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Meet the Characters
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Alice loves all sorts of arts and crafts. She’s great at thinking up clever ways to solve problems, and her inventions are amazing!
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Leo is always kind and thoughtful. When he’s not busy helping his friends or practising his juggling, he loves making things in the craft studio with Alice!
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This playful little Glitterbug is always ready to spring into action and help Lacey the Sewing Pixie – but he dreams of being a star!
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Like all her friends, Lacey adds a dash of Pixie Magic whenever she stitches something special. Her magical hand-sewn creations help solve people’s problems!
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The horrible Nixies, Grimble and Grumble, live in a rubbish dump and love casting bad spells to spoil everyone’s fun.
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When things are old and start to fray,

Some people just throw them away.

But to us, they aren’t quite done:

We see the heart inside each one.

With our friends, the Glitterbugs,

A little magic, and some love,

We turn old things into new.

Will you come and help us too?

Love from

The Pixies
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Chapter One

Magic Beans

It was a warm morning in the seaside town of Crystal Bay. Sunshine glittered on the sea, and bathed the shops and houses in golden light. It streamed through the window of a garden shed, where best friends Alice and Leo were sitting at a table. Around them were heaps of colourful felt, cotton reels, sequins and glue.
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“Nearly finished,” said Alice. She held up the green felt shape she had been stitching.

“It looks great,” said Leo with a grin. “I’ll find the stuffing. I know it’s here somewhere …”

The shed had shelves on every wall, from floor to ceiling. They were stacked with boxes and jars containing everything a crafter could need – fluffy balls of wool, scraps of shiny foil, a stack of egg boxes, and bottles of paint in every colour. There were baskets beneath the workbench, full of sheets of card and bundles of crinkly crepe paper. The tabletop had a tray in the middle which held sticky tape, a stapler and a heap of pens, brushes, pencils and scissors. Alice’s homemade paper chains were pinned across the ceiling, and a row of animal finger puppets made by Leo leant against the window. A bat roosting box they had started making hung from a hook on the wall. The best friends loved nothing more than being in the shed, busy making something useful or beautiful.

There was a knock on the door. “Come in,” Leo called.
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It was their friend Oscar. “Hi, guys! Leo, your mum said you would be in here,” Oscar said, as he stepped inside. He looked around, his brown eyes widening as he took in the shed. “This is so cool!”

Alice and Leo were glad to see him. “Look!” Alice said, showing him her felt work. “Your magic beans are almost finished. We just have to stuff them, then you can use them in today’s rehearsal.”
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Leo tilted boxes so he could see inside. “Here it is!” He pulled out handfuls of the fluffy white kapok that they used to stuff toys and cushions, and passed them to Alice.

Oscar grinned. “These are going to be the best props ever,” he said.

Oscar and Leo belonged to the same drama club. This term, the club was performing Jack and the Beanstalk, and Oscar was playing Jack. Leo didn’t have an acting part this time. Instead, he and Alice were making props for all the cast. They’d already finished the big wooden coins for the giant, and now they were working on Jack’s magic beans.

As Alice stuffed the kapok into the felt shapes, she glanced at Oscar. His grin had faded, and he looked rather pale. He was fidgeting with a box of pipe cleaners, scrunching them up and pulling them straight again. “Is something wrong, Oscar?” she asked.

Oscar shifted from one foot to the other. “Um, I was wondering …” he began.

He seems nervous, Leo thought. I wonder why?

“What were you wondering?” Alice asked gently.

“Well …” said Oscar – and then his next words came out in a rush. “I was wondering if Leo would like to take over my part in the play. I know how much he loves acting.”

Leo and Alice glanced at each other in surprise.

“That’s really kind of you,” said Leo, “but I’m having fun making props with Alice. Besides, you’re a really good actor. You’ll be great!”

Oscar gave a big sigh.

Alice put her hand on his arm. “Don’t you like playing Jack?”

“No, I don’t!” he blurted. “I can’t do it. I’m hopeless. I know my lines and my cues, but as soon as I walk on stage, I’m so anxious that I forget everything!”

Alice hugged Oscar. “It’s stage fright,” she said. “Lots of people get it. You’ll be OK, Oscar.”

“I’m not sure about that,” Oscar said. “We’re rehearsing at the Crystal Bay Theatre today. Then next week it’s the actual performance.” His face looked as gloomy as a raincloud.

“When I was nervous before the school concert,” said Leo, “my dad told me that taking deep breaths would help. And it did.”

“I’ll try that,” Oscar said, though he didn’t sound convinced.

Alice decided to find something to take Oscar’s mind off his worries, and picked up a wooden egg from the work bench. Half of it was painted gold.

“Here,” she said, “this side has dried. Could you paint the rest while Leo and I finish your magic beans?”

Oscar started painting, while Leo stuffed the rest of the beans with kapok. Then Alice closed them up with the last few stitches.

As Leo finished, his eye was caught by something glittering on the shelf above Oscar’s bent head. It was like a grasshopper, but smaller, with very long antennae.

A cricket! thought Leo.
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It was green and shimmering gold. The cricket shifted its long back legs – and a shower of glitter twinkled around it. Leo’s heart leapt with excitement.

He nudged Alice, then put his finger to his lips and pointed. Her eyes lit up.

Leo mouthed the word “Glitterbug!” and Alice nodded.

The Glitterbugs were the cutest bugs ever, with glittery bodies and sparkly wings. They lived in a magical village called Cobbletown, which Alice and Leo had actually visited!

Cobbletown held another secret. Little creatures called Pixies lived there, too, and they had amazing craft skills. The Glitterbugs came to Crystal Bay to collect old things that nobody wanted, and they took them back to Cobbletown. The Pixies used their magical craft skills to turn those things into new, magical items that helped fix humans’ problems. The Pixies had told Alice and Leo that they had their own sort of magic, too – the magic of their friendship and their love of making things. This was why the children had been chosen to share the secrets of Cobbletown.
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