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Chapter 1: A Warning from Dad
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“Ben, bring me those towels out here,” John shouted from outside the house.

John was outside, washing his car.

“Ok, Dad. I’m on my way out.”

“Hurry up. I told you to bring them out twenty minutes ago.”

Ben walked out the back door.

“Sorry, Dad. I got sidetracked playing my video games.”

“I thought you said you were going to help me wash the car.”

“I did, but it looks like you’re about done.”

“I need you to help me dry it. You take one side and I’ll take the other.”

“Come on, Dad. I’m in the middle of a game.”

“You mean you were in the middle of a game. Give me one of those towels. The quicker we get done, the faster you can get back to your game. Listen, I’ve been meaning to talk to you about something.”

“Talk to me about what?”

“You need to be careful in this neighborhood.”

_____________

Learning Insert – Parents Notice Things

Parents often notice dangers that young people do not see yet. Even when teens feel annoyed by rules or warnings, those warnings usually come from love, experience, and protection.

John was trying to prepare Ben before problems happened, not after.
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Chapter 2: The New Neighborhood
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“I don’t understand why we had to move here in the first place.”

“I had to take a pay cut, and this is the cheapest place I could find. It’s only temporary.”

“You know what, Dad? I don’t think this neighborhood is that bad.”

“Ben, we are living in the worst part of this city... My biggest concern is you getting involved with the wrong crowd.”

Ben finished drying his side of the car.

“Stop worrying, Dad. It will be alright. I’m about to walk to the store.”

“Just make sure you come right back.”

____________

Learning Insert – Environment Matters

The places we spend time in can influence our choices, behavior, and future. Some environments contain more negative influences, pressure, and dangerous situations than others.

Ben’s father understood that sometimes the biggest danger is not the neighborhood itself, but the people someone may connect with inside it.

_________
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Chapter 3: Trouble at the Store
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Ben walked down the sidewalk past dilapidated houses...

When he reached the store, people sat in their cars blasting music and using drugs. Others were shooting dice on the sidewalk.

Ben bought a beef stick and BBQ chips.

When he walked back outside, two people were fighting and one pulled a gun.

He hurried home as fast as he could.
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Learning Insert – Recognizing Unsafe Situations

Sometimes people know a situation is dangerous immediately. Ben saw violence, drug activity, and conflict, and his instincts told him to leave quickly.

Learning to recognize danger and remove yourself from it can protect your life.

_________
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Chapter 4: Meeting Chuck
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A boy approached him.

“Hey, bro, did you just move into this neighborhood?”

“I’m Chuck. What’s your name?”

“My name is Ben.”

“I’m seventeen.”

“Why don’t you come back later so we can hang out?”

“Do you have video games?”

“I have a game room with all the latest games.”

“I’ll be back in about fifteen minutes.”

_______________

Learning Insert – First Impressions Can Be Misleading

Not everyone who seems friendly has good intentions. Sometimes people use things others enjoy—games, money, popularity, or attention—to build trust quickly.

Ben was excited because Chuck seemed cool and welcoming, but he knew very little about him.

____________
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