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Bingo Night:

A Tony and Stan Meathead Thriller

Vincent Zandri

“Let me tell you what, I get mad pussy on Bingo night.”

—Unidentified resident of a home for the elderly and infirmed 

1

“All I’m saying, Tony, is this—those old people living out their days at the old folks home across the road got cash coming out the wazoo. They play Bingo, they don’t play for small change. They got pots worth ten grand or more.”

“And how do you know this shit, Stan?” I heft another box of flowers into the back bay of the idling truck. “You make it a point to play bingo with those old farts?”

“I got a friend who works on the inside, bro.”

“Who?”

“Guy named Raymond. Half black, half white mulatto dude. He’s like a custodian. Fixes shit when it breaks, washes the floors, changes the lightbulbs. Get this, he also MC’s Bingo night.”

“Let me guess, he also steals a social security check every now and again.”

Stan smiles, winks. His biceps are bursting out of his green Capital Florist Supply T-shirt. His round, scruffy face sports an off-white beard that doesn’t know whether it’s coming or going. That’s because he’s Polish. Polacks can’t grow beards. It ain’t in their genes. 

Me, I’m just as stacked as Stan. We even work out at the same gym. But I’ve got beautiful Mediterranean skin, and I can grow a full beard in a couple of days. Plus, I don’t say nothin’ to Stan about it, but I’m a lot smarter. If I hadn’t quit high school, I could have gone to Harvard. Okay, maybe not Harvard, but I could have made it through community college. 

Choices—my mother used to say, God rest her soul—choices have consequences, Tony. Don’t ever forget that. 

Yeah, well, I’m hefting yet another big box of stinking hot house Florida grown consequences into yet another truck, sucking up the exhaust, earning maybe a dollar more than minimum wage, and living downtown in a hole-in-the-wall not far from Stan who also dropped out of high school and who can’t tell you what consequences means much less spell the word. 

“So, what is it you’re trying to tell me, Stan? It’s cold, I wanna finish loading this truck, go inside for a coffee and another look-see at Anny.”

Anny does the books, and she’s hot. Correction, fucking smoking hot. Tall, blonde, and stacked. She’s the only thing that makes getting it up for work worth it. Or, getting up for work, that is.   

“So, Raymond has an idea. An idea so brilliant it made me hard,” Stan says.

I twirl my hand like, hurry the fuck up. “And?”

“And he’s been paying particular attention to Bingo night.”

“Bingo night?” I repeat as a question.

“Yeah, Bingo night. You know, old people love to play Bingo like teenage boys like to jerk off. Can’t get enough of
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