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      I have been a Bigfoot researcher in Minnesota since finishing high school in the late eighties. From early childhood, I was always naturally drawn to any and all paranormal, supernatural, or generally wild and weird subjects, which came to include cryptozoology and the study of “monsters,” with the big three being Loch Ness, Yeti, and Bigfoot. I doubt it ever would have become just a phase, but it was truly carved in stone with my own Bigfoot sighting while on a Sunday drive with my family at Strawberry Lake in a wooded area of Becker County, Minnesota, at age eight in the summer of 1976. It was fleeting—a ten-second glimpse of a large upright black creature perhaps 150 yards away standing beside a highway and then walking on two legs into the woods—but it made a powerful impact on me and ensured that wanting to learn more about such things and sharing them with the world would always be a part of my life. My parents and sister were also in the car, but I was the only one who saw it. Native Americans have told me I was the only one meant to see the creature at that moment and that it was invisible to everyone else. I don’t know what to say to that and can only relate it as I was told.

      During the late eighties and early nineties, I traveled extensively around Minnesota, becoming familiar with much more of my home state than I had ever been aware of in childhood, seeking out other Bigfoot witnesses and exploring wilderness areas for evidence, eager for another sighting. I grew up in a region of prairie, farms, fields, and pastures, without any real sense of just how much dense forest there is in the state. Now I know that the entire upper third of Minnesota is essentially one giant forest sporadically populated by small towns, and that the rest of the state has other wilderness areas here and there that are all excellent habitats for a huge, legendary, upright, manlike or apelike creature to dwell, if in fact such a thing actually exists.

      During that pre-internet period, I did everything I could to research the history of Bigfoot in the state, knowing the creatures had first become known in the Pacific Northwest but that they had also been seen throughout North America to varying degrees. There was only a tiny number of Minnesota reports in books at the time, and I found only a few references to people who had made this same effort before me to document Bigfoot in the state. At the time, I seemed to be the only Bigfoot guy in Minnesota, and in reaching out to other researchers in the country I became known as that. I also corresponded with people around the world who began to have an interest in what I thought about things. I can’t say I was famous, but I was known by a wide audience and proud of that.

      I have always been inclined toward writing, producing an endless series of stories and comics as a kid. Now, in adulthood, it seemed natural to write about Bigfoot. For several years, I produced a newsletter called The Sasquatch Report that had many subscribers, and I penned a few self-published books that I published through local print shops, as I lived in the Fargo, North Dakota-Moorhead, Minnesota metro area. That was a fun time, but it wound down as the years passed and I got older. As we all moved into the 21st century, things changed. I began to hear of other Bigfoot researchers in Minnesota, some just individuals and others forming organized groups. This was exciting and gave me energy to keep going. Though new people had started gaining the spotlight, and there was a feeling of passing the torch, I never let a year pass without getting out into the field to look for Bigfoot at least a few times. Sometimes, other researchers mentioned my work, which was a great honor. Over the years, my research expanded Minnesota’s few Bigfoot reports into a database of over 700, which I published in hopes of having an impact.

      And it did. In 2021, after having resigned myself to becoming a background character in the field of Minnesota Bigfoot research, I got an offer to have all my previously self-published books produced in professional versions and sold online, so I was now a legitimate, published author. This happened amid new and exciting Bigfoot activity in the state and a nationwide Bigfoot renaissance. Bigfoot documentaries were all over TV and the internet, with Animal Planet’s show, Finding Bigfoot front and center. That show filmed three episodes in Minnesota. Meanwhile, Remer, a small town in the Chippewa National Forest, started an annual festival called Remer Bigfoot Days based on the number of encounters in the area. Also, an annual Minnesota Bigfoot Conference began in Grand Rapids. I took part in all of this, and though fame was not something I had ever really cared about, my star did seem to shine again at least a little in this new era. People cared about what I had done, which gave me a great feeling of accomplishment and satisfaction.

      Now, there is a small number of groups in Minnesota as well as a few individuals involved in Bigfoot research, and I am among them. I present this book in order to showcase each of them, to interview and let them tell their own stories. Not everyone invited to respond to questions did so, but enough did that I am able to present a good picture of the state of Bigfoot research in Minnesota. I should also mention that, while good friendships exist between some of these people, not all of them agree or get along. There have been arguments and controversies within this field, but that’s hardly a new thing, as Bigfooters nationwide have a long history of discord despite having more in common than they have differences. This book will not cover that. In covering all the disparate groups and individuals, it will only present each on their own merits, showing their differences in their own words without judgement. As you will see, one major point of contention is whether Bigfoot is just a natural flesh and blood animal that is so elusive because of its high level of intelligence or some kind of paranormal entity.

      Finally, the last chapter is to update my previous book, Sasquatch Central: High Strangeness at a Minnesota Homestead, which came out in 2021. This is by far the most intense Bigfoot case I have been involved in and feels like a reward for all my years of searching. It has made me seriously debate with myself the argument over the creatures being natural or paranormal. It’s a rich and wild story, and I present it to all of you honestly and with the genuine observations of all the various people involved, which includes me.

      I love my home state. Minnesota is a land of bitterly cold, stormy winters and hot summers. For what it’s worth, it has produced celebrities such as Bob Dillon, Prince, and Jesse Ventura, as well as the Twins, who have won the World Series, and the Vikings, who just can’t seem to conquer the Superbowl. It is a major agricultural center with endless farms, fields, and pastures, and has two major metro areas in the shipping hub of Duluth on the Great Lakes and the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul, which, along with their suburbs, harbor over 3.5 million people. This is where there are huge expanses of forest, where deer, black bears, wolves, and even mountain lions (which officially are not supposed to be here) roam, and where the biggest concentration of bald eagles in the country soar through the skies. It contains the headwaters of the mighty Mississippi River, and in addition to its nickname of the “gopher state,” it is known as the Land of 10,000 Lakes. It is not a perfect place, but it is a beautiful one that I believe to be one of the best suited states east of the Rockies to harbor the legendary Bigfoot.

      As with most of the continent, there is a strong Native American presence in Minnesota that recognizes the existence of the creatures in their centuries-old folklore. The Ojibwa or Chippewa people, as well as the Sioux, have their venerated names for them: Cee ha tonka, Memegwicio, Gitche Sabe. These are powerful titles, all of which basically mean “big man of the wilderness.”

      I welcome you all to this book. I hope it is a fun ride.
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            MINNESOTA BIGFOOT RESEARCH TEAM

          

        

      

    

    
      One of the most visible and publicly known Bigfooting groups in Minnesota is the Minnesota Bigfoot Research Team, or MNBRT, led by Abe DelRio of the Twin Cities area and comprised of members from throughout other areas of the state. In his mid-forties, Abe is a charismatic character who has built an extensive public presence for his team. Their black and green logo is emblazoned on clothing and other items they sell; at the same time, they conduct extensive fieldwork throughout the state in search of Bigfoot and investigate reports that come their way. One area they have a particularly keen interest in is the one around the town of Remer in Cass County, within the Chippewa National Forest. This town bills itself as “the home of Bigfoot” and hosts an annual Bigfoot festival called Remer Bigfoot Days on the first weekend after the Fourth of July, where Abe and his team are always a fixture, interacting with the public and giving presentations about their exciting experiences. Since 2020, Abe has also been the organizer and head of the annual Minnesota Bigfoot Conference in Grand Rapids in Itasca County about thirty miles north of Remer, which draws celebrity speakers from the Bigfoot field and large crowds of Bigfoot enthusiasts.

      For me, it’s amusing that while I first heard of Abe from other researchers in Minnesota, I didn’t actually meet him until we were both attending the fiftieth anniversary celebration of the Patterson-Gimlin Bigfoot film in Willow Creek, California in October 2017. His ever-present MNBRT t-shirt stood out amid the crowd, and I thought that must be him, so I introduced myself, and we shared a laugh over how the two Minnesota guys had to travel half a nation away in order to finally meet each other. Three years later, when he was first starting to organize the Grand Rapids conference, he invited me to be a presenter in that first year, standing alongside nationally known Bigfooters like Cliff Barackman and Ron Morehead. That was a great honor.

      Abe responded to questions for this book over time, between fall 2023 and spring 2024:
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      MIKE QUAST: Can you describe how you first got interested in Bigfoot and how this eventually led to you forming the Minnesota Bigfoot Research Team?

      ABE DELRIO: I first got interested in Bigfoot by going to Como Zoo in St. Paul, because my parents would take me there as a young child. When my parents wanted to go to a different part of the zoo, I would throw a tantrum and not want to go because I was so fascinated and awestruck by the gorillas and how they looked so humanlike. That started all of this for me. Then, growing up and hearing about the occasional Bigfoot sighting coming across the news. The radios and the newspapers added even more fuel to the fires. I remember going to public and school libraries looking for Bigfoot books and thumbing through the pages and seeing the Patterson-Gimlin film and just becoming awestruck with that creature and thinking, there is a gorilla out there that walks on two legs.

      It wasn’t until the late nineties when I really started paying more attention to the Bigfoot subject and reading everything that I could. That was on the internet at that time and coming to my own conclusions that there is something out there that people are still seeing, and thinking there’s something more to this. What are people seeing, not just in North America, but throughout the world, that is tall, hairy, muscular, big—that has big feet? I wanted to experience it. I wanted to see one and had some friends who were at least interested in the subject, so I established the Minnesota Bigfoot Research Team (MNBRT) in 2000 and started doing field research for myself with a couple of friends/team members.

      MQ: Your team is very visible to the public with your logo displayed on clothing and various other items. What role does this play in your research?

      AD: The Minnesota Bigfoot Research Team and Minnesota Bigfoot Conference logos are a form of identification, and we hope others recognize the logos. I mean, everybody knows McDonald’s golden arches. I hope our logos will be recognized like McDonald’s, not for food obviously, but because of our research. A research team that has great credibility. A team that has logged many hours in the woods, researching four seasons out of the year and has experienced many things from class A and class B encounters. We hope our logo is a logo that people seek out in hopes of relaying their stories, because they can trust our team and that we won’t be making fun of them, and that we’ll keep their encounter confidential if they so please.

      MQ: Where have you found what you would call the best Bigfoot hotspots?

      AD: The best Bigfoot hotspots, I would say, are in northern Minnesota. I know that’s really vague, but as far as getting down to a pinpoint location, and due to ongoing research in areas, we like to keep a lot of this confidential and strictly within the team. But around the Remer, Minnesota area would be a good place to look.

      MQ: Are there certain techniques you use in interviewing witnesses and in conducting fieldwork?

      AD: In interviewing someone that had a sighting, it is highly important for them to be listened to, and for them to relay everything that they can remember. As a researcher/investigator, I realize that sometimes there may be some exaggeration or even lying, as somebody is trying to pull something over our eyes, so when I am interviewing a witness, I give them the opportunity to share all that they can, and while they are relaying their encounter, I am watching how their body reacts and how their eyes move and their mannerisms to see if there is any possible way that they are lying or fabricating it. For example, if the sighting of the Bigfoot really excited them or scared them, their body is going to react to the moment of the sighting, where their hair may stand up on their arms or the back of their neck, and goosebumps may be visible on their arms as well. Their breathing may become a little faster, and their speech too; whereas, somebody that is fabricating or making it up might just stand there and relay what their story is without any bodily reactions. They may not make direct eye contact or very little of it. So when interviewing somebody, I like to watch them and see how they react when they are telling the alleged sighting or what took place, because that would be a huge determiner of the credibility of the witness.

      Another technique in interviewing a person who may have had a sighting is the questioning. Yes, I definitely want to help the witness in any way I can, but if you are not aware of how to question a witness, you may be helping them to fabricate by asking them leading questions. A leading question is a question that prompts or encourages the desired answer. For instance, if the witness is describing the Bigfoot’s head, for example, and describing the shape of the head but really doesn’t give it too much detail, and if a researcher were to say, “Was it pointed like a gorilla?” then your witness is more likely to say, “Yes, there was a point to the head much like a gorilla has.” But if you give the witness a couple of options as far as the shape of the head, for example, “Was the head more like a human head and rounded, or was the head of the creature more like a gorilla and kind of had a point or a conical head?” then in that tactic of questioning you are helping them from their own memory to bring out detail instead of pointing the witness.

      When it comes to techniques in the field, some think they know when you are there, and they might be right; however, when entering an area of research, I personally like to try to be quiet and very stealthy and have cell phones on vibrate instead of loud notifications and to try to walk as softly and quietly as possible. And I hope not to give up our location or make it known that we are in the woods if they already do not know. A lot of people like to wear camouflage. I don’t think that really makes a difference. And I say that because of how many hunters have had a bigfoot come right under their stand, or have had some kind of debris thrown at them in their blinds. So, I do not wear camouflage.

      As far as techniques, I think everybody knows by now about how great apes use wood on wood sounds for communication, and yes, we implement that when we are out researching and have had success by doing so. Another technique we use is vocalizations and have had success with that. In 2018, we were on a reservation in northern Minnesota, and a team member did what is known as the Ohio howl. We got coyotes responding, and then we got a return vocalization from where the coyotes were and then from a completely different location. Another Ohio howl was heard, and me and the team were in between these two creatures vocalizing, and that was a very amazing experience to have.

      In conducting field research, one of the most important things is to be very self-disciplined, especially if coming across a possible footprint impression or sounds. This is because natural phenomena, such as animal tracks or weather effects, can create elongated and wide impressions that may resemble alleged Bigfoot footprints, and when it comes to sounds or vocalizations, I would recommend researching the wildlife. You have animals around that are native and local, and see if you can find a database on some of the sounds that they make so you can familiarize yourself with them instead of possibly jumping to conclusions when you hear one out in the woods, doing research, and saying that must be a bigfoot.

      MQ: Can you recount some of your most memorable experiences in the search for Bigfoot?

      AD: My very first memorable experiences while doing Bigfoot field research right off the bat would have to be my very first encounter in 2001 in Ohio. Me and two team members went there for our very first Bigfoot expedition. We found ourselves in Coshocton County in an area called Wills Creek. There were scattered rain storms on this particular day, and the sun would peek through the clouds from time to time. The three of us were in the general store there, and we told the employees who we are and what we’re doing and where we were from. They asked us if we had been to Sasquatch Valley. It supposedly got its name in the seventies because of the activity that was going on then. Never hearing of it. They got a map out and showed us how to get there. We arrived, and an ex-team member and I got out while the other wasn’t feeling well and didn’t want to get out of the car. We parked the car facing the creek on the berm. We watch down the declining embankment, paralleling the creek, and we get to a distance of about fifty to seventy-five yards away from the vehicle, and right before we get to the heavier wooded area, we hear what sounded like a branch being broken or a tree being snapped. Was that sasquatch right in our tracks? And we listened. Then we heard loud movement that was undeniably bipedal footsteps walking on leaves and sticks. You could hear the debris crunching and cracking with every step that it took. We were very freaked out, and, of course, we were caught off guard, not expecting anything to happen. This was a very surreal moment. The ex-member was spooked and looked up at me, and I looked down at him, and his face was flush with color, pretty pale. We did not know at the time what was making its way towards us, but we decided to try to run back to the vehicle and ex-team member. And while attempting to run back to the vehicle, I had a Polaroid camera around my neck, and I stopped and flipped it open, focusing on the heavy footfalls and waiting for whatever was making them to make its appearance from the thickness of the woods. When I stopped and opened the Polaroid, the ex-team member who was in the vehicle was now out of the vehicle. I’ve known him since high school, and he is my blood brother. He yelled, “Abe! What are you doing? It’s right behind you. Get going!” As he got my attention, I saw his face—eyes as wide as saucers and fear on his face—plus the sounds of the sticks and leaves getting louder. I closed the camera and started running back. Due to the heavy rain, the ground was very muddy, and the mud would accumulate on the bottom of my boot with every step. I had batteries in my pockets and no belt on, so in trying to make my way back to the car, my pants wanted to fall down, so I was running with a swinging camera around my neck holding my pants up high. Stepping through the mud, I was not too far behind the other guy, who was right by my side, and I believe we got to the car around the same time, and I don’t know if we jumped through the windows or opened the door. As we were making our way back, the other team member had the vehicle started, taking his eyes off the creature. Me being so freaked out, I position myself correctly in the vehicle and start asking him questions. He stated that it was about seven to seven and a half feet tall with reddish brown hair coloration and skin, on two legs, and was going from one tree to the next as it made its way closer to us. With him starting the car, obviously, he had to take his eyes off the creature, and after being in the car asking the questions, we calmed down a little but were still very amped up, our adrenaline flowing. With the windows being down, we noticed the eerie quietness of the woods. We got the heck out of there. As you read this, and if you are a field researcher, you are probably thinking that there could have been footprints, seeing that the conditions of the mud were prime for them. I’d have to agree with you, but being so scared and young at the time, we were not going back to look.

      As years go by and time has gone on, I have made a lot of friends in the Bigfoot community, and this brother in research did some research in this same area and talked with some of the local people who live in that area, and a few of them related to him that there’s at least two of the creatures—a big, black male and a female that’s around seven to seven and a half feet tall and reddish brown.

      Since the very first incident in 2001, we had two other encounters where they walked towards us as well. One was during the daytime but never came close enough to where we could see it, but we definitely heard the bipedal footprints. And once, in 2009, we were researching in an area where we had had a rock thrown at us a few miles away. There were four of us this time, and we were walking on this dirt road. We spent about forty-five minutes on this dirt road doing vocalizations and wood knocking. We heard some stuff in the very far distance, but when we first pulled up, there was a dog that was barking and did not stop barking while we were on the road. We decided to turn around and head back towards the car, thinking nothing would happen because of this dog barking. While we were on our way, I asked an ex-team member to do a couple of wood knocks before we hop in the car and take off. So he did two wood knocks, and when he was done, we heard the heavy bipedal footsteps walking towards us from the woods on the dirt road. There were four of us at this time, and one of the ex-team member’s wife was so freaked out that she turned on a 3 million-candle power spotlight and tried to see what was coming out of the woods. When she did that, the creature stopped, and we could not see anything coming from the woods towards us. We were all very spooked and standing shoulder to shoulder really close, just kind of frozen, waiting to hear any kind of movement, but nothing happened. At this time, we did not have a thermal imaging camera, but if we did, we would have picked up a heat signature. We did not enter into the woods and thought it would be best to leave the area to give the creature its space and respect.

      Fast forward to 2018. This time, we are working with the town of Remer, Minnesota, and had been for a few years and still are. We go up and set up a table with some Bigfoot items and some merchandise. We also offer guided Bigfoot tours into the surrounding area where there has been Bigfoot activity, and this was probably the first year that we offered it, and we took two families of four out, and one of the families had to leave early, so that left us with the other family. We were out in the woods for about an hour and a half to two hours. When we do this, we equip the participants with parabolic dishes to help amplify sounds. And we try to elicit a response by doing vocalizations and wood knocks. In doing so, a nineteen-year-old woman was wearing the parabolic dish and was hearing what she described as grumbling or mumbling communication, but she could not distinguish what was being said, but it was a form of communication. This really touched her to the point where it brought tears to her eyes, because this is something that is not supposed to exist. And that happened to her, and still to this day, it gives me goosebumps relaying her story.

      Last year, July of 2023, again we took people out on a guided tour, and in this exact same area a participant and an ex-team member had a sighting of a darker creature. We are continuing to research this area because it has been very eventful.

      MQ: What is it that motivates you in your search for Bigfoot, and do you have an end goal in mind?

      AD: What motivates me in Bigfoot research is to hopefully help to protect, preserve, and conserve the species. I hope to get some kind of law established so they are protected and where they live will be protected and not be destroyed or deforested. And I hope they will be recognized. I believe we are talking about some kind of homo species. And I say that based on the evidence that are in the footprints that are found. If we take a look at those casts, all of those look very human in form and not formed like a great ape with a divergent big toe going off to the left or to the right like we homo sapiens have on our hands that we call thumbs. So, I am under the impression that they are along the homo genus. Some people say that they do not need protection, but I disagree for the simple fact that the government and the timber industry are causing a lot of destruction to their homes and the woods that they live in, not to mention that there have been reports of them being shot. We have no idea how many there are or their population here in the United States, and with all of the land that is being taken for development, I believe it is very important to protect—where they go and where they are and their travel routes. But first we have to get more evidence that they are real to bring to the public, and the only way to do that is to get good video evidence, and unfortunately, a body is going to be needed as well. Seeing that we are a no-kill team, we could only keep our fingers crossed that we will come across a dead specimen while we are out researching and can document what we come across and take a piece of that specimen to bring back to science. And even after they are recognized as a living and dangerous species, and all the laws have been passed, my hopes are to continue researching them, because that would just be the tip of the iceberg. After all of that is established, then we have to move on to things such as their culture and how they teach one another as a parent would teach their children, and how their way of living is. How they talk, their language, how they hunt, the meanings of the different number of wood knocks, their strengths. There is just much more that we could learn, like, do their bodies fight off cancers and illnesses? And if so, how? How fast can they run on two legs or on all fours? We have all these questions, but they will never get answers unless we get them protection and recognized as a species, and that is one of the things that adds fuel to my fire and also to the rest of the Minnesota Bigfoot Research Team.

      MQ: With all your experience, what is your opinion on whether Bigfoot is strictly a flesh and blood animal or if there might be some kind of paranormal element involved?

      AD: When it comes to Bigfoot being flesh and blood or it having some kind of paranormal element to it, I am on the strictly flesh and blood side of that. We have to take a look at all of the evidence out there that has already been brought to light as far as Bigfoot film, footprints and castings, fingerprints. We have to think with common sense, and scientifically. Let’s ask ourselves if there is another man or woman or primate species that has the ability to go through portals, or travel through different dimensions, or turn invisible. And because of what we do know of homo sapiens, or of great apes or any other primates, we can say no, that they cannot do that. And because a sasquatch can hide very well or be very fast and also be very quiet, it does not mean that they can disappear or go through a portal or travel through different dimensions. All of that stuff comes from humans assuming that they can and using it as a write-off to what they can’t understand or comprehend. As a researcher, I remain open-minded, because if I’m closed-minded, then I’m not conducting proper research. So I take all of that and put it on the back burner, so to speak. I think it is an injustice to the field of Bigfoot research when people are going out there and saying that they have these paranormal abilities when there is no factual evidence that they do. We already are laughed at and have a hard enough time trying to bring the subject to the public and having the public look at it as a reality, and then when some throw in that the sasquatch have the ability to go through dimensions or can turn invisible and can open a portal at will for escape or for faster travel, in my opinion, it is a huge setback and is one of the reasons why this subject is still laughed at.

      MQ: You’re always seen wearing a large cross, and you talk often of your strong Christian faith. What role does that faith play in your life in general and in your work in the Bigfoot field specifically?

      AD: I am a Christian, and Jesus Christ is my lord and savior. What does this have to do with Bigfoot research?—one might ask. But for me, because I know where I am going to go after this life is over, it really kind of gives me that sense of not being afraid while in the field doing research, because I know that I’m not alone. There have definitely been some very scary moments where I will say a silent prayer and feel peace while others feel that we need to get the heck out of there. My faith plays a huge role in my life. I try to be a humble man and to live by the golden rule, do unto others as you would have others do unto you. My faith has kept me very centered and balanced. No matter who you are, people are always going to talk about you or your research and judge you. But due to my faith, I take it all with a grain of salt. I do not sweat the small stuff, but instead, I move the team forward and let the talkers talk. Being a field researcher for 24 years, I have grown thick skin, and it no longer affects me as it once did. As it says in Exodus 14:14, “The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.”

      MQ: You started the first annual Minnesota Bigfoot Conference, now in its fourth year. How did that come about, and what do you think it’s done for Minnesota and for the Bigfoot subject?

      AD: I started the Minnesota Bigfoot Conference during the height of Covid-19, and it was held on August 8, 2020. I started it because I wanted the team to be able to give back to people in the Bigfoot community or locally here in Minnesota that may have an interest in Bigfoot. I myself have been to multiple conferences throughout the years and have made a lot of friends through attending them—friends that have become brothers and sisters in research, so to speak, have been on television, and some that have been researching for many, many years. The Minnesota Bigfoot Research Team wanted to get out the knowledge and the awareness that Bigfoot is here in Minnesota. We know that Minnesota has its fair share of Bigfoot sightings that have not been reported that some people have held on to throughout the years. Not only did we want to bring forth the awareness and education of Bigfoot, but we also want to be that safe platform along with Remer Bigfoot Festival for people to come to and share their sightings without being in fear of ridicule. The Minnesota Bigfoot Conference is all about education and awareness and being a platform for people to come and feel safe and to relay what they experienced, and I think we have done just that. Plus it also gives people a chance to see and meet Bigfoot researchers that have been on television or documentaries and get an opportunity to pick their brains and talk with them and even get a photo opportunity as well. This October 5, 2024, will be the fifth year of educating people, and we look forward to doing the Minnesota Bigfoot Conference for many years to come.

      Another reason for the conference being in 2020 was because it marked the twentieth year since I started the Minnesota Bigfoot Research Team and thought it would be good not only to get the education and awareness, but to also have a celebration for this mile marker and for those who have been giving us ongoing love and support for the past twenty years through our videos to actually have an opportunity to come hang out and talk with us as well and meet the members of the team.

      Besides getting the education and the awareness
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