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Preface

​Although this book gets published as my seventh
book, it was the first manuscript I wrote—it could have been my
debut book. It was “ready” by the early part of 2002 and could have
gone through publication by October the same year. Due to technical
reasons, it was shelved but not abandoned. It took me all this time
to figure out how to bypass the technicalities. I have since
revised and re-written many parts. If you have read my other books,
read this having in mind that it was the first I wrote. That is
very important because you'll need to grant me some 'understanding'
where you find me 'naive' and amateurish. My writing adventure have
been in this wise: When I was called to write, the first title I
was given was The Fundamentals of Balanced Christianity. I
had barely done the outlining for the latter when events caught up
with me a result of which I started writing When God Did Not
Fulfil His Word. It is interesting that the first title I was
called upon to write is yet to be published—I finished it as my
ninth manuscript, its coming very soon.

Have you ever
passionately prayed for someone to be healed only for the person to
pass away? Have you ever experienced a loved one passing on “at the
wrong time”? I am aware that generally, all deaths are “at the
wrong time”, especially for the people affected, but I wanted to
emphasise the pain resulting from abrupt deaths or those that occur
when we think everything is under control. This becomes worse when
we believe that God has promised protection or healing through His
Word and through personal prophecies.

The writing of
this book was conceived as a result of passionate prayers I was
part of but which “failed” to yield the result we expected. Despite
our concerted and passionate prayers, death still claimed some
brethren amongst us. This happened at a time we believed God had
spoken to the contrary. There were prophecies that God would make a
local church a healing centre.

When sicknesses
struck, there were some specific prophecies about the fact that the
sicknesses wouldn’t end in death.

Whether we are
counted as champions of faith or not; reasoned or seasoned, any
“Realist Christian” will at one point of time experience a
“conflict” of some sort when it comes to the spiritual matters as
they interplay with physical realities. In line with this, the book
raises six questions that usually linger in the natural
rational thinking, especially when things don’t seem to make
sense as far as God’s integrity vis-à-vis His promises are
concerned. These questions, I believe, form the basis of the most
common “contradictions” believers and non-believers alike contend
with in the face of suffering and loss.

The dilemma of
loss discussed in this book is to be understood from the background
of the biblical statements like the following, among others:

Therefore I say
unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that
ye receive them, and ye shall have them (Mk. 11:24);

Ask, and it shall
be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened (Matt.
7:7-8);

"Verily, verily, I
say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he
do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go
unto my Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask
any thing in my name, I will do it" (John 14:12-14).

Based on these
scriptures, our human basis of understanding compels us to expect
nothing less than what we had asked for, so long as we meet the
specified conditions.

If we “meet the
conditions” to the best of our ability and knowledge, and yet fail
to get what we asked for, a conflict of the proportions of our
perceived commitment to the integrity of God’s Word results. Based
on these conflicts, the book asks some of the hardest
questions that can ever be asked.

When there seems
to be an open contradiction between the experience and the promise,
do we pretend that we are not bothered? Do we hide our face from
the people we assured that things were working in our favour?

We must be aware
beforehand that naturally, there seems to be more questions than
there are answers. This means that though questions are asked, no
attempt is made to “force” answers where none is given through
God’s Word or by intuition or revelation. In fact, the book doesn’t
speculate on answers more than just ask the questions as a way of
bemoaning our limitations and as expressive moments when things
don’t seem to be consistently sensible as far as the promises of
God for us are concerned.

Most of the times,
asking a question in its strongest essence is in itself a step
towards healing and recovery even if the answers are not provided.
Asking a question while still honouring God, is a way of
crying to Him for ministration. He may respond either by
giving a direct answer or providing a wider view over the
circumstances so that the “bigger picture” may neutralise the
momentary questions we may have. In other words, if God doesn’t
give a direct answer, He will provide a mysterious inner
peace and a renewed determination to continue with our life despite
the loss and the lack of answers.

It must be
remembered, however, that there is a difference between asking God
a question and questioning Him. This book is not questioning God
but asking questions about His doings.

How do you cope
with a loss? How do you go through an ordeal that looks unbearable?
How do you hold your head up when you are wasting away in agony?
How do you face an imminent death? How do you keep your faith even
if it fails to move a mountain? Do the promises of God stand even
beyond the grave? You feel that what you are facing is something
God Himself knows you can’t take, yet He allows it to experience
it, more so when it is apparently unfair, what do you do?

Whether you are
persuaded by the convictions in this book or not, I would like to
make an appeal beforehand: Don’t throw away your faith even if
mountains keep on defying it. Soon you will realise that faith is
not only meant to move mountains, it is also meant to make you not
be moved by the mountains. In fact, moving mountains is not the
most important reason for your faith. Remember: It is one thing to
move mountains; it is another to refuse to be moved by them. The
basic reason for faith is to help you stay in a relationship with
your Creator—believing what He said: that He will never forsake or
leave you (Deut. 4:31, Heb. 13:5).

And remember:
Sometimes the mountains may not move, not because there is
something wrong with your faith, but just that there is something
that the Lord may be doing outside the box of our
understanding.

Ogweno Daniel
Owino

Norway

March, 2007 (2011).
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Supersonic Flashes of
Thoughts

​The title of this book is
sensational and curious—I admit. It can cause a repulsive impulse,
especially from believers who have so far had everything going for
them, or those who downplay some “disappointments” they might have
faced in life, or better still, those who play cat and mouse on
matters pitting spirituality against physical reality.

The curiosity of
this title is, nevertheless, deliberate. It is given from a human
point of view—the kind of expression the prophet Jeremiah made in
Jeremiah 4:10 and 20:7.

Let us be
‘realistic’ for a moment. Though it is a paradox, but the abnormal
things are the very things that normalise life. Having this
attitude makes us resist the temptation of overreacting to
“disappointments” or sweeping them under the carpet. It may not be
in the best of our interest to over-spiritualise the “big picture”
as we over-simplify the physical reality. This is because the idea
of the big picture within which God works is not always prompt in
our consciousness as we struggle to make sense of the things
happening around us. Not every circumstance, therefore, calls for
flashing the “you-don’t-have-faith” like a yellow card, warning
those who seem to foul the game of life. If we are quick to show
the yellow card, we may make the mistake of showing it to the
person who has been fouled.

God not fulfilling
His word is one of the flashes of thoughts that a godly man would
shy from expressing whenever God seems not to have granted a
petition.

I remember one
time I was reading the day’s schedule for my “Read through the
Bible in one year” project. My cell phone signalled that I had a
message. When I opened the message, it was bad news. A pastor
friend was informing me that my brother had died. I was living
abroad. The first thought that came to me was: “How can God allow
that to happen to my only brother?” Without a job, I was
broke—where was I going to get the money to travel home? I felt
like abandoning finishing the daily reading of the Bible. I felt
like expressing my “disappointment” with my Creator. I tried to
finish the portion for that day’s reading but it was difficult. A
voice spoke in my mind: What are you still reading the Bible
for? Isn’t it the Author of the same Bible that has failed you?
That was reasonable: God would have stopped my brother from dying.
I decided to abandon the reading. As I was about to lay the Bible
aside, and probably start mourning my brother, another voice spoke
within me: Were you reading the Bible so that nobody dies?
What a conflict! My mind played host to belligerent and polemic
forces. My mind was being torn apart by an inner tug of war. I
couldn’t ignore the message and act as if nothing had happened; at
the same time I knew that the basis of my relationship with God and
His Word is not to forestall all the tragedies of life.

What I did next
was not as a result of an afterthought—it was an impulsive
response. I stood up and asked God to let the message be false. I
didn’t know what I was asking but I was desperate and passionate; I
prayed that short prayer like I meant it. After this prayer, I went
back to finish my Bible reading for the day. No sooner had I
finished reading than a “confirmation” came from another
source—another pastor friend. My pastor friends were very reliable.
They are the ones who kept me abreast of what was going on back
home.

The Bible says
that “in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be
established” (Matt. 18:16). I began to accept that I had actually
lost my brother. But not too fast!

I did some
desperate things, including calling my dead brother on his phone.
When he didn’t respond and nobody took the phone, the number of
witnesses to the fact that he had passed away was mounting. I
thought that the African style of explosive mourning meant that
people were busy and noisy wailing that either nobody heard the
phone ring or if someone did, the mood was not for answering
phones. It is a long story that I have to spare for another day.
Suffice it to say, God answered my prayers. My brother was not
dead.






Though it is a paradox,
but the abnormal things are the very things that normalise
life.






It could have been
true! It has happened to many people time and again. I struggled
with flashes of thoughts that God had failed me. It is not a unique
thing for such thoughts to criss-cross our mind like flashes of
lightning. We may be shy to express them but since God sees the
heart and discerns a man’s mind, He registers these thoughts and
struggles even when they speedily flash through our mind. This
being the case, I decided to concede and make it the starting
point. Charging God—whether in a flash of a thought or a lingering
paradox—to have failed to keep His promise is something most
believers would struggle with when circumstances don’t seem to add
up. It is a struggle because it is not in the nature of God to lose
a battle or renege on His promises. It is also a struggle because
to some people it is not a flash of a thought, nor a
lingering paradox but a permanent verdict. When the
latter case is allowed to brood in the heart, it gives birth to
bitterness with God. No worship and fellowship can be expected from
one who is bitter with God. Some people even abandon their faith
and sever their relationship with Him.

Bitterness and/or
backsliding are common because most of us are guilty of teaching
and preaching what I would call “PRG” (Public Relations Gospel).
PRG tends to borrow heavily from the commercial advertisement
industry. In this way, we fail to teach an enduring, balanced and
tested management of faith in our relationship with God.

When we pretend,
it will not be long before reality catches up with us. This is why
this book is going to ask some hard questions not necessarily to
solicit answers from God or anyone, but to show that the reality of
our existence comprise things we may not readily reconcile as
believers. I am also going to handle the topic of faith (Chapter
11) in a way that the reader probably hasn’t read elsewhere before.
On the surface, it may appear as an antithesis of the teachings on
faith but stay with me. If I fail to make the point in this book,
Faith, Mountain and the Seven Options is a follow-up book
that will conclude the matter.

Though I said
above that we may not need to over-spiritualise the idea of “the
bigger picture”, we are equally not going to trivialise it. In
other words, we are not going to over-emphasise the natural
realities at the expense of the supernatural ones. We are going to
invoke the “bigger picture” after having reasoned our way
into it. This is important because it means that we are not blindly
groping in our relationship with God but that we have the light and
the teachings that justify our invocation of the bigger picture.
Due to either ignorance or unbalanced teachings, many sceptics and
critics of Christianity think that matters of faith are
“unreasoned.” Nevertheless, a seasoned Christian must
equally be a reasoned one (see 1 Pet. 3:15).

This book, right
from the title, shows that it will not shy from expressing the
dilemma we sometimes find ourselves in even after making our
requests known to God. We may not stop the impulsive flashes of
thoughts running across our mind but we can stop them from being
the final verdict regardless of how much the circumstances seem to
contradict the promises. As we shall see later, this is not an
escape from or a denial of the reality. The
ultimate reality is much more than what we see and
experience.






The 'Strong' and the
'Weak'

​Many Christians have
used their “strength” to give a wrong impression to the weak.
Whatever strength a believer has in the Lord, it doesn’t take away
the element of humanity. When—probably because of position,
reputation or expectation—a believer “hides” his human side when
overwhelmed by pain, those that don’t have any position or
reputation to guard, may think that they are not spiritual enough
to withstand the pain. The truth of the matter is that we are
basically the same. Each of us needs God’s grace to undergo pain.
When we act as if we are so strong that we are immune to pain, the
so-called ‘weak’ may think they have no place with God when pain
makes their inner being begin to bombard God with questions that
seem to put Him on the spot.

To be sincere, it
is true that different people have reached different levels of
maturity, having gone through different experiences. It is also
true that different people have varied capacity to hold out under
pressure and trials. All these combined may make believers respond
differently to the same or different trying situations.
Nevertheless, whatever levels of maturity, that is, ‘low’ or
‘high’, there are certain things that would confound both the
strong and the weak alike. They must be shown so. In this way, the
‘weak’ may know that it is not strange to go through turbulences in
the spiritual walk; that it is not strange to have strange
questions. Neither is it strange to have strange answers or no
answers at all to some very fundamental questions.

In view of the
above, I have deliberately decided to start from a point of
weakness—being almost at the verge of making the statement of the
title sound contradictory to the attribute of God. That God can
fail to fulfil His promise must not be allowed to take root,
neither should it remain the verdict of one who knows and fears
God. But having said this, it is imperative to add that this
position does not eliminate experiences that (humanly) speak
otherwise. Neither does it eliminate mental bombardments at the
face of “spiritual discrepancies.”






Questions Without
Answers

​This book raises a number of
questions yet it is not keen to answer them. If you come to a point
where your evaluation of the insights herein sees it as an answer
to a question, praise God and give Him the glory. Nevertheless,
whatever speculation given in areas that don’t have straight
answers should be treated as such—speculation. But to speculate and
yet insist that it is the fact, wouldn’t help people but rather
make them even more disoriented. Many false doctrines are
consequences of, for example, a charismatic leader engaging in
spiritual speculations and insisting that they are revelations from
heaven. Otherwise, among the aims of this book is to show that
there are more questions than there are answers and that believers
and non-believers alike may not ask some of these questions aloud
yet they battle with them in their inner beings.

Though the
questions may be perplexing, so much so that anyone would wish to
get answers, sometimes it suffices just to ask them even with full
knowledge that the desired answer will not be forthcoming.

For those who may
not ask some kinds of questions, the reason may be ‘fear of
offending God’ (fear here reads negatively—relating to fright). The
other fear (read positively—relating to respect), does not stop one
from asking hard questions of the nature asked in chapter 9. It is
also important to note that same question can be asked by two
different people but they may end up with two different results.
That is to say, while one person may fall under God’s judgement,
the other may receive His ministration. This means that the most
important thing in asking a question may not necessarily be the
question itself but whether one has a relationship with God or not
and whether one asks in reverence or irreverently. The other thing
is that the motive of asking a question also counts—does one ask to
sincerely seek understanding or is he asking to either disqualify
God’s justice or summarily nullify His existence?






Due to either ignorance
or unbalanced teachings, many sceptics and critics of Christianity
think that matters of faith are 'unreasoned.' Nevertheless, a
seasoned Christian must equally be a reasoned one.






The other reason
for not asking is because of awareness that either there may not be
any answers, or if the answers were given, it might already be ‘too
late’—that is, the answer may not reverse the worst that has
already happened. And it is also important to remember that not all
questions must be answered nor all answers questioned.

And it is not only
about questions, it also includes statements we may make about God.
After losing her husband and her two sons, Naomi pleaded with her
daughters-in-law, Orpah and Ruth to go back to their people. In her
desperation she “blamed” God’s hand in her plight, saying in part
of verse 13 of Ruth chapter 1:

"… my daughters;…
it grieveth me much for your sakes that the hand of the LORD is
gone out against me."

Naomi was not
condemned for having accused God to have gone out against her. She
feared God and hers was but a desperate cry to the One whom she
believed had power to keep her beloved ones alive.

Whereas there can
be questions without answers, there cannot be answers without
questions. This means two things:

i) We need to
ask questions in order to get answers.

ii) But as we ask the questions, we must know that some questions
don’t have answers. We must therefore not insist in getting
answers for all the questions we have in life.

The reality which
on the one hand shows the mystery of God and on the other, our
limitation in understanding all that constitutes our life now and
that which is to come is the source of the quest. This is why there
are more questions than there are answers.

Though not every
question asked has an answer, this should not restrain us from
expressing hunger and quest for understanding, thereby coming up
with questions.

It would be wrong
if a believer creates the impression that he believes in God
because He (God) has answered all his questions and met all his
needs. As we shall see later, even people whom God inspired to
write the Bible could raise questions and fail to come up with
answers. Thus, not even the Bible has all the answers,
nevertheless, what has been revealed is sufficient to enable man
establish an everlasting relationship with God. The strength of
this book, therefore, rests on the conviction that, yes, we may
have puzzling experiences and circumstances, but we can live
with them because there is something more powerful than the
circumstances around us—a relationship with God. This relationship
is even more secure if it is tested. This is why the Bible says
that nothing (nobody) can separate us from the love of God (Rom.
8:35-37).

When believers
call on God in whatever way, they may not necessarily get what they
“want.” They may get what they “need.” Elijah asked God to take his
life—that is what he wanted—but he was given food
instead—that is what he needed (1 Kin. 19:4-6); Jonah was
also discouraged and asked God to take his life but he also got a
ministration of a different kind:

"And the LORD God
prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might
be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah
was exceeding glad of the gourd" (Jonah 4:6).

The underlying
thing about the two prophets is that they called on God with what
overwhelmed them. They never played spirituality despite the
outstanding demonstration of God’s limitlessness in their
lives—Elijah calling fire from heaven (1 Kin. 18:36-39) and Jonah
defying digestion in the belly of a fish for three days. In
metabolic terms, one would say that constipation was too much the
fish had to just vomit Jonah out.

God knows our
humanity, He created it. He meets us at our base. It might even be
more dangerous to play spiritual when the human base is crumbling.
The balance should therefore be sought by asking this question:
How do we reckon with the human without ignoring the spirit and
how do we reckon with the spirit without ignoring the human? It
is advisable to let God reach us at our human base and lift us to
the spiritual realm without us lifting ourselves to the spiritual
realm only to realise that we still remain substantially human.
Elijah and Jonah were basically human, they never pretended. God
reached down and helped them.






Something to
ponder:

If you were to
choose between the following two, which one would you choose? The
basic reason for your faith is…

i) to move mountains out of your way;

ii) not to be moved by mountains out of the Way.

*****
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Science and Technology
Ahead of Spirituality?

​Just as nature hates vacuum and
shoves elements to colonise it, so is the way man abhors limitation
and marshals all within reach to beat back the walls of hindrance
in knowledge, understanding and operation. The power with which
nature moves in to occupy a vacuum can be likened to the instinct
of man’s quest for knowledge and understanding. Even when pulled or
pushed to the limits in his pursuits for knowledge, man still
craves for more. He has always tried to push the walls of
limitation in order to beat space and time and to master his
environment. The Bible prophesied that knowledge will increase in
the last days (Dan. 12:4).

The result, in the
material world for example, is that man has made great discoveries
and advancements. Things that were neither real in a dreaming realm
nor conceivable in an unabridged imaginative flair before the past
two centuries, are today the most important parts of our material
world. We almost think that life cannot be possible without them.
Think of our world without computers and internet, vehicles,
aeroplanes, telephones, etc. What then can we say except
that there have been tremendous achievements in the technological
pursuits?

Contrary to the
technological achievements of our times, the spiritual domain
remains a challenge to the extent that the antiquity seems to
dictate terms for the standard we are looking up to. Just as it was
prophesied that there will be increase in knowledge, it was also
prophesied that there would be a decrease in spirituality (2 Tim
3:1-5). The good news, however, is that the two are not mutually
exclusive—that is, the presence of one doesn’t cancel the presence
of the other. This means that, on the one hand, there can be
extreme increase in knowledge both in technology and spirituality.
And on the other hand, there can be an extreme increase in
godlessness and at the same time, an immense increase in
godliness.

Despite the
co-existence of godliness and ungodliness, each day we dream of
some supernatural revival that will sweep the world, ridding it of
all ungodliness and fulfilling the prophecy that “the earth shall
be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the
waters cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14). If this was to be fulfilled
literally, there would be no room for ungodliness because when
water covers the sea, there is no place it leaves uncovered.
Whether this prophecy is eschatological or not, we pray that the
will of God be done at its appointed time.

Many Christians
are working towards making God known but it is God Himself who can
reveal His glory. When people see the glory of God, they cannot
remain godless. Meanwhile, as we look forward to this, there is no
denying that the early Church set the standard we look up to and
the record which we haven’t so far broken—so to speak.

When the Lord
Jesus Christ said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that
believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and
greater works than these shall he do; because I go to my
Father” (John 14:12—italics, author’s emphasis), He clearly showed
that the works He performed in the process of inaugurating the
Church were not to remain the most outstanding things ever seen.
There is always a room for greater works even in our
generation. The only condition that He gave was, “He that believeth
on Me.”

The Lord’s
statement above shows that spirituality could also take progressive
leaps and bounds even downplaying those of the technological and
scientific achievements. Despite the technological miracles, there
are still, and will forever be, limitations in what can be achieved
technologically and scientifically. On the other hand, the
spiritual realm is an area of limitlessness—for all things
are possible with God (Mk. 10:27, Lk. 1:37). In fact, the very
principles of creation, origin, reality, existence and sustenance
are based on “impossibilities”—only that we are usually not pensive
about them. Because of their everydayness, we take them for
granted.

I have come to
understand that the realm of divine limitlessness is, however,
complex. I learnt with amazement that the very things that we think
we have understood may be the very things that can ‘destroy’ us if
we stubbornly hold that our understanding is absolute and complete.
We may understand in the physical what ought to be understood in
the spirit. Just as the Bible says, “… we know in part and we
prophesy in part” (1 Cor. 13:9), so we can say, ‘we understand in
part and we operate in limitation.' This means that we should be
willing to receive more revelations some of which might
revolutionise our ‘tested and trusted’ traditions. We may
‘understand’ something and quickly build doctrines and traditions
around it. The two—traditions and doctrines—if not well balanced
are examples of those things that can block the move of the Spirit
of God, especially when He wants to do something new. This is why
the Bible warns:

"And if any man
thinks that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he
ought to know" (1 Corinthians 8:2).

And again,

"Wherefore let him
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 Corinthians
10:12).

It is in no way
implying that understanding should not be sought and embraced.
Neither is it scolding every kind of doctrine. What I should
emphasise is that we should hold God well above what we understand
and do. That is where He belongs. When it calls, let us not insist
to understand God but to stand under Him. He is
infinite and we cannot have an ultimate understanding of His ways.
The Bible says that there are secret things that belong to God.

"The secret things
belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed
belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the
words of this law" (Deuteronomy 29:29).

The problem is
that sometimes we can understand ‘so well’ that we think God has no
options to act otherwise. This is where understanding can cause
destruction. We must always remember that we cannot confine God in
the frame of our understanding.

The spiritual
realm is tricky because the enemy of man, the devil, knows that if
the spiritual realm is properly and clearly grasped, it holds the
destiny of man—a destiny with God. The ultimate destiny of man is
neither scientific nor technological but a cultivated relationship
with God. This is why, instead of posting advancements in
spirituality the way it is in science and technology, man tends to
degenerate in the most basic areas of morality and fellowship. The
degeneration weighs heavily in both horizontal and vertical
relationships—that is, man-to-man and man-to-God, respectively. But
this must change. Revival must transform people back to the purpose
and design of God. This is the only way to reclaim our heritage and
manifest God’s image.






The ultimate destiny of
man is neither scientific nor technological but a cultivated
relationship with God.






If, generally
speaking, religion were to take a progressive course comparable to
the advancements in the contemporary science and technology, man
would have moved closer in his understanding of and relationship
with God than ever before. Through science and technology man has
minimised the spatial and time gaps. But in the spiritual side, one
struggles with a feeling that people who chose to serve God “were
closer to Him” in the “Biblical days.” The result is that if those
who were living then were here today, they would genuinely nurse
strong nostalgic longing for the days of yore.

Anybody reading
the Scripture would admire and respect the 1st Century
Christianity. At least I do with great admiration.






I Admire the Early
Church

​I admire the early Church:

For what She was built upon, we have a sure foundation;

A foundation representing the bedrock of our salvation.

For what She wrote, we have the Gospel, the light that dispels
darkness.

For what She
believed, we have a tested belief;

Those who persist in it will harvest an eternal relief.

Each day, they are being transformed into Christ’s likeness.

For the tests She
endured we have the testimony;

Those who have tasted it testify about a covenant of the divine
matrimony.

This relationship restores wholeness.

I admire the early
Church:

For the standards She set, we have the challenge;

Because She died, we live;

If She made any mistakes, it is the source of our warning;

And we owe the correction we have to Her errors.

For the questions
She asked, we have the answers;

Because She succeeded, we are inspired;

If She suffered any defeat, it is the paradox of our victory;

And we owe the confidence we have to the test She underwent.

For the Records
She authored, we have the reference;

Because She wrote, we have the Gospel readings;

If She was weak in grasping, it’s because they were just like
us;

And we owe the lessons we learn to their teachings.

I admire the early
Church:

Primitive yet the essence of civilization;

Novel, yet complete;

Historic yet the epic of transformation;

Old-fashioned yet never obsolete.

Primordial yet
classic;

Archaic yet always a step ahead of modernity;

Constant yet dynamic;

Past yet present and will be for eternity.

Started, yet
finished;

Structured to picture the heavenly culture;

Complete yet still a lot to be accomplished;

Destined to become the true picture of the divine gesture.

I admire the Early
Church,

Yes I do!

I know not anything else so wonderful!

Something to
ponder:
Is the Church, as we have it today, tending
towards the Scripture or is it tending towards the pop culture?
What part do you play to make Christianity reflect the
Scripture?

*****
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​Chapter 3:

Prayer Answered; Wish Not Granted


A Glowing
Excitement

​Odongi came into
an evangelistic team’s fellowship meeting so excited. It was
obvious something good had happened to him; it was all written on
his face. If he didn’t take the initiative to tell us, we would
have asked him. We wanted to share in his excitement.

“Brethren,” he
started, “join me in thanking God for He has answered my
prayer!”

His excitement
glowed on his face, a sign that the answer must have been very
important. We were ready to roar in thanksgiving but not before he
told us the whole story. We had wanted him to tell us specifically
and graphically about this “good thing” God had done to
him.

He tricked us, or
so was our first impression when he told us how God had answered
his prayer. We took time reflecting on what he told us. We had to
change our perception of an answered prayer before we could
know how to thank God in such circumstance.

For a while, this
brother had been praying over something that was very important for
him. When God answered, the answer was an unmistakable NO! It was
so clear that he never doubted it.

Why did he want us
to thank God for having given him a No for an answer? Our standard
reason for thanking God is when He grants our requests. Many people
take time to recover if God doesn’t grant their prayers, but this
brother was prompt with an excitement and wasn’t only ready to
thank God but was also mobilising others to help him do so.

The last thing we
would do is to be excited and prompt to thank God when He seems not
to answer our prayers the way we had wanted. There are times we may
pray and ask according to His will, that is, basing our requests on
the scriptures and invoking the divine promises, yet we can’t deny
the fact that things don’t always turn out how and when we
hoped.

What do we do in
such circumstances? Do we pout as we project spouted lips to bemoan
our “disappointment”? Do we let it be written all over our face as
an announcement that things haven’t been good lately? How long do
we wear a disappointed countenance? Do we let the persisting
theology of Job’s friends accuse us of hidden sins; wrong motives,
or lack of faith and the likes?

The attitude of
this brother really challenged my perspective on a prayer of
thanksgiving. I have since written a chapter on thanking God
in-and-out of season (1).

I have listened to
preachers wax eloquent how we shouldn’t take a NO for an answer
(see “Persisting or insisting” below). A balanced understanding of
the Scripture, however, shows that this kind of teaching is
aberrational. An aberrational teaching is not necessarily or
summarily false but shrewdly slanted (2).
The danger of most of the aberrational teachings is that they are
propagated by well-meaning people.

It is a very
normal thing for a father to tell a son 'No.' I believe that is
also how our heavenly Father relates with us in some circumstances.
I want to quickly point out two examples: David, a man after God’s
own heart had fallen into an adulterous sin with Bathsheba—Uriah’s
wife. The child that resulted fell sick David fasted and prayed but
the child died. After the child’s death, David stood up, washed his
face and asked for food to eat (2 Sam. 12:15-23). The answer here
was definitely a NO! Here, many people would engage theological
nuances even if it means speculating why the child had to die. The
most obvious one was that the child was born in sin. This, however,
doesn’t take into account the fact that God gave David heir to
kingship who also turned out to be the wisest man that ever lived
through the same woman. If God was punishing David for what he did,
we could have expected some “consistency”—that is, the least person
to expect to bear a son to succeed King David was Bathsheba, at
least not that soon. In fact, David could have done better to
abandon his intentions to marry Bathsheba as a sign of remorse
following his masterminding the killing of her husband.


By the time the little
boy let go the wasp, he couldn’t even see the beauty that had
attracted him.


Another example is
the case of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord prayed about the cup to
pass his head (Matt. 26:39) but God strengthened Him instead. How I
thank God that His answer was NO! The fact that Jesus had to
undergo that cruel Cross of the Romans tell me how salvation is a
serious matter and how God’s love is deeper than anything we will
ever be able to completely fathom on this side of life. The fact of
the matter is that we don’t always get a “Yes” from God even if we
do the best we can do in faith and motive. Show me anyone that God
has always answered yes to all his prayers and I’ll show you a
spoilt child. But God doesn’t have spoilt children. Anyone who is
bent on being spoilt pays an expensive price which ultimately tames
the craving for always having his ways. The subtopic below explains
this.


Persisting or
Insisting—What Is the Difference?

​The Bible
tells us to persist in our prayers and not give up (Lk. 18:1-8,
21:36), yet there are cases where our prayers may not be designated
“persistence” but “insistence.” What is the difference? The story
below will help us illustrate the distinction.

It was a warm
evening. The windows were open, allowing air circulation to help
cool the house. The lights attracted a wasp. It flew into the
sitting room.

Sam, a 3-year-old
boy, was
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