question mark,” published by CBS News, July 22, 2011. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/syriac-double-dot-worlds-earliest- question-mark/ (retrieved March 29, 2025).



        	66 The color and texture of the underside of its wings combine to provide camouflage, because it resembles a dead leaf. The adult butterfly has a wingspan of 4.5–7.6 cm (1.8–3.0 in).



        	67“Admiration” referring to that word’s Latin-language sense, “of wonderment.”



        	68Quoted by Sheilah Graham in her 1958 memoir Beloved Infidel.



        	69In “Elmore Leonard’s rules for writers,” www.theguardian.com, February 24, 2010.



        	70Lewis Thomas, A Long Line of Cells Collected Essays, 1990.



        	71“Muscle-Bound: Tom Wolfe’s Back to Blood,” by James Wood, published online October 8, 2012, and in the October 15, 2012 issue of The New Yorker. https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2012/10/15/muscle-bound (retrieved March 29, 2025).



        	72“Back to Blood by Tom Wolfe: Exclamation! Points! Every! Where!” http:// www.mikeettner.com/10/2012/back-to-blood-by-tom-wolfe-exclamation-points- every-where/ (retrieved March 29, 2025)..



        	73As Douglas Adams said in The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, “Space is big. You just won’t believe how vastly, hugely, mind-bogglingly big it is. I mean, you may think it’s a long way down the road to the chemist’s, but that’s just peanuts to space.”



        	74Sometime meaning “at some indeterminate or indefinite point in time” or “having been formerly.” Some time meaning “I can’t give you an answer right now; I need some time to think about it.”



        	75Hazrat, op. cit.



        	76Space between words: the origins of silent reading by Paul Saenger, Stanford University Press, 1997 (p 26)..



        	77Hazrat, op. cit.



        	78Ibid.



        	79Saenger, op. cit. (pp 9–12)..



        	80For the two or three of you who might not recognize it, this is the introductory speech for the classic television series Star Trek (1966–69).



        	81Television series (1975–77) in which the Moon leaves the Earth’s orbit and adventures through space..



        	82Movie (1968), a collaboration between director Stanley Kubrick and author Arthur C. Clarke.



        	83That is, the machine. In the late 1800s, the person who operated a typewriter was also called a typewriter. Fortunately, that meaning has fallen into disuse..



        	84Another form of double spacing writers knew all too well—which is far less debated today, when anyone reading a manuscript can reformat it with a few keystrokes—is that between lines of text. On your computer, it’s easier to just tell the word processing program to double space (or use 1.5 space, or any other amount of spacing you want). But on the typewriter, you had to push the carriage return lever twice (or on some models, set the machine to move the paper more) after you reached the end of a line. This form of double spacing was desired, even required, by editors, who would edit the written material by writing directly on it. The extra white space was needed for the editors’ writing, and also to make notes for typesetters (another job class the computer has all but destroyed).



        	85“The Scientific Case for Two Spaces After a Period: A new study proves that half of people are correct. The other is also correct.” by James Hamblin, The Atlantic, May 11, 2018. https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2018/05/two- spaces-after-a-period/559304/ (retrieved January 29, 2023).



        	86Associate Professor in Skidmore College’s Department of Psychology.



        	87Johnson, R.L., Bui, B. & Schmitt, L.L. “Are two spaces better than one? The effect of spacing following periods and commas during reading.” Atten Percept Psychophys 80, 1504–1511 (2018). https://doi.org/10.3758/s13414-018-1527-6 (retrieved March 29, 2025)



        	88Hamblin, op. cit.



        	89Ibid.



        	90Professor of the history of science at La Sapienza University, Rome, Italy.



        	91“merchant@florence wrote it first 500 years ago” by Philip Willan, The Guardian, July 30, 2000. https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2000/jul/31/ internetnews.internationalnews (retrieved March 29, 2025).



        	92Raymond Samuel Tomlinson was born in Amsterdam, New York, on April 23, 1941. He earned a BS from RPI in 1963 and an SM from MIT in 1965. He was inducted into the Internet Hall of Fame in 2012, and died of a heart attack on March 5, 2016..



        	93“Official Biography: Raymond Tomlinson,” Internet Hall of Fame, https://www. internethalloffame.org/official-biography-raymond-tomlinson/ (retrieved March 30, 2025).



        	94Published on The Linguist List. Institute for Language Information and Tech-nology, July 1996. https://linguistlist.org/issues/7/7-968/ (retrieved March 30, 2025).



        	95“The @-symbol, part 2 of 2”, published on his blog Shady Characters, August 7, 2011. http://shadycharacters.co.uk/2011/08/the-symbol-part-2-of-2/ (retrieved March 30, 2025).



        	96“The Octothorpe, part 1 of 2” by Keith Houston, published on his blog Shady Characters, May 8, 2011. https://shadycharacters.co.uk/2011/05/the-octothorpe-part- 1-of-20/ (retrieved May 4, 2023).



        	97Crittendon,S. W. (1853). An Elementary Treatise on Book-keeping by Single and Double Entry. Philadelphia: E., C., & J. Biddle. p. 10. https://archive.org/details/ anelementarytre00critgoog/page/n16/mode/1up (retrieved March 30, 2025).



        	98Duff, C.P.; Duff, W.H.; Duff, R.P. (1880). Book-Keeping By Single and Double Entry. Harper and Brothers. p. 21. https://archive.org/details/ bookkeepingbysi00duffgoog/page/n26/mode/2up (retrieved March 30, 2025).



        	99Christopher Reaves Messina (born January 7, 1981, in Bedford, New Hampshire), best known for inventing the hashtag. He later said of that invention “I had no interest in making money (directly) off hashtags. They are born of the Internet, and should be owned by
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