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Introduction An Overview

Vigorous debate about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and most recently about the current war against Hamas in Gaza, Hezbollah in Lebanon, and Iran is essential on university campuses and other venues. But what is largely taking place today is not reasoned dialogue. It is shouting, sloganeering, propagandizing, protesting, demonstrating, defunding, accusing, and ignoring or censoring opposing views. The loudest and most disruptive examples of this genre of expression comes from hard-left, woke, progressive, anti-Israel (and anti-American) extremists. Their tactics include blocking access, shouting down, intimidating, and even assaulting those with opposing views.

This book is not primarily about those tactics, some of which are illegal, some simply immoral, and none justifiable as part of the open marketplace of ideas. Instead, this book is about speech that is constitutionally protected but that employs big lies, and that appeals to the ignorance, bias, and follow-the-crowd mentality of so many students and others who have become “useful idiots” in the crusade—or jihad—against the nation-state of the Jewish people. It is based on the premise that false and hateful speech—with some limited exceptions—is protected by the First Amendment, at least, so long as the right of free expression is not selectively applied to the disadvantage of any group. The constitutionally acceptable response to hateful falsehoods is truth and the open marketplace of ideas.

The goal of this book is to contribute to that marketplace by offering truthful and well-documented facts that disprove the defamatory fictions—the big lies—that are pervasive in the current protests against Israel.1 The book’s intended audiences are open-minded students and others who seek to hear fact-based information on all sides of the relevant issues. It is also designed to provide intellectual ammunition to pro-Israel students who seek to engage in exchanges with their anti-Israel interlocutors.

It is hoped that this book will help promote fact-based debate and dialogue about Israel and its enemies. As a lifelong Zionist and supporter—though often a critical supporter—of Israel, I am convinced that the unvarnished truth about all sides of the conflict will, if fairly assessed, refute the blood libels currently directed at the nation-state of the Jewish people.

This book will demonstrate that the vast majority of accusations leveled by the anti-Israel protesters and professors are false. In the pages to come, I will describe their ten central accusations about the past, the present, and the future, and then refute them with indisputable documentary, historical, and empirical evidence.

To summarize: The protests against Israel following the massacre of October 7, 2023, are based on falsehoods, bigotry, ignorance, and hatred toward Israel and often America. They are not based on facts. Moreover, they began immediately following the massacre, and before Israel even responded. These rabid protests justified what Hamas had done and blamed Israel. The events following the massacres and rapes of October 7 revealed the depth, breadth, and unthinking ferocity of anti-Israel and anti-Jewish bigotry among so many—especially, but not exclusively, on the hard left.

The pages to come will provide broader contexts for evaluating and refuting the alleged factual underpinnings of the protests. As previously stated, legitimate criticism of some Israeli policies—as well as the policies of all nations—should be encouraged, as it is encouraged in Israel itself. But a fair marketplace of ideas requires that falsehoods be corrected with facts. That is the object of this short book.

Before turning to the specific accusation, it is important to present the big picture of the conflict, and then to address the immediate causes of the current wars in Gaza and Lebanon.

The Big Picture

The indisputable reality is that Israel has always wanted to live in peace on a tiny area of land with few natural resources and borders that are difficult to defend. It has always been a vibrant democracy with a Jewish majority and with equal rights for its Muslim, Christian, and other minorities.

Israel has acquired additional land only as a response to aggressive wars waged against it in 1948, 1967, and 1973. Recently it has sent its troops into the Gaza strip and Lebanon only in response to terrorist attacks, rockets, and other belligerencies.

The Palestinians could have had a state when Israel was established as part of the two-state solution that the United Nations proposed and that the Jews accepted, and the Arabs rejected. In 2000–2001 and 2007, it was offered statehood on 100 percent of the Gaza Strip and 96 percent of the West Bank, with land swaps for 4 percent of current Israel, and with a capital in East Jerusalem.

If Israel’s enemies were to stop attacking the nation-state of the Jewish people there would be peace and the prospect of a viable two-state solution, with security for both nations. But the extremist Muslim enemies of Israel are fighting what they believe is a religious war whose goal is the end of Israel as the nation-state of the Jewish people. They believe that their religion forbids them from accepting a non-Muslim political entity in what they regard as Muslim holy land.

The vast majority of Israelis would love nothing more than to be able to beat their swords into plowshares and to convert their nuclear weapons into nuclear medicine. But Israel’s enemies do not want peace. They want “Palestine to be free from the river to the sea,” which means free of Jews, free of Israel, and free of non-Muslims. They are prepared to use “any means” to secure the result. This would require Israel to commit politicide, which its citizens will not permit it to do.

Unless the world understands this big picture, and why Israel must resist the goals of Hamas, Hezbollah, Iran, and the protesters who support these undemocratic, anti-feminist, Jew-hating, theocratic, terrorist regimes, there can be no real peace. A lasting peace can only be based on the compromises proposed by Israel in 2000–2001 and 2007, which were not accepted by the Palestinian leadership.

Instead of turning against Israel as it has done, the international community and students should turn in favor of a lasting peace that recognizes Israel’s right to exist in security as the legitimate nation-state of the Jewish people. Israel can accept no less. And neither should the world. That is the only just road to a realistic solution to this age-old conflict.

The Immediate Causes of the Current Wars

The following points are not subject to rational dispute: 1) had Hamas not broken the cease-fire that was in existence on October 6, 2023, invaded Israel, and murdered 1,200, and kidnapped 250 innocent children, women, and men, there would be no war in Gaza; 2) if Hamas did not employ innocent Gazans as human shields, the death toll among civilians would be considerably lower; 3) if Hamas were to end its belligerence and turn over those responsible for October 7, the war would end; 4) if Hezbollah had not begun to fire thousands of rockets into Israel on October 8 and thereafter, there would be no war in Lebanon; 5) if Israel were to stop defending itself, Hamas would repeat October 7, and Hezbollah would keep firing missiles at Israel. Now to the accusations.

Here, in summary and chronological form, are the protesters’ ten central accusations about the past, the present, and the future, and why they are false.

The Past

1) Israel is not a “settler-colonial” state. It was established as a national liberation movement for the Jewish people, who have had a continuous presence in what is now Israel for thousands of years. The Zionist movement successfully fought against both Ottoman and British colonialism and established a vibrant democracy in place of tyrannical colonialist rule.

2) Israel has not denied the Palestinian people statehood. Israel accepted the two-state solution proposed by the UN in 1947–1948, but the Palestinian leadership rejected statehood because it opposed the establishment of any nation-state for the Jewish people, regardless of size. Since 1967, Palestinians have refused to accept resolutions that would have resulted in a Palestinian state on more than 90 percent of the West Bank and the entire Gaza Strip.

3) Israel did not cause the Palestinian refugee problem. Had the Arab states not attacked the new state of Israel in 1948, there would have been no “nakba” and no Palestinian refugees. There would have been a two-state solution in which the Jewish state had a Jewish majority and the Arab state had an Arab majority. Palestinian leaders have exacerbated the problem by creating refugee camps, rather than integrating their fellow Arabs, the way Israel integrated a similar number of Jewish refugees from Arab countries. The United Nations has contributed to the refugee problem by establishing a special agency, UNRWA, that is dedicated to maintaining these camps and the status quo of their residents as “refugees.”

The Present

4) Israel is not guilty of apartheid. Israel is a multi-ethnic and multi-religious state in which Arab citizens vote, serve in every branch of the government, and have more civil liberties and human rights than Arabs and Muslims have in any country in the Middle East.

5) Israel is not guilty of genocide. To the contrary, the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) have killed fewer civilians in relation to combatants than any nation in history that has fought against terrorists who use civilians as human shields. Israel is not deliberately “starving” the civilians of Gaza; it has provided tons of food and medical equipment, much of which Hamas has stolen.

6) The IDF does not target civilians. Israel takes great precautions, including warnings to civilians, precisely to minimize civilian deaths, while Hamas does everything in its power to maximize civilian deaths both among Israelis and Palestinians. Hamas takes innocent civilians as hostages and uses them as human shields in violation of the laws of war. Israel targets terrorist leaders and commanders in Gaza, Lebanon, Iran, and other locations in a successful effort to minimize civilian casualties.

7) The Israeli military presence in the West Bank, Gaza, and Lebanon does not violate international law. It is lawful to maintain a military occupation and presence in captured or enemy territory as long as belligerency continues, as it does throughout the West Bank, Gaza Strip, and Lebanon.

8) Israeli civilian settlements in Gaza (which ended in 2005) and in West Bank may be unwise but their legality or illegality is subject to reasonable dispute under international law. These areas are disputed territories and legal experts disagree as to their status, subject to an agreed-upon resolution. Israel has repeatedly offered to end its occupation of the West Bank (with some land swaps) in exchange for peace. The Palestinian leadership has not accepted these offers.

The Future

9) A two-state solution is
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