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    Poised between the soaring promises of revolutionary ideals and the sobering imperatives of order and power, the long nineteenth century in Europe traces a restless contest in which peoples and governments, ideas and institutions, economies and armies, and hopes and fears struggle to define what freedom, nationhood, and modernity could mean from the thunderclap of 1789 to the shattering denouement of 1918, across capitals and countrysides, factories and frontiers, in episodes of reform, reaction, and renewal, as movements for rights, national unity, and empire alternately ignite, converge, and collide, while the rhythms of industrialization and the calculations of diplomacy reorder everyday life and international alignments.

Charles Downer Hazen’s The Long Nineteenth Century: A History of Europe from 1789 to 1918 is a wide-ranging work of narrative history that surveys the European continent from the outbreak of the French Revolution to the end of the First World War. Written by an American historian in the early twentieth century, in the years following the First World War, it reflects the perspective of a scholar grappling with recent cataclysms while tracing their deeper origins. The setting is Europe in its many regions and capitals, and the genre is synthetic, chronological history attentive to politics, society, and the ideas that shaped both.

The premise is straightforward yet ambitious: to follow Europe’s transformation across one extended century, connecting upheavals in governance with shifts in social structures, economies, and thought. Hazen writes in a lucid, measured voice that favors clarity over ornament and synthesis over anecdote. The narrative proceeds chronologically while pausing to examine thematic patterns, allowing readers to grasp both sequence and causation without getting lost in minutiae. The tone is judicious rather than polemical, presenting competing interpretations with calm restraint. The reading experience is that of a guided tour by a patient teacher who balances broad panoramas with strategically chosen, illustrative episodes.

Among its central themes is the tension between revolution and reaction, as old regimes confront new claims to rights, representation, and national belonging. The book shows how liberal and conservative projects, sometimes in uneasy alliance with nationalism, reshaped institutions and expectations of citizenship. It charts the emergence of mass politics, the spread of public opinion, and the pressures that industrialization placed on cities, labor, and family life. Ideas—romantic, liberal, socialist, religious—intersect with material change, producing moments of reform and periods of retrenchment. Across these shifts, Hazen tracks the consolidation of the modern state and the expanding reach of bureaucracy and law.

Equally important is Europe’s international story, in which diplomacy, alliances, and strategic calculation seek to preserve equilibrium even as ambition and fear upset it. Hazen follows the changing balance of power, the rise of new actors, and the strains introduced by imperial competition and technological innovation. Wars appear not as isolated episodes but as consequences and catalysts within a wider system, bringing unexpected accelerations and exposing structural fragilities. By moving between cabinets and streets, he situates foreign policy within domestic pressures, showing how leaders and publics interact to shape continental order. The result is a coherent map of interdependence and unintended consequence.

For contemporary readers, the book matters because its problems have not vanished: debates about sovereignty and supranational cooperation, conflicts over identity and inclusion, and the social dislocations of rapid economic change remain urgent. The long nineteenth century supplies a repertoire of patterns—coalitions, crises, reforms—that illuminate how institutions adapt and how rhetoric mobilizes. It also clarifies the costs of mismanaged modernization and the fragility of international order when trust erodes. Reading Hazen with present concerns in mind encourages comparative thinking across eras without forcing easy equivalences, equipping readers to weigh continuity against change in discussions of democracy, nationalism, globalization, and security.

As an introduction to a pivotal span of European history, Hazen’s work endures through its balance of scope and clarity, its disciplined chronology, and its persistent attention to causes as well as contexts. It invites readers to see the century not as a march to foregone conclusions but as an open field of choices, contingencies, and lived consequences. Without presuming final answers, the book offers a framework for informed judgment and a vocabulary for understanding how ideas become institutions and how crises become turning points. To read it now is to encounter both a period and a perspective that sharpen historical awareness.
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    Hazen’s survey traces Europe’s transformation from the outbreak of the French Revolution to the end of the First World War, presenting a continuous narrative of political change, war, diplomacy, and ideas. He organizes the period as a “long nineteenth century,” in which the ancien régime gives way to constitutional experiments, nation-states, and mass politics. The book emphasizes how ideologies and institutions interact: doctrines of liberty and nationalism meet the practical constraints of power, economy, and geography. With a focus on major states and the shifting equilibrium among them, Hazen highlights the forces that repeatedly destabilized settlements and compelled new arrangements.

Beginning in 1789, Hazen outlines the collapse of the old order in France, driven by fiscal crisis, social tensions, and the politicization of rights. He follows the succession of constitutional phases, the mobilization of citizens, and the radicalization imposed by war, emphasizing the Revolution’s export of both ideas and armies. The European response—coalitions, counterrevolution, and institutional adaptation—becomes part of the story. By tracking how revolutionary legislation and military successes reshaped neighboring regimes and borders, he presents the Revolution as a continental event whose promises and perils shaped the next century’s questions about sovereignty, citizenship, property, and the limits of popular authority.

From this upheaval emerges Napoleon’s consolidation, which Hazen treats as both culmination and transformation. He describes administrative codification, centralized authority, and the reorganization of Germany and Italy under imperial pressure, alongside the creation of new elites and standardized legal frameworks. Economic warfare and continental blockade invite resistance, and national sentiment grows in opposition to domination. The subsequent collapse of the empire opens the way to the Congress of Vienna, where statesmen attempt to restore stability through legitimacy, balance, and concerted consultation. Hazen underscores how this settlement, though resilient, embeds unresolved tensions between dynastic claims, revived liberties, and awakening national aspirations.

In the decades after 1815, Hazen traces the workings of the Concert of Europe, focusing on conservative guardianship under figures like Metternich and the persistent strain of reform. He examines uprisings and negotiated changes—from the Greek revolt to the revolutions of 1830—alongside parliamentary evolution in Britain. Industrialization deepens social differentiation and urban challenges, while liberalism, socialism, and nationalism crystallize into organized movements. Through diplomatic crises and domestic pressures, governments test the elasticity of the Vienna framework. Hazen presents this era as a balancing act: repression and accommodation coexist, and economic modernization complicates traditional authority without yet overturning international arrangements.

The revolutions of 1848 provide a continental reckoning in Hazen’s narrative, revealing the resilience of entrenched powers and the appeal of national self-determination. Their mixed outcomes give way to a period of strategic statecraft, notably the unifications of Italy and Germany. Hazen follows the calculated diplomacy and limited wars that redraw the map, the restructuring of the Habsburg realms, and the recalibration of French ambitions. New constitutional frameworks emerge alongside stronger executive authority, and military success enhances prestige. The resulting power constellation, with a newly unified Germany at its center, sets the stage for fresh alignments and a more exacting balance.

Late-century Europe, as Hazen presents it, oscillates between consolidation and competition. He details Bismarck’s efforts to manage rivalries through alliances and cautious diplomacy, the waning of his system, and the subsequent hardening of blocs. Overseas expansion and colonial disputes intersect with domestic reform, labor organization, and widening suffrage, bringing mass opinion into foreign policy. The Eastern Question persists, with the decline of the Ottoman Empire fueling crises in the Balkans and inviting intervention. Nationalism sharpens, armaments grow, and repeated scares test restraint. Throughout, Hazen stresses the delicate equilibrium that holds while structural pressures accumulate beneath formal agreements.

The book closes with the breakdown of that equilibrium and the ordeal of the Great War. Hazen recounts the chain of decisions that turns localized tension into a general conflict, the mobilization of societies, and the strains placed on economies, armies, and governments. He emphasizes the scale of disruption and the transformation of the European state system by 1918, including the eclipse of older empires and the challenge of national claims. Without dwelling on aftermath, he frames the long nineteenth century as a passage from dynastic Europe to mass politics and modern statehood, whose unresolved issues continued to shape the twentieth century.
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    Spanning 1789 to 1918, the book situates Europe at the moment absolutist monarchies, hereditary privileges, and confessional establishments confronted Enlightenment critique and fiscal crisis. The Ancien Régime’s courts, estates, and guilds structured social and political life, while centralized bureaucracies, standing armies, and churches underpinned authority from Madrid to St. Petersburg. Internationally, great-power rivalry inherited from the wars of the eighteenth century strained treasuries and legitimacy. Universities, salons, and print culture spread new claims about citizenship and rights. This institutional landscape forms the backdrop to a century in which sovereignty, representation, and national identity were repeatedly contested and refashioned.

Revolution in France in 1789 inaugurated radical constitutional change, from the abolition of feudal dues and privileges to the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen. The Republic’s mobilization, including the levée en masse, and Napoleonic conquest exported reforms like the Civil Code, administrative centralization, and legal equality across much of continental Europe. The Holy Roman Empire was dissolved in 1806; dynasties were displaced and borders redrawn. Napoleon’s defeats—from Russia in 1812 to Waterloo in 1815—ended French hegemony but left durable legacies of secular law, meritocratic administration, and awakened national sentiment among both conquerors and conquered.

Peace negotiations in 1814–1815 produced the Congress of Vienna, where statesmen such as Metternich, Castlereagh, and Talleyrand restored dynasties, compensated losses, and proclaimed a balance of power. The ensuing Concert of Europe sought to manage disputes through periodic conferences and collective action. Conservative governments repressed constitutional agitation, as with the Karlsbad Decrees in 1819, yet independence and reform advanced in places: Greece secured recognition in the 1830s, Belgium separated from the Netherlands, and France’s July Revolution replaced the Bourbons. Britain’s Reform Act of 1832 broadened parliamentary representation, signaling gradual adaptation even as the continent oscillated between order and dissent.

Industrialization transformed economies and societies from the 1820s onward. Britain’s coal, iron, and steam technologies spread to Belgium, northern France, and the German lands, accelerating railway construction, urban migration, and market integration. New class relations sharpened debates over wages, poor relief, and political participation; movements such as Chartism pressed for suffrage and labor rights. In 1848, uprisings erupted from Paris to Vienna and Berlin, linking liberal constitutions with national aspirations. Although most were suppressed and projects like the Frankfurt Parliament failed, reforms followed in several states, including the abolition of serfdom in the Habsburg lands, and the “social question” entered politics.

National consolidation redefined the mid-century. In Italy, the Piedmontese statesman Cavour combined alliance diplomacy and war against Austria in 1859 with Garibaldi’s popular expedition in 1860; the Kingdom of Italy was proclaimed in 1861, with Venetia added in 1866 and Rome in 1870. In Germany, Bismarck orchestrated limited wars—the Danish conflict of 1864, the Austro‑Prussian War of 1866, and the Franco‑Prussian War of 1870–71—culminating in imperial proclamation at Versailles. The Habsburg Monarchy became Austria‑Hungary through the 1867 Compromise. Thereafter, Bismarck’s alliance system sought to preserve peace through calculated deterrence and isolation of France.

From the 1880s, industrial capacity, naval expansion, and private enterprise fueled the “Scramble for Africa,” coordinated in part by the Berlin Conference of 1884–85. European powers established protectorates and colonies from the Congo Basin to the Nile and Sahel, while extending influence in Asia through treaties and concessions. Mass politics advanced at home: suffrage broadened in Britain and Italy; Germany elected a Reichstag by universal male suffrage; socialist parties and trade unions organized internationally in the Second International (1889). Scientific prestige and Social Darwinist rhetoric often legitimated empire, even as scandals and resistance exposed its human and political costs.

The so‑called Eastern Question dominated diplomacy as the Ottoman Empire weakened. The Crimean War (1853–56) checked Russian expansion; the Russo‑Turkish War of 1877–78 and the Congress of Berlin redrew Balkan borders, recognizing Romania, Serbia, and Montenegro and placing Bosnia under Austro‑Hungarian administration. After the Moroccan crises (1905–06, 1911) and the Bosnian annexation of 1908 intensified tensions, the Balkan Wars of 1912–13 further unsettled the region. Rival alliance blocs—Triple Alliance and Triple Entente—hardened. The assassination at Sarajevo in 1914 precipitated a general war that transformed Europe’s political map and brought the period’s diplomatic system to a decisive test.

Charles Downer Hazen, an American historian writing in the early twentieth century and long associated with Columbia University, synthesized these developments into a continuous “long” century culminating in 1918. His survey privileges statecraft, constitutional change, and the interplay of great powers, mirroring the diplomatic and political emphases of his discipline at the time. Attentive to nationalism’s constructive and disruptive capacities, he links institutional reform to international order and its breakdown. The work’s narrative closure after the First World War underscores how older mechanisms of balance and legitimacy failed, offering readers a clear framework to interpret Europe’s modern transformation.
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Preface
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Europe’s war proves mastering modern European history is essential, for only knowledge explains the forces behind the crisis and the stakes reshaping every nation and life. Responsible citizens must care; America’s fate is bound to Europe’s, as Lafayette—hero of two revolutions—showed beneath the paired texts of the Declaration of Independence and the Rights of Man. The fight for liberty forms this volume’s thread. I recount the Old Regime, its challenge by the French Revolution, the upheaval that followed, Napoleon declaring “I am the Revolution” yet also “I killed the Revolution,” the uneasy mix of old and new, his fall, the reaction, and revolutions of 1848.
Since 1789 the tide of freedom has surged and ebbed; the new spirit advances unevenly across lands, and the struggle continues. Nationalism may voice liberty or the hunger for power. Where economic or social forces shape policy—French privileges before the Revolution, England’s free-trade crusade, Russian serf emancipation, the German Zollverein, tariffs, labor laws, social reform—I chart their influence. Using Europe Since 1815, I add images; thanks to Dr. Ernest Henderson and Miss Louise Stetson Fuller. Written at Columbia University, January 1917, the book now carries the Great War to November 1918; earlier pages remain, tense shifts for correction. C. D. H., June 6, 1919.





Chapter I 
The Old Regime in Europe

Table of Contents
Anyone wishing to grasp the upheavals beginning in 1789 must first glimpse an unsteady Europe. Far from united, the continent sprawls in mismatched states: papal theocracy in Rome, Turkish despotism, absolute monarchies in Russia, Austria, France, Prussia, a constitutional crown in England, federated republics in Holland and Switzerland, elective royalty in Poland, patrician republics in Venice, Genoa, free imperial cities. Of them all, England stands poised as France’s stubborn foe. During the eighteenth century three great currents shape her: the winning of Canada and India, the clear triumph of Parliament over the Crown, and the first rumble of the coming Industrial Revolution.
Parliament asserts that dominance in 1701, skipping the Catholic heir and summoning the Protestant George of Hanover. George I, fifty-four and wholly German, rules 1714-1727 without understanding English; George II follows, speaking it badly and caring more for Hanover. Both kings, content with subsidies, avoid ministerial councils for forty-six years, leaving governance to cabinet members drawn from Parliament. Thus arises the unheard-of condition in which, as the saying goes, "the king reigns but does not govern." Dependent on steadfast Whigs, the monarchy withers; George II calls himself "a prisoner upon the throne," and, when told ministers are instruments, retorts, "In this country the ministers are king.
While Whig rule weakens the crown, it fuels overseas expansion. The Seven Years’ War, 1756-1763, rages worldwide; fiery William Pitt insists he alone can save Britain and drives fleet, treasury, and army forward. Victories follow at sea, in India, and when Wolfe beats Montcalm on the Plains of Abraham[1]. The Peace of Paris yields Canada, lands to the Mississippi, Florida, and dominance in India, turning Britain into a world empire. In 1760 the obstinate George III ascends, shouting, "I glory in the name of Briton." His mother warns, "George, be a king." Determined to govern, he collides with parliamentary supremacy, risking the fragile system.
Determined to be king in fact, George III packed the cabinet with pliant men and steered Parliament by bribery, gradually breaking Whig dominance and ushering in Tory supremacy. After a decade his wish was granted: Lord North’s ministry, obedient as a lackey, ruled from 1770 to 1782 while the royal autocracy hid behind free-government forms. Their policy steered the empire toward civil war—Goldwin Smith called it “the most tragical disaster in English history.” The American Revolution, backed by Whigs like Pitt, Fox, and Burke and later by vengeful France, hung in the balance until British defeats toppled North’s whole cabinet.
With North gone, the king’s mastery collapsed; George III might henceforth reign, not govern. Securing that cardinal rule cost an empire, yet from the rupture flowed two vast results: republican principles found a proving ground across the Atlantic, constitutional monarchy a showcase in Britain, both inspiring peoples elsewhere. Immediately, however, the defeat sapped English prestige. European courts judged her rich but spent, her empire a phantom, India ripe for plucking. France believed the task of crushing her easy, yet memories of past blows nursed a lurking fear. Their ancient rivalry smoldered, soon to flare through the French Revolution and beyond Waterloo.
Italy, a patchwork of petty states, languished under Austrian and French masters; outside Piedmont, Venice and Genoa people felt weariness. Yet sparks glimmered. Poets recalled vanished glory and sketched broader destinies: “The day will come,” vowed Alfieri, “when the Italians will be born again, audacious on the field of battle.” A French visitor said Italians were notable more “because of what they have been and what they might be” than for their present. Eastward, Germany formed an even tighter mosaic; the elective Holy Roman Emperor was powerless over jealous princes, only Austria and Prussia counted. Rivalries smothered patriotism, yet a distant unity waited.
A patchwork of races obeyed the Hapsburgs, twenty-four million people bound only by loyalty, not shared patriotism. By contrast, the Hohenzollerns forged Prussia into a budding nation, welding scattered lands stretching from the Rhine to Russia into a single obedient machine. Each generation tightened its grip, crushed feudal resistance, expanded borders, and centered life on the army; Mirabeau sneered that war was Prussia’s chief industry. The Great Elector swelled his forces from 4,000 to 24,000; Frederick William I raised them to 83,000, so that a realm of two and a half million men rivaled Austria’s far vaster population.
Young Frederick adored French verse, philosophy, flute music, and elegant talk; he despised drills, tobacco, hunting, and the heavy fare his boorish, duty-driven father loved. Furious that such a dilettante might one day rule, Frederick William I beat, caged, and humiliated the crown prince, even forcing him to watch a friend's beheading. The furnace forged the youth into a self-contained, crafty, iron-hearted man who at last bowed to Hohenzollern discipline, studied dull offices, and learned to rule. When he inherited the throne at twenty-eight in 1740, energy, austerity, and a single aim—the greatness of Prussia—drove every hour.
His first stroke exposed his creed: he marched into Austrian Silesia, treaty or chivalry be damned. "My soldiers were ready, my purse was full," he laughed; "Silesia was that part most useful to the House of Brandenburg. Take what you can, you are never wrong unless you are obliged to give back." He added, "If there is anything to be gained by being honest, honest we will be; and if it is necessary to deceive, let us be scoundrels." The grab was easy, yet two Silesian wars and the Seven Years' War followed, England backing him against a vast coalition.
Almost the continent turned on Prussia, yet Frederick marched into Saxony, emptied its treasury, conscripted its men, and, when scolded, shrugged, "I rather pride myself on being original." Attacked by Austrians, Russians, French, he moved faster than their columns. At Rossbach, 5 November 1757, 20,000 Prussians smashed 55,000 allies in ninety minutes, netting 16,000 captives and seventy-two guns. Two years later Kunersdorf crushed him: "I have had two horses killed under me... I think everything is lost," he wrote, later adding, "I should like to hang myself, but we must act the play to the end." Still he fought until peace saved Silesia, not Saxony.
Prematurely aged yet celebrated, Frederick turned from battle to rebuilding. For twenty-three years he drained marshes, cleared forests, fostered factories, opened schools, invited over 300,000 immigrants, and founded more than eight hundred villages. He refilled the treasury, rewrote the laws, rearmed the kingdom, and, proclaiming, "In Prussia every one has the right to win salvation in his own way," sheltered the Jesuits. Still, his rule was absolute: nobles commanded, peasants obeyed, and he worked like a martinet. In 1772 he joined Austria and Russia in carving Poland, calling the seizure "an act of brigands." He died in 1786, territory and fame doubled, leaving weaker heirs.
Beyond Prussia and Austria spread Russia, vast yet late to European power. Slavic in blood and Orthodox in creed, she claimed the legacy of fallen Constantinople, but her story lay in Asia. Mongol conquerors had ruled Muscovy for three centuries, leaving long robes, veiled women, courtiers and a ruthless throne. When Russians broke free, subdued Siberia, and crowned the Romanovs in 1613, they languished in isolation, wary of the West. Into this dull world burst Peter the Great. Untutored and wild, he haunted Moscow's foreign quarter, learned German and Dutch, built wooden forts, stormed them in games; his sister sighed, "The boy is amusing himself.
Learning that Sophia meant to seize the throne, Peter dropped his sham battles, thrust her into a convent, and seized power. Convinced Europe outshone Russia, he vowed to bind his realm to West. Yet Sweden, Poland, and Turkey blocked the seas; Russia must, he said, "open a window." He fought Turkey and, for twenty years, Sweden, declaring, "It is not land I want, but water," until Courland, Esthonia, and Livonia gave him Baltic shore. He sent fifty youths abroad, then traveled incognito as "Peter Mikailovitch," laboring in English yards, asking, "What is this for?" "How does that work?" and hiring artisans for home.
Recalled by a soldiers’ revolt, he crushed the mutineers with savage tortures, disbanded their regiments, and let terror clear the way for change. Snatching shears, he lopped the nobles’ beards and slashed their coats to the knee; long whiskers survived only by a paid tax. Barbers guarded town gates, tailors trimmed offenders, women lost the veil, families had to bring wives and daughters to public balls where the Czar himself taught the first clumsy steps. European manners spread, as did German-style bureaucracy, a drilled army, a Baltic fleet, new factories, mines, canals, schools, the Julian calendar, and a simplified alphabet.
Conservatives cursed the reforms, yet he kept hammering forward. Finding Moscow too stubborn, he planted a fresh capital on the Neva’s marshy islands. Soldiers and peasants, digging with sticks and carrying muck in their coats, died in droves; replacements marched in as piles were driven, canals cut, palaces raised. Each landowner had to erect a stone house; every incoming ship paid freight in masonry. Despite floods and disease, St. Petersburg rose, and the court moved north. Brutal, hard-drinking, given to the knout and wheel even against kin, Peter also brimmed with humor and titanic energy, leaving 200,000 soldiers and a Baltic gateway.
After his death lesser monarchs drifted, jeopardizing the new gains, until Elizabeth’s lively reign (1741-1762) thrust Russia into the Seven Years’ War and confirmed her European rank. In 1762 the crown passed to Peter III, but the German princess he had married, Catherine, rallied guards, deposed the feckless tsar, and, with probable connivance, let him be murdered. For thirty-four years the self-styled ‘Semiramis of the North’ ruled with iron resolve, delighting in fêtes and paperwork, exchanging flattering letters with Voltaire and Diderot, pushing schools and factories, yet above all turning her armies against Poland and Turkey to finish Peter’s western road.
Catherine attained her ends through infamous means and to a rare completeness. Poland lay ruined, while Russia’s frontier pressed west until it met Prussia and Austria. Though she could not carve Turkey as she had Poland, she seized the Crimea and the northern Black Sea coast from Caucasus to Dniester, and she even pictured the Turk driven from Europe, a revived Byzantine throne dependent on herself, Russian banners reaching the Mediterranean. Constantinople, however, stayed a dream, as later history would show. Yet from that day forward Russia stood certain to shape any remaking of the Balkan map.
Russia’s rise, like Prussia’s, belonged to the eighteenth century and mirrored its character. Everywhere a handful ruled for its own profit, convinced the state’s first duty was expansion and the pampering of courts and privileged orders. Democracy scarcely breathed; even England, Venice, Genoa, or the Swiss cantons lived for aristocracies. The multitude, largely peasants, crouched beneath laws, customs, and hateful taxes that drained nearly all they earned. West of France and England, serfdom chained them outright. No one imagined schooling for them. Across the continent spread an undeveloped, unfree mass barred from every path of growth.
Neglecting the majority, rulers mishandled even their other tasks. Gloomy prophets saw revolutions looming while extravagant courts, palaces, favorites, huge armies, and incessant wars devoured revenues. Loans piled up till whole incomes paid interest; deficits became chronic, and, except in England, no country kept a budget. Each new impost carried exemptions for nobles and, sometimes, the middle class, so the poorer the man, the heavier the burden, and the vicious circle tightened. The blatant ills occasionally stirred princes billed as benevolent despots to attempt reform from above, but their earnest efforts left little lasting trace.
In their dealings with each other, governments proved equally ruthless. The state meant force, not conscience; greatness was measured by acreage, not liberty or learning. Catherine crowed, "He who gains nothing, loses," while Frederick warned, "It is a mistake to break your word without reason," implying that reason justified any treachery. Armies waited, diplomacy schemed for any scurvy trick promising gain, and treaties cracked the instant advantage beckoned. Wars flourished, victors exacted ruinous terms, commanders amassed scandalous fortunes. Neither French revolutionaries nor Napoleon invented such manners; they merely echoed an Old Regime already busy sawing its own supports.
The Old Regime paraded reverence for tradition and legality yet trampled both. In the War of the Austrian Succession, Prussia, abetted by France, tore Silesia from Maria Theresa despite the solemn Pragmatic Sanction it had just signed. Still worse came with the three Partitions of Poland: in 1772 Prussia, Austria, and Russia fell upon the continent’s second-largest realm and ripped off vast slices; in 1793 and 1795 they finished the feast, erasing the nation. Only force and sovereign will mattered, a creed Frederick and Catherine bequeathed to the young Napoleon. The century’s logic climaxed when French upheaval shattered Europe’s ancient order.
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