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Kailey wakes up with a cry, a shiver ran through her spine. Her heart was still beating in her throat and her whole body was covered with a layer of sticky sweat. Kailey pulled her hands from under already thin sheets and examined them closely, there was no blood as she had just seen in her dreaming. She slowly shook her head, to keep her mind clear. No, it wasn't a dream it was a nightmare, a nightmare she had to live with for the rest of her life. The door of the room opened and two young men came in, one with dyed green hair and another with black and crimson hair lights. The latter lingered in the doorway while the green-haired one walked over to Kailey. He carefully sat on the edge of the bed.

"Kailey, are you all right?" Kailey looked at him in surprise. Nick was only one year older than her, but with that look in his eyes she would estimate him older. She nodded fleetingly, but he already knew it was a lie.

"It was just a nightmare, I'm sorry if I woke you up." She glanced at Realm who shook his head.

"Kailey, you don't have to apologize for anything, what happened to you. Let's just say it's still pretty frightening."

"You mean that Alexandra tried to kill me." Nick pressed his lips together, Kailey knew it was a touchy subject, he was a vampire and she was a member of a vampire hunter family that strangely has the same ancestor as Nick. But that never hurt her relationship with cousin Nick, as she'd called him. "Don't forget Alexandra was my best friend and I did what I could to prevent..." Nick took her hand and squeezed it gently.

"You don’t have to tell me that, Kailey. Of all the hunters I know, the van Helsing family isn't really known for being bloodthirsty vampire killers. So don't worry." Kailey pulled her hand lose and sighed, Nick looked at his boyfriend, Realm and then looked back again at her. Kailey also looked at Realm for a moment, she had heard his story from her father and if she was honest she would had condemned him. But now that she knew him and heard his music, her opinion of him had changed completely.

"Nick, maybe we can talk about this tomorrow. She had a nightmare, just like we've had. She need’s to live with her trauma and it doesn't help if we, like two worried parents are keep floating away from her." Kailey struggled not to laugh, it wasn't what Realm said, but the way he said it. He took a few steps into the room and bumped into a cardboard box, hissed and released a curse. "I'd be happy if those night vision rumors turned out to be true, and I can't wait for these boxes to be gone." Kailey's smile faded and her demeanor darkened.

"Realm." Nick reproved and Realm raised his hands. Kailey forced a smile and looked at Realm.

"It's okay, I know he didn't mean he wanted me out. But I can't say I'm looking forward to going to vampire school. I know it's a good school, but it won't take way that I will be surrounded with..."

"Leeches, Vamps, bloodsucking demons. How many other names do vampire hunters for our kind?" Said Nick and she shrugged, she never listened to that kind name calling. She look at Realm again, she had stayed in their small apartment after her father told that she was changing schools, that was even before Alexandra attacked her. The assault on Kailey's life and the fact that she had to take Alexandra's life to save hers hadn't changed her father's mind.

"I think Realm is right. I really need some more sleep. Tomorrow I'm going to a new school full of new challenges." She tried to sound cheerful but they didn’t look convinced. But they left the room nonetheless, Nick closed the door with one last worried look. Kailey laid down on her back, looking up to the white plastered sailing. It was not difficult to geuss what was on her mind. Alexandra and the Red Tempest Academy. Before her father had told her she would go to the Red Tempest Academy, she was a student at the Hunters Conservatory, a school for the future generation vampire hunters. But after what happened with Alexandra she didn’t want to go back to that school either. She closed her eyes and sighed, maybe vampire school wasn’t so bad idea after all.
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A SOFT KNOCK ON KAILEY'S door let her know it was time to get up, she hasitated for a moment this was her last night's sleep. The Red Tempest Academy was a night school, slowly she got up and stretched out. Kailey's gaze went through the early sunlight-lit room, her gaze caught on the garment bag containing her school uniform. Realm had picked it up for her the day before, so she could try it on and to her great regret it was the perfect fit. Both Nick and Realm had told her that she had to wear this uniform every time she left her dorm, what a retarded old-fashioned custom. Still, she went to the garment bag and unzipped it. Another knock on her door, this time it was a ferm one.

"Come in." Kailey pulled her ponytail straight and looked from the mirror to the door, which opened slowly, Nick entered the room.

"Hey Kailey, did you get some sleep?" Kailey couldn't help, but to hear Realm's words about worried parents in her head.

"Yes, father." Nick looked pained, but still laughed. He walked farther into the room and sat on her bed.

"Yes, yes. I know, I act more than a parent than a peer." Kailey walked over to him and sat down on the bed next to him. "It was nice to have you in my apartment, which is not build for three young adults."He sighed and looked at Kailey "Still, you wish that it was not necessary." Kailey nodded slowly.

"But Nick, you and Realm welcomed me with open arms at the beginning of the summer, my parents could have sent you to your parents too." Nick's face twisted slightly, and Kailey knew why. In the family it was known that Nick's parents had fierce arguments and that only the vampire's customs kept them from a divorce. Nick had explained it to her a few times when they were younger, and yet she had to admit that it sounded strange to her. Her parents had being divorced, because her father believed in the peace between vampires and human, and her mother did not. Kailey sighed, feeling a bit down thinking her parents split up, it was time for another topic. "So, one which time are we going to your school?" Nick smiled at her, noticing the change of subject.

"It's no longer my school, I graduated last year. Remember?" Kailey nodded. "But Realm  asked me the same thing this earlier and I was thinking we will bring you there after lunch." He took his eyes off her and looked at the stack of boxes in the room, which had been there since she came to stay with them and hadn't been opened either. "Are you sure you have everything?" He had asked that question several times, Kailey knew why. Last year he met Realm and finally came out of the closet, but as soon as he took the step. He, Nathalia and Realm were kidnapped by Realm's lunatic of a father, Mikan Stryder, who had miraculously escaped the hunters, again. Later that year, Velika Lazar, a human girl and friend of Kailey’s, joined thevampires of the Red Tempest Academy and the school was attacked by the Lazar family during the annual Bloodmoonball. Velika was shot by her own father while trying to protect her boyfriend, Alex-Lucas Barnier. Kailey could rightly understand that it had left a everlasting impression on the now eighteen-year-old Nick. She slapped her bare legs with her flat hands. Right away she wished that she had not done that, she felt her bare skin burning under her hands.

"Yes Nick, like I told you before. I have everything and if I don't have something I have my father’s permission to order it online." Nick was visibly unconvinced, Kailey always praised herself for her patience. But even that had it’s limits and it slowly came into view. "Nick." He blinked a few times and gave her a thin smile.

"Come on, let's have breakfast. Then you can listen to Realm when he talks about his music education again. Or again about that song that he recorded, you know the one that has being on the radio a view times." Kailey sighed, she knew which song Nick meant, but she was not sure if that was an improvement. Yet at the same time they got up and left the bedroom. Realm was already waiting for them at a small round table. There were three plates on the table, Kailey looked in surprise at the plate on her place. There was a small white box on it, she looked at Nick who was not hiding his smile well. She sat down and pointed to the box.

"What is this?" Realm chuckled.

"That's a little white box." Kailey sighed and picked up the box, carefully opening it. In the box was a gold chain with a gold pendant attached to it. The pendant was engraved with a tiger, the sign of the Lumina family. She frowned at the piece of jewelry, which looked old, she looked at Nick with a small frown.

"Why are you giving me a family pendant? You're not proposing to me, are you?" Nick laughed and shook his head.

"No, by my soul, Kailey that is... why would you ask me...? You know what never mind. Kailey do not forget that we are family somewhere at the bottom of the bloodline and this pendant symbolishes that." Kailey carefully took the jewelry out of the box and held it up. Nick was right on the bottom of the bloodline they were family, which meant she had vampire blood somewhere far away. "In addition to what it symbolishes, this pendant belonged to our common ancestor, Sediana Lumina." Kailey looked at Nick from the hanger and pressed her lips together. Did she deserve this pendant? Nick had probably seen the doubt on her face and got up. He held out his hand and she handed the pendant over to Nick. "Kailey, you've got the white tiger's blood in your veins. If you're cornered, you'll fight back. That means in my humble opion that you deserve this pendant." Nick said as he hung the pendant on her. The cold precious metal felt strange, yet she felt a weird sense of pride.

"Thank you." She said when Nick was back and he gave her one short nod.

"No problem."
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Leo got out of the car with a big sigh, it was Sunday evening and the first lessons of his senior year were due to start tomorrow. According to his sister, this feeling would never be forgotten, the strange mixture of relief and despair. Leo's gaze darkened slightly as he remembered his beautiful sister. Who could have predicted that she could no longer be there and all because she had been murdered by a vampire hunter. No, she wasn't a vampire hunter yet, she was the daughter of hunters and according to his parents one of the better hunter families. But that couldn't say anything about their daughter who had killed their own daughter in cold blood. Leo felt his blood boil in his veins.

"The little lion cub has returned." Leo had walked through the iron gate of the school and hadn't looked back. Galakrond stepped out of the shadows into the dim sunlight, the boy with his half-shaven haircut looking a little to serious to Leo’s taste.

"Well it had to happen, Gala the summer will not last forever." Gala nodded in agreement and sighed.

"I'm sorry about Alexandra." Leo clenched his fists if he needed to hear that one more time, he didn't know what to do. Leo strode past Gala to the main building, which provided further access to the rest of the Academy. "Leo, you should know that Kailey..." But Leo didn't listen and walked into the main building without saying a word.

He
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