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To Gib and Melba Mullins
of Ridgerunner Miniature Horses in Caulfield, Missouri,
who raise the best little horses in the world.
Thanks for your friendship, guys!
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Why Raise Miniature Livestock?

ASK A HOST OF ESTABLISHED HOBBY FARMERS and most will agree that there is little (if any) money to be made in commercial, full-size livestock. Feeder cattle, market hogs, and standard lamb-and-wool operations are faltering. With the cost of keeping farm animals hurtling skyward, steadily increasing numbers of owners and producers are turning to raising smaller breeds of livestock, and wisely so. Miniature livestock require less housing space, pasture, fencing, and feed than do their full-size counterparts. According to American Miniature Horse Association figures, you can feed, house, and maintain five miniatures for the cost of keeping a single standard-size horse. Beef cattlemen can stock two or three miniature Herefords or Lowline Angus to one garden-variety cow (Hereford, Angus, Holstein). And a pair of miniature sheep or goats or even a pig can lodge happily in a doghouse in a fenced backyard.

Minis are easier to handle and less intimidating than commonplace livestock, especially for beginners, children, old folks, and the physically challenged, not only due to their smaller stature but also because many miniatures are specifically bred for calm disposition and tractability. Chores such as hoof trimming, shearing or clipping, giving shots, and administering dewormers are infinitely easier, as is training peewee livestock for show or pleasure.

In most states, keeping miniature livestock (especially cattle and heritage pigs, often goats and sheep, but rarely equines) qualifies landowners for valuable agricultural-use land tax exemptions, even on relatively small parcels of land. And minis are sometimes acceptable where zoning laws prohibit full-size barnyard pets.

Enthusiasts exhibit pint-size livestock and poultry at species-specific shows, state and county fairs, and as 4-H projects. Most species are locally transportable in a van or SUV. Scaled-down equines, cattle, goats, and llamas handily pull carts and wagons, even with adults at the reins. Country kids dress their mini friends in costume for the kiddies’ day parade.


MINIATURE LIVESTOCK: WHAT’S THAT?

There are three kinds of miniature livestock. For this book’s purposes we’ll refer to all three groups as miniature livestock, though owners of traditional breeds in the first two groups are quick to point out that their favorite breeds weren’t miniaturized by man.

[image: image] Naturally diminutive breeds that evolved as small animals to better survive the conditions nature handed them. Think Soay sheep, San Clemente Island goats, and British Shetland ponies.

[image: image] Small breeds that retained their original breed character when their parent breeds were selected for greater size. These include Miniature Jersey cattle and Babydoll Southdown sheep.

[image: image] Breeds that were deliberately miniaturized by breeders who selected for smaller stature, often through outcrossing to an established smaller breed. Miniature Highland and Miniature Longhorn cattle spring to mind.



Minis’ irresistible “cute appeal” and their easygoing natures make them unrivaled tagalongs for nursing home, school, and hospital visitations. What better traffic-stopper than a 30-inch pint-size Zebu bull; an 18-pound miniature horse foal; or a teensy Pygmy goat kid. Minis are fun to own!

And the bottom line: Quality miniatures tend to pay their way. Miniatures cost less to raise, and because they are in short supply, a ready market awaits the conscientious breeder. They can fetch good money at annual sales. And customers tend to pay a premium for value-added products in lieu of the usual kind (goat cheese or yogurt, handspun yarn, and heritage beef or pork). If you want to raise livestock and show a profit (or at least break even), think small! This is the best time in history to invest in miniature cattle, horses, donkeys, mules, sheep, goats, and llamas: breeders abound, and they are eager to welcome newcomers into the fold. Breeders on one side of the United States can easily ship miniature lambs, kids, and piglets by air, two to a standard large-size dog crate.

Whether you’re considering a pair of miniature fiber llamas, a herd of meaty Lowline cattle, or a flock of tiny sheep, this book is designed to help you find, select, buy, and take good care of your tiny charges, and if you wish, market them to others who would like to do the same.


SECTION 1

Raising Miniature Livestock


1

Before You Begin

BEFORE LAUNCHING any animal-related enterprise, be certain you understand its demands. Raising animals will impact your lifestyle, your physical and emotional health (typically for the better), and your bank account. Not everyone is cut out to keep livestock, however, miniature or otherwise. Are you?

Lifestyle Choices

Are you willing to be on call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, whenever your livestock need you? Will you camp in the barn when foals are due? Roll out of bed at two in the morning to feed a bottle lamb? Retrieve errant cattle and patch their flattened fences under a noonday sun, missing that long-anticipated televised ball game in the process? Animals rarely get hungry, sick, loose, or injured at convenient times.

Is reliable relief help available when you need it? If not, would forgoing dinner invitations, overnight trips, and well-deserved vacations upset you (or your family)? Keeping livestock invariably ties you down.

Discuss your venture with your veterinarian. (Or if you don’t yet have a veterinarian, talk with a few local vets to see who might be available.) Is she qualified to doctor Pygmy goats, miniature llamas, or whatever else you’ve chosen? Does she want to? If not, are you willing (and able) to transport sick or injured animals to a specialty practice and learn to perform routine maintenance procedures yourself?

Physical and Emotional Considerations

Can you weather the inevitable livestock keeper’s lows? When your favorite cow dies of bloat or a coyote slays that special lamb, what then? Animals die. They injure themselves and each other. Things go terribly wrong. Some stockkeepers neatly handle these stressors — could you?


REQUIRED ITEMS FOR ANIMAL RAISERS

Before you bring any livestock home, you will need to have the following. Are you prepared?

[image: image] Safe shelters (see chapter 6 for information on facilities and fencing), proper fencing, bedding, feed, feeders, water containers, and a consistent source of clean drinking water.

[image: image] If you plan to breed your livestock, you also need safe birthing quarters and a well-stocked birthing kit and, if you maintain breeding males, strong, secure quarters in which to house them.

[image: image] Halters, leads, hoof or toenail trimming equipment, coat care necessities, and any type of specialized tack (carts, harnesses, show halters, and so on) your breed and species requires.

[image: image] Well-stocked first-aid kits, one for the barn and one for your towing vehicle (if you have one).

And most important:

[image: image] Phone numbers of at least three reliable veterinarians who treat your species. (Introduce yourself in advance so that they are familiar with who you are; what species you have; and, if they make farm visits, where you live.)



Do you have the patience or the means to wait for the best animals? Some miniature breeds are in exceedingly short supply. With location and price factored into the equation, newcomers must often bide their time until the right individuals come along.

Are you capable of selling your livestock? Can you send the steer to slaughter; could you sell the sow you love? Are you willing to pull out the stops to market your wares? You’ll need to continually monitor market trends to stay on the cutting edge, advertise, and maintain a Web site. Are you ready to haul your livestock to expos, demonstrations, shows, and sales? If not, think “pets,” not “produce.” Don’t become a breeder. That way lies heartache if you find you can’t (or won’t) sell what you produce.

One animal or one hundred, you should genuinely enjoy working with the species you select. And you must also like the people associated with it. Buying, selling, co-op marketing, or showing, you’ll be dealing with them on an ongoing basis.

Are you prepared to handle dwarfs? Some (but not all) miniature cattle, horse, and donkey breeds produce occasional dwarfs. Because of serious limb and internal abnormalities, dwarf calves and foals that survive birth seldom live happy, pain-free lives, so it behooves breeders not to knowingly produce them. The gene responsible for dwarfism in cattle has been identified, but miniature equine dwarf genetics are poorly understood. Miniature equine dwarfism is more prevalent than most new breeders imagine, so it’s wise to research this issue before you commit.

Is the species you choose suited to your climate, your temperament, and your physical capabilities? You could raise Miniature Highland cattle in South Texas and Miniature Zebus in northern Minnesota — but why would you want to? For the animals’ sake, choose something adapted for the weather where you live. You will need to do your homework to determine what your options are.

Interacting with some animal species requires more brawn than with others, and with some species you’d better be swift on your feet. Don’t take on a species or breed you physically can’t handle. It will be frustrating and dangerous if you do.

Loud, abrupt individuals rarely resonate with flighty, reactive livestock. “Do it my way or else” humans and headstrong, aggressive animals are bound to clash. Assess your mind-set carefully, and choose a compatible species. It will save a world of upset for all concerned.

Economic Considerations

Do you have the wherewithal to purchase good-quality animals of the breed you want? Since miniature livestock tend to command top prices, getting started with certain breeds of certain species can be a pricey venture. Even so, start with the best animals you can find and afford. One calf or foal from outstanding parents will fetch a higher price than half a dozen mediocre animals, and it will cost far less to produce the single good one.

Are there enough dollars in your pocket to support your animals when things go awry? Markets falter. Disease rips through your herd. Expect the unexpected. Keeping livestock can be a pricey proposition. Do you have the financial resources to see yours through those bumpy times?

Will your animals be pets? Freezer fodder? A means of producing offspring to raise or to sell? If you keep livestock to claim a lower-cost agriculture land tax assessment, your venture must eventually turn a profit. How much profit is enough? And would you be content if you lost money or if your animals simply paid their way?

Make certain your facilities are adequate before you bring any livestock home. If they aren’t safe and appropriate for the species of your choice, do you have enough land, financial resources, and know-how to make the necessary improvements? Can you obtain the building permits to do it? If you need chutes and squeezes or tall fences to repel predators, can you build them or hire someone else to build them? If not, you might need to choose a different species. Factor in injuries, losses, and breakouts; it’s the safe and economical thing to do.

Before purchasing livestock of any kind, acquire any licenses and owner/breeder permits required by state and local authorities, and make certain your property is zoned for the type of livestock you plan to keep.


BEFORE YOU CHOOSE AN ENDANGERED BREED

The feeling of helping a rare livestock breed survive is priceless. Some breeds, however, are so rare that every individual in their population counts, so be sure you know the best way to care for your breed.

Be prepared to be a stellar steward. Find a mentor before you begin and thoroughly understand the breed’s needs and peculiarities before you buy. Hone your skills on a similar but more common breed before tackling endangered livestock. For example, before you try Kunekunes, get your feet wet keeping pet Potbellied pigs, or try raising Pygmies before you purchase San Clemente Island Goats.

Don’t dabble in rare breed livestock; these animals need committed breeders. Don’t crossbreed females of rare breeds. Carefully and permanently identify each individual. Plan for your breed’s future; make certain your heirs know how precious they are.




2

Which Species?

THIS CHAPTER WILL COMPARE SPECIES and present basic information so that you can choose which species best suits your needs and resources. See section 2 for more in-depth information about the species you select. Whether you keep farm animals for pleasure, food, or profit, there are miniature livestock options designed for every pocketbook, lifestyle, and taste. Which of them beckon to you?

When choosing the species and breeds you might like to raise, factor in personal preference; time constraints; ease of handling; space, fencing, and facilities needed to maintain the species; start-up costs; and profit potential. The chart may help.

Miniature Cattle

Hobby farmers seeking a diminutive, moderately priced, American Livestock Breeds Conservancy heritage breed (see box) choose Dexters. Dexter cows stand 36 to 42 inches (91 to 107 cm) tall and tip the scales at roughly 750 pounds (340 kg); bulls can be 2 inches (5 cm) taller than cows. The Dexter is a good dual-purpose breed: steers dress out at a respectable 55 to 60 percent live weight, and cows give one to three gallons of 4 percent butterfat milk per day. And Dexters are fairly readily available in North America.

Where’s the beef? On miniature steers! Pint-size Herefords registered with the American Hereford Association come in miniature (43 inches [109 cm] and under) and classic (44 to 48 inches [112 to 122 cm]) sizes. Stockier and shorter-legged than everyday Herefords, they mature 20 percent faster and dress out at 65 percent live weight. At 40 to 70 percent less than the size of standard Angus, Lowlines require one-third the amount of feed to produce 70 percent as much rib-eye, and Lowlines dress out at up to 75 percent live weight.

If it’s milk you want, miniature Jerseys are a good choice. Only 38 to 42 inches (97 to 107 cm) tall and weighing 600 to 650 pounds (272 to 295 kg), miniature Jersey cows give two to four gallons of butterfat-rich milk every day — enough for most families and then some.

Or choose Miniature Zebus, Miniature Highlands, Miniature Longhorns, or any of the array of cattle breeds created by Richard Gradwohl of the International Miniature Cattle Breeds Registry. Prices vary widely based on breed, availability (expect to be put on a waiting list), quality, age, and sex.

[image: image]


THINK BEFORE YOU BUY

Good things come in small packages, but please don’t take miniatures for granted. Although small by commercial standards, these animals aren’t toys. Miniature cattle sometimes weigh more than half a ton, and miniature equines tip the scale at 200 pounds (90 kg) and more. Even 100-pound (45 kg) miniature sheep can bowl over unwary adults with ease. We’ll talk about handling livestock later in this book; in the meantime, take your strength and agility into consideration when choosing which species you’d like to raise.

By the same token, small livestock don’t automatically make great pets. Folks are often surprised and dismayed when the miniature pig purchased from an unethical breeder grows to twice the size it’s supposed to be, and people who buy sheep for suburban backyard pets are disappointed when their charges behave like sheep instead of dogs. It’s perfectly possible to raise a house pig, sheep, or goat, but just because the critter’s small doesn’t mean raising it will be easy.



FACTORS TO CONSIDER WHEN CHOOSING A SPECIES

[image: image]

[image: image]

Miniature Horses

Once the playthings of royalty and the ultra-rich, today’s miniature horses are priced within the means of people with moderate incomes.

Miniature horses are registered by the American Miniature Horse Association, which requires mature AMHA horses to measure 34 inches (86 cm) and under, and the American Miniature Horse Registry, which registers in two divisions: 34 inches (86 cm) or less and 34 to 38 inches (86–97 cm) in height. It’s best to buy breeding stock recorded with both groups; other factors being of equal quality, the tiniest minis, the flashiest individuals (pintos, Appaloosas, Pintoloosas), and the double-registered horses sell dearer than the rest.

Size, type, training (minis make outstanding driving horses, singly or in tandem), show record, color, and bloodlines play a big part in determining mini horse prices, so if you plan to breed to show a profit, study the market before you invest. Depending on your needs, you could spend $200 or $20,000 for a mini horse and in both cases get precisely the horse of your dreams.

Or consider breeds less frequently encountered in North America, such as Falabella miniature horses from Argentina (most are also registered with one or both of the American miniature horse registries listed above), British Shetland ponies from the United Kingdom, or Caspian horses from Iran.

[image: image]


ONE SPECIES OR SEVERAL?

Folks who keep miniature livestock tend to start with one breed of a single species and later expand to raising several breeds and species. Read the breeder profiles scattered throughout this book to get a feel for raising multiple species. For your sake and the animals’ too, however, start small, learn everything you can about your first breed and species, and expand later on if you like.



Miniature Donkeys

In 1958, Bea Langfeld of Danby Farm in Nebraska incorporated the Miniature Donkey Registry (MDR) to record the pedigrees of Sicilian and Sardinian imports and their offspring. Ownership eventually passed to the American Donkey and Mule Society (ADMS), which still maintains the original MDR stud-books. More than 40,000 miniature donkeys measuring 36 inches (91 cm) and under at the withers have been duly recorded. Another group, the International Miniature Donkey Registry (IMDR), records donkeys in two divisions: Class A (36 inches [91 cm] and under) and Class B (36.1 to 38 inches [91.7–97 cm] tall). The American Council of Spotted Asses registers spotted miniature donkeys of all sizes.

Mini donkeys are arguably the world’s most charming pets. Most are hefty enough to pull an adult or several children in a cart or to pack up to 50 pounds (22 kg) of camping gear. They’re a hit at parades, and donkey and mule shows offer a wide array of classes for bantam brayers.

Miniature donkey prices vary widely, from $200 or so for an unregistered, plain-Jane gelding to $7,500 or more for a well-bred young jack or jennet with a show record, popular bloodlines, and color du jour. Tinier donkeys tend to garner the most cash.

[image: image]

Miniature Mules and Hinnies

Miniature mules are created by breeding miniature donkey jacks to miniature horse mares; miniature hinnies (they are much rarer beasts) are the offspring of miniature stallions and miniature donkey jennets. The American Miniature Mule Society and the American Donkey and Mule Society both register miniature mules and hinnies; the American Council of Spotted Asses registers spotted mules and hinnies of all sizes.

[image: image]

Miniature mules and hinnies can do anything miniature donkeys do, and they’re crowd pleasers wherever they go. Not a lot of folks are breeding these winsome creatures — yet. If you love equines and want something different, miniature mules might be just the thing.

Miniature Llamas

Some folks think miniature llamas and alpacas are one and the same, but they aren’t. Llamas (Lama glama) and alpacas (Vicugna pacos) both belong to the Lama genus of the Camelid family, but they are two separate species.

The American Miniature Llama Association is allied with the International Llama Registry, the governing body that registers llamas of all sizes.

For a llama to be registered with the American Miniature Llama Association, it must also be registered with the International Llama Registry, three years of age or older, and no more than 38 inches (97 cm) tall (foundation stock llamas can be 38.1 to 40 inches [96.7–102 cm]). Immature llamas are conditionally registered until they turn three, but they will be officially registered only if they stand 36 inches or smaller, their mothers are registered miniature or foundation stock llamas, and their sires are registered miniature llamas.

[image: image]

Miniature llamas make fine pets; many yield wonderful fiber; and major llama shows host classes for “vest-pocket” llamas. The future of tiny camelids seems rosy. Fewer than 1,000 llamas in the United States meet American Miniature Llama Association standards and not all of those are registered, which means finding breeding stock can be difficult indeed.


THIS FARMER’S TAKE

The best piece of advice I can give you is this: Know what you need before you buy. By determining precisely what you require regarding breed, size, color, coat style, popular bloodlines, and other incidentals, you can avoid the loss of time and momentum, cost, and aggravation of upgrading later on.



Miniature Goats

Whether you choose tiny mini goats like plump, perky Pygmies or svelte, colorful Nigerian Dwarfs — or slightly larger miniatures like Kinders, Pygoras, and Miniature Dairy Goat Association breeds, you’re sure to fall in love with these fey and charming creatures.

Consider the familiar, friendly Pygmy, a short-legged, meat-type goat descended from dwarf stock imported from West Africa in the 1950s. Just 16 to 23 inches (41 to 58 cm) tall, good-natured, gregarious Pygmies make huggable, fun-loving pets. A bonus: Lactating Pygmy does give about a quart of rich, 6 to 10 percent butterfat milk per day — enough for a small family’s table.

Nigerian Dwarf does give up to twice as much milk as the Pygmies. Elegant, refined, and with good dairy conformation, Nigies can be up to 23 inches (58 cm) tall, and they come in a staggering array of colors and patterns; some even have pretty blue eyes. The American Dairy Goat Association, the American Goat Society, and the Nigerian Dwarf Goat Association register these minute caprine cuties.

Pygora and Kinder goats were developed using Pygmy goat crosses — the former with Angora goats to create miniatures with marketable, soft fleeces and the latter with Nubians to create a scaled-down, dual-purpose meat and dairy goat breed. Nigora fiber goats are Nigerian Dwarf and Angora goat crosses.

[image: image]

Miniature goats come in an array of shapes, sizes, and coat types, such as smooth-coated Mini-Nubians, hairy Pygmies, and Pygora fiber goats.

Breeders developed the Miniature Dairy Goat Association breeds (Mini-Alpines, Mini-LaManchas, Mini-Nubians, Mini-Oberhaslis, Mini-Saanens, and Mini-Toggenbergs) by crossing standard-size purebreds with Nigerian Dwarf goats. All produce about two-thirds as much milk as a standard dairy goat while consuming one-third as much feed. Preferred heights are 21 to 25 inches (53–64 cm) for does and 23 to 27 inches (58–69 cm) for bucks.

Unregistered pet-quality miniature goats, especially wethers (castrated males) and bucklings (immature intact males), can be purchased for $100 or less in some locales, but expect to spend from $300 to $1,000 and up for quality registered breeding stock from certified, disease-free herds.

Miniature Sheep

Kept for pets, fleece, or meat, petite Shetlands and Soay, teddy bear–faced Baby-doll Southdowns, and elegant Miniature Cheviots are among the most versatile and productive breeds of small farm sheep.


RAISING HERITAGE BREEDS

The American Livestock Breeds Conservancy (ALBC) is a nonprofit membership organization devoted to the promotion and protection of more than 150 breeds of livestock and poultry. Now in its third decade of service, it’s the primary organization in the United States working to conserve rare breeds and genetic diversity in heritage livestock.

The ALBC breeds that are included in its Conservation Priority List fall into the following categories:

[image: image] Critical. Breeds that have fewer than 200 annual registrations in the United States and whose global population is estimated at less than 2,000.

[image: image] Threatened. Breeds that have fewer than 1,000 annual registrations in the United States and whose global population is estimated at less than 5,000.

[image: image] Watch. Breeds with fewer than 2,500 annual registrations in the United States and a global population estimated at less than 10,000. Breeds that present genetic or numeric concerns or that have limited geographic distribution are also included.

[image: image] Recovering. Breeds that were once listed in another category and have exceeded Watch category numbers but are still in need of monitoring.

[image: image] Study. Breeds that are of genetic interest but either lack definition or lack genetic or historical documentation.

Several of the miniature livestock breeds showcased in this book are old-fashioned heritage breeds listed as Critical or Threatened breeds by the ALBC, including cattle registered by the Florida Cracker Cattle Association and the Pineywoods Cattle Registry and Breeders Association; Caspian horses; Myotonic (fainting) and San Clemente Island goats; and Ossabaw Island and Guinea hogs. Others, like Highland and Dexter cattle, Nigerian Dwarf goats, Shetland sheep, and Miniature Mediterranean donkeys, are listed as Recovering breeds. These breeds all need the help of dedicated breeders if they’re to survive.

Other organizations at home and abroad are dedicated to promoting and protecting rare breeds, among them the Rare Breeds Survival Trust (UK), Rare Breeds Trust of Australia, New Zealand Rare Breeds, Rare Breeds Canada, and the Equus Survival Trust. All field inquiries from new, potential breeders. Check the resources section for contact details.



The Soay is an ancient breed shaped by nature on the Isle of Soay in the St. Hirta archipelago, 41 miles off the windswept coast of Scotland, where it has dwelled since Neolithic times. The lithe, lean, elfin sheep stand about 22 inches (56 cm) tall. Mature rams weigh 85 to 90 pounds (38–41 kg), and ewes run about 30 pounds (14 kg) lighter.

Shetlands descend from sheep carried to the Shetland Islands by Viking settlers during the first millennium AD. They come in a startling array of colors and patterns. Rams tip the scale at 90 to 125 pounds (41–57 kg); ewes weigh 75 to 100 pounds (34–45 kg).

Babydoll Southdowns are the traditional British Southdowns of yore (after World War II, the British Southdowns were crossed with larger animals to satisfy the hunger for larger cuts of meat). The woolly, sweet faces of these short, chunky sheep endear them to most everyone they meet. Colors include off-white, black (often fading to gray), and spotted. Babydoll Southdowns stand 18 to 24 inches (46–61 cm) tall.

[image: image]

As Babydolls are to modern Southdowns, Miniature and Classic Cheviots are to British Border Cheviots of the nineteenth century and before. They may be black (usually fading to gray or tan), white, and even spotted. Easy-care, wool-free faces and legs; elegant arched profiles; and erect, horselike ears are their hallmarks. Naturally polled Miniature and Classic Cheviots are strongly built, broad, and short-legged, ideally standing 24 inches (61 cm) tall or less.

Miniature Pigs

Miniature pigs fall into two categories: pets (Kunekunes and Potbellied pigs) and heritage swine (Guinea Hogs and Ossabaw Island Hogs) — though the heritage swine make fine pets, too.

Potbellies descend from the Í breed of Vietnam. Most purebred Potbellies run 80 to 200 pounds (36–91 kg) and stand 18 to 36 inches (46–91 cm) tall at three to four years of age. Piglets can be housetrained, but indoor pig parenting is not for the faint of heart. Many former house pigs languish in rescue facilities and pig sanctuaries awaiting adoption. Rescued and surrendered pigs make fine pets, and many such pigs need homes, so please consider adoption before purchasing a Potbellied piglet.

The new pet pig in North America is New Zealand’s Kunekune, a cute, colorful, hairy pig with an upturned snout. Many have wattles (also called tassels or pire pire) dangling from their lower jaws. Big ones stand 30 inches (76 cm) tall and weigh up to 250 pounds (113 kg); most are considerably smaller. They are gaining in popularity but are still rare.

Two of the critically endangered breeds listed by the ALBC are miniature pigs: Guinea Hogs and Ossabaw Island Hogs. Guinea Hogs (also called Guinea Forest Hogs) originated on the Guinea coast of Africa. They were carried to the American South with slave traders, where they were once common farmstead pigs. Guinea Hogs are black and hairy and stand 15 to 20 inches (38–51 cm) tall. Ossabaw Island Hogs descend from Spanish pigs brought to Ossabaw Island (off the Georgia coast) during the 1600s. They are hairy, long-snouted pigs. Wild ones weigh about 100 pounds (45 kg); they grow somewhat larger in captivity. Both breeds need help if they’re to survive.

[image: image]

[image: image]


THINK BEFORE YOU BREED

Unless you’re breeding for a terminal market, such as producing grass-fed beef from Miniature Herefords or home-cured hams from Guinea Hogs, think about this before you breed.

Animal rescues and sanctuaries are bursting at their seams trying to house and feed an unending supply of unwanted, excess pets including thousands of hapless farm animals: Pygmy goats, miniature horses and donkeys, and, especially, Potbellied pigs. Granted, these are not the crème de la crème of their species, but they need homes, too. You might find the animal you want at one of these shelters. So unless you are reasonably certain the animals you produce won’t end up in the same situation, please refrain from breeding them at all.

Don’t contribute mediocre stock to a saturated market. Breed only the best to the best, be responsible about finding good homes for young stock, and consider lending a hand to organizations that work hard to find homes for unwanted examples of the species you care for. As one leading llama information site succinctly says, “If you don’t rescue, don’t breed!” By contributing time, talent, and financial support to rescue groups and sanctuaries, you can help offset the damage perpetrated by breeders less conscientious than yourself.




BREEDER’S STORY

Gib and Melba Mullins Ridgerunner Miniature Horses, Missouri

GIB AND MELBA MULLINS breed “tinies,” the smallest of correctly proportioned American Miniature horses, on their Ozark Mountain ridgetop ranch near Bakersfield, Missouri. The Mullins’ homebred senior stallion, Ridgerunner’s Moonlight Bay, only 26 inches (66 cm) tall and better known as Bubba, shares his domain with a herd of teensy mares of many colors, including Appaloosas, pintos, and an array of dilutes, including rare cremellos.

We asked Melba about their horses and breeding program.

“We bought our first three minis in 1998, just to play with,” she replied. “I’d always wanted horses, and when Gib retired and we moved back to the farm, we were on a trip to Rogersville to buy guinea fowl and accidentally stumbled upon a breeder who was selling all of his horses. We didn’t realize at first that we bought very nice stock, but as our little herd grew and we met others in the business, we began to realize that others wanted what we were raising, so we thought, ‘We must be doing something right!’ I’ve never regretted getting into the mini business!

“When I think ‘miniature horse,’ I think of the tiny ones. They’re my first love. Even though a registered mini can be up to 34 inches tall in one registry and 38 inches tall in the other, to my way of thinking, the tinier, the better! But you can’t just breed for size — you have to consider conformation above all else. And I love Appaloosas and dilutes, but as I’ve heard many times, ‘There’s no bad color on a good horse.’

“Bloodlines are important to some people, and I have to admit I’m a sucker for a couple of them myself, but actually they mean very little. It’s just nice to have that World Champion stallion’s name on your foal’s papers! Had we known what we had when Bubba was born, we’d have shown him, and I have no doubt he’d have that Champion title in the 28 inches and under class by now.

“The market for any horse right now is not the best, but as a rule, there’s a good market for the tinies. But I’m pretty careful about who I sell my tiny mares to. They have to have experience breeding and foaling tiny ones. I haven’t seen that the mini mares have any more trouble foaling than their bigger sisters, but if they do have a problem, there’s not much room for you to work. You have to have a good vet.

“Double-registered horses are worth the price, in my opinion. Why cut your market in half by only using one registry? Some folks show at American Miniature Horse Association shows and others prefer American Miniature Horse Registry shows, so having your horses registered with both makes them attractive to everybody.

“There is certainly room in the miniature horse business for new breeders. We love to see new folks discover the wonders of owning minis! This economy has forced quite a few breeders out of the business and lowered prices across the board, so this is a super-good time for new folks to get started! There are some really good bargains on some really nice horses right now. In fact, I know people that are getting into the business and buying horses that they couldn’t have afforded a few years ago. That won’t last forever, though, so if you’ve ever entertained the notion of buying a mini — or three — now’s the time!

“Miniature livestock in general is the hot thing to have. As we Baby Boomers age, we still love our animals but may not be as spry as we once were. Miniature horses and cattle are the right fit: they’re much easier to handle and eat a LOT less than their full-size counterparts. Lots of people that used to love riding now love driving minis. A ‘horse person’ will always long to own a horse of their own, and with these little fellers, they can continue to do so in their retirement years!

“I would advise anybody who’s thinking about buying a mini, be it a horse, donkey, or cow, to do their research, take a knowledgeable friend along to visit some farms, and buy the very best they can afford. Less is more! It is better to have one really good mare than two or three mediocre ones.

“I tell people that miniature horses are the true quarter horse: a quarter the size, a quarter the feed, a quarter the space, but four times the love. Especially the foals! They’re like puppies with hooves. Once you’ve had a mini foal sitting in your lap, you’re hooked for life!”
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Getting Started: Education, Vets, and Where to Buy

ONCE YOU HAVE DECIDED which species and breeds to raise, the next step is to learn all you can before buying. It is also important to locate a good veterinarian at this time, before you bring home any animals. Then, when you’re prepared, begin seeking your stock in the right places.

Educate Yourself

When starting a new venture, there is usually a strong learning curve to overcome, so it’s best to gain as much knowledge as possible before you begin. Make certain you know your target species to the nth degree. Don’t charge headlong into any livestock enterprise on the basis of hearsay; educate yourself before you buy.

Seek out breed associations. A useful first step is to join appropriate breed associations and scope out their local affiliates. Attend meetings. Volunteer to work on committees. You’ll meet people “in the know” and learn while having a great time.

Attend livestock shows and expos. Examine livestock, watch the judging, and ask questions. Approach exhibitors when they aren’t engaged in important tasks like last-minute grooming or watching their animals being shown.

Read books. If you don’t know what’s available, visit your library and ask to speak with the research librarian. Rare books and books that aren’t in your library’s collection can be ordered via interlibrary loan. Read everything. Don’t overlook juvenile nonfiction; Storey’s guides for young adults (Your Goats, Your Calf, Your Sheep) are jam-packed with easily accessible information.


THE INSIDE SCOOP FOR FREE!

Joining e-mail groups (also called e-mail lists and Listservs) is a fun, free, and invaluable way to learn from folks already walking the path you’re embarking upon. The best of these services is YahooGroups (see Resources).

Once you’ve subscribed to a group, you can choose whether to receive individual e-mails or daily digest e-mails or to read the posts at the Web site. Posting is easy: simply send an e-mail to the group’s e-mail address. All of the subscribers who signed up for e-mail delivery will receive a copy and it will also be posted online.

These groups maintain photo albums and file directories; the latter are often packed with useful items, such as how to build equipment for your species or treat its various ailments, so be sure to check them out when you join.



Utilize the Internet. If you’ve never learned to use a search engine, this is the time. I recommend Google. If you need help, use the great tutorials at Google Guide. There’s a world of easily accessible, free information on the Internet (see Resources for a list of Web sites to get you started).

Use ATTRA’s services. Appropriate Technology Transfer for Rural Areas is a National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service (see Resources) jointly funded by the National Center for Appropriate Technology and the USDA Rural Business Cooperative Service. In 2002, its agricultural agents, working out of offices in Fayetteville, Arkansas; Davis, California; and Butte, Montana, fielded more than 30,000 requests from ranchers, farmers, researchers, and educators — people just like you — and all of ATTRA’s services and publications are provided free of charge.

First-time callers receive ATTRA’s bulletin “Sustainable Agriculture: An Introduction,” which is a complete list of more than 200 detailed publications, and a two-year subscription to ATTRAnews. A program specialist takes every call. If existing publications address your concern, he’ll send them; if not, you’ll be mailed a custom report in two to four weeks.

Find a teacher. “When the student is ready, a teacher will come,” so states an ancient adage. And any time you break into a new venture, be it raising miniature sheep for pets or Guinea Hogs for meat, an experienced mentor will pave your way to success.

Don’t, however, choose the first mentor who happens down the pike. It’s important to learn from someone truly knowledgeable; “experience” doesn’t always equate with wisdom. Find someone who produces the type of livestock you admire, not just the “right” breed or species but animals you’d like to have in your barn. This person would ideally be engaged in the same sort of venture you’re embarking on, be it raising grass-fed beef or milking dairy goats. She doesn’t have to live close by so she can mentor you in person (though that’s an asset); telephone and e-mail contact works well, too.

Once you have found someone, politely approach this person and ask if you may ask questions as they occur. Some mentors gladly talk newcomers through scary midnight birthings by means of cell phone, but others don’t. Establish contact protocols early on, and please don’t overstep your bounds.

Finding the Right Vet

Always choose a veterinarian for your livestock before bringing any animals home. The process isn’t as easy as you might think. There is a serious (and growing) shortage of large-animal vets nationwide (though minis are relatively small animals, they still need to be seen by large animal vets, as they specialize in the needs of livestock species).

Developing the Initial List

To find a good vet, ask other folks who breed your species for recommendations. Narrow down your selection to several vets most people like, then call their offices and talk to the person in charge. Here are some questions to ask.

[image: image] How many veterinarians are associated with your practice? Do any of them specialize in large animal practice?

[image: image] Are your veterinarians familiar with the species I’m raising? Do any of them raise this species themselves?

[image: image] What range of medical services does your practice provide?

[image: image] Can I stipulate which of your vets I want to treat my livestock?

[image: image] How are phone calls handled? When I call, may I speak to a vet?

[image: image] Do your vets make routine farm calls? Will someone come to my farm in an emergency? If not, do you have facilities to board my species at your practice? What about after-hours, weekend, or holiday emergencies?


LARGE-ANIMAL VET SHORTAGE

Vets who operated large-animal and mixed practices for years are switching to small-animal practices in droves, while fewer graduating vets each year handle large stock. According to a survey by the American Veterinary Medical Association, in 1994 about 36 percent of new veterinary school graduates said they would treat large animals at least part time. In 2004, only 25 percent were willing, and some of those said they would devote no more than 20 percent of their time to large-animal practice.

The major reason for the shift away from large-animal practices: money. The average vet leaves college owing between $80,000 and $100,000. A large-animal practitioner who makes farm calls sees a fraction of the paying clients that a clinic-bound small-animal vet treats every day. With massive debt hanging over new vets’ heads, there’s little wonder small-animal practice makes sense.

Another reason vets cite: pet and horse owners are more willing (and perhaps more able) to pay what it takes to treat an ailing animal than many farmers are, who are reluctant to sink money into injured animals they can convert into meat. It’s discouraging when clients give up on an animal that could be saved, say vets who treat them. Other reasons vets switch from large-animal to small-animal practice include the inability to recruit partner vets for their practices, the lack of qualified emergency practices to refer clients to during the vet’s time off, and the simple fact that it’s easier (and safer) to work with pets instead of livestock species.



[image: image] What are your hours? To whom do you refer clients when you’re unavailable?

[image: image] How is payment handled? Do you offer payment plans for major procedures or collaborate with a lender that does?

Paying the Clinic a Visit

Then, arrange for a time to visit the clinic (don’t just show up unannounced). Note the mileage from your door to the vet’s. When you arrive, meet the staff; they are your link to the practice’s vets, so it’s important that you all get along. Are they friendly and knowledgeable? Will someone give you a walk-through tour of the treatment facilities? Do they allow you to speak with available vets who will be treating your animals?

Ask each vet some questions. How long has she been treating the species you plan to raise? Will she mind if you research a problem in books or online and bring her your results? (Some vets appreciate input; others take offense.)

How does she feel about clients performing routine health care procedures such as treating minor injuries and giving their own shots? Will she dispense prescription drugs such as painkillers and epinephrine if you need them? If you would like to investigate alternative or complementary holistic therapies, will she object?

What sorts of diagnostics are available in-house (X-rays, ultrasounds, blood work, endoscopies, and the like)? If they aren’t done in-house, who does them?

Ask about policies and fees. Some vets require extensive, expensive diagnostics before they’ll treat a beast. Can you afford them?

If the practice offers overnight or long-term, in-house care, ask to see the boarding facilities. Are they safe, clean, and arranged so patients can’t physically interact with one another? What sort of feed are the animals eating? Can you provide your own feed if you want to? Is water readily available and is it clean?

Whatever questions you ask, you should never be made to feel inadequate or stupid. They’re your animals and you’ll be footing the bill, so if you don’t like the way you’re treated or how your questions are handled, by all means take your business elsewhere.

Test Out Your New Vet and Treat Her Right

Once you’ve selected a practice, don’t wait for an emergency to try out the vet. Schedule a routine farm visit and see how that goes. Does she arrive promptly, or does someone from her office phone to inform you of delays? How does she interact with your livestock? Are you comfortable with her attitude and her work?

James Herriot, world-famous Yorkshire veterinarian, doesn’t practice medicine any more; today’s vets are a breed apart. It’s unlikely you’ll find a practice that satisfies all your needs, so prioritize depending on what matters most to you. Is it worth driving farther to work with a better vet? And which is better, the brusque, abrasive vet with years of experience with your species or the friendly, young vet who is eager to work with you and learn?

Once you decide, treat your new vet like a prince; a good vet is worth his or her weight in gold. If your vet makes farm calls, pay attention to the following:

[image: image] Have your animals caught, cleaned up, and ready for treatment when the vet arrives. Chasing your animals across a forty-acre field is not her job. Learn to handle emergencies until your vet arrives.

[image: image] Be there. Your animals know you, and they’ll behave better if you’re on hand to help. If you don’t understand a treatment, ask questions. If follow-up care entails detailed instructions, write them down.

[image: image] Provide a comfortable, weatherproof, well-lit place for your vet to work. Provide a reliable means of restraint even if it’s a makeshift chute or extra hands to help control a fractious animal.

[image: image] A cold beverage on a sweltering summer afternoon or a steaming cup of coffee in the winter makes a good vet feel appreciated.

If your vet doesn’t make farm calls, she may be able to talk you through a procedure on the phone. Find out if your cell or wireless house phone works in the barn. Stock well-equipped first-aid and birthing kits and know how to use them. If you have to bring your animal to the vet’s practice, phone ahead, even in an emergency. Know the fastest, safest route so you can arrive quickly and treatment can begin right away.

Don’t disturb your vet during nonworking hours unless she asks you to do so. By the same token, don’t wait until a minor problem escalates into an after-hours or weekend emergency. Know what you can and cannot do on your own and involve a vet as soon as one is needed.

If you have a problem with the vet or her staff, talk to them about it; don’t bad-mouth the practice behind their backs.

And with no exceptions, settle your bill when payment is due.

Seeking a Holistic Vet?

Nowadays many people prefer a holistic approach to livestock management and care. When their animals become injured or ill, it’s important to find a holistic vet or at least one who is open to alternative and complementary therapies. In rural America, such vets are often few and far between. So, it’s doubly important to locate a vet before you need one. Here are some things to consider:

[image: image] The American Holistic Veterinary Medical Association (see Resources) offers a comprehensive Find a Holistic Vet feature on its Web site. Search by state, modality, or species.

[image: image] Mainline veterinarians are often willing to collaborate with holistic vets upon request, usually by phone. Ask.

[image: image] Many modalities, such as massage, treatment with homeopathic or flower remedies, herbs, and Reiki, can be used to complement your mainline veterinarian’s allopathic treatments. Take some classes, read some books; many of these therapies aren’t difficult to learn and they are very, very effective.


BE A DO-IT-YOURSELF VET (SOMETIMES)

In many parts of rural America, you had better learn to be your own vet at least some of the time. Fewer veterinarians are willing to make farm calls to handle everyday procedures such as birthing young stock, giving vaccinations, and treating minor injuries.

Everyone who keeps livestock should be able to handle routine medical procedures and minor emergencies. Many of us learn to handle bigger problems as well. Decide how much you feel comfortable taking on, then take a class or seminar, read some books, or ask your vet or mentor to help you learn the basics.

That said, never hesitate to call the vet if something seems not quite right or you’re looking at a situation you know you can’t handle. That’s what he’s there for.



Where to Buy

Once you have covered the preliminaries, it’s time to start looking for livestock. In the next chapter we’ll talk about what to look for. For now, let’s discuss where to look.

Touching Base with Sellers

No matter what type of livestock you’re buying, it’s important to deal with reputable sellers of healthy stock.

[image: image] Start by contacting organizations involved with the species and breeds you choose. Most registries supply lists of breeders on request and most host directories on their Web sites.

[image: image] Check out online breeder directories. To find them, type the name of the animal you’re searching for (for example, Lowline cattle, miniature horse, Pygmy goat) and the word directory in the search box at your favorite search engine (for example, Google).

[image: image] Visit breeders’ Web sites. Find them the same way by substituting the word sale for directory in your search engine’s search box. You could also qualify it by state (Babydoll Southdown sale Montana). If breeders’ Web sites don’t offer the precise animal you’re searching for, e-mail sellers and ask if they have additional livestock for sale. If they don’t have what you want, they may know someone who does.

[image: image] Join species- and breed-related e-mail groups in which subscribers post what they have to sell.

[image: image] Check out the periodicals listed in the resources section at the back of this book; they all run display ads, directories, and classifieds. Subscribe to your favorites or pick them up at newsstands and farm stores such as Tractor Supply Company.

[image: image] Take in a show, seminar, or expo. Visit information booths and chat with exhibitors between classes. State and regional breed associations sanction shows and host seminars and expos; e-mail or call these organizations for specifics.

If you want to breed miniature livestock, start with breeding stock from successful producers. Study show results, read pertinent material in magazines and online, and talk with other breeders who consistently produce the kind of animals you’d like to own.


TELEPHONE PROTOCOL

Chances are you’ll make a lot of calls before you buy your first handsome beast. Sometimes you’ll reach call waiting or an answering machine. When you do, make it easy for sellers to get back to you. In the last two months I’ve been unable to return three calls because I couldn’t understand what the caller was saying!

[image: image] If possible, use a landline for making inquiry calls. In some rural areas, my own included, cell phone reception is erratic. Cell phones are notorious for fading and cutting out.

[image: image] Please, speak slowly and clearly, especially when leaving your name, a phone number, or a mailing address. People that hail from other parts of the country may not readily understand regional speech patterns. I live in Arkansas, and some Southern dialects still leave me scratching my head.

[image: image] When leaving a phone number, read the number through, pause, then read it through again. If the person you’re calling doesn’t understand you the first time, give him a second chance to get it right.

[image: image] If you don’t receive a return call, don’t assume the recipient isn’t interested — call again. It can’t hurt and may help you find just what you want.



If you can buy the stock you need close to home, this is good. Healthy animals acclimated to your region that are spared the stress of long-distance hauling tend to stay healthier than those trucked in from distant sources. If you plan to breed high-end show and breeding stock, however, you may not have a lot of local options.

Buying Online

There are many reasons to shop the Internet when you’re looking for livestock: you can shop anywhere in the world, at any time of day, seven days a week, without leaving home; you can select from a vast pool of animals and breeders; and, you can research interesting animals and sellers before you deal, thus saving time and money on farm visits. However, be especially careful to deal with reputable sellers. Request buyers’ references, and always follow through.

When you find something that piques your interest, check it out. Calls are better than e-mails (unfortunately, many times e-mails go unanswered). You can request video footage of the animal that interests you. If video isn’t available, ask to see additional photos taken from many different angles. Examine these materials very carefully and address any issues before you buy.

When you’ve decided to purchase an animal, insist on a written guarantee and negotiate its terms before you commit. Be clear about how and when you will take delivery of the animal before you make a deposit. Work out all of the details: Who pays for interstate health papers and the tests they entail? How long will the seller hold the animals once payment is made and you’re lining up transportation? Who foots vet bills incurred during that wait? What happens if an animal dies or is injured? Get everything in writing; never leave anything to chance.

Visiting Farms

Once you’ve narrowed the field to a group of people selling what you want, contact them, and if possible, arrange to visit their farms.

Arrive at the designated time. Look around. Farms need not be showplaces, but they should not be trash dumps, either. Are animals housed in safe, reasonably clean facilities? Are they in good flesh — neither skinny nor blubbery fat? You might spot individuals that are skinnier or fatter than the norm, but the majority should be in just-right condition.

If you ask the right questions and get the right answers, and if you like the animal you came to see, ask to see its registration papers and its health, vaccination, deworming, and production records. And ask about guarantees. Some producers give them, some don’t. If there is one, insist on getting it in writing.


A FEW MORE WORDS ABOUT PAPERS

Let me repeat: Carefully check the registration papers of animals you buy to make certain you’re getting what you’re paying for.

Carefully compare the animal against the description on its registration papers. If it’s tattooed or wearing an ear tag, this should be mentioned in the papers. Unscrupulous sellers have been known to provide unregistered stock with papers from an animal that died or to “upgrade” an animal with papers much better than its own.

The animal must be recorded in the seller’s name. The last recorded owner is the only person who can transfer the animal to you. In rare cases, the seller may have a transfer form made out in his name but he’s never gotten around to having the papers updated. Some registries will allow this person to issue a second transfer form transferring his impending ownership to you.

If you’re buying a bred female, you’ll usually need a breeder’s certificate signed by both the male’s and female’s owners in order to register her offspring. Depending on the registry you do business with, the service memo may be a separate document or be part of the transfer slip. Know which type you need.

Unless you want a given animal very badly, don’t accept irregularities in its paperwork. Even then, phone the appropriate registry to see what it takes to set things right. For example, in some cases late registrations can cost hundreds of dollars. Don’t get bitten in the end.



Finally, trust your intuition. If a seller makes you feel uneasy for any reason, thank him for his time and leave. There are so many honest sellers out there; there’s no need to deal with someone you don’t quite trust.

Production and Dispersal Sales

Production and dispersal sales are first-class venues for buying quality animals at fair market prices. The best are publicized months in advance. These sales offer printed catalogs that highlight sale animals’ pedigrees and production records. Production sales can be the perfect places to meet people and purchase quality livestock.

Major sales make provisions for absentee bidding (usually by phone, fax, or e-mail), but it’s best to be there in person. Arrive before the sale starts and do hands-on inspections of the animals you think you might bid on. Another sensible ploy: mark your catalog, designating which animals you plan to bid on, and make a notation of your absolute top bid so you don’t get carried away in the heat of a bidding war.

Unless special arrangements are made in advance, payment in full is expected on sale day; don’t plan to pay by check unless you’ve cleared this in advance, too. Animals sell with registration papers, health certificates, and any other documentation needed for interstate shipment. Guarantees, if any, are stated in the sale catalog.

If you bring livestock home from any type of sale, plan to quarantine them away from your existing herd. House them in an easy-to-sanitize area at least 50 feet (15 m) from any other livestock but preferably where they can see other animals of the same species at a distance. Deworm them, vaccinate them, trim their hooves or toenails if needed, but keep the new animals isolated for at least three weeks. Don’t forget to sanitize the conveyance you hauled them home in.

During the quarantine period, feed and care for your other livestock first, so you can scrub up after handling the new additions. Never go directly from the quarantine quarters to the rest of your animals. If you can prevent it, don’t allow dogs, cats, poultry, or any other livestock to travel between one group and the other. When the new additions’ time in quarantine is up, sanitize the isolation area and any equipment you’ve used while caring for them.

Sale Barns

The first rule of livestock buying is to buy from individuals or at well-run dispersal and production sales and never from neighborhood sale barns — they’re dumping grounds for sick animals and culls.

If you buy at sale barns, you won’t know for sure if the animal you buy has been vaccinated, how it’s been handled, if it’s pregnant and by what sort of male, or if difficult or impossible-to-eradicate diseases such as hoof rot, caseous lymphadenitis, tuberculosis, and Johne’s disease are present in its flock or herd of origin. A male may be infertile or so dangerous that its owner is willing to see the last of it at any price. And animals that weren’t sick or exposed to disease before they’re sold through a sale barn will be by the time the sale ends.

If you attend sale barn livestock auctions, even just to look, you’re sure to be tempted to buy. If you succumb to temptation, remember: Never, ever turn newly purchased sale livestock out with the rest of your herd. Always, without exception, quarantine them for at least three weeks.

And whether you buy or not, scrub your hands using plenty of soap and sanitize the clothes you wore to any sale before going near your other livestock. Use one part household bleach to five parts plain water in a fine-mist spray bottle to thoroughly spritz boots and shoes, and launder all other clothing in hot water and detergent. It sounds like overkill, but it isn’t. Foot rot, soremouth, ringworm, respiratory diseases, and a host of other problems can hitchhike home on your hands and your clothes, so it’s best to never take chances.

Exotic Sales

Miniature livestock frequently sell through exotic animal auctions — auctions that sell everything from lion cubs to exotic birds to gnus to more mundane species such as unusual breeds of cattle, sheep, and goats — often at bargain basement prices. But should you patronize them? It depends.

Some exotic sales are long-established, well-run affairs, but most aren’t, and even the best are usually held at livestock sale barns where the animals will be exposed to the hazards named in the section above. The bottom line? Attend a sale before you go to buy. If you’re comfortable with what you see, it might be worth it. However, it’s always better to buy directly from individuals and from production or dispersal sales, because you’re more likely to find healthy livestock. The dollars you save at an exotic sale may not go far toward paying a hefty vet bill.


BREEDER’S STORY

Bev Jacobs and Bill Lanier Jr. Dragonflye Farms Miniature Livestock, Arizona

BEV JACOBS AND BILL LANIER JR. raise miniature Zebu cattle; miniature horses; and Pygmy, Miniature LaMancha, and Nigerian Dwarf goats at Dragonflye Farms, located 25 miles west of Phoenix between Buckeye and Goodyear, Arizona. The couple raise their little livestock to be multipurpose animals, filling the niche for pets and companions, while also producing quality breeding stock and filling the family’s dairy needs.

Their animals shine in the show ring as well, having won multiple Grand Champion ribbons. Dragonflye Farms is the breeder of the AGS Nationals 2008 National Grand Champion Buck, DF Farms HD National Hero! Their Miniature Zebu cattle are all foundation pure animals (an elite group within the Miniature Zebu registry), and their small herd of miniature horses includes Buckeye WCF Eternal Flame — an American Miniature Horse Registry Hall of Fame mare.

When we asked Bev about the Dragonflye Farms breeding program, this is what she said.

“We decided to breed miniature goats after getting our first few goats. We fell in love with them, began showing them, and owned mostly registered stock, so breeding soon followed. We started with a pair of Pygmy doelings and found the goats to be amazing, addicting, fun-loving little companions. Our two goats quickly turned into many more: first a Mini-Alpine and a full-size Nubian, then we added Nigerian Dwarf and Mini-LaMancha goats. Miniature Zebu cattle and miniature horses soon followed. We are absolutely pleased with our decision to raise miniatures!

“The market for miniature livestock can vary; some of it is local or regional. Some is based on ‘the flavor of the moment.’ It also depends on the economy and if the market is saturated or not.

“Offering more than one miniature species is definitely an asset. This enables you to target more than one audience and to hit many ‘niches’ in the miniature livestock market. For example, you are able to market to people wanting pets, along with those wanting breeding stock and those who want to show their animals. There
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Miniature llama
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MINIATURE  1-5 (depending  Nondactating: Goats require secure fenc- Communal loose housing: allow 12-20 square  All miniature live- 24
DAIRY on breed) ing to keep them in and feet or more per goat stock species; full-  (depending
GOATS Lactating does:  predators out: welded- size goats, sheep,  on breed)
3-4 wire cattle or tall sheep  Box stall: allow 16-24 square feet or more of llamas
panels; woven-wire horse  space per goat (ideal sizes: 4' x 4' to 4' x ',
or sheep fencing; multiple ~ depending on breed)
strands of high-tensile or
electric fencing
MINIATURE 3 2-4(1onan Same as for miniature  Communal loose housing: allow 16-20 square  All miniature live- 3
FIBER everyday basis,  dairy goats feet or more per goat stock species; full-
GOATS but Pygoras and size goats, sheep,
Nigoras require Box stall: allow 16-30 square feet or more of llamas
annual or bian- space per goat (ideal sizes: 4' x 4' to 4' X 6)
nual stripping or
shearing, depend-
ing on fiber type)
PYGMY 1-3(depending 1 (3-4if milking ~ Same as for miniature  Communal loose housing: allow 12-16 square  All miniature live- ~ 1-3
GOATS on quality) lactating does)  dairy goats feet or more per goat stock species; full- (depending
size goats, sheep, on quality)
Box stall: allow 16-24 square feet or more of llamas
space per goat (ideal sizes: 4' x 4' to 4' X 6')
MINIATURE  3-5 (depending 2 (1 onanevery-  Sheep require secure Communal loose housing: allow 12-16 square All other livestock ~ 3-4
SHEEP on breed) day basis, but fencing to keep them feet or more per sheep species (depending
most miniature  in and predators out: on breed)
sheep also welded-wire cattle or tall  Box stall: allow 16-24 square feet or more of
require annual  sheep panels; woven-wire  space per sheep (ideal sizes: 4' x 4' to 4' x 6')
shearing) horse or sheep fencing;
multiple strands of high-
tensile or electric fencing
MINIATURE  Potbellied pigs: 1 Welded-wire hog panels  Communal loose housing: allow 20-25 square Al other livestock  Potbellied
PIGS work best feet of space per pig species with one  pigs: 1

Kunekune and
heritage pigs: 5

Box stall: allow 24-48 or more square feet of
space per pig (ideal sizes: 4' x 6' to 6' x 8',

caveat: pigs have
been known to
kill and eat small,

Kunekune: 4-5

depending on adult size and breed) weak lambs and  Heritage
Kids, s0 they breeds: variable
Smaller miniature pigs can also be housetrained  shouldn't be kept  (based on
and kept indoors as pets with sheep or whether they're
goats with new-  raised for
born offspring at  breeding stock
their sides or pork)
KEY: 1 =readily available : 1 = very easy 1 = very unlikely
5 = rare or demand 5 = time consuming 5 = high

curtently exceeds.
supply

o difficult

Note: Figures and comments are subjective and based on the author's experience and that of veteran livestock owners surveyed through species-specific e-mail forums.
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Compatibility with Profit

Species. Availability Ease of care Fencing* Pasture and shelter other species. potential
MINIATURE  3-5 (depending  Beef cattleand  Any standard cattle Allow approximately % the pasture-stocking rate  All other livestock ~ 3-5
CATTLE on breed) nonlactating dairy ~ fencing: multiple strands  recommended for a conventional cow, based on  species of all (depending
cattle: 1 of barbed, high+tensile, or  local conditions (consult your county extension  sizes (barring on breed)
electric fencing; welded-  agent for particulars) horses that
Lactating dairy  wire mesh cattle panels; habitually chase
cattle: 3-4 wood, plastic, or pipe Communal loose housing: allow 25-35 square  cattle)
post-andrail construction feet of space per animal
Box stall: allow 64-80 or more square feet of
space per animal (ideal sizes: 8' x 8' to 8' x 10')
MINIATURE  1-3 (depending 1 Wood, plastic, or pipe Allow approximately ¥ to ¥ the pasture-stocking Al other livestock ~ 1-4
HORSES on quality) post-and-rail construction;  rate recommended for a fullsize horse, based on ~ species except  (depending
multiple strands of high-  local conditions (consult your county extension  aggressive fullsize on quality)
tensile or electric wire agent for particulars) horses
(but not barbed) fencing;
welded-wire mesh cattle  Communal loose housing: allow 30-40 square
panels; woven-wire horse feet of space per animal
or sheep fencing
Box stall: allow 64-80 or more square feet of
space per animal (ideal sizes: 8' x 8' to 8 x 10')
MINIATURE  2-3 (depending 1 Wood, plastic, or pipe Allow approximately 4 to  the pasture-stocking  All other livestock 14
DONKEYS  on quality) post-and-rail construction;  rate recommended for a fullsize horse, based on  species except  (depending
AND MULES multiple strands of high-  local conditions (consult your county extension  aggressive full-size on quality)
tensile or electric wire agent for particulars) horses
(but not barbed) fencing;
weldedwire cattle panels; Communal loose housing: allow 25-35 square
woven-wire horse or feet or more of space per adult donkey or mule
sheep fencing
Box stall: allow 64-80 or more square feet of
space per donkey (ideal sizes: 8' x 8' to 8' x 10)
MINIATURE  4-5 1 Wood, plastic, or pipe Communal loose housing: allow 25-30 square Al other livestock ~ 3-5
LLAMAS postandrail construction; feet of space per llama species except  (depending
multiple strands of high- aggressive fullsize  on quality)

tensile or electric wire
(but not barbed) fencing;
welded-wire mesh cattle
panels; woven-wire horse
or sheep fencing

Box stall: allow 48-80 or more square feet of
space per llama (ideal sizes: 6' x 8' to 8' x 10')

horses

KEY: 1
5 = rare or demand
currently exceeds.
supply

readily available ; 1 =very easy * Its always best to house and

5 = time consuming  pasture miniature livestock.

or difficult and poultry of all species
inside tall, stout, predator-
proof fencing, Also consider
keeping a livestock guardian
dog or a fullsize guard llama
or donkey with miniature
goats, miniature sheep, and
with small groups of miniature.
equines.







ops/images/home.jpg





ops/images/f0013-02.jpg
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Kunekune pig
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