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  Foreword





The Hustle That Saved Me and Can Save You




Feeling stuck, wondering what comes next now that school’s behind (or almost) you and the job market isn’t exactly throwing confetti. I know the feeling. Because I was you. Twenty-five years ago, I was 20, broke, diploma-less, and feeling like the world had slammed the door in my face. Fast-forward: I now run a seven-figure decor brand that started with a $20 thrift flip. But back then? I was scared, frustrated, and ready to give up.




So what changed? I started hustling. Not the filtered, hashtagged version. The real, raw, scrappy kind. Hustle Your Way Up is that story, and it’s your roadmap too. This isn’t some polished speech from a suit. It’s a lifeline from someone who’s lived it.
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The No-Job Wake-Up Call I Didn’t See Coming




South Africa, 2000. I thought I’d grab a quick job after school,  anything. But every door was locked. “Two years’ experience.” “Degree required.” I had neither. Fifty handwritten job applications later, nothing. No emails. No callbacks. Just silence. I was spiraling, living on instant noodles, burning time on Xbox, hoping something would change. Then, it did. I flipped a $20 table and sold it for $50. That $30 profit? It wasn’t just cash, it was mine. That day, I stopped waiting for permission. I started saying yes.




Why “Get a Job” Isn’t the Only Answer, Or Even the Best One




The old path, school, job, retire, is broken. Minimum wage can’t buy lunch, and even entry-level jobs are vanishing. One in five young adults is unemployed. Most of what’s left is soul-sucking and dead-end. But here’s the truth: no job = no limits for me.




Hustling gave me freedom. It let me build something real, on my terms. Teens today are flipping sneakers, streaming content, creating income from ideas, and that’s just the beginning. You don’t need a title to have value. You just need a plan.

This book is that plan.

Re-framing the Game: You’re the Boss Now. That shift, from “unemployed” to “unstoppable”, is where Hustle Your Way Up starts. It’s not about licking wounds; it’s about rewriting the story. I was 18, had no CV, no cash, and felt like a reject. That $50 sale re-framed it: I wasn’t out; I was in charge. You’re there too, maybe 16, 17, 18, 19, no diploma or a shaky one, no 9-to-5. The world calls it failure; this book calls it freedom. No job tying you down means time to try, space to fail, hunger to win, stuff I’d kill for now, running a business with deadlines and payroll. You’re not a spare part, you’re the engine.




History backs this: Steve Jobs got fired before Apple soared, Oprah was told she didn’t fit TV before she owned it. Me? I flipped jackets before I built a brand. “No” didn’t stop us; it redirected us. This book’s packed with stories like that, Lima’s YouTube tutorials, Sarah’s cupcakes, Mia’s thrift empire, and kids your age who turned “not hired” into “I’ll hire myself.” It’s not fairy-tale fluff; it’s proof. You’re not waiting for a break, you’re breaking the mold. That’s the hustle mindset: the world doesn’t define your worth; you do.




Success and Money in Today’s World: It’s Yours to Define




Forget the old script, success isn’t a corner office or a six-figure salary. Today, it’s flexibility, waking up when you want, working on what you love, and answering to you. It’s impact, making a mark, even a small one, with something you built. It’s pride, knowing you didn’t beg; you made it. Money matters, bills don’t vanish, but it’s not just a paycheck anymore. It’s what it buys: time, freedom, a life you pick. My first $30 didn’t pay rent, but it bought hope, proof I could do more. For you, maybe it’s $50 to ditch the “broke” label, $200 to move out, or $1,000 to dream bigger.




In 2025, money’s wild, digital, fluid, and yours to grab. A 17-year-old’s TikTok lands $150 from a brand, and an 18-year-old’s eBay hustle covers car insurance. Success isn’t one-size-fits-all; it’s your size. Maybe it’s 1,000 followers who vibe with your art, not a dime yet. Maybe it’s $100 a month to shut up the doubters. This book doesn’t preach “millionaire by Monday”; it shows you how you win, step by step. My $50 jacket became $500, then millions, not overnight, but because I defined it my way. You will too.




How This Book Pulls You Up

So, what’s Hustle Your Way Up? It’s not a lecture, it’s a toolkit, a mindset shift, and a shove to move. I wish I’d had it at 18, it would have saved me months of moping. Here’s what it gives you:


	Mindset: Chapter 1 rips off “unemployed” and slaps on “unstoppable.” Fear of failure? Rejection? You’ll turn ‘em into fuel. Liam’s 50-view flop became 5,000 subs because he didn’t quit.

	Skills: Chapter 2 digs into what you’ve got, gaming, baking, thrifting, sharpen it free. Mia’s $10 jacket sale started with a phone and grit; you’ve got that spark, too.

	Hustle: Chapters 3 and 4 hands you cash moves, gigs, and digital wins, no cubicle needed. Sarah’s $100 cupcakes came from a kitchen; you don’t need a storefront to stack them.

	People Power: Chapter 5’s connections beat CVs, and Aron’s 2,000 followers grew from a mate’s shout-out. Your crew’s your lift.

	Money Smarts: Chapter 6 keeps your cash, Oli’s $50 fund, and Sarah’s scam dodge. Hustle’s no good if it slips away.

	Grit: Chapter 7 toughens you. Aron pivoted from a meme flop to gaming gold. Flops don’t kill you; they forge you.

	Planning: Chapter 8, Dreams Big, starts small, Mia’s $1,000 store began with $10. Your empire’s here, step by step.

	Every chapter ends with action: write a mantra, sell a shirt, pitch a gig. No fluff, do-it-now wins. I flipped that jacket because I tried; you’ll flip yours because you will.

	My Story: From $20 to Millions, and Why It’s Yours Too




Let me rewind. That $50 sale? I reinvested $30 for more thrift decor and sold $80. Months of markets, late nights, flops, $5 lamps no one wanted. Doubters? My brother laughed, “You’re a peddler.” I kept going, small wins stacked: $100, $500. Pivoted to custom desks, $1,000 a month. Ten years later, a brand, warehouses, staff, and millions. Not luck, hustle. Broke days taught me 2-minute noodle stretches for $2; failed ideas taught me “price” right; doubters taught me to prove it. Sound like Liam, Sarah, Aron, or Mia? It’s you, too. My $20 was their $5, your $10, same path, different treasure.




You’re young, time’s your gold. I was 18, flops didn’t sink me; they shaped me. You’ve got that edge, fail now, win by 20. The job market’s “no” is your “yes”, yes to trying, failing, and winning. My millions started with $20; you don’t need much; you need motion. Why This Matters, And Why You Do. This isn’t just a book, it’s a rebellion. The world’s rigged for “wait your turn”, degrees, experience, and luck. You’re not waiting. Hustle Your Way Up says you’re enough, right now, as is. No job? No problem, you’ll build your own. I see you, 16, 17, 18, 19, scared, hungry, ready. You’re not a statistic; you’re a story. Liam’s YouTube, Sarah’s cupcakes, Aron’s clips, Mia’s thrift, they’re not outliers; they’re you. Every “no” I got, 50 rejections, $5 flops, pushed me here. Your “no’s” push you too, $5 today, $50 tomorrow, $500 next year.




You matter because you’re here, reading this, holding this book, daring to dream. The job market doesn’t see you as too young or too green. Screw that. You’re young, so you’ve got time to mess up, learn, and win. You’re green, so you’ve got fresh eyes, not their stale rules. This book’s your mirror, you’re the boss, the maker, the winner. My $20 jacket was laughed at, now it’s a brand. Your $5 gig? Same shot, laugh last.




Your First Step: Grab This Chance
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Here’s my ask: don’t just read, do. Flip to Chapter 1, write your mantra, “I’m unstoppable”, and stick it on your wall. Sell something, $5 shirt, $10 clip, feel the buzz. I didn’t know $20 would become millions, I just started. You don’t know your $5’s endgame, start anyway. This book’s your shove, take it. The world’s full of quitters, you’re not one. You’re the one who’ll hustle up, and thrive when they say “no,” win because you say “yes.”




Your empire’s not a “someday”, it’s now. Mia’s $50, Sarah’s $100, my $20, it’s all you. Hustle’s messy, wild, yours. Grab this book, grab your shot. You’re not too young, you’re right on time. Let’s build together.







  Preface



The No-Job Wake-Up Call

You’re standing at the edge of something big. Maybe you just left school, GCSEs, A-levels, or whatever scribbles on paper were supposed to unlock your future. Maybe you’ve got a stack of rejection emails, a silent phone, or a job board that’s more a ghost town than a goldmine. The world told you: finish school, get a job, cash the paycheck, live the dream. But here’s the wake-up call: there are no jobs. Not for you, not right now. The line’s gone dead, the doors are locked, and that “traditional path” everyone swore by? It’s crumbling faster than a cheap biscuit. Welcome to the no-job reality. But here’s the twist: this isn’t the end. It’s your beginning.
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Why the Traditional “Get a Job” Path Isn’t Always the Answer

For decades, the playbook was simple: study hard, land a job, climb the ladder. Your parents, your teachers, the guy on the telly, they all preached it. Get a 9-to-5, wear a tie or a name tag, and trade 40 hours a week for a steady wage. It worked for them, back when factories hummed, offices buzzed, and a decent gig was a handshake away. But that was then. Today? The game’s changed. Jobs aren’t waiting for you with open arms; they’re hiding behind “5 years experience required” ads or vanishing into automation and gig apps. The stats don’t lie: youth unemployment is a beast, with millions of 16-24-year-olds worldwide stuck in the “not hiring” loop. In the US alone, post-pandemic




Re-framing Unemployment as an Opportunity to Take Control
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