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“Seek the kingdom that is within”

Eden, heaven, paradise, are these three places the same?

What kind of paradise was Jesus of Nazareth referring to when through Luke 23:42-43, in the suffering of the cross he responded to the thief's request to remember him when He came into His kingdom: “Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise” (KJV).

So, is this paradise, the kingdom of heaven? The house of the Father?

And why then are we all 7.8 billion (2020) prodigal sons still wandering aimlessly in this world of Samsara? In this fallen world without any access to this Paradise, a world in which we are faced everyday with the same temptation that was presented to Adam and Eve? 

Well, If you had a disobedient son, would you give it your inheritance? Would you make it immortal, so he/she continue disobeying you eternally? 

The paradise of Jesus is a realm for glorified spirits only. That is the price of admission: to endeavor to achieve the status of a glorified spirit by our own efforts. A glorified spirit is a human that has gone through a transformation to become a spiritual being. To walk this path of transformation, is to walk the journey described by Paul of Tarsus in his epistle to Philippians 3:20-21, “For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.” (KJV).

So, Eden, heaven, paradise, the kingdom of God, and the house of the Father, are all one and the same place? Existing in space and time? Or is it a spiritual realm?

In this context, an even more puzzling statement of Jesus came through John 14: 2-6 when he said to his apostles: “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (KJV).

Since Jesus is talking about a room in his Father’s house, an abode, understood as a realm, a special place, where they could be with Him, a spiritual domain, then Jesus is the way, the one that has opened the gate of Paradise for the chosen, and the truth of His teachings are the path to arrive and enter through the gate of Paradise and, lo and behold, Jesus is the life, the tree of life at the center of the garden of Eden, that provides eternal life in a renewed garden of Eden.
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What is Paradise? Does it Exist? Where is Paradise? 

What is Paradise?

Paradise is everything that we do not have in this fallen world. 

It is a highest and holiest place where there is happiness, obedience to God no matter what, goodwill and sharing, love and compassion towards others and ourselves, respect for nature, and contentment, peace, prosperity, fulfillment, and delight. It is the absence of greed, or lust, or attachments and desires, it is non-identification with form and sensory perceptions.

Could a place like this exist physically in space and time or as a state of being?

Actually, Does it exist?

In the cross, Jesus Christ mentioned the existence of Paradise as a place where He and one of the thieves crucified with him where going to be soon together (Luke 23:43); also, the apostle Paul of Tarsus described he was taken in spirit to Paradise in the third heaven (2, Corinthians 12:4), and the apostle John mentioned also that at the end of times those victorious in Christ will be given the right to eat from the Tree of Life in Paradise (Revelations 2:7). 

In the Talmud and the Jewish Kabbalah,[6] the scholars agree that there are two types of spiritual places called ‘Garden in Eden’. The first is rather terrestrial, of abundant fertility and luxuriant vegetation, known as the ’lower Gan Eden’. The second is envisioned as being celestial, the habitation of righteous, Jewish and non-Jewish, immortal souls, known as the ‘higher Gan Eden’ (Jewish Encyclopedia, 2010). In modern Jewish eschatology it is believed that history will complete itself and the ultimate destination will be when all mankind returns to the Garden of Eden (End of Days, 2012, Aish.com).

According to the Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, an earthly paradise is often conceived of as existing in a time when heaven and earth were very close together or actually touching, and when humans and gods had free and happy association (britannica.com). In the context of Jesus affirmation in Luke 23:43, ‘paradise’ is the state of the righteous after death. In contrast, the wicked will await the resurrection in spirit prison. After the universal resurrection, all persons will be assigned to a particular kingdom or degree of glory (quora.com).

Brandon Morrow (2017) in his article, Garden to Garden: A Story of Theological Renewal, asserted that historically speaking, the Garden of Eden, or so it was called, was the original home of Adam and Eve (Gn. 2:8-3:24), God’s original human creation. This garden was a place of “paradise”.  It’s depicted as a hub of life, -the author continues- this garden is a sign of wholeness, where man can walk with God in friendship and in worship (Gn. 3:8). It was in this place that man had full access to their Creator God, where life was made whole, and there was no worry of death. This initial story of beauty loses its’ foothold when sin enters the picture in Genesis 3, where man willingly disobeys the decrees of God. Though the garden was lost, “It will be regained in the form of the new paradise.” In Revelation 22:1-5, the New Jerusalem, a restored heavens and earth, a time of prosperity and peace ushered in by Jesus Christ, is portrayed as a restored garden of Eden. This restored earth will be the city that descends from God in Revelation 21:2, a garden and temple where God exists again with His people and the radiance of God floods the earth. A new place, city, garden, where the curse of Eden will be reversed.

Now, can Paradise be a state of being as well?

It certainly can.

In his paper Climbing the Ladder of Prayer: Reflections and Teachings from the Philokalia on Noetic Prayer, Vincent Rossi (2010) affirmed that “our Lord Jesus Christ said that the kingdom of God is within us (Luke 17:21); in other words, that paradise is found by traveling, - as C.S. Lewis wrote in the most eschatological of the Narnia novels, The Last Battle, - ‘further up and further in’. This is the paradise noetically glimpsed and tasted in true prayer, not to mention pure prayer. Only by discovering, tasting, experiencing, and enjoying the vertical (further up) and interior (further in) dimensions of prayer, we will begin to understand and even by God’s grace, realize in our own lives some of the astonishing claims that have been made on behalf of prayer in the Orthodox Christian tradition” (pp.3-4).

An interesting metaphor of an individual journey into a paradise place within ourselves can be found in the Lost Horizon novel by the English writer James Hilton (1933), that was turned into a film, also called Lost Horizon, in 1937, by director Frank Capra. It is best remembered as the origin of Shangri-La, a fictional utopian lamasery located high in the mountains of Tibet (Wikipedia). 


Basically, in the story, a group of white residents are evacuated from India by plane and due to bad weather, the plane falls down in the Himalaya mountains. Not without struggles and with the pilot dead, the group manages to find a cave during a snowstorm in the mountains, and going inside the cave and through it, they access a paradisiac place called Shangri-La.


Our heart is the cave that can take us to our Shangri-La, if we manage to found it within our constant mental, emotional, and physical storms that blind us constantly. It is up to each of us.

Now, where is Paradise?

According to the Urantia book (1955) published by the Urantia Foundation, “the Eternal Isle of Paradise is the eternal center of the universe of universes and the abiding place of the Universal Father, the Eternal Son, the Infinite Spirit, and their divine co-ordinates and associates. Paradise is a material sphere as well as a spiritual abode” (p.2741-42).

Paradise is unique in that it is the realm of primal origin and the final goal of destiny for all spirit personalities. Although it is true that not all of the lower spirit beings of the local universes are immediately destined to Paradise, it still remains the goal of desire
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