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THE REASON PEOPLE FIND it so hard to be happy is that they always see the past as better than what is was and the present worse than it actually is.

SIMON DIESEL crossed the line.

In so many ways. He told his assistant that he’s hopelessly in love with her. He told the board of his company that he’s stepping down to be with the woman he loves. The man who shares nothing risked sharing his heart.

Heather and Simon finally have a chance at happiness. Not the high school sweetheart happily ever after, but the real, grown-up version. It’s within their grasp. 

Except, when something feels to good to be true it usually is.

How much can the heart take before it can no longer be put back together?

“The harder thing to do and the right thing to do are usually the same thing.”
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For the first time in his adult life, Simon Diesel was free. A free agent with no obligations. No shareholders or investors breathing down his neck. No board members shooting down his ideas.

So why the hell was he walking back into the Dover Inc. building on a Monday morning when he’d rather be having an early-morning phone call with the woman he loved?

Why indeed. 

He pressed the elevator button in irritation, impatient to get this morning over with. Taking his private elevator up to the thirty-seventh-floor conference room was probably presumptuous, considering he was no longer Dover’s CEO, but the reason was simple. The private elevator was faster. One of the rare perks he’d allowed himself to enjoy once in a while. Except for the one time he tried to get on the regular elevator with Heather. He grinned. It was worth the slow ride then. He cleared his throat and any emotion from his face as the car dinged to indicated he’d arrived at the correct floor.

When the shiny doors slid open, he stepped out and made his way to the conference room. Simon stepped inside and found that the board had already gathered. The board members all turned to stare at him, their gazes filled with anxiety. Some of the department heads, like company media relations officer Linda Schaffer, were also present. They looked even more anxious.

His eyes scanned the room. Frowning, he asked, “Where’s Heather?”

“Right here.” Her soothing voice came from behind him. 

He turned around to face her and she hurried into the board room.

“Good morning everyone.” She paused when her gaze fell on him and a blush stole up her cheeks. “Simon.”

His heart started to pound at the sight of her. “Good morning, Heather.” He probably sounded like a smitten fool, but he didn’t care if the board was present. Let them see. Let them see how much he loved her. How much he was ready to sacrifice for her.

Heather took a seat beside Linda, forgoing her chance to sit next to him. Clearly, she wanted to keep things professional despite the craziness of the past week.

And what a week it had been. Everett Eastman, one of Dover’s senior board members, had been arrested last week in this very room. The arrest had sent shockwaves through the tech industry and the resulting panic had roiled the stock market. Dover stock had taken a serious hit, and while Simon was deeply sympathetic for all of Dover’s staff they were no longer his responsibility.

The world might still be talking about Everett’s arrest, but all he had been focused on was his relationship with Heather. After he had stepped down as CEO, so he would be free to pursue a relationship with her, Simon hadn’t actually been able to see her.

The arrest and the subsequent media storm had forced them to avoid being seen together in public, so they had relied on video conferencing and phone calls to stay in touch. For Simon that wasn’t enough, and seeing her now was making his pulse race like nothing ever had before.

Simon took his usual seat at the head of the table. He probably didn’t have the right to sit there now that he was no longer CEO, but it was a habit he couldn’t seem to break. At least, not yet. 

“Thank you for coming, Simon,” Agnes Morton said from her seat beside him.

He gave her a grim nod. “You’re welcome.” 

It looked like the board had made Agnes their unofficial spokeswoman, which made sense considering how many years she had put into Dover. She was just as respected as Everett had been, though she had been nothing like Everett. Her style had been to work behind the scenes, keep her cards close to the vest. Nobody could accuse Agnes of trying to hog the spotlight the way Everett had.

Agnes cleared her throat and reached for the glass of water in front of her. After taking a sip she said, “These past few days haven’t been easy for Dover. So I appreciate every single one of you coming in this morning.”

“These short-notice meetings seem to have become something of a habit.” Simon stole a glance at Heather, his heart hammering as their eyes met. At first, he thought she was going to avert her gaze, but she didn’t. There was a warmth in her eyes that reminded him that he had agreed to endure this meeting for her.

“Yes, well, there has been a lot to discuss of late.” Agnes gently smoothed her short, snowy white hair and cleared her throat again. “What bit of business should we get to first?” 

“Start with the apology,” he instructed. This was the only reason he had agreed to come to this meeting, and it was the least that Heather deserved after everything she had been put through.

Agnes laced her fingers together and focused her attention on Heather. “Ms. Hall, on behalf of the entire board, I would like to offer you our most sincere apology. We were wrong to imply that you had committed any crime against Dover, and we deeply regret any pain and suffering this might have caused.”

Surprise flashed in Heather’s dazzling hazel eyes. “Oh. Thank you. I appreciate that.”

Simon narrowed his eyes at Agnes. “Are you going to be offering Heather more than words?” An apology was fine, but he wouldn’t rest until the board gave Heather something tangible to make up for how they had treated her.

“We haven’t discussed anything yet,” Agnes replied. “But we will absolutely do all that we can to show how sorry we are.”

“I’m glad to hear that.” Heather shifted uncomfortably in her seat and forced a smile. 

Clearly the attention was getting to her, but he knew that getting a formal apology from Dover’s board was the right step. He hadn’t told her the apology was coming because he wanted the apology to be about her, rather than about him and his negotiating tactics.

Agnes had called him over the weekend, begging him to come in for a meeting so that the board could have a chance to discuss his resignation. Deep down, he had known that the board was summoning him to this meeting because they wanted to talk him out of his decision to abruptly resign. At first, he had flat out refused to come to the meeting since he no longer owed Dover anything. But he had seen his chance to negotiate some concessions out of the board, and eventually Agnes had agreed to formally apologize to Heather if he promised to come to this meeting. The apology was the only reason he had bothered to come in today.

“There’s another item on the agenda, so let’s get to it,” Agnes said. “It’s time for us to address recent events and do whatever we can to help Dover get back on its feet.”

One of the junior board members, Roberto Hernandez, frowned. “Back on its feet? Are things really that bad?” Roberto was a relatively new board member who often saw opportunities where none of the other board members did. He was ambitious and had incredible vision that Simon had always admired. 

Agnes grimaced. “Well, we’ve been getting battered from all sides lately.”

“I know Dover stock hasn’t been doing well, but surely that’s just temporary,” Roberto said.

“We hope it will be temporary,” Agnes said carefully. “But we can’t rely on hope. We need concrete action. After last week’s unfortunate events we need to come up with a plan of action. I propose that we come up with a plan to get our stock back on sound footing.”

“The best way to do that is to get back control of the media narrative,” Linda murmured from her seat. “That’s why Simon is here, correct? If he shows his face, then investors will have more confidence in Dover and things will stabilize.”

“Showing his face for one day is fine in the short term, but that won’t help us in the long run.” Agnes turned to Simon, a serious expression on her face. “Simon, you cannot resign. I’m going to encourage the board to refuse to accept your resignation.”

A gasp sounded in the room, and everyone started talking at once.

Simon clenched his jaw. He didn’t like being put on the spot like this. Didn’t like being questioned or challenged. 

His resignation might have been abrupt, but he had meant it. In the chaos after Everett’s arrest, Heather had told Simon that she loved him and everything had fallen into place for him. Her love was his second chance. The second chance to be in a relationship with her after all these years apart. 

Their affair had caused a scandal long before the arrest because Heather had been his assistant. His subordinate. That scandal had created huge problems for Dover, so when Heather had confessed that she loved him he had known that the only choice he had was to resign. Now that he was no longer her boss, they were free to start a relationship without a cloud of scandal hanging over them.

“Everyone, please be quiet,” Agnes said sternly. 

“Agnes, I’ve already made my decision,” Simon said. “My contract allows me to resign at any time.”

“Yes, but we need you,” Agnes said. “After this fiasco with Everett, Dover needs stable leadership. We could barely survive with our most senior board member getting arrested for sabotage. With Everett in jail, we cannot survive our CEO resigning right after.”

“You expect me to undo my decision?” Simon demanded.

“We haven’t revealed that you resigned,” Agnes said. “Only the people in this room and a handful of investors know that you stepped down. If you decide to come back, the public will never know and we can get things moving again.” 

“Why should I come back?” he asked. “The board has been trying to control me for years. What do I have to gain from returning?”

“We haven’t been trying to control you,” Agnes insisted. “All we’ve ever done is what’s best for Dover.”

“Is that why one of your senior members gave insider secrets to our rivals and hacked into my personal computer system? Was that what was best for Dover?” He frowned, unable to suppress the annoyance that was washing over him.

“That was an unfortunate event that we will not be replicating. You can trust the board,” Agnes said.

“Like hell I can,” Simon said. “I started this company with a completely different idea than what has happened. I built this company from the ground up. Now, instead of being able to enjoy the fruits of my hard labor, and those I hired and trusted, I’m left with only a bad taste in my mouth. Give me one good reason why I should come back.”

“Well, I suspect your resignation had to do with how Ms. Hall was treated.” Agnes pursed her lips. “What if we were to give her a promotion? An increased salary?”

“No,” Heather said sharply. “I’m not going to get by on favoritism.”

Simon knew that Heather would be stubborn enough to refuse whatever Dover gave her. And while he admired her integrity, he couldn’t sit by and watch her throw away an opportunity like this. “It’s not favoritism, Heather—it’s what Dover owes you. After the board practically accused you of spying and sabotage, you deserve to be compensated.”

“I don’t know...” Heather bit her lip.

“Let me put it this way: it’s in the board’s interest to do this because they’ve opened Dover up to a lawsuit. Accusing you
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