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  Sergey Karjakin

  Sergey Karjakin (1990) will be the challenger of World Champion Magnus Carlsen in November 2016. Karjakin won the Candidates Tournament in Moscow in March 2016, the biggest success of his career so far, and earned the right to fight for the World Title in a match.

  
Karjakin's chess talent became apparent very early on. Born in the Ukraine, he became the world's youngest grandmaster at the age of 12 years and 7 months - a record that still stands.

  
In 2009 he moved to Moscow, adopted Russian citizenship, and switched from the Ukraine chess federation to the Russian, to be able to get better coaching. It was a key moment in his life, says Karjakin in New In Chess magazine. 'From 2003 till 2009 I didn't have any support. When I moved to Moscow I got the possibility to work with strong coaches.'

  
Karjakin won numerous tournaments: the 2012 World Rapid Chess Championship and the Chess World Cup in 2015. He also won the Norway Chess Tournament twice (2013, 2014) and the Corus Chess Tournament in 2009. Karjakin is a top-10 player in classical chess, as well as in rapid and blitz. His career high rating was 2788 (in July 2011).


  
'A serious fighter with hardly any weak points', says commentator Sergey Shipov about Karjakin in New In Chess magazine. 'He is able to compose himself at critical moments, and he is able to motivate himself for the most important games and tournaments. And also he has matured.'


  


  
    Excercise 1
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 1
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    Sergey Karjakin (2771) - Sundar Shyam (2468)
         

    Dubai World Championship Blitz 2014

  

  
    48.♘d7#!
  


  
    Excercise 2
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 2
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    Sergey Karjakin (2766) - Dmitry Kokarev (2637)
         

    Russia tt 2012

  

  
    66.♖xh5+!
                                         66.♖xh5+ ♔xh5 67.♖h1# 

  


  
    Excercise 3
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 3
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    Sergey Karjakin (2770) - Ernesto Inarkiev (2688)
         

    Sochi blitz 2014

  

  
    39.♗e7! a5 40.d8=♕
  


  
    Excercise 4
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 4
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    Sergey Karjakin (2756) - Quang Liem Le (2703)
         

    Beijing blitz 2013

  

  
    33.♕e7!
                                         33.♕e7 ♔g8 34.♕xf6 ♖e8 35.♕g7# 

  


  
    Excercise 5
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 5
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    Sergey Karjakin (2777) - Ivan Popov (2627)
         

    Moscow blitz 2014

  

  
    31.f4!
                                         31.f4 ♖e3 32.♗xb5 White wins 

  


  
    Excercise 6
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 6
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    Sergey Karjakin (2739) - Dmitrij Jakovenko (2725)
         

    Odessa World Cup ACP rapid 2010

  

  
    63.♖xe5+!
                                         63.♖xe5+ ♔xe5 64.♗c7+ White wins 

  


  
    Excercise 7
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 7
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    Sergey Karjakin (2762) - Teimour Radjabov (2738)
         

    Berlin World Championship Blitz 2015

  

  
    33.♗f6!
                                         33.♗f6 ♗xf6 34.♕xf6+ ♖g7 35.♕xg7# 

    33.♖xg7?? ♕f1+ 34.♖g1 ♕xg1# 

  


  
    Excercise 8
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 8
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    Sergey Karjakin (2777) - Boris Grachev (2673)
         

    Moscow blitz 2014

  

  
    68.♘xf6! ♘xf6
                                         68...♘xf6 69.c7 ♔d7 70.♔xf6 ♔xc7 71.♔e7 White wins 

  


  
    Excercise 9
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    White to move

  


  Hopefully you have enjoyed the magnificent tactics of Sergey Karjakin.

  
Please let other chess players know about this collection of exercises and rate the book. 

  
You can develop your chess with our other books as well. New In Chess has published dozens of chess books on opening theory, middlegame strategy and endgame practice. Please visit our website www.newinchess.com to find out which titles might best suit your style.

  
New In Chess magazine is read by club players in 116 countries. The magazine is published 8 times a year and has regular contributions from all the world's best players like Magnus Carlsen, Vladimir Kramnik, Levon Aronian, Vishy Anand, Hikaru Nakamura,Veselin Topalov,Fabiano Caruana, Alexander Grischuk, Hou Yifan and Judit Polgar. 

  
The Dutch super GM”s Anish Giri and Jan Timman are contributing editor and senior editor respectively.
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