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    PLEASE NOTE:
The automatic conversion process from my computer to an online self-publishing platform such as this is never perfect and always contains flaws.  What I see of my original document on my desktop computer (and the way my document looks after converting) is always very different.  Therefore, this document will exhibit visual and spacing errors that I'm not able to correct due to how it converts (which is outside of my control).

      

    

All during September and October of 2016, I volunteered for the Trump campaign.  Admittedly, he was not my first choice for a candidate, but the alternative (at least 4, if not 8, years of crooked and corrupt Hillary Rodham Clinton) would be worse, so I endorsed Trump.  Also, I helped out in the office every Wednesday for 4 hours (from 2 – 6 p.m.).  My duties were simple: make outbound calls, greet guests, update lists, enter data, and sell t-shirts and other Trump paraphernalia.  I also took part in “Donuts & Doors” where we met as a team every Saturday from 2 – 5 p.m. for a quick snack of coffee and donuts before heading out to walk the neighborhood to talk to people face-to-face.  Each person had a partner so that no one knocked on doors alone.  Our discussion starters helped us to engage people in friendly conversation without being politically confrontational.  I was posting my thoughts online at the time as well.

The purpose of this piece is a compilation of my thoughts during the election cycle of 2016 between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump.  Also included herein are my thoughts of how the press and other politicians treated Trump during his first term.  I’ve never seen a president so embattled as Donald Trump.  Though it took a minute for me to look passed his oversized ego and bombastic personality, once I was on board the Trump Train, there was no getting off.  That man worked harder and accomplished more in just a single term in office than most presidents can do in two.  As the years went on – and the media attacks were relentless – I saw a man who truly loves this country, who simply wants to restore it to greatness, and who wants to make the American Dream attainable for average working-class Americans.  The more mud they slung at him, and the more viral the vitriol against him, the more resilient and resolved he had become.  No one has fought harder to serve as president than Donald J. Trump.

With the exception of a filtered image of me at the very end of this short piece, all images herein that introduce and accompany each entry were obtained and found in the public domain.
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Democratic Nominee: Hillary Clinton vs. Republican Nominee: Donald Trump

Monday, September 26, 2016, at Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York

We watched this debate.  To me, Hillary Clinton came prepared; she did her homework and showed up as her polished, political self.  Donald Trump, on the other hand, let himself get lost in her web; he couldn’t stop defending his own enormous ego, and more often than not, he came across as childish and immature.  Though Clinton appeared calculated, conceited, and seemed smug, it was evident that she is very smart and her understanding of all things policy is in-depth and thorough.  The Businessman painted broad strokes and offered little substantive detail; he fumbled, bumbled, and interrupted the Secretary quite a bit.  There were even a few exchanges between the two opponents throughout the 90-minute debate that embarrassed me to be a “Trumpette.”  But a Clinton presidency is equal to eight more years of Barack Obama, and if she gets elected, it’s like giving Obama two more terms.  I’m in no hurry to see a female president; as a conservative, I cannot align myself with the overly-liberal policies and practices of the Democratic Party which a Clinton presidency would only perpetuate.  That’s why I stand behind and support Mr. Trump as he works to secure the presidency of these United States.
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Republican Nominee: Mike Pence versus Democratic Nominee: Tim Kaine

Tuesday, October 04, 2016, at Longwood University in Farmville, Virginia

I watched this debate on PBS.  In my honest opinion, I have to say that Mr. Kaine sounded like a yapping puppy dog, the kind that keeps knapping at your heels.  He interrupted Pence countless times and acted like a big kid causing a fuss because he wasn’t getting his way.  Mr. Pence, on the other hand, kept his cool (and his composure), and he didn’t let Kaine get under his skin or rattle his cage.  I’ve come to firmly believe that along with the liberal media, even debate moderators are biased, because Elaine Quijano would stop Pence if he interrupted (which was only a handful of times) while she let Kaine dominate the debate.  She challenged Pence on his points but offered silent agreement when it came to Kaine.  It is my view that the Republican candidates have two opponents: the Democratic nominees and the debate moderators.  In the end, my take-away was that Clinton must have sent in her bulldog, Kaine, to the debate with a single command: “Go sic ‘em, boy!”
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Democratic Nominee: Hillary Clinton vs. Republican Nominee: Donald Trump

Sunday, October 09, 2016, at the Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri

I watched this debate twice.  The format and style this time was a town hall meeting with two moderators and a group of nearly forty citizen participants who are uncommitted and undecided voters.  In my view, both moderators were biased against Trump and it seemed he had three challengers in the debate as opposed to just one.  I listened to their answers intently: Hillary Clinton sounded substantive and came prepared, while Donald Trump seemed bullying and repetitive.  Some of the things he said (for example: “She has hate in her heart.”) were entirely inappropriate, but what struck me the most was their body language and how they handled the participants.  Donald Trump seemed to roam the debate stage (and at times it looked as if he loomed behind Clinton) or stood at his podium looking aloof and afar off, disconnected and disengaged.  Hillary Clinton, on the other hand, physically approached each participant and even referred to some of them by name.  Trump appeared to merely glance at the participants who asked him questions, and (more often than not) instead of providing a specific response, he used it as a springboard of sorts to launch into his own rant and rage against Clinton.  In direct contrast to this, Clinton maintained eye contact with each questioner and spoke to his or her particular concern.  It was clear that Donald Trump is not at his best when playing the politician, and he can even seem out of his element at times.  But if he works like a horse and as hard as he says he will to fulfill those campaign promises at the desk of the Oval Office, then I can forgive him his lack and deficiency behind a podium on the debate stage.
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