


[image: A Few Rules for Predicting the Future by Octavia E. Butler]





A FEW RULES FOR PREDICTING THE FUTURE

OCTAVIA E. BUTLER

ART BY MANZEL BOWMAN

[image: ]




Text copyright © 2000 Octavia E. Butler

Art copyright © Manzel Bowman

The right of Octavia E. Butler to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted by her in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

This edition first published in 2020 by Chronicle Books LLC.

Originally published in Essence magazine; May 2000; 31,1; pp. 164-66

First published in Great Britain in 2024 by

HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP

This Ebook edition published in 2024 by

HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP

Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, this publication may only be reproduced, stored, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, with prior permission in writing of the publishers or, in the case of reprographic production, in accordance with the terms of licences issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency.

All characters in this publication are fictitious and any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.

Cataloguing in Publication Data is available from the British Library

Design by Allison Weiner

Cover lettering by Abigail Dahl

Cover artwork by Manzel Bowman

eISBN: 978 1 0354 2761 1

HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP

An Hachette UK Company

Carmelite House

50 Victoria Embankment

London EC4Y 0DZ

www.headline.co.uk

www.hachette.co.uk




Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

About Octavia E. Butler

Praise

By Octavia E. Butler

About the Book

Learn from the Past

Respect the Law of Consequences

Be Aware of Your Perspective

Count On the Surprises
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OCTAVIA E. BUTLER (1947-2006) was the renowned author of numerous ground-breaking novels, including Kindred, Wild Seed, and Parable of the Sower. Recipient of the Locus, Hugo and Nebula awards, and a PEN Lifetime Achievement Award for her body of work, in 1995 she became the first science-fiction writer to receive the MacArthur Fellowship ‘genius grant’. A pioneer of her genre, Octavia’s dystopian novels explore myriad themes of Black injustice, women’s rights, global warming and political and economic disparity, and her work is taught in over two hundred colleges and universities nationwide.

In 2020, Octavia E. Butler became a New York Times bestselling author.




Praise for Octavia E. Butler

‘A marvel of imagination, empathy and detail’

NEW YORK TIMES

‘The marker you should judge all other time-travelling narratives by’

GUARDIAN

‘One of the most significant literary artists of the twentieth century. One cannot exaggerate the impact she has had’

JUNOT DIAZ

‘Unnervingly prescient and wise’

YAA GYASI

‘Butler’s evocative, often troubling, novels explore far-reaching issues of race, sex, power and, ultimately, what it means to be human’

NEW YORK TIMES

‘Butler’s prose, always pared back to the bone, delineates the painful paradoxes of metamorphosis with compelling precision’

GUARDIAN

‘Octavia Butler was a visionary’

VIOLA DAVIS

‘An icon of the Afrofuturism world, envisioning literary realms that placed black characters front and center’

VANITY FAIR

‘Butler writes with such a familiarity that the alien is welcome and intriguing. She really artfully exposes our human impulse to self-destruct’

LUPITA NYONG’O
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About the Book
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‘There’s no single answer that will solve all our future problems.

 There’s no magic bullet.

 Instead there are thousands of answers – at least.

 You can be one of them if you choose to be’

Honest and wise advice from legendary writer and Afrofuturist pioneer, Octavia E. Butler – for anyone who wants to shape our future into something good.

A little book to give or to keep, with stunning new artwork by Manzel Bowan.

Based on an essay written in 2000. As timely and prescient today as it was then.
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“So do you really believe that in the future we’re going to have the kind of trouble you write about in your books?” a student asked me as I was signing books after a talk. The young man was referring to the troubles I’d described in Parable of the Sower and Parable of the Talents, novels that take place in a near future of increasing drug addiction and illiteracy, marked by the popularity of prisons and the unpopularity of public schools, the vast and growing gap between the rich and everyone else, and the whole nasty family of problems brought on by global warming.


“I didn’t make up the problems,” I pointed out. “All I did was look around at the problems we’re neglecting now and give them about 30 years to grow into full-fledged disasters.”

“Okay,” the young man challenged. “So what’s the answer?”


“There isn’t one,” I told him.

“No answer? You mean we’re just doomed?” He smiled as though he thought this might be a joke.

“No,” I said. “I mean there’s no single answer that will solve all of our future problems. There’s no magic bullet. Instead there are thousands of answers—at least. You can be one of them if you choose to be.”



Several days later, by mail, I received a copy of the young man’s story in his college newspaper. He mentioned my talk, listed some of my books and the future problems they
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