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​Chapter 1: Glimpses of Spain: Introduction
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Spain's geography is a striking tapestry of contrasts, contributing significantly to its diverse landscapes and climates. The country occupies most of the Iberian Peninsula, bordered by Portugal to the west and France to the northeast, with coastlines along the Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea. Its terrain ranges from the towering Pyrenees mountains, forming a natural barrier with France, to the vast central plateau known as the Meseta Central, and the fertile plains of Andalusia in the south. The rugged coastlines feature dramatic cliffs, sandy beaches, and numerous islands, including the Balearic Islands in the Mediterranean. This geographical diversity results in a wide array of climates, from the humid, green north to the arid, sunny south, creating a rich mosaic of ecosystems and landscapes. Courtesy: https://www.lamoncloa.gob.es/lang/en/espana/historyandculture/geography

The total area of Spain is more than 500,000 square kilometres. It is smaller than France, but larger than Germany. Almost fifty million people live in Spain. It was a Colonial Empire and had colonies throughout the continents of South America, Asia, Oceania and Africa, with a large hold of European lands.

Spain's history is a rich and complex tapestry woven from diverse threads. They include the ancient Iberian tribes, the Phoenicians, the Greeks, the Romans and then the Visigothic kingdom. The Moorish conquest in the 8th century ushered in a golden age of culture, learning, and architectural legacy.The rise of powerful Christian kingdoms began in 1492, with the start of Columbus's voyage, ushering in the Spanish Empire —a period of vast colonial expansion. Subsequent centuries witnessed the decline of the empire, internal strife, and the 20th-century trauma of the Spanish Civil War, culminating in Spain's eventual transition to modern democracy.   

Tourism in Spain thrives on the country's diverse offerings, attracting millions of visitors annually. Spain attracts millions of tourists to its sun-drenched beaches, as well as to its vibrant cultural hubs, such as Madrid, Barcelona, and Porto. Spain boasts historical landmarks, such as the Alhambra in Granada, the Sagrada Família in Barcelona, and the Segovia Aqueduct.  The Camino de Santiago attracts pilgrims from around the world. Spain also has a rich culinary presence, featuring tapas, paella, and regional wines. This book has a special chapter on the cuisine of Spain. Spain's excellent infrastructure, including high-speed rail and extensive flight connections, makes it easy to explore its diverse regions, ensuring a memorable experience for every traveller. The country’s most popular tourist attractions include Barcelona, Zaragoza, Donostia-San Sebastian, Bilbao, Santander, Santiago de Compostela, Salamanca, Segovia, Madrid, Toledo, Cáceres‎, Córdoba, Seville, Cádiz, Ronda, Marbella, Mijas, Málaga, Nerja, Granada, Valencia, Balearic Islands, Ibiza and Majorca.

To help me with my writing process, I have used the help of Gemini. 

Transport:

Spain's transportation infrastructure is characterised by a well-developed network of roads, railways (including its globally significant high-speed rail system), tram services, air transportation, and maritime ports.

AIR:

There are 96 airports in Spain, with the main airports being at Madrid, Barcelona, Palma de Mallorca, Málaga, Gran Canaria, Alicante, and Tenerife South.  In addition to the above, international airports include Bilbao, Santiago, Seville, Zaragoza, Ibiza, Menorca, Santander, Murcia, Tenerife South, Asturias, and Vigo. Air traffic is also the primary mode of transport linking the Balearic and Canary Islands to the mainland. Almost all critical cities are connected by flights.

Train:

Spain's railway system is a modern and extensive network, highlighted by its world-leading high-speed rail infrastructure. Operated primarily by Renfe, the network connects major cities with efficient and comfortable services, most notably the AVE high-speed trains. Beyond the high-speed lines, Spain also possesses a network of regional and commuter trains, catering to diverse travel needs. This combination of high-speed and regional services makes train travel a convenient and popular option for both domestic and international tourists, contributing significantly to Spain's transportation infrastructure and tourism industry.

The train tickets and timetable can be accessed through the following link:

https://spainrail.com/en

Metro/light rail systems: 

Spain's urban centres are well-served by modern metro and light rail systems, providing efficient and convenient transportation for residents and visitors alike. Cities like Madrid, Barcelona, Valencia, and Seville boast extensive metro networks, characterised by frequent service, accessibility, and seamless integration with other public transportation options. Light rail, or tram, systems are also prevalent, particularly in cities like Bilbao, Alicante, and Zaragoza, offering above-ground connectivity within urban areas and to surrounding suburbs.

Bus:

The bus system in Spain is extensive and efficient. It covers all the major cities and many smaller towns and villages of Spain. The two largest bus companies in Spain are Alsa and Avanza, which operate a network of intercity and regional buses. Several smaller bus companies also operate in specific regions or areas, offering a quick and affordable way to get around. 

The bus tickets and timetable can be accessed through the following link:

For ALSA: https://www.alsa.es/

For AVANZA: 

Accommodation:

One can opt for hotels, homestays, bed and breakfasts (B&Bs), or apartments to stay in the cities and towns of Spain. Since we are moving by train/bus, we tried to book accommodation near the train/bus station to walk to the hotel or apartment. 

I prefer the following websites for booking accommodation online:

	https://www.trivago.com/


(For comparison of rates)

	https://www.booking.com/

	https://www.makemytrip.com/

	https://www.airbnb.com


It has been our long-time dream to visit Spain and Portugal, and we initially wanted to explore them separately. However, budget and time constraints made that problematic. We realised that each country would require at least 15 days to explore properly. Given that we had only 15 days and a limited budget, we decided to combine both countries into one trip.

We have visited Madrid, Segovia, Seville, Salamanca, Ronda, and Granada in Spain. Still, as I write a travel book, I feel it is essential not to limit Spain to just these few destinations. This book will highlight nearly all the worthwhile places to visit, highlighting must-see attractions, accommodation options, transportation details, and more. I have created a map of the areas to be visited, starting our itinerary in Barcelona. 

At the end of the book, I will provide a planned itinerary complete with cost estimates. This way, interested readers can choose their preferred destinations and customise their itineraries based on the master plan.

––––––––
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Here is the Itinerary Map of Spain (Courtesy: Google My Map):
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Spain Map of attractions

Link to Spain My Map

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1lRu6vgB8hueR4jhZpudYukvgV82bqEM&usp=sharing
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​Chapter 2: Barcelona
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Barcelona, located on the northeastern coast of Spain, boasts a unique and captivating geography. The Mediterranean Sea coast borders it to the east, and the Collserola mountain range lies to the west, resulting in a diverse landscape. There are also several small hills, including Montjuïc and Tibidabo, offering panoramic views of the cityscape and the sea. The two rivers, Llobregat and Besòs, flow through the city's southern and northern boundaries. The city has a mild Mediterranean climate.    

Barcelona, a vibrant metropolis on Spain's Mediterranean coast, is a magnet for tourists from around the world. Its unique blend of architectural wonders, artistic heritage, and lively atmosphere creates an unforgettable experience. Gaudí's whimsical masterpieces, such as the Sagrada Família and Park Güell, draw crowds eager to witness their architectural brilliance. The narrow medieval streets of the Gothic Quarters transport you into Barcelona's rich history, while the bustling Las Ramblas provides a lively street scene filled with performers and markets. The beaches, such as Barceloneta, offer relaxation and seaside dining, and the city's renowned culinary scene, featuring Catalan cuisine and fresh seafood, delights food enthusiasts. Barcelona's dynamic nightlife, art museums, and cultural festivals further solidify its status as a top global tourist destination.   

There are many attractions in Barcelona, and I have created a Google My Map to show their positions as shown below:
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Barcelona Map of Attractions

Link to Barcelona My Map:

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1mjq4DyTmyhCZOiRhtVf63v5YtWwoekY&usp=sharing

Barcelona transport:

Barcelona boasts a modern and well-developed local public transportation system. It has an excellent network of metro, bus, tram, and train services, allowing one to reach anywhere in Barcelona by bus or tram. Funiculars and cable cars complement these services. There are six fare zones in Barcelona, but most of the city's attractions can be reached within Zone 1. As such, a ticket for Zone 1 should be sufficient. For unlimited use of Public Transport in Zone 1, the following are excellent choices:

	Hola BCN - the multi-day ticket for 48-120 hours

	Barcelona Card with Hola BCN, free entry to attractions and audio guide

	Barcelona Transport Pass with Hola BCN and airport transport


––––––––
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The Metro map of Barcelona is provided below and should be kept handy for reference. It is also included with the Hola BCN. It can also be downloaded from the following link:

https://www.barcelona.de/downloads/metro-map.pdf
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Barcelona Metro Map

Taxis are also an alternative to buses or the metro, especially at night, and there are countless taxis available. Radio taxis, such as Baixtaxi, FREE NOW, Radio Taxi 033, or Uber, are available in Barcelona.

There are Hop-on Hop-off buses also in Barcelona, and the two operators are Greyline and Bus Turístic; they cover almost all the attractions of Barcelona.

All the information about Public Transport is available from the following link:

https://www.barcelona.de/en/barcelona-public-transport.html#buchen

Accommodation:

I prefer the following websites for booking accommodation online:

	www.booking.com

	www.airbnb.com


Names of a few budget hotels/hostels (priced less than INR 8000) in Barcelona, searched on Google Maps, are given below:

	Inout Hostel, Carrer Major del Rectoret, 2, Sarrià-Sant Gervasi, 08017 Barcelona, Spain: https://www.inouthostel.com/

	Latroupe Poblenou Beach, Carrer de l'Amistat, 21, Sant Martí, 08005 Barcelona, Spain: https://www.latroupe.com/es/latroupe-poblenou-beach/hostel/

	Hostal Ideal Badal, Carrer de Quetzal, 18, 20, Sants-Montjuïc, 08014 Barcelona, Spain: https://www.gobcnhi.com/lander

	Hey Lola! Hostel, Carrer de Salvà, 36, Sants-Montjuïc, 08004 Barcelona, Spain: https://heylolahostel.com/

	Bcnsporthostels, Carrer del Perill, 26, Gràcia, 08012 Barcelona, Spain: 

	Ideal Youth Hostel Barcelona, Carrer de la Unió, 10, 12, Ciutat Vella, 08001 Barcelona, Spain: https://www.smartrental.com/es/malacuna/barcelona/hostel-barcelona/

	Room018BCN, Carrer de la Pobla de Lillet, 18, Les Corts, 08028 Barcelona, Spain: https://room018barcelonahostel.com/

	DREAM CUBE HOSTEL, Av. de Sarrià, 67, Les Corts, 08029 Barcelona, Spain: https://www.dreamcubehostel.com/

	Sun & Moon hostel, Carrer de Ferran, 17, Ciutat Vella, 08002 Barcelona, Spain: https://www.hostelbcn-sunmoon.com/

	Sant Jordi Hostels Sagrada Familia, Carrer del Freser, 5, Sant Martí, 08026 Barcelona, Spain: https://www.santjordihostels.com/hostel-sant-jordi-sagrada-familia/

	And many more


Budget Restaurants providing food @Euro 5-10 per head (searched on Google map):

	Puglia In Tavola, Carrer dels Escudellers, 41, Ciutat Vella, 08002 Barcelona, Spain

	Mian G Restaurant, Carrer de Sant Rafael, 7, Ciutat Vella, 08001 Barcelona, Spain

	RESTAURANT ISTANBUL, Carrer Nou de la Rambla, 1, Ciutat Vella, 08001 Barcelona, Spain

	a Restaurant, Plaça de Sant Felip Neri, 2, Ciutat Vella, 08002 Barcelona, Spain

	EL CURRY RESTAURANTE,Carrer del Parlament, 54, L'Eixample, 08015 Barcelona, Spain

	PUFF sandwich Barcelona, Carrer dels Escudellers, 29, Ciutat Vella, 08002 Barcelona, Spain

	Snack Mediterráneo, Carrer del Poeta Cabanyes, 6, Sants-Montjuïc, 08004 Barcelona, Spain

	The Roof, Av. de Francesc Cambó, 14, Ciutat Vella, 08003 Barcelona, Spain

	Rajah Restaurant, Carrer Nou de la Rambla, 3, Ciutat Vella, 08001 Barcelona, Spain

	Pollastre A La Brasa kebab, Carrer de la Cera, 39, Ciutat Vella, 08001 Barcelona, Spain

	Anmol Dahi Ballay, Carrer de la Cera, 30, Ciutat Vella, 08001 Barcelona, Spain

	Champanillo Barcelona, Pl. del Dr. Letamendi, 37, L'Eixample, 08007 Barcelona, Spain

	COLOM KEBABISH, Pg. de Colom, 7, Ciutat Vella, 08002 Barcelona, Spain

	NUDES, Carrer del Rec, 10, Ciutat Vella, 08003 Barcelona, Spain


Supermarkets in Barcelona:

	Condis Express, Rda. de Sant Antoni, 74, Ciutat Vella, 08001 Barcelona, Spain

	Carrefour Market, Rambla dels Estudis, 113, Ciutat Vella, 08001 Barcelona, Spain

	SUPERMERCAT 24H, Rda. de Sant Pere, 13, Eixample, 08010 Barcelona, Spain

	SUPERMERCAT 24H, Carrer Creu Coberta, 30, Sants-Montjuïc, 08014 Barcelona, Spain

	Condis Supermarket, Carrer del Comerç, 19, Ciutat Vella, 08003 Barcelona, Spain: https://www.condis.es/

	Consum Supermarket, Carrer d'Entença, 28, L'Eixample, 08015 Barcelona, Spain: https://www.consum.es/

	OODS MARKET(supermarket), Carrer de Sant Antoni Abat, 30, Ciutat Vella, 08001 Barcelona, Spain

	Lidl, Carrer de Vila i Vilà, 35, 37, Sants-Montjuïc, 08004 Barcelona, Spain: https://www.lidl.es/

	Carrefour Express, Calle, Gran Via de les Corts Catalanes, 573, Local 2, Eixample, 08011 Barcelona, Spain: https://www.carrefour.es/tiendas-carrefour/supermercados/carrefour-express/calle_gran_via_de_las_cortes_catalanas-s.aspx

	Dia Supermarket, Carrer del Carme, 36, Ciutat Vella, 08001 Barcelona, Spain: http://www.dia.es/compra-online/

	Supermercat Consum, Carrer de Villarroel, 15, L'Eixample, 08011 Barcelona, Spain: https://www.consum.es/

	Caprabo, Avinguda Diagonal, L'illa Diagonal, 545, 08029 Barcelona, Spain: https://www.caprabo.com/


Main attractions to be visited:

	Basílica de la Sagrada Família:


The Basílica de la Sagrada Família, an architectural masterpiece and symbol of Barcelona, is the genius of Antoni Gaudí. This astonishingly beautiful church, still under construction over a century after its inception, showcases Gaudí's exceptional blend of Gothic and Art Nouveau styles, its soaring towers, and intricate facades. The interior is a musical symphony of light and colour, with stained-glass windows creating vibrant hues inside the church. The nave of the Church has tree-like columns. Each facade represents the scenes from the life of Christ and is a sculptural marvel. The crypt houses Gaudí's tomb, which he dedicated his whole life to. The Sagrada Família is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and is visited by millions of visitors annually. 

	La Pedrera - Casa Milà:


La Pedrera, also known as Casa Milà, is another iconic architectural creation by Antoni Gaudí. It is 1.4 km from the Basílica de la Sagrada Família and can be reached by Bus number N9 in 9 minutes. It is a residential building, constructed between 1906 and 1912, and is located on Passeig de Gràcia in Barcelona. It is renowned for its undulating stone facade, resembling a quarry, hence the nickname "La Pedrera." The innovative design of Gaudí has a beautiful stone facade and a rooftop terrace with surreal chimneys and ventilation shafts. It is also a UNESCO World Heritage Site and a cultural centre, offering visitors a glimpse into Gaudí's unique vision and the opulence of early 20th-century Barcelona.

	Casa Batlló:


Casa Batlló, another masterpiece by Antoni Gaudí, is an example of Catalan architecture in the heart of Barcelona. It is only 500 metres from Casa Mila and can be reached on foot. Catalan Modernism was a diverse and heterogeneous movement in which each artist developed a unique style, rejecting the traditional architectural styles and industrialism of the early 20th century.  Its façade resembles a skeletal ribcage made of shimmering and iridescent tiles, showing the legend of Saint George and the dragon. Gaudí has employed unusual forms and lighting within the church to create a dreamlike atmosphere.  The use of stained-glass windows and ceramic-tiled patios has blended the architecture seamlessly with nature. Casa Batlló draws visitors from around the world to marvel at its whimsical beauty.

	Palau de la Música Catalana:


The Palau de la Música Catalana, a UNESCO World Heritage Site in Barcelona, is a breathtaking architectural masterpiece of Catalan Modernisme. It is 1.4 km from Casa Batlló, but can be easily reached by Bus number N 24. Designed by Lluís Domènech i Montaner, the concert hall is renowned for its opulent interiors, where natural light floods through stained-glass skylights, illuminating intricate mosaics, sculptures, and floral motifs. The building's facade is equally stunning, adorned with elaborate brickwork and sculptural elements. Beyond its architectural beauty, Palau is a cultural hub, hosting a diverse range of musical performances, from classical concerts to contemporary music, making it a must-see destination for both architecture enthusiasts and music lovers.

	Picasso Museum Barcelona:


The Picasso Museum in Barcelona, housed in five adjoining medieval palaces in the Gothic Quarter, offers an intimate and comprehensive look at the formative years of Pablo Picasso's artistic development. It is 600 metres from the Palau de la Música Catalana and can be easily reached on foot. The collection, donated mainly by Picasso's close friend and secretary Jaume Sabartés, focuses on his early works, showcasing his artistic journey from childhood sketches to his Blue Period and beyond. Here you can witness the evolution of his style, revealing his mastery of traditional techniques before his revolutionary cubist phase. Beyond paintings, the museum showcases drawings, engravings, and ceramics, providing a multifaceted perspective on Picasso's creative process and his profound connection to Barcelona.

	Cathedral of Barcelona:


The Cathedral of Barcelona, also known as the Cathedral of the Holy Cross and Saint Eulalia, is an example of Gothic architecture in the heart of the city's Gothic Quarter. It is 550 metres from the Picasso Museum and can be reached on foot in 8-10 minutes. Its imposing facade, intricate stained-glass windows, and high vaulted ceilings create awe and historical grandeur. Construction spanned centuries, resulting in a fascinating blend of architectural styles. Inside, the cloister, with its serene garden, offers a peaceful respite from the bustling city. The cathedral's rich history, intertwined with the city's own, makes it a must-see landmark, not only for its artistic beauty but also for its cultural and religious significance.

	Museum of Contemporary Art of Barcelona:


The Museum of Contemporary Art of Barcelona (MACBA) stands as a beacon of modern and contemporary art in the heart of the city's Raval district. It is approximately 1 km from the Cathedral of Barcelona, and it takes about 14 minutes to walk there. One can hire a taxi to reach here. Its striking white building, designed by Richard Meier, provides a minimalist backdrop for a dynamic collection that spans the mid-20th century to the present day. MACBA showcases works by Catalan, Spanish, and international artists, encompassing a range of disciplines from painting and sculpture to photography and multimedia installations. It serves not only as a repository of artistic expression but also as a cultural hub, hosting temporary exhibitions, film screenings, and educational programs that foster dialogue and engagement with contemporary art within the vibrant context of Barcelona.

	Gran Teatre del Liceu:


The Gran Teatre del Liceu, in Barcelona, is a magnificent testament to the city's rich cultural heritage and its enduring passion for opera. It is 900 metres from the Museum of Contemporary Art and can be reached on foot. This iconic opera house, located on La Rambla, has endured fires and reconstructions, emerging each time more splendid than before. Its opulent interior, adorned with gilded details and plush seating, creates an atmosphere of grandeur, transporting audiences to a world of artistic brilliance. The Liceu's stage has hosted some of the world's most renowned opera singers and conductors, making it a pivotal venue for classical music in Europe. Beyond its artistic significance, the Liceu is a symbol of Catalan identity, a place where history, art, and community converge.

	Spotify Camp Nou:


Spotify Camp Nou, the iconic home of FC Barcelona, is more than just a stadium; it's a living monument to football history and Catalan pride. It is approximately 5.3 km from the Gran Teatre del Liceu and can be reached by bus number N-14. With a capacity exceeding 99,000, it stands as one of Europe's most significant football grounds, pulsating with the energy of passionate fans on match days. Beyond its sporting significance, Camp Nou offers visitors a glimpse into the club's rich heritage through its museum, showcasing trophies, memorabilia, and interactive exhibits. The stadium's imposing architecture and the electric atmosphere it generates have made it a pilgrimage site for football enthusiasts worldwide, solidifying its place as a legendary landmark in the heart of Barcelona.
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	Museu Nacional d'Art de Catalunya:


The Museu Nacional d'Art de Catalunya, also known as the National Museum of Art of Catalonia (MNAC), is a jewel in Barcelona's cultural crown, housed in the Palau Nacional atop Montjuïc Hill. It can be reached by Metro Line 3 or Bus Line D-20. It boasts an expansive collection of Catalan art spanning a millennium, from Romanesque murals to Modernista masterpieces. Highlights include the world-renowned Romanesque collection, Gothic altarpieces, and works by Gaudí, Casas, and other Catalan masters. Beyond paintings and sculptures, the museum showcases photography, posters, and numismatic collections, offering a comprehensive journey through Catalan artistic heritage.
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​Chapter 3: Zaragoza

[image: ]


Zaragoza, the capital of the Aragon region, is located in northeastern Spain, nestled in the Ebro River Valley. It is 311 km from Barcelona and can be reached by Bus or Train in about 1 hour and 30 minutes. This key location has shaped its development and character throughout history. The city is surrounded by a diverse landscape, with fertile plains stretching along the river and the foothills of the Pyrenees Mountains visible to the north. The Ebro River, Spain's largest river by volume, flows through the heart of Zaragoza, providing both a vital water source and a defining geographical feature. This unique setting contributes to Zaragoza's climate, which is continental, characterised by hot summers and cold winters.

Zaragoza boasts a rich and complex history, dating back over 2,000 years. Founded by the Romans as "Caesaraugusta," the city quickly became an important Roman centre. It later fell under Visigothic rule before becoming a significant Taifa (Islamic kingdom) during the Moorish period. Christian forces reconquered the city in the 12th century, making it the capital of the Kingdom of Aragon and playing a pivotal role in Spanish history. Zaragoza's historical legacy is evident in its impressive architecture, which features Roman ruins, Moorish influences, and stunning examples of Mudéjar architecture—a unique blend of Christian and Islamic styles.

Zaragoza is a rapidly growing tourist destination, attracting visitors with its history, cultural heritage, and vibrant culture. The city's landmarks, such as the magnificent Basílica de Nuestra Señora del Pilar, a significant pilgrimage site, and the Aljafería Palace, a stunning example of Islamic architecture, are major draws. The Expo 2008 site has been converted into a modern urban park, adding to the city's appeal. Zaragoza also boasts a vibrant cultural scene, featuring numerous festivals, museums, and a thriving culinary scene. Its location makes it a convenient base for exploring the wider Aragon region and the Spanish Pyrenees.

There are many attractions in Zaragoza, and I have created a Google My Map to show their positions as shown below:
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Zaragoza Map of Attractions

Link to Zaragoza My Map:

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1FclOjudeTHdmCCtrKcsN_qHOIZJ-A6s&usp=sharing

Zaragoza Transport:

Zaragoza can be accessed via the motorways from Madrid, Huesca, Teruel and Valencia, or the national highways from Barcelona, Bilbao and Pamplona. Zaragoza is also accessible by train, and Zaragoza Delicias Intermodal Station is located within the city. The Zaragoza airport is approximately 10 km from the city and serves as an International Airport, connecting European and Spanish cities such as Madrid, Palma de Mallorca, Tenerife, Málaga, and Sevilla.

Bus:

Zaragoza Tourism offers both the urban Avanza bus service and hop-on-hop-off tourist bus services. One can have the details of bus lines, tickets and schedules from the following link:

https://www.zaragoza.es/sede/portal/movilidad/transporte/

Other Transport:

One can use the Zaragoza Tram, Taxis and car rentals.

Accommodation:

I prefer the following websites for booking accommodation online:

	www.booking.com

	www.airbnb.com


Names of a few budget hotels/hostels (priced less than INR 6000) in Zaragoza, searched on Google Maps, are given below:

	Albergue de Zaragoza Hostel, C. de los Predicadores, 70, Casco Antiguo, 50003 Zaragoza, España

	Pensión Corona, C. de la Corona de Aragón, 10, 1D, 50009 Zaragoza, España: https://www.hotelesfinder.com/pension-corona-zaragoza/

	VTZ The Botanic Hostel, C. de Basilio Boggiero, 78, Casco Antiguo, 50003 Zaragoza, España: http://www.thebotanichostel.com/

	Hotel Exe Boston, Avenida de las Torres, 28, Casco Antiguo, 50008 Zaragoza, España: https://www.eurostarshotels.com/

	U Hotel Villa Gomá, C. del Padre Arrupe, 1, 50009 Zaragoza, España: https://www.hotelvillagoma.es/

	Exe Plaza Delicias, C. de los Fayos, 11, Delicias, 50017 Zaragoza, España: https://www.eurostarshotels.com/

	Hostal El Carmen, P.º de María Agustín, 13, 50004 Zaragoza, España: http://hostal-el-carmen.com.es/


Budget Restaurants providing food @Euro 1-10 per head (searched on Google map):

	Doña Tapa, C. del Coso, 56, Casco Antiguo, 50001 Zaragoza, España

	Restaurante Los Helechos, C. de la Corona de Aragón, 21, 50009 Zaragoza, España

	Restaurante Chino Wuming, España, C. de Tarragona, ES Zaragoza zaragoza 36-38

	Los Porches de Valdespartera, P.º los Olvidados, 45, 50019 Zaragoza, España

	Bo Wok,Pl. de Ntra. Sra. del Carmen, 5, Casco Antiguo, 50004 Zaragoza, España

	Marrakech – Restaurante, C. de Ramón Campoamor, 8-10, Delicias, 50010 Zaragoza, España

	Idolan Restaurante, C. de Mayoral, 23, Casco Antiguo, 50003 Zaragoza, España

	Taco Bell, Tr.ª de los Jardines Reales, 7, 50021 Zaragoza, España

	MEGA DÖNER KEBAB 3.0, C. Andrés Giménez Soler, 3, 50009 Zaragoza, España

	Suculento, C. Belle Epoque, 25, 50019 Zaragoza, España

	Conrad's Fried Chicken, Av. de Madrid, 150, Delicias, 50017 Zaragoza, España


Supermarkets:

1. PrimaPrix Zaragoza San Martín de Cillas, C. Monasterio San Martín de Cillas, 17, 50013 Zaragoza, España: https://primaprix.eu/es/

2. Supermercados Dia, C. de Sta. Joaquina de Vedruna, 12, 50008 Zaragoza, España: http://www.dia.es/compra-online/

3. Supermercados Dia, C. de la Torre Nueva, 2, Casco Antiguo, 50003 Zaragoza, España: http://www.dia.es/compra-online/

4. Carrefour, C. de María Zambrano, 71, 50018 Zaragoza, España: https://www.carrefour.es/tiendas-carrefour/hipermercados/carrefour/actur_zaragoza.aspx

5. PrimaPrix Zaragoza San Miguel, C. de S. Miguel, 16, Casco Antiguo, 50001 Zaragoza, España: https://primaprix.eu/es/

6. Mercadona, Av. de la Almozara, 69, 50003 Zaragoza, España: http://mercadona.es/

Main attractions to be visited:

1. Basílica of Santa Engracia Church:

The Basílica of Santa Engracia, a striking architectural landmark in Zaragoza, Spain, embodies a rich tapestry of historical and artistic influences. Originally a Paleochristian necropolis, it later became a Visigothic monastery before being transformed into its current Renaissance form. Its ornate façade, featuring intricate carvings and sculptures, reflects the grandeur of the period, while its interior houses a captivating blend of artistic styles. The basilica's significance extends beyond its architectural beauty, as it holds relics of Santa Engracia and other martyrs, making it a site of both religious pilgrimage and historical interest.

2. IAACC Pablo Serrano:

The IAACC Pablo Serrano in Zaragoza is a museum of modern and contemporary art, named after the renowned Aragonese sculptor Pablo Serrano. It is about 800 metres from the Basílica of Santa Engracia and can be reached on foot. Also, one can take bus number 51 to reach this place from the Basilica.  Housing a significant collection of Serrano's sculptures, drawings, and engravings, the museum also features works by other prominent Spanish and international artists. Its striking architecture, a blend of a restored industrial building and modern additions, provides a unique backdrop for the art it contains. The IAACC Pablo Serrano serves as a vital cultural centre in Zaragoza, promoting contemporary art through its exhibitions, educational programs, and various cultural activities.

3. Aljafería Palace:

The Aljafería Palace, a magnificent testament to Zaragoza's rich history, stands as a unique example of Islamic architecture in northern Spain. It is about 1 km from IAACC and can be reached by Bus numbers 33, 21, 32, and 52. Initially built in the 11th century as a residence for the Banu Hud dynasty, it later became a royal palace for the Christian kings of Aragon after the Reconquista. This architectural gem seamlessly blends Islamic and Mudéjar styles, featuring intricately decorated courtyards, stunning arches, and beautifully crafted ceilings. Its transformation through the centuries, from a Muslim fortress to a Christian royal palace, makes it a captivating historical landmark, offering a glimpse into the diverse cultural influences that shaped Zaragoza.

4. Calle de San Miguel:

Calle de San Miguel in Zaragoza is a vibrant and bustling thoroughfare, a central artery of the city's commercial and social life. This location is approximately 1.8 km from the Aljafería Palace and can be accessed by taking Bus numbers 32 or 51. This pedestrian-friendly street is known for its lively atmosphere, lined with a diverse array of shops, boutiques, and cafes. It's a well-known destination for both locals and tourists. The street's location within the city's historic centre places it within easy reach of other significant landmarks, making it a key part of any visit to Zaragoza. Beyond its commercial appeal, Calle de San Miguel also offers a glimpse into the city's everyday life, providing a place for casual strolls and social gatherings.

5. Parish Church of San Pablo:

The Parish Church of San Pablo in Zaragoza remains a remarkable example of the city's rich Mudéjar heritage. The church is about 1 km from Calle de San Miguel and can be reached by Tram. This architectural gem, designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site, seamlessly blends Gothic and Islamic artistic influences, resulting in a visually stunning structure. Its brick exterior, adorned with intricate geometric patterns and delicate ceramic inlays, hints at the artistic fusion within. Inside, the church boasts a beautifully preserved Mudéjar ceiling, alongside Gothic altarpieces and decorative elements. The bell tower, a slender brick structure with intricate detailing, further emphasises the unique architectural style that distinguishes San Pablo, making it a must-see for visitors exploring Zaragoza's historical treasures.

6. Cathedral of the Saviour of Zaragoza:

The Cathedral of the Saviour of Zaragoza, also known as La Seo, stands as a magnificent testament to the city's rich and layered history. It is about 1 km from the Parish Church and can be reached by Bus number 29. This architectural building, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, presents a captivating blend of Romanesque, Gothic, Mudéjar, and Baroque styles, reflecting the diverse cultural influences that have shaped Zaragoza over the centuries. Its intricate Mudéjar details, particularly the stunning tilework and ornate ceilings, are a highlight, while the grand Gothic nave and the Baroque altarpiece contribute to its overall splendour. La Seo's imposing bell tower dominates the city skyline, and its interior houses a wealth of artistic treasures, making it a must-see for visitors exploring Zaragoza's historical and cultural heritage.

7. Museo del Foro de Caesaraugusta:

The Museo del Foro de Caesaraugusta in Zaragoza provides an intricate glimpse into the city's Roman past. It is just 60 metres from the Cathedral and can be walked down. Located beneath the Plaza del Pilar, the museum preserves the remains of the ancient Roman forum, the heart of Caesaraugusta, as Zaragoza was known in Roman times. Visitors can explore excavated streets, shops, and public buildings. Interactive displays and artefacts, including pottery, tools, and architectural fragments, bring the history to life, providing a tangible connection to the city's origins. The museum serves as a vital archaeological site and a testament to Zaragoza's enduring historical significance.

––––––––
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8. Sala de Exposiciones La Lonja:

The Sala de Exposiciones La Lonja, located in the heart of Zaragoza, Spain, is a significant cultural landmark. It is just 50 metres from the Museo del Foro and can be reached on foot. Housed within the historic La Lonja building, a stunning example of Renaissance architecture, the exhibition hall serves as a prominent space for showcasing a diverse range of artistic and cultural displays. The building itself, with its impressive architectural features, adds to the experience, creating a unique and captivating environment for visitors. The Sala de Exposiciones La Lonja plays a crucial role in Zaragoza's cultural scene, attracting both locals and tourists with its high-quality exhibitions and its historical significance.

9. Cathedral-Basilica of Our Lady of the Pillar:

The Cathedral-Basilica of Our Lady of the Pillar, a majestic architectural masterpiece, dominates the skyline of Zaragoza and holds immense significance both religious and cultural. This Cathedral is approximately 200 metres from the Sala de Exposiciones and can be easily accessed on foot. This Baroque Basilica, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, stands on the banks of the Ebro River and is a significant pilgrimage site, attracting millions of visitors annually. Its magnificent facade, adorned with beautiful sculptures and towers, leads to a breathtaking interior filled with stunning frescoes, altarpieces, and the venerated image of the Virgin Mary on a pillar, believed to have been placed there by Saint James. The basilica's rich history, artistic grandeur, and spiritual aura make it a must-see landmark in Zaragoza, representing a powerful symbol of faith and Catalan heritage.

10. Stone Bridge Zaragoza:

The Stone Bridge, also known as Puente de Piedra, spans the Ebro River in Zaragoza, serving as a historical symbol of the city's rich history. It is about 450 metres from the Basilica of Our Lady of the Pillar and can be reached on foot. This medieval bridge, initially constructed by the Romans and later rebuilt in the 15th century, offers breathtaking panoramic views of the Basílica de Nuestra Señora del Pilar and the city skyline. Its sturdy stone arches and robust structure stand as a testament to centuries of engineering. At the same time, its position along the river has made it a vital artery for both trade and pilgrimage. The bridge's historic charm and strategic location make it a beloved landmark, attracting visitors and locals alike to soak in Zaragoza's past and present.

11. Balcón de San Lázaro:

The Balcón de San Lázaro, in Zaragoza, offers a unique and captivating perspective of the city's iconic skyline. It is only 160 metres from the centre of the Stone Bridge. Situated on the opposite bank of the Ebro River, this viewpoint provides a panoramic vista of the majestic Basílica de Nuestra Señora del Pilar, its domes and towers silhouetted against the sky. The vista extends to encompass the historic centre, showcasing the city's architectural heritage, including the Aljafería Palace and the picturesque bridges spanning the river. It's a most sought-after spot for photographers and visitors seeking a memorable view of Zaragoza's beauty, especially at sunset when the city is coloured in golden light.

12. Puente del Tercer Milenio:

The Puente del Tercer Milenio, or Third Millennium Bridge, is a striking modern landmark in Zaragoza, Spain, spanning the Ebro River. It is about 3.5 km from the Balcon de San Lazaro and can be reached by Bus number C-14 in 25 minutes. Constructed for the Expo 2008, this cable-stayed bridge is renowned for its sleek, contemporary design, featuring a single, soaring pylon that supports the roadway with a network of elegant cables. Its pedestrian walkways offer stunning panoramic views of the city skyline, the Ebro River, and the surrounding landscape. Beyond its aesthetic appeal, the bridge plays a crucial role in Zaragoza's transportation infrastructure, facilitating the flow of traffic and connecting key areas of the city.

13. Aquarium River of Zaragoza:

The Aquarium River of Zaragoza stands as a unique and captivating attraction, distinguishing itself as Europe's largest freshwater aquarium. It is about 650 metres from the Bridge and can be easily accessed on foot. Located within the city that hosted the 2008 Expo, it offers visitors an immersive journey through the world's major river ecosystems. Unlike typical aquariums focused on marine life, this facility showcases the diverse aquatic inhabitants of rivers such as the Nile, Mekong, Amazon, Murray-Darling, and the Ebridge, and can be easily approached on foot.  With meticulously designed tanks, it recreates the habitats of these vital waterways, housing a fascinating array of fish, mammals, reptiles, and amphibians. Beyond its impressive collection, the aquarium serves an educational purpose, raising awareness about the importance of freshwater conservation.
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​Chapter 4: Donostia-San Sebastian
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Our third destination, Donostia-San Sebastian, is 264 km from Zaragoza and can be reached by both train and bus. They take approximately 4 hours and 15 minutes and 3 hours and 10 minutes, respectively. Donostia-San Sebastian enjoys a privileged location on the Bay of La Concha, along the Atlantic coast in the Basque Country of northern Spain. Its stunning natural setting is defined by a crescent-shaped beach framed by verdant hills, most notably Monte Urgull and Monte Igueldo. The city's topography blends urban development with natural beauty, where elegant architecture meets the rugged coastline. The Urumea River flows through the town, adding to its picturesque charm. 

Donostia-San Sebastian's history is deeply intertwined with Basque culture and Spanish heritage. Originally a small fishing settlement, it gained importance in the Middle Ages. The city has experienced periods of conflict and rebuilding, including sieges and devastating fires. In the 19th century, it became a fashionable resort for the Spanish royal family and aristocracy, which significantly shaped its elegant character and architectural style. The city has also been a centre of Basque nationalism and culture, contributing to its distinct identity. This rich history is reflected in its landmarks, festivals, and traditions.

Donostia-San Sebastian is a renowned tourist destination, celebrated for its beauty, culture, and gastronomy. La Concha beach is a significant attraction which offers relaxation and water activities. The city's charming Old Town (Parte Vieja) is famous for its pintxos bars, where visitors can savour Basque culinary delights. The San Sebastian International Film Festival draws cinephiles from around the




















	www.booking.com

	www.airbnb.com



	PENSION SANTA CLARA SAN SEBASTIAN, San Lorenzo Kalea, 6-1, dcha, 20003 Donostia-San Sebastian, Gipuzkoa, Spain: https://www.pensionsantaclara.com/

	UBA Hostel, Camino de Uba, 43, Donostia-San Sebastián

	APARTAMENTO CENTRICO JUNTO ESTACION TREN Y AUTOBUS, Mandasko Dukearen Pasealekua 37 PRINCIPAL "C", Donostia-San Sebastián

	Camping Igara de San Sebastian, Camino de igara, 195, Donostia-San Sebastián

	Balea Hostel, Camino de la hípica 8, bajo Camino de la hípica 8, bajo, Donostia-San Sebastián

	Pensión Ametzagaña, Camino de Uba, 61, Donostia-San Sebastián



	Café Rolls, Andia Kalea, 4, 20004 Donostia, Gipuzkoa, Spain

	Antonio taberna, Bergara Kalea, 3, 20005 Donostia, Gipuzkoa, Spain

	Turkish kebab Factory, Hondarribia Kalea, 38, 20005 Donostia, Gipuzkoa, Spain

	Iturralde Kafetegia, Askatasunaren Hiribidea, 11, Bajo, 20004 Donostia, Gipuzkoa, Spain

	Café Con Leche, San Martin Kalea, 8, 20005 Donostia, Gipuzkoa, Spain

	Avenida XXI, Askatasunaren Hiribidea, 21, 20004 Donostia, Gipuzkoa, Spain

	Juantxo Taberna, Enbeltran Kalea, 6, BAJO, 20003 Donostia-San Sebastian, Gipuzkoa, Spain

	Kebab Turkia Donostia San Sebastian, San Martin Kalea, 39, 20005 Donostia, Gipuzkoa, Spain

	Ondartza, San Martin Kalea, 47, 20007 Donostia, Gipuzkoa, Spain

	Las Muns, Elkano Kalea, 1, 20004 Donostia, Gipuzkoa, Spain

	Matampé Açaí, San Martzial Kalea, 52, 20005 Donostia, Gipuzkoa, Spain

	TRIANGOLO, C. de San Jerónimo, n1, 20003 Donostia-San Sebastian, Gipuzkoa, Spain

	Sweet Roma, Sànchez Toca Kalea, 3, 20006 Donostia, Gipuzkoa, Spain



	super amara San Martín, Urbieta Kalea, 9, 20005 Donostia, Gipuzkoa, Spain: http://www.superamara.com/

	EROSKI, Alfonso VIII K., 6, 20005 Donostia, Gipuzkoa, Spain: http://www.eroski.es/

	Eroski City Gipuzkoa, Pl. Arroka, 2-3, 20006 Donostia-San Sebastian, Gipuzkoa, Spain: http://www.eroski.es/

	Carrefour Express, Urbieta Kalea, 44, 20011 Donostia, Gipuzkoa, Spain: https://www.carrefour.es/tiendas-carrefour/supermercados/carrefour-express/urbieta-s.aspx

	PrimaPrix San Sebastián Bergara, Bergara Kalea, 12, 20005 Donostia, Gipuzkoa, Spain: https://primaprix.eu/es/

	San Martin Merkatua, Urbieta Kalea, 9, 20006 Donostia, Gipuzkoa, Spain: https://www.sanmartinmerkatua.com/

	Lidl, Bretxa Pl., 2, 20003 Donostia-San Sebastian, Gipuzkoa, Spain: https://www.lidl.es/



	Old Town, San Sebastian:



	Donostia-San Sebastián City Hall:



	Gipuzkoa Plaza: 



	Victoria Eugenia Antzokia:



	Paseo de Francia:



	Maria Kristina Zubia:



	De Bilbao Plaza:



	Cathedral of the Good Shepherd of San Sebastian:



	Kontxa Pasealekua:
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