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Thanksgiving
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I have to thank my heavenly Father. He gave me the idea for this devotional, He gave me the ability to write and He sent people with various skills and the know-how my way. He opened the doors for me. He made a way where there seemed to be no way.

I also want to thank my pastor, Wimpie Helmand. Whenever I had any theological questions, he was ready to answer them. Philip Smith gave me teaching to write about. He also encouraged me to have this book published. Karen Loots organised for these devotionals to be broadcast on community radio stations and she also planned for these devotionals to be recorded.

“This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering.”

2 Thessalonians 1: 5
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Good News
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“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.”

Ephesians 2: 8

Have you ever wondered if you will be going to heaven? Why would you be allowed to enter the pearly gates?

A good number of years ago, I worked with a friend one evening. His grandmother had passed away the previous week. We talked about that and I told him that I wasn’t afraid of dying, but that I was afraid of what would happen afterwards. In my mind, it was unfair that some people got to go to heaven while the rest had to suffer for all eternity. Today, I am 100% sure that I’ll go to heaven. The good news is that you can be sure as well.

God gave the human race the gift of eternal life. If a friend gives you a gift. You have to accept and take it before it is yours. That begs the obvious question: “How do I accept God’s gift of eternal life?”

Before we answer that question, lets look at what the bible says about sin. According to the bible, sin is not only limited to doing something wrong, but it is also saying and thinking the wrong things. Furthermore, the bible also says that one sin is enough to disqualify anyone from going to heaven. Have you ever made an omelet? For argument’s sake, lets say you use three eggs in your omelet. Having added the first two eggs to your spice mixture, everything seems to be fine. That is until you break the third egg. It is rotten. No matter how much you try to get rid of it, your whole mixture is spoiled. Lets say I am a super ‘holy’ man – I only sin three times a day. I drive in the city and somebody cuts me off. I get angry, think that guy is an idiot, show him the finger and curse him. Right there, in that one instance, I fulfilled my daily ‘quota.’ There are 365 days in a year so that means my sins in one year are 1 095. Lets round it off and say it is 1 000 sins for the year. Now lets say I live to the ripe old age of 80. That is 80 000 sins over my lifetime – and I am a super ‘holy’ person. One sin disqualifies me, let alone 80 000! That one sin is like the rotten egg that spoiled the whole mixture.

The bible also teaches us that God is righteous, that He can not stand sin. However, the bible also says God is love and that He does not want anybody to be lost; He wants us to go to heaven. That seems absurd. It seems like a contradiction. It is totally impossible for anybody to be without sin. What to do now?

During the middle ages there was a general in Spain that fought against the dictatorship in his country. He traveled, with his army and their families, from village to village. Their food was very limited, so everybody was rationed. One day, one of his lieutenants came to him and said “Sir, we have a problem. Someone is stealing the food.”  The general didn’t have to think about it. He immediately gave the order to his lieutenant to catch whoever is responsible and to punish them. It could not be allowed. After two weeks, the lieutenant returned and said “Sir, I have good news and bad news. The good news is that we caught the person who stole the food. The bad news is that it is your mother.” The general knew his mother would not survive the punishment, but neither could he look the other way. Back then, people were tied a pole and received a number of lashes on their backs as punishment. He then said “I’ll take my mother’s punishment, but let her go.” His mother was spared the punishment, but the deed was still punished.

That is exactly how God dealt with sin. In Jesus, sin was punished and we were set free. This is how  we accept God’s gift of eternal life. We must accept Jesus as our Lord and Saviour. We must trust that He is the only One who will get us there. He is the Way, the Truth and the Life.

If you want to accept God’s gift of eternal life, if you want to accept Jesus as your Lord and Saviour, repeat this following prayer. Say it out aloud.

Lord Jesus, I believe that You are the Son of God. Please forgive me all of my sins and come into my heart. In Your Name I pray, Lord Jesus. Amen.

––––––––
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If you said this prayer, you are now saved. Welcome to the family of God. You can now be 100% assured that you will be going to heaven. Just like a new born baby needs to be looked after and grow, so you need to grow in your new-found faith. Find a church that preaches about Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Read the bible. Spend time with God in prayer. Praise and worship Him. Find other believers and fellowship with them.

Father, thank you for our new brothers and sisters. Please guide them and lead them to where they need to be. May they grow in the knowledge of Your grace. In Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen.
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Love That Is Deeper Than The Ocean Of The Universe
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“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”

John 3: 16 (NKJV)

This is a very well-known verse. For me this is pretty vague and not tangible enough. Personal story to put it into perspective.

Years ago I did missionary training. One of my friends came to me and asked if I wanted to go and pray with him. I was under the impression that we’d pray together, so I went.

He then said that we should go our separate ways. I didn’t have anything particular on my heart and, to be honest, I didn’t want to pray either.

At the time, I really struggled to hear the voice of God. I laid on my back, looked at the stars and said to God “Lord, I am going to lie here until You talk to me.” After only a few seconds He started speaking to me. I “heard” His voice inside my mind while at the same I also felt the words in my heart. He said “Imagine you are at the bottom of an ocean. As far as you can see there is only water. How deep do you think this ocean is?” I became very excited, thinking that God was going to tell me the measurements of the universe. He then said “My love for you is deeper than this ocean.”

To put a number on it. On YouTube there
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