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      Disclaimer

      Information and images used in this book are part of my large collection and come from an enormous number of sources. Great care is taken to ensure that anything discussed or displayed within this book eg historical images, is from authors unknown, artists whose work is long past copyright expiry dates, or works that were published before 1923. Or works that for some reason fall under one of the categories listed below by Creative Commons, and are therefore able to be used under World Wide rules for Fair Use of information, images, artworks, for research, education, and discussion.

      Images are from my extensive collection of historical images that I use to discuss historical topics and, to the best of my knowledge, are out of copyright and therefore fall under Creative Commons.  The way I’ve discussed information and historical facts and displayed images in this book is entirely my own thoughts, work, and wording and therefore this book is copyrighted under the name of Suzi Love.

      Some of the places I’ve visited for reading and research are listed at the end of this book. In order to present the most accurate theoretical and visual account of events as possible, numerous sources have been viewed, so the list of sources is only a very small part of my research. But I do hope you’ll take the time to visit some of these places too.
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            Foreword

          

        

      

    

    
      The customs associated with Easter have pre-Christian, Christian, and secular beginnings. These traditions have evolved into our modern day religious celebrations,  Easter parades both religious and modern, egg hunts, exchanging Easter eggs, and sharing special meals.

      I’d like to share some of my favorite images for Easter with you, though this book is meant to be a visual feast and is only a small part of my research. I hope you enjoy these gorgeous historical images. And I’ll be talking about even more of the history of Easter in future books.

      I’m dedicating this book to all researchers. Those who, like me, love digging deep and discovering more about the past. All rights to the arguments, discussions, and layouts used in this book are reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced.

      For more information, please feel free to contact suzi@suzilove.com.
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            Overview of Easter

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Easter is a holiday of the Resurrection of Christ.

        A major Christian celebration takes place in memory of sufferings, martyr death and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

      

      

      The Dictionary describes Easter as: An annual Christian festival in commemoration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

      Easter is observed on the first Sunday after the first full moon after the vernal equinox. This is calculated according to tables based in Western churches on the Gregorian calendar and in Orthodox churches on the Julian calendar.

      Easter Sunday, also called Easter Day, is the day on which this festival is celebrated, between  Good Friday and Easter Monday. Easter is a holiday of the Resurrection of Christ and is a major Christian celebration in memory of sufferings, martyr death and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

      Some Christians symbolically link the cracking open of Easter eggs with the empty tomb of Jesus. In the Orthodox churches, Easter eggs are blessed by the priest at the end of the Paschal Vigil, the equivalent of Holy Saturday, and distributed to the faithful. The egg is seen by followers of Christianity as a symbol of resurrection and while dormant it holds a new life.

      In Poland’s Roman Catholic Church, the święconka is celebrated on Holy Saturday. This is the blessing of decorative baskets with Easter eggs and other symbolic foods. In some traditions the Easter egg is extended to the deceased so on either the second Monday or Tuesday of Pascha, after a memorial service people bring blessed eggs to the cemetery and bring the joyous paschal greeting, ‘Christ has risen’, to their beloved departed.
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      1814  Easter Service of the Allied ArmiesApril 1814 on Louis XV Square in Paris. By Giuseppe-Pietro Bagetti.
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      19th Century Food blessing ceremony on Holy Saturday.
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      1880s Benediction of the Pope on Easter Sunday. Via Metropolitan Museum, NYC.
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            Where did the name come from?

          

        

      

    

    
      
        	Middle English ester :

        	Old English ēastre 

        	cognate with German Ostern 

        	orig. name of a goddess and her festival

        	akin to east

      

      Easter is the culmination of the Passion of Christ, preceded by Lent, a forty-day period of fasting, prayer, and penance.

      The last week of Lent is called Holy Week. It contains the days of the Easter Triduum, including Maundy Thursday (also known as Holy Thursday), commemorating the Last Supper and its preceding foot washing, as well as Good Friday, commemorating the crucifixion and death of Jesus.

      Easter is followed by a fifty-day period called Eastertide, or the Easter Season, ending with Pentecost Sunday.
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            Easter Traditions in England
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      1874 Easter Mummers. As with Christmas, mummers played an important part in carrying the story of Easter throughout England. Plays were put on in most parts of England sand villages came together to celebrate Easter.

      On Palm Sunday, church goers are given a small cross made of palm leaves blessed by the priest or minister.

      Many churches have Good Friday services and sometimes the congregation is lead to church by someone carrying a large wooden cross as a reminder of Jesus dying on a cross on Good Friday.

      'Maundy Money' is given out by the Queen on Maundy Thursday. Historically, the reigning King or Queen would wash the feet of a few of poor people, the same number of people as the monarch's age, replicating Jesus washing the feet of his disciples before the Last Supper.

      The Queen now carries a small pomander or bouquet of sweet herbs and gives small purses to a few men and women at Westminster Abbey. The coins are special silver pennies and the purses are soft leather.

      In York, Passion Plays are performed, often in the Old English language of medieval times.

      Apart from the giving as eggs as presents, traditions began for hunting eggs. The use of eggs as favors or treats at Easter originated when they were prohibited during Lent. A common practice in England in the medieval period was for children to go door-to-door begging for eggs on the Saturday before Lent began. People handed out eggs as special treats for children prior to their fast.
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      1804 Greenwich Park, London, on Easter Monday By John Marshall. Via collections.rmg.co.uk
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            Easter in Russia

          

        

      

    

    
      In Russia Easter was introduced at the end of the 10th century. As many others Christian holidays in Russia, Easter absorbed Christian doctrines and ancient pagan beliefs and worships.
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      18th Century Easter Mummers Play in Russia Source- Book by Anatoliy Rogov (Moscow, 1982) via commons.wikimedia.org (PD-100)

      Starting as long ago as the pagan times in Russia there has been a tradition to paint eggs red. A red egg was considered to be a symbol of the sun that ancient people worshipped paying tribute to the vernal equinox and celebrating awakening of nature after winter.

      The tradition of painting eggs for Easter is connected with Mary Magdalene who found out about the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, came to Emperor Tiberius and presented him an egg saying: "Christ is risen!" The Emperor expressed a doubt: "It is so difficult to believe in it just as to believe that a white egg can become red!" And in that moment the egg became red. Easter egg was one of the faith doctrines and was a visible sign of resurrection from the dead.

      Easter was celebrated with family, people came to their relatives and close friends and such a celebration lasted seven days, the whole Bright Week.

      At Easter, elegant colored eggs acted not only as a part of a ritual but also as gifts. On the Easter Sunday there was a custom of common kissing. When people went with visits at Easter, they took painted eggs with them and greeted each other saying
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