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Borrowed Magic the Second

In the old times magic ruled the world. I guess it still does in some ways but now humans have magic. Before humans had magic, people suffered, and angels ruled everything. Humans were suffering but innocent. Until a human found new magic. But that is an old story. The new story starts 900 years ago when the angels are debating what to do about the new human magic population. An Angelic Mage named Tye Lee was crafting a unique type of magic. Cursed magic. It attached a spell to a human permanently. Changing their biology. Their soul itself. Tye Lee channelled her new spell into a human King. She yelled “I curse you to be a dog. Sit... @#$%&”. And despite his profanity’s and screaming for guards, nothing happened. Until the full moon when he turned into a beast like no other. An intelligent, hungry K9 out to destroy everything. That is until the moon fell. Impressed, they made Tye Lee a Lord Mage. And so, came a new method of keeping humans scared and weak. Until a human mage returned the favour. Angels thought themselves immune to such a power for magic dwelled within them. They thought very, very wrong. Humans developed specific curses that could be used on angels. With time the cursed became thought of as lesser beings. But a century ago, three members of the Reeper family had an idea. Cursed were being subjected not only to great injustice. But they were still powerful. The three Reeper sisters travelled the world gathering the hair of the most powerful cursed. They met back in Perth castle and placed the hair in a borrowed artefact made from crystal that fell from the heavens. One of the sisters became... The Cursed Lantern. The Cursed Lantern ran across Perth and helped cursed whenever and however they could. Under the light of the moon. It became one of the few bedtime stories that didn’t paint cursed as the monsters as the sisters originally intended.  In the present we look at the current user of the cursed lantern. Ethos Reeper. Just a week ago the entire of Australia gathered together to forge a binding contract that said they couldn’t wage war on each other. It didn’t work and a brawl ensued. Maggi (Ethos’s sister) Ava (the daughter of an Angelic lord) and Ethos ran away to get back home. They are currently on the Evaneer River. A river that spans across the continent forged by a Borrowed Lord Mage named Evaneer. They were 212 meters out from Adelaide at 1AM. Maggi yelled over the intercom “everyone, were almost at Adelaide. The Cursed City”. Adelaide is called the cursed city because it’s one of the only city’s on earth that openly accepts cursed. It is also the only one in the country. Ethos asked the daughter of the owner of the boat (Quoa) “hey Quoa, I have never been to Adelaide. What’s it like?”. Quoa responded knowing everyone else was still asleep “I would have thought The Cursed Lantern would have been to this city”. Ethos whispered “you will not tell anyone. Ok”. Quoa replied “I have the blind book curse. I know all written knowledge. Don’t worry, The Cursed Lantern must remain a myth. and I will keep it that way, you have my word. I also know of the Order of the Sleepless. They are ancient borrowing angels. I am far from surprised they interfered with the creation of the Key of Harmony. By the way, Perth may be allowing cursed to openly stay in their borders. I know your letter you sent to your sister”. Maggi yelled over the intercom “ahh, guys we have an angel on the port side bow. It looks like Rellik”. Rellik was an angel who tried to kill us several times. He is known as Rellik the Human Killer. And he earned that name. in the Evaneer inn he attacked us but got stopped by a Borrowed Mage who named him. Unknown to our knowledge he had been healed by a borrowing night angel. A former member of the order of the sleepless. I thought to myself “it looks like Ava is sleeping better”. Ava had been having nightmares for the last week ever since her mind was messed with. Someone modified her memory to make her think she was a member of the Order of the Sleepless”. Ava awoke and yelled “Rellik is here!”. We bolted up to the poop deck from below deck. Rellik yelled “its ok, I’m not evil now. Some Borrowing Angel cursed me and now I need Reeper blood”. Ava yelled “did he say.... REEPER BLOOD!”. Adelaide guards stood shooting at Rellik with cursed arrows and spells. Quoa explained “quickly, Ethos, Maggi, Ava disguises. They can’t know who you are”. I put on a hood and glasses while Ava put on a jacket. She also put on jeans and gloves”. Maggi just put on a cloak and a scottish accent. Ethos asked “everyone, fake names”. Maggi responded “Jane Storm. daughter of a Borrowed Crafter”. Ava replied, “Lilly Ruby”. Ethos responded, “Bill Storm, Jane Storms brother”. They approached the gate going faster to avoid Rellik. Rellik yelled “wait... I’m a good guy now”.  Ethos bellowed “I summon lightning”. Ethos and Maggi’s cousin Lucky yelled “blizzard lance I summon the”. Lightning struck forward at Rellik. He yelled “I will end this war. Using Reeper blood”. A lance of cold wind, ice shards and snow struck at Rellik blowing him up and eventually over the gates of Adelaide. Lucky shuddered “oops, just my Luck”. Ethos replied “it’s not your fault. You have the Black Cat Curse on you. You have rotten luck automatically”. We rocked up at the gate into Adelaide. Meanwhile, a man on a hang glider flew in. he yelled “ahoy there, I’m flying and I’m not even an angel. And I’m drunk as well, weeee”. I recognised him. His name was Fatso. He was a thief and I don’t mean how angels all call humans a thief for using borrowed magic, I mean an actual thief. Whenever Fatso steals something, he spray paints Fatso onto the wall. He has broken out of several high security prisons, most notably Fremantle Prison. He yelled out “I AM SO WASTED RIGHT NOW. Maybe I shouldn’t be flying.... Nah”. The moat around Adelaide made it easier to defend from intruders. The guards boarded our ship. One of them said “I apologise but we have to take your information”.
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Chapter 2

Entering Adelaide
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The female guard asked, “please state your name, species and curse if you have one”. I replied “my name is Bill Storm. This is my sister Jane Storm” that was Ethos talking. He was referring to Maggi as Jane Storm. Ava responded “my name is Lilly Ruby. I’m the daughter of a Borrowed Crafter. He makes borrowed artefacts”. Maggi responded in a Scottish accent “me and me brother be traveling to Perth for Mage School. I can’t use a borrowed artefact yet like he can”. She asked, “and you, who might you be?”. Lucky replied “I’m Lucky. I’m a cursed mage fluent in borrowed power”. The guard replied “come right on in. Just so you know, the southern angels have been targeting out mages. Taking them out one at a time. I shuddered at the thought. Mages being killed on the brink of war. What is next?”. Another boat rocked up and one man said as they were boarded by guards “let us in Knaves”. The guard, ordered “name and I.D please”. The same man yelled “I.D, I.D!!! We are the Adelaide council. I am council member Flitwick. This is council member Liberty and beside her is council member Lithian”. Council member Liberty yelled out loud “council member Alix Flitwick, lead by example and give the lady your I.D”. Council member Lithian had the mark of the bird on her. She turns into a bird come moonrise. Lithian yelled, “I cannot stand traveling with you another minute. Here is my I.D guard now take me away from this nincompoop”. We made our way onto the jetty and the guard said my deepest apologies but you will have to travel with the Storm siblings and Miss Ruby. We only have 2 carriages left and its either take carriage a or b. she responded, “carriage b it is”. When the guard said the Storm siblings and Miss Ruby she meant us. The guard replied “in you go Bill. I hope you don’t mind riding with an Adelaide council member. You guys hop in back”. Fatso hopped in the carriage with the other two council members. Qoua and her mother and uncle also got in with the council members. He yelled “how dare you put this commoner back with us. How dare you”. The male cursed guard yelled “please shut up. Ok”. We headed off at great speed. The journey was long. but on the way, the cursed councilwoman spoke “you must be Ethos Reeper. I haven’t seen you since you were three. We are terribly sorry about your mother. Who is this with you?”. Maggi explained “this is our escort back from Perth. She is... quite unique”. Council member Lithian replied “so Lilly, did you know about Ethos’s sword skills”. Ava replied, “I did see him attack an invisible Borrowed Mage with a sword”. She commented “you don’t know”. Ava asked, “know what?”. Ethos yelled “don’t, just don’t
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