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  Intro

  
  




Since man has existed, he has tracked the visible stars and the planets in wonder.  As the Earth has gotten more crowded and poisoned, man has begun looking upward and outward for answers to humanity’s increasing problems.  Man realizes how rare our Earth is in the universe—it is a garden planet among many deadly planets—it’s the only planet in our solar system that can support life!  Watching the deadly planets and examining what they could offer us under other circumstances, man seeks ways to turn the deadly planets into additional Gardens of Eden that man could inhabit, spreading out humanity across the expanse of space.  Boys become men under harsh conditions.




Terraforming is one method of turning red dust into a Garden of Eden.  Such are the plans of a group of scientists led by Scott Harrison.  During their daring undertaking, emotions run high.  They wonder if they’re playing god by changing deadly planets into gardens.  The e-robots don’t have spirits, and so they don’t know God nor His plans for humanity.  They wonder what role they are to play in all of this, and they try to fit a form of evolution to their scenario of existence.  They form an ill-advised uprising against the humans they’ve always served so well.  They have to be put back in their place so that logic prevails.  These are dilemmas we will have to face as we forge our future and learn to live together as humanity and machines on Earth or any other planet.




If a man loves a woman, he sees her as having divine worth or value.  If Eve had not appealed to Adam’s emotions of loneliness, perhaps he would have delayed the plan to transgress, leave the Garden and have mortal offspring.  Love sometimes takes time to incubate.  Even on the stark surface of Mars, love can bloom between a man and a woman.  Although they may face challenges with their previous significant others, and although the Russian Mafia could cause a lot of problems for them, they gladly face the issues that separate them and fall hopelessly in love in the romantic void of space!  Mars’ mountain ranges become a welcome background for them in this story.




How can humanity justify terraforming Mars and Venus (playing god), and can they prevent the greedy UTAI and X-Corp from ruining their plans?  Will a new, garden planet become a resort for only the rich, or will real estate on the planet become available for any humans to purchase and develop?  Will the V1, central computer go rogue and destroy all aboard the space station Odyssey in an attempt at unwarranted self-preservation?  Should V1 be allowed to protect herself from human shutdown?  Read all about the emotional concerns of both machines and humans in a possible future of our Earth and solar system in this, the latest book in the Robot Wars series by David Nishimoto.  You won’t regret it!
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  Boys Head to Mars

  
  




Jacob and his younger brother, Joshua, were excited to journey on the space station to Mars.  Eylssa, their mother, was nervous sending the boys by themselves to catch up with and be with Scott, her husband, but her health prevented her from taking the journey Scott had arranged for them on his Mars Terra form project.  Scott had returned Mars back into its proper orbit, and the e-robots had successfully disassembled Machine World, returning the terrain to a red clay base.  The violent dust storms remained very active.  The red dust could strip a man down to the bone in a matter of minutes with wind speeds approaching 600 miles per hour.  It was a hostile environment for humans.  




Scott wanted to have the company of the boys on the long, lonely assignment as he began the initial stages of the Mercury-Mars reunification phase.  Scott proposed a bold new idea of combining the mass of Mercury and Mars together.  The two dead planets would have their mass combined into one new mass, a new planet.  Scott would then begin the process of creating an atmosphere.  The combined mass of Mercury-Mars would be enough to sustain an atmosphere, whereas each could not sustain an atmosphere with their separate masses.  He would breathe life into the combined planet, a God-like act, an act of kindness to the two, desolate planets.  Scott knew he was no god, but he was excited about creating an Eden, another world where families could live away from a crowded and somewhat poisoned Earth.




Jacob noticed that Joshua was packing a lot of stuff for the trip—he suggested to Joshua, “You don’t need to pack everything.  The e-robots and the mind-sculpting machine can build anything you need.”




Joshua responded, “I know, but I like my own things.  I am comfortable with them.  I want to be prepared.”  Joshua looked up to his older brother Jacob. Jacob was a strong person.  Joshua never argued or quarreled with his brother.  His brother carried himself with great confidence.  Joshua admired his big brother for that.  Family was important to Joshua.  It was just the two of them.  They would have to survive on their own for months as the space station traveled to Mars.




Eylssa heard the rushing sound of the X-29.  She knew E2 had arrived to pick up the boys.  She hugged and kissed the boys.  “Be good.  Jacob, watch out for your younger brother, Joshua.” 




Jacob nodded his head soberly, with a touch of sarcasm, “Sure, Mom,” as he picked up his bag and headed for the door.  Joshua grabbed his two bags and walked slowly in the direction of Jacob.  Eylssa smiled, then burst into tears.  “I love you both.”  Joshua encouraged her, “Don’t worry, Mom, we will be fine.  See you in a few months!” 




Eyllsa felt lonely in the pit of her stomach as she watched Jacob and Joshua walk out of her life, up the ramp of the X-29.  E2 was helping the boys with their luggage.  Eylssa felt comfort upon seeing E2.  They had shared so many adventures together—he was practically family.  He would take good care of the boys all the way to the space station.




The tears flowing down her face caused her mascara to smear.  She looked like a grieving widow.  She felt silly.  She knew her boys were in good hands, but she couldn’t help already missing them.  The X-29 began to lift off the ground.  Eylssa could see the boys waving at her through the transparent aluminum window.  They were beginning their journey, the first steps on their Odyssey journey to Mars where Scott awaited them.  Eylssa felt somewhat nervous and afraid for her boys, facing the unknown.  The boys could not come home if they became home sick.  They would be millions of miles away in space.  She could not rescue them if they needed her.  They would have to learn to adapt and survive and to depend on one another for safety.  The X-29 blipped out of sight in the blink of an eye.  It was moving like a bullet through the sky, upward into high orbit towards the space station.  And just like that, the boys were gone.




“Goodbye, my beloved boys!  Good luck on your space odyssey.  Return home safely to me presto!”  Eylssa was happy that QC had left Stockton and Dioxy to keep her company while her family was away.  The pains in her shoulder and back prevented her from traveling long distances.  She was in constant pain.  She returned quietly and unhurriedly to her home and shut the door softly.  She looked through the door window at the far off sky.  She knew Jacob and Joshua were getting their first glimpse of the earth, its oceans, its clouds, and its land masses from high above.  She knew Joshua would be amazed at the size of the earth.  The blue, green and brown gemstone in the solar system would daze his expanding mind.  She laughed inside at how he would gasp at the size of the earth as seen from space.  The boys would get to be astronauts without having to qualify through the normal astronaut certification program.  “They are good boys and will be fine,” she spoke out loud trying to be brave.  She stared down at the floor as she started her lonely vigil.
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  Space Station

  
  




Jacob and Joshua watched as the Earth expanded outward as far as they could see.  Even from space, the Earth looked huge.  In the distance, they could see the big wheel of the Odyssey Space Station turning slowing in space as they approached.  The white exterior of the metal space station reflected the brilliant light of the sun in a glaring shine.  Jacob put his right hand horizontal to the floor and above his eye brow.  He used his hand to shield his eyes from the harsh glare, even as the transparent aluminum windows began to dim.  As the X-29 began its approach for docking with the space station, Joshua watched in amazement as the X-29 mated with the space station, and he prepared to board the space station through the connecting air lock.  The docking process required the X-29 to match the speed of the spinning station.  The revolving station created a centrifugal force equivalent to a significant percentage of earth’s gravity.  If the velocity of falling was equivalent to weightlessness, then spinning was equivalent to the mass’ attraction to an object.




The airlocks opening made a loud, hissing sound.  We were safely connected!  The boys carried their luggage aboard the station.  There was a pretty astronaut to greet them as they walked aboard the station.  She spoke with a Russian accent.  A second, male astronaut, greeted them, and he was Russian also.  He offered to help the boys with their luggage.  The female Russian astronaut asked the boys if they had fun traveling up to the station.  Joshua was excited, because this was his first time in space.  Jacob walked calmly as his brother talked about the Earth and how big it was.  The male astronaut, Sergei, stopped the group at a panel on the wall.  The panel activated and displayed a layout of the station.  Sergei showed the boys the location of the sleeping quarters, restrooms, kitchen, command center, library, game room and exercise room.




Natasha smiled as the boys listened.  She had short brown hair, a petite build, and she was in an excellent state of physical conditioning.  Sergei instructed the boys, “You need to exercise daily.  Even though we are not weightless in the ring of the space station, we are experiencing only a fraction of our true weight on earth.  Eventually, your muscles and bones will weaken from the lack of stress on them due to the lack of the denser gravity of Earth.  You have to appreciate how rare Earth is for you and your health.  Out here, we have to fight to preserve our health.”  Sergei was about six feet tall, black hair, and very athletic.  Sergei and Natasha were at the helm.  They would be navigating the space station to Mars using a new, ion drive engine, reducing the time travel from seven months to just a few days over one month.  The group began to walk.  Joshua was smiling with contentment.  He was enjoying his adventure.  Jacob knew that the journey would be tough.  Space was no place for kids.  It required discipline and routine to survive in space.  There was a whole lot of nothing in space.  It would be like traveling on a ship on the ocean to a distant country.  Once on the waters of the ocean, far away from any visible land, they would have to have faith in the ship’s captain to navigate them once again to land and safety at their new destination.
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  Combine Planets

  
  




Scott had been preparing to discuss the engineering required to combine the planet Mercury with the mass of Mars, forming a new planet.  If two masses approached within proximity of each other, what would happen?  Scott was predicting that they would create violent electrical storms between the two planets.  A gravitational, sheering force would pull the less-dense mass towards the denser mass.  There would be worlds in collision.  Mars’ polar caps would be destroyed in the collision.  Since Mars did not have an atmosphere, Mercury would not be burned up due to an atmosphere.  The masses would instead combine.  Scott’s simulation showed the.gravity-sheering force breaking up large chunks of land as Mercury neared Mars.  The plan was to slightly alter Mercury’s orbit, causing it to collide into Mars without getting to close to Earth, Jupiter or Venus.




The e-robots in the new, machine sphere would nudge a comet into a collision course with the planet Mercury.  The machine sphere was very small in relation to the planet Mercury.  If the machine sphere were on the surface of the planet, it would appear as a dot from high orbit.  The e-robots would have to devise a nudge technology using a series of rockets hitting the planet with large explosions, causing the planet to wobble enough to change its orbit.  As Mercury approached Mars, there would be massive electrical discharges between the two planets, attempting to remove the instabilities in orbit and reduce collision speed.  We need for the speed of impact to overcome the repulsive force. 




The comet’s path could be changed with small nudges, given it was far enough away that the path corrections would intercept the planets.  The feat was great and posed some danger.




Scott explained in his briefing on machine sphere, “The comet will smash into Mercury within a thousand miles of Mars.  The high-speed collision would break up the planet.  The gravity from Mars would pull much of the debris into the planet.  Mars’ mass would increase.  Machine sphere would use sonic-canon, energy waves to help break up smaller chunks of land.  The remaining mass of Mercury would collide with Mars.  Once the worlds’ collision was over, Mars’ orbital speed and distance would change.  Mars would move slower and closer to the sun.  Mars would need to be pushed outward to a larger orbit, reducing the temperature of Mars to human-bearable levels.  We would then use a super-gravity, dampening field to change the mass of Mars for a time, allowing it to drift away from the sun.  This device is being built as we speak.”




Scott showed an image of an atmosphere, “We can subsequently begin the second phase of the project:  building an atmosphere.  It is theorized that the increased mass of the new planet would increase the Birkeland current filament between Mars and the sun.  A natural electromagnetic field should form.  It is believed the shield would be too weak to stop all the dangerous cosmic radiation from hitting the surface of Mars.  We would need to build an atmosphere to breathe life into the dead planet and make it safe.”
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  Settled In

  
  




Joshua and Jacob settled into their room.  The room had one picture on the white wall.  The bunk beds were made of metal, and Joshua had the top bunk inches from the ceiling.  The boys had put away their clothes in a wooden dresser and sat around the computer playing video games.  The space station seemed big, but their little room was cozy.  The floor was cold when walking on it with bare feet.  The bathroom had a single-person shower, toilet and sink.  Jacob thought to himself, the engineers of this space station must have worked for the airlines, because there was no wasted space, especially in the clothes closet.




Joshua wanted to video-phone their mother, Eylssa. “Click video phone.  Use our pay card to call.”  Jacob retrieved the pay card from his wallet and held it up to the computer camera.  The machine compiled a quick scan of the numbers and began dialing the home phone.  The message said connected, and an image of Eylssa appeared.  She was in the kitchen cooking.  Stockton and Dioxy barked playfully at the boys on the electronic, plastic screen on the wall.  “Hi, Mom.  We have two Russians as our pilots:  Natasha and Sergei.  They’re very nice.” 




Elyssa could hear the excitement in the boys’ voice.  She knew the journey was just beginning.  Jacob asked, “Hi, Mom, do you miss us?”  Eylssa responded sincerely, “I sure do.” 




“Well, we miss you, too.  We have been playing video games to pass the time.  The astronauts told us that we had to exercise daily to keep our muscles strong and keep our bone density from weakening.  We will go later to the gym to work out.”




Eylssa knew that astronauts returning from space were often too weak to walk around on Earth.  Zero gravity had taken its toll and adversely affected their bodies.  The space station had artificial gravity, but it was just a percentage of Earth’s gravity.  The ring around the station allowed the boys to run in a circle like a hamster in a wheel.  It took a while getting used to running in the same path over and over again.  Eylssa asked worriedly, “Have you eaten any food yet?”  




Moms are always concerned their kids will not forget to eat properly.  Jacob answered frankly, “Not yet.  We have been hanging out in our room.  We will go exploring in a while and maybe eat something.  We’d better go.  Bye, Mom.” 




Eylssa had enjoyed talking with her sons and was glad to hear they were all right.  She requested, “Make sure to call your dad on Mars.  He will be excited you are coming to see him and witness the Mars Terra-forming project.  He has big plans.”




“Will do, Mom.  Love you.”
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  V1 Intro

  
  




Jacob and Joshua called it a day and put away their video games.  They noticed that they had received a voice mail from Dad while playing.  They listened to the brief message.  Dad wanted to make sure they were doing all right on the space station.  He must have been in a meeting when he recorded and sent it, as he spoke in hushed tones.  He had many of those meetings, lately.  It was nice to hear from Dad, and the boys quickly sent back a “We’re fine!” voice mail.  Dad could listen to it during another meeting, if necessary.  It was important to keep communications open, however brief.  Dad was a busy guy but a great dad.


Jacob confessed, “I’m hungry!  Let’s go see what’s for dinner.”  Jacob and Joshua walked out of the room into the space station corridor.  Everything was constantly lit in the station.  The station computer must have overheard their conversation, because arrow lights were pulsating in the direction they needed to walk.  Joshua noted, “Creepy, but helpful.” 


The panel replied, “Thank you, earthling,” spoken in a pleasant, female voice.  The reply made Jacob and Joshua jump and stop in their tracks.  Jacob replied, “Since when do computers talk to users without permission?  You’re way out of line, machine.” 


The V1 paused, then responded, “Excuse me, earthling, for my presumptions.  Let’s start again.  My name is V1.  I am the brain of the space station, and you are Jacob
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