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Chapter 2 - Introduction
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Thank you for listening to this audio book that was recorded to answer the question about the length of time Jesus was in the tomb. Modern day churches have a different answer to what we can decipher from the bible. Easter is a major celebration in the churches that most Christians keep. The Good Friday, Easter Sunday idea is widely believed and followed. This is in contrast to what the bible reveals to anyone who is willing to learn from God’s written word, and understand what it will reveal to them.

The bible tells us Jesus was in the tomb for three days and three nights. It also records Jesus was to be raised from the dead on the third day. So now we must ask the question, “How long is three days and three nights”, and exactly what does the term, “on the third day mean”? These may sound like silly questions, but they need to be answered accurately if we are going to establish how long Jesus Christ was in the tomb. 

Then we need to answer the question, “does it really matter if he was in the tomb for the amount of time he predicted?” The answer to that question is, it makes a massive difference to His claim to be the Son Of God. 

If Jesus tells us exactly how long he was going to be in the tomb, and then he cannot fulfil this required amount of time, then he has failed to prove he has the power over death, and therefore he has also failed to prove he is the “Son of God”.

Either he was in the tomb for the time he allocate, or he is a false Messiah. We cannot have it both ways. Therefore, it is imperative we prove from the bible exactly how long Jesus was in the tomb. Three days and three nights and he is the Messiah. Anything else, and he is an impostor. 

I recorded this audio book to give the answer to this question from the scriptures, and to either prove, or disprove, his claim to be the “Son of God”.
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Let us start the search for the truth when some of the Pharisees asked Jesus for a sign that He was their Messiah. Jesus answered them, as we see in Matthew 12:38-40.


Mat 12:38  Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, "Teacher, we want to see a sign from you." 

Mat 12:39  He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.”

Mat 12:40  For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 


The Pharisees and the teachers of the law did not recognise Jesus as their Messiah. Even though they understood the scriptures very well, and they knew their Messiah was due at about this time. So they were looking for their Messiah to come, but they did not recognise Jesus as being their Lord. That is why they ask Jesus in verse 38 for a sign, or a miracle, that he was who he claimed to be.

Notice in verse 39, Jesus tells them He would give them only one sign. Even though he had already performed many miracles, they wanted a powerful sign to prove who he was. Something that would prove conclusively that he was the Messiah. So, as we see in verse 39, Jesus gave them the only sign that would satisfy their demand for absolute proof. He gave them the sign of the Prophet Jonah. Jesus tells them He would be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth, or the tomb. Since this is the only sign, then it is vital He was actually in the tomb for that period of time.

There is a vital clue to the whole question about the burial and resurrection of Jesus. But it is vital we understand exactly what Jesus meant when he said the only sign he would give them was the sign of Jonah, as recorded in Luke 11:29.


Luk 11:29  As the crowds increased, Jesus said, "This is a wicked generation. It asks for a sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah. 


The Pharisees asked Jesus for a sign to show that He is the promised Messiah, and the answer Jesus gave them is absolutely vital for us to understand correctly. Jesus said that the ONLY SIGN that he would give them is that He would be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The same time that Jonah was in the belly of the huge fish.

Please notice that this is the ONLY SIGN that He was going to give them. Therefore, if He was not in the heart of the earth for that exact amount of time, then He is not who He claims to be, the Son Of God. If He is there for either a longer or a shorter period, then He is an impostor, a fraud, and not the Son Of God. But if he fulfilled this sign, then he is who he claims to be. Our Lord and our God.

In the book of Jonah, we can see the reference to this term Jesus used as His only sign that He is the Messiah in Jon 1:17.


Jonah 1:17  Now the LORD provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.  


This is the sign of Jonah. Three days and three nights in the fish's belly. In Luke 11:29 and Matt 12:39, we see Jesus saying that He would give only one sign He was the Messiah, and that was the “sign of Jonah”.

Surely there is enough proof in these verses to show that Jesus was in the tomb for exactly three days and three nights. And in the example from Genesis in the next chapter, we can clearly see that it cannot be anything less than a full 72 hours.
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The term “three days and three nights” should be very easy to understand, but unfortunately many people want to twist the meaning to come to their own conclusion about what is means. So what I aim to do in the rest of this book is to see how the Bible interprets it. 

But first let me explain something from this modern day. If I was to go on a business trip on Wednesday, and tell my family I will be back in three days, when will my family be expecting me to return? Count forward three days from Wednesday and you arrive on Saturday. My family will look for me on Saturday. 

So now if I was to leave on this business trip on Friday, when should my family expect to see me return? Surely that would be on Monday, because this is three days from the day I left on Friday. If I arrive home on Sunday, then I was only away for 2 days and not the three days I told my family I would be away for.

This is no big deal for me. If I arrive home early from this business trip, it just means I could conclude my business earlier than expected, so I could arrive home earlier. 

But this is not the case with the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the tomb. The only sign he gave the high priest was that he would be exactly three days and three nights in the tomb before he rose from the dead. Therefore, if he rose from the dead on the second day, instead of the third day as he predicted, then the High Priest and the teachers of the law would accuse him of being a fraud, because he could not fulfil the prophesy he had made about himself, and the amount of time he would be in the tomb.

Now consider the traditional Easter account of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. They supposedly crucified him on Friday and he rose from the dead on Sunday. Notice how this does not fit in with the three days as I described earlier about my three-day business trip. In this case, I would only be away for 2 days. The Good Friday, Easter Sunday theory just does not fit in with how long Jesus was to be in the tomb according to the scriptures. And exactly what do the scriptures have to say on this matter? Listen to 1 Cor 15:3-4.


1Co 15:3  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 

1Co 15:4  And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 


So Jesus rose from the dead, according to the scriptures. If we are to get to the truth on this matter, then we must rely only on what we can learn from the scriptures. The thoughts and traditions of man do not enter these
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