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Colonial American History Stories - 1770 - 1774 contains almost 200 history stories presented in a timeline that begins in 1767 with the birth of Andrew Jackson and and ends with George Rogers Clark receiving his first military commission in 1774.  This journal of historical events mark the beginnings of the United States These reader friendly stories include:

March 05, 1770 Boston Massacre - British Troops Kill Five In Crowd

December 05, 1770 - Boston Massacre Soldiers Acquitted

April 27, 1773 - British Parliament Passes the Tea Act

1773 - Alexander Hamilton Arrives in New York

January 29, 1774 - Franklin Humiliated Before British Privy Council
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March 15, 1767 - Andrew Jackson Born
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Andrew Jackson (March 15, 1767 – June 8, 1845)

The son of Andrew and Elizabeth Hutchinson Jackson, Andrew was native to the Waxhaws region of the Carolinas, a region that separates North and South Carolina. The elder Andrew Jackson died in a logging accident two weeks before his son Andrew was born, leaving his wife to care for Andrew and his older brothers Hugh and Robert. Historians have not determined exactly where Andrew was born because they have not determined where Elizabeth was living when she gave birth. They only know she was with one of her brothers, but do not know which one, thus he could have been born in either North or South Carolina. Two local priests provided his early education. 

Revolutionary War

Andrew was only eight years old when the conflict broke out in 1775. His older brother Hugh enlisted. Hugh died after the Battle of Stono Ferry on June 20, 1779, a victim of heat exhaustion. Andrew and Robert joined the militia to serve as couriers. The British captured both in 1781. A British officer commanded Andrew to clean his boots, an order Andrew refused to obey. In anger, the officer slashed at Andrew with a sword, leaving gashes that would leave permanent scars on his left hand and his head. The British held the brothers as prisoners of war. Both contracted smallpox while in captivity and suffered greatly from starvation.
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June 7, 1767 - Daniel Boone First Sights Kentucky

[image: ]


Daniel Boone volunteered for service on the North Carolina frontier during the French and Indian War (1754 - 1763). His commander, Captain Hugh Waddell, assigned Boone to work as a wagoner to drive the teams of horses hauling supplies for the army. During the war, Boone worked with John Finley and his cousin Daniel Morgan. Their wagon team came under heavy attack at Braddock's Defeat on July 9, 1755. John Finley regaled Boone with stories of the unlimited game and beauty of the country in the lands to their west, the lands of Kentucky. A dozen years after the war Boone gathered a hunting band, that consisted of his brother, Squire and John Finley. The men crossed the mountains where Boone first saw the lands called Kentucky. The men would hunt the area of the Big Sandy River. 
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January 04, 1770 - First of the Colonist’s Advocate Letters
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Benjamin Franklin resided in London during the turbulent years from 1764 through 1775. From his perch in the English capital, he watched as relations between England and her North American colonies unraveled. Initially sent to persuade the King to transform Pennsylvania from a proprietary colony to a royal one, he spent much of his time trying to persuade the English parliament to repeal the Stamp Act, and later the Townshend duties. His testimony before Parliament in January 1766 probably played a role in Parliament's repeal of the hated Stamp Act. 

Townshend Acts

The Townshend Acts take their name from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Charles Townshend. These acts, passed during the years 1765 through 1767. The two most objectionable to the Americans were the Quartering Act and the Townshend Duty Act. Passage of these acts angered the colonists, leading to a boycott of British goods. The increasing tensions between the two countries led Franklin to write a series of letters in an attempt to convince Parliament to repeal the acts.

Colonist’s Advocate Letters

Franklin wrote these letters during a time in which he was quite busy with other duties. So important were they, in his estimation that he committed to a rare publication schedule. He wrote the letters, probably in collaboration with James Burgh, a British Whig Member of Parliament, over a two-month period. The letters commenced in January and continued at a pace of about two a week, ending in March. In April Parliament repealed all the taxes except for the tax on tea, which they left in place.
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February 05, 1770 - Construction Begins - Carpenter's Hall
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Two years after purchasing the property, the Carpenters' Company of the City and County of Philadelphia had accumulated the finances needed to build their meeting hall. Construction began on the hall on February 5, 1770. The Carpenter's Company would hold its first meeting in the completed hall on Jan. 21, 1771. They would rent the hall to other organizations to use for meetings and other functions. The most notable organization to use the facility was the First Continental Congress, which used the hall when it convened in September 1774.
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February 26, 1770 - Christopher Seider Funeral March Sparks Boston Massacre
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Every fire needs a spark to light it. Many say that the conflagration that became the American Revolution in 1775 started with the Boston Massacre in March 1770. However, the Boston Massacre had its own spark. That spark flashed on February 26, 1770 during the funeral procession for young Christopher Seider, killed by two bullets fired from a musket held by British Loyalist Ebenezer Richardson four days earlier. Richardson had fired on a mob that formed to protest his friend's role in importing goods from England that Boston merchants had agreed to boycott. Furor over the Townshend Acts of 1767 was reaching a head.

The Townshend Acts

The Townshend Acts take their name from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Charles Townshend. At Townshend's urging, Parliament passed these acts during the years 1765 through 1767. The two most objectionable to the Americans were the Quartering Act and the Townshend Duty Act. The Townshend Acts of 1767 had imposed taxes on many important items imported from Britain, including paper, paint, lead, glass, and tea. Many colonists considered these taxes unlawful because the American colonies had no representation in Parliament and believed that body had no right to tax them. The duties met with widespread resistance. Parliament repealed all the taxes except the one on tea in 1770, but by that time, they had inflamed the Colonies almost beyond reconciliation. 

Boston Boycott

Boston merchants banded together to form a boycott of the taxed items. The boycott took effect on January 1, 1769. Some merchants in the city did not join the boycott and continued importing goods. At another meeting in October 1769, attendees identified four merchants as importers, John Bernard, Theophilus Lillie, John Mein and James McMasters. These men, exposed publicly, became the subject of derision. In late February 1770 some parties placed signs with the word, "Importer" written on them in front of the businesses. The sign placed in front of Theophilus Lillie's business was fated to create the spark. Ebenezer Richardson became the man that struck it.

Ebenezer Richardson (March 31, 1718 - ?)

Ebenezer Richardson was Theophilus Lillie's friend. He had noted the sign in front of his friends business and tried to induce a passing teamster to knock it down with his cart. The teamster refused. A crowd began gathering and the crowd soon became a mob, hurling rocks and insults at Richardson and Lillie. A thrown rock hit Richardson in the head. He fled to his home with the mob following him. The mob continued throwing rocks and bricks at his house, breaking windows. Richardson grabbed a musket and ascended to a second story window that had been broken out by a thrown rock. He loaded the musket and fired several random shots into the crowd, to scare it off and disperse it. Two of the bullets struck eleven year old Christopher Seider. The boy died hours later. 

The Funeral Procession

On February 22, local patriots like Samuel Adams had worked to use the incident to incite furor against the British. By the time Christopher Seider's funeral procession took place, the incident had enraged Bostonians. A crowd of almost two thousand people accompanied Seider to his grave in Granary Burying Ground. Adams declared Christopher to be "the first martyr to American liberty." There would be more. A few days later, another angry mob, incensed over the murder of young Christopher Seider, gathered around some British soldiers. The seeds of the Boston Massacre would soon sprout flames.
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March 05, 1770 Boston Massacre - British Troops Kill Five in Crowd
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The road from close cooperation between the American colonists in the French and Indian War that ended in 1763, to the American Revolution that severed the ties, was a long and bumpy one stained with blood. 

Attempt to Pay for the War and Troops Stationed in the Colonies

To pay for the war, Parliament had imposed various taxes on the colonies. Colonials protested the taxes, because since the colonies had no representation in Parliament, they felt that body had no right to impose taxes on them. When Parliament passed the Townshend Acts, it had no idea that the uproar over them would lead to British troops stationed in Boston to enforce them. They had no idea that incidents that arose from the stationing of those troops would fuel a war in which the Colonists would gain their independence. 

Christopher Seider Incident

In February, an incident occurred in which a British loyalist had killed eleven-year-old Christopher Seider. The incident had inflamed the citizens of Boston. Patriot firebrands had whipped up public indignation over the incident, which led to more tension between the British troops in Boston and irate citizens who wanted them gone. It was a fire waiting for a match.

The Townshend Acts

The Townshend Acts take their name from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Charles Townshend. Parliament passed these acts during the years 1765 through 1767. The two most objectionable to the Americans were the Quartering Act and the Townshend Duty Act. Parliament repealed these Acts in 1770, but by that time, the Colonies were inflamed almost beyond reconciliation. The colonists engaged in widespread resistance to the taxes.

October 01, 1768 - British troops under General Gage land in Boston

After colonial resistance to the Townshend Acts, the British government decided to send two regiments of troops into Boston to quell it. Paul Revere produced an engraving depicting the October 1 landing of the troops. This deployment was about as bad a decision they could have made. 

The Match Readied

On March 5, 1770, outside the Boston Custom house on King Street, Private Hugh White stood guard. A young Bostonian, Edward Garrick, called out an insult to White, which the soldier ignored. Garrick continued insulting the soldier, who finally approached Garrick and struck him on the cheek with his musket. Garrick cried out in pain. A crowd began to gather, pressing in on, and threatening, the soldier. The crowd grew larger as the evening progressed. The members of the mob threw threats and insults at the soldier. Someone began ringing a church bell. This usually signaled that there was a fire, drawing out people to help fight it. 

The Match Struck

As people began pouring into the streets, the British soldier's plight became more threatened. Captain Thomas Preston, officer of the watch, became aware of the situation and summoned six soldiers and a non commissioned officer to accompany him to rescue White. The soldiers pressed through the crowd and surrounded White. The crowd was now several hundred people strong. Assurances were issued that the soldiers would not fire unless ordered by Preston. Since Preston was standing in front of the soldiers, it was doubtful that he would order them to fire. At this point seven British soldiers stood, muskets loaded and bayonets fixed, staring into a crowd of several hundred enraged Bostonians. Several in the crowd shouted insults at the soldiers. Others invoked the soldiers to “Fire, damn you.” Many threw rocks and chunks of ice at the soldiers, hitting them. Others shouted “Kill them, Kill them.” The memory of eleven-year-old Christopher Seider, killed just days earlier in a similar incident, was fresh on everyone's mind. But mobs have a mind of their own. The British soldiers were threatened. It was only a matter of time. Adding to the confusion, church bells began to peal, indicating a fire that had spread to nearby buildings.

The Fire Kindled

A local innkeeper, Richard Palmes, approached Captain Thomas Preston. Palmes held a cudgel in his hand. After a brief exchange between the two, someone in the crowd threw an object, striking one of the British soldiers. The soldier dropped his musket. He retrieved his weapon. He was angry. People were shouting and throwing objects at him. Church bells resounded in his head. In fear and frustration, the man discharged the weapon into the crowd. Palmes struck Preston with the cudgel. There was a pause. Then, without orders, the soldiers fired a ragged volley into the crowd. The volley killed three colonists immediately. Two more died over the ensuing days of their
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