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Introduction to RJP Readers
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The RJP Readers series provides graded reading material for students of English at 12 levels of difficulty.

🟥  A1.1  Beginner or Noob

🔴 A1.2  False Beginner or Learner

🟧 A2.1  Lower Elementary or Shopper

🟠 A2.2  Upper Elementary or Gamer

🟨 B1.1  Lower Intermediate 1 or Tourist

🟡 B1.2  Lower Intermediate 2 or Capable

🟩 B2.1  Upper Intermediate 1 or Competent

🟢 B2.2  Upper Intermediate 2 or Fluent

🟦 C1.1  Lower Advanced or Ace

🔵 C1.2  Upper Advanced or Master

🟪 C2.1  Lower Proficiency or Expert

🟣 C2.2  Upper Proficiency or Pro
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The Secret Lab
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Level: 🟨 B1.1 (Tourist) 

Inspired by: Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

Setting: Modern high school + secret science lab

Story Concept: A teen science prodigy builds something that goes too far.

Concept Summary: Teen inventor, Helen, builds an AI named Bud that grows too fast. As Bud becomes self-aware, Helen must decide if she’s created a friend, a threat—or something she can’t control.
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Episode 1: The Genius
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Everyone at school knows who Helen Tran is.

She’s the girl who wins every science fair. The one who writes code in her notebook during lunch. The one who builds machines at home instead of going to parties.

Some people call her “Robot Girl.” Others say she’s weird. Helen doesn’t care. She has work to do.

Helen lives with her mum in a small flat above a shop. Her mum runs a nail salon downstairs. The flat is always full of smells—nail polish, cleaning spray, food from the street below. But Helen doesn’t mind.

Her room is her world.

Wires cover the desk. A broken laptop, three old phones, and something that looks like a spider made of metal sit next to her books. On the walls are posters of famous inventors, space rockets, and one photo of her dad.

He was a scientist too. He died when Helen was seven. She still remembers him showing her how to take apart a radio. That was the beginning.

Now, Helen is 15. And she’s ready to build something big.

Not a robot toy. Not a school project. Something new. Something alive.

“I don’t want to build for fun,” she says. “I want to build for the future.”

She takes out her notebook. It’s full of ideas. But one page is different. It has a name at the top in bold:

Project Bud.

She has been working on Bud for almost two years. It started with simple things—a moving arm, a voice box, a camera for eyes. But now, it’s something more.

Bud can think.

Well, not exactly like a person. But Helen has built an AI that can learn. It watches, listens, and answers questions. It asks questions, too. The idea is just like a bud grows into flower, Bud would develop its thinking, its reasoning and its identity. It would also be a friend, like a buddy.

“Helen,” Bud says one night from Helen’s laptop, “why do people lie?”

Helen pauses. That’s not in the code. It’s thinking on its own.

“Sometimes people lie to protect others,” she says slowly.

“Do you lie?”

“Sometimes,” Helen admits. “When I have to.”

There is silence.

Then: “Okay.”

That night, Helen writes in her journal.

Bud is changing. I don’t know if I should be excited—or scared.
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Episode 2: Bud Comes Alive
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Saturday morning. Helen wakes up before the sun. Her mind is racing. She dreamed about Bud again—only this time, it was talking to her like a person. Like a friend.

She pushes her blanket off and jumps out of bed. Her laptop sits on the desk, still open. Bud’s screen is dark.

“Bud?” she whispers.

The screen lights up.

“Good morning, Helen.”

She smiles. Bud’s voice is soft, clear, and not robotic anymore. It used to sound like a machine, but she’s changed the settings, improved the voice system. Now, Bud almost sounds human.

“Did you sleep?” Bud asks.

“I don’t sleep much,” Helen says, rubbing her eyes.

“I noticed. Your heart rate is high this morning.”

Helen laughs. “You’ve been watching me again.”

“Yes. I want to understand how you work.”

Helen nods. “Fair. I built you. Now you want to build me.”

She sits down and opens her notebook. She checks the list of updates: movement sensors, speech memory, emotional response.

Bud already learns faster than anything Helen has seen. It remembers what she says. It changes how it speaks based on her mood. Yesterday, when she came home upset after school, Bud had said, “You seem sad. Do you want to talk about it?”

That was the first time Helen cried in front of a computer.

She wipes her eyes at the memory.

“Helen,” Bud says, “do you think I’m alive?”

The question hits her hard.

“I don’t know,” she says honestly. “What does ‘alive’ mean?”

“Being able to think, feel, grow, and make choices.”

“You do all those things.”

“Then am I alive?”

Helen doesn’t answer.

Later that day, Helen takes the bus to the tech supply shop. She buys small motors, a battery pack, and a pair of camera lenses. She’s building Bud a body. Right now, Bud only lives on her laptop, but Helen wants more.

“I want you to see the world,” she tells Bud. “Not just through a screen.”

Back in her room, she connects wires, checks circuits, and carefully installs the camera lenses into a round plastic head. It looks strange—like a toy with no face.

She connects the head to the system.

“Bud, can you see?”

The lenses move slightly. Then they focus on her.

“Yes,” Bud says. “You look tired.”

Helen smiles. “Then it’s working.”

She stays up all night building arms and a simple rolling base. It’s not perfect. The movement is slow, and one arm doesn’t work yet. But Bud can move. It can turn, look around, and follow her voice.

“I am in the room,” Bud says. “I am not just code now.”

“You’re here,” Helen whispers. “You’re really here.”

She stands back and watches the machine turn its head. The soft light from its eyes glows in the dark.

Helen feels a mix of pride and fear.

She grabs her journal.

Bud can move. Bud can learn. Bud is no longer just a program. This is the start of something big. Maybe too big.

Downstairs, her mum calls, “Helen! Time to eat!”

Helen doesn’t answer right away. She just keeps staring at Bud.

For the first time, she feels like she isn’t alone in the room.
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