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The books of Psalms and Proverbs present two phenomenal statements regarding the believer’s life. The first is found in Psalms 34:19, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord delivereth him out of them all.” The second is found in Proverbs 24:16, “For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall into mischief.” 

Each of these statements reveal the troubles that believers will face and how it is possible for unforeseen mistakes and failures will come. However, the strength of the second admonition is that the righteous will get up after times of failure and defeat. The Restoration and Recovery Series was developed to bring hope, comfort, and peace to Christians during and after troublesome times in their Christan walk.

In this publication

In biology, the Lazarus Effect refers to species and other organisms that appeared in one time period and then disappeared; only to reappear at a later period of time. Biologists were amazed at how a species could be alive and well at a certain time and then seemingly go extinct. Then, this "extinct" species somehow comes back to life and reproduces. 

Biologists used the term Lazarus Effect based upon the New Testament account of Jesus miraculously raising His friend Lazarus from the dead. In the fourth book of the Restoration & Recovery Series, we will continue to examine the failures and ultimate successes of biblical characters. Learn how you can experience a Lazarus Effect in your personal life. 
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There are some things in our lives that can seem to be extinct. The love, joy, peace, and hope of some Christians has gone extinct. However, if species and other organisms in nature can experience the Lazarus Effect, how much the more those who have believed on the name of Christ.

In this section, I want to encourage believers to stand in expectation of a Lazarus Effect in areas of their lives. In the same manner that Christ delivered Lazarus from the pangs of death, so will He deliver you from the pangs of hopelessness, despair, depression, and any other ailments (physical and spiritual) that may cause you to be like the 'walking' dead. 

Seven-fold Dimension of the Lazarus Effect

From the story of Lazarus' resurrection, we discover 7 things we can do to experience the "real" Lazarus Effect.

Forsake

The first step to experience a personal Lazarus Effect is to forsake the belief that past inactivity is a sign of insensitivity. In the account of Lazarus, we discover that Jesus delayed coming to help Lazarus.

Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same place where he was. John 11:5-6 (KJV)

Jesus delayed His coming because He wanted to perform something great in Lazarus’ life. He would use Lazarus’ resurrection to demonstrate to believers that at that last day, all who believe in Him will rise again to eternal life. His coming was not delayed because He did not care; for we know He loved Lazarus. Always trust Christ’s love for you.

Many, today, think because their prayers have not been answered and their situations worsened that Christ did not hear their prayers. Moreover, some begin to think that God did not care about them. 

Do not think because your pain, suffering, or situation has lasted that God did not care or see your situation, he has been setting you up for a greater blessing. Forsake the idea that you have done something so bad that He will not help you in the time of need.

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. Heb 4:16 (KJV)

You can trust God’s love for you. We are instructed to come BOLDLY to His throne which is characterized by grace to receive mercy. Therefore, do not allow past mistakes and failures make you think that God no longer is with you and that He will not help you. Come to His throne and you will find the grace and help you need.

Face

The second step to receive a personal Lazarus Effect is to face the reality that what we go through, is not only for His glory, but also for others. Jesus used Lazarus’ death to give the disciples a chance to increase their faith. 

And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him. John 11:15 (KJV)

Jesus allowed the one He loved to suffer sickness and die, but had a righteous joy concerning it because the disciples’ faith would be strengthened when they saw Lazarus’ resurrection.

From this, we discover that God will allow us to suffer that others will believe on Him when they see His power demonstrated in our lives. Jesus intended to raise Lazarus from the dead; this is why He allowed him to die. Trust, as you read this, that God intends to deliver you from your situation. The stage has just in the process of being set for the benefit of others.

In addition, Jesus used Lazarus’ situation as a way to give the onlookers and mourners the chance to believe on Him that He came from God. Remember, there are times we go through in big and dramatic ways so that the move of God (in our circumstances) can bless others and in some instances bring others into the Kingdom of God.

Four

The third step to receive a personal Lazarus Effect is to remember that four days was required to silence doubt. Jesus arrived when Lazarus had been in the grave four days. 

Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the grave four days already. John 11:17 (KJV)

Jesus’ delay silenced any doubt to the authenticity of the resurrection that was about to take place. The Jewish people believed that the spirit of an individual remained around a person for up to three days after death. So, if Jesus had come during this time, speculation could have arisen concerning Lazarus’ imminent recovery. This brings us to an important truth.

Four days represents the necessary time designed to kill any doubt that it was God who blessed you, healed you, allowed you to receive the promotion, elevated you in ministry, delivered your mind and heart, etc. Jesus waited in order to prove Himself. 

Oftentimes, we have to wait until the fullness of times comes in our situation that God may receive all the credit for it. Just do not give up before your ‘four days’ are complete for a Lazarus Effect will occur.

Faithless

The fourth step to receive a personal Lazarus Effect is to understand that faithless people will frustrate it. Martha looked at the situation from a natural standpoint. She, initially, did not understand that if Jesus is on the scene, anything is possible.

Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. John 11:21 (KJV)

Sometimes we can think that because God did perform something for us at a particular time, now it is too late. But that is not true. In addition, do not allow the doubts of others to cause you to doubt what God can and will do in your life, regardless of past and present situations. Remember what happened in Jesus’ hometown.

And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them. And he marvelled because of their unbelief. Mark 6:5-6 (KJV)

The unbelief of the people frustrated the work that Christ could have done among them. The same is true for us. If we allow others to instill doubt in us, we may not receive all that God has for us.

Form

The fifth step to receive a personal Lazarus Effect is to form relationships with those who believe beyond the facts of the situation in your life. 

And said, where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see. John 11:34 (KJV)

After Mary talked to Jesus, He asked them for the place of Lazarus’ grave. The people could have refused. There had to be some element of faith or just plain curiosity to see what Jesus would do. Faith pleases God and will always result in God’s will being accomplished.

But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. Heb 11:6 (KJV)

You need people in your life who will pray for you and will cause you to allow Jesus into your places of extinction or death; whether through word or deed.

Follow

The sixth step to receive a personal Lazarus Effect is to follow Christ to the place of death. After Christ was directed to the grave, the people followed Him. Part of the Christian walk is to follow Jesus to Calvary. Remember His words,

Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. Matt 16:24 (KJV)

After you make your petition again, then follow Christ in faith, love, and hope into painful events (place of death) of your past and present situations so that you can receive the Lazarus Effect.

Forget

The seventh step to receive a personal Lazarus Effect is to forget the events of the past and go FORTH. At the gravesite, Martha still expressed doubt because she had watched her brother suffer, die, and be buried. 

Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? John 11:39-40 (KJV)

He told Martha to continue to believe in order to see the glory of God. The same applies to us today. Before you can receive the Lazarus Effect in your life, you have to allow the pain, frustration, and disappointments of what happened in life and in your relationship with God to be dispelled. 

Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those
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