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The Hermit

Alice shuffled the special deck and drew the top card. She turned and left the tarot reading room. She was on the stairs when her aunt led a client into the room. Alice kept walking up the stairs and into her room. She sat down at her desk as she heard the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse.

She set the Hermit card down and quickly found the corresponding cards from her decks. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She took her notes without worrying about the time or what she and her roommates needed to do that day.

She blinked when she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. The notebook was quite full of notes too. Alice set her pen down and stood up. She walked out of her room, down the stairs and into the kitchen. She waited.

The music ceased and Eliot entered the kitchen moments later. He set the table and waited for the card of the day. He smiled at Alice and she smiled back. Klio and Klia were making their rounds around the house. They stopped into the kitchen and looked at the elves. They left moments later to go to the greenhouse for their favorite perch.

Madeline asked, “What is the card of the day?” She didn’t look at the young elves.

Alice answered, “The Hermit.”

Madeline smiled over her cooking. “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is attempting to know oneself or a quest for personal truth. It can be inner strength, discretion to withdraw from a fight, infinite patience, caution, sluggishness, prudence, delay, waiting, standstill, sterility, frugality, duration, coldness, fear. It can even refer to a curmudgeon.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is indiscretion, jumping into action without forethought, bad advice, hesitation to the point of failure, babyish reaction, withdrawing from the world too much, cutting oneself off from others.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice grabbed drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down and ate together.

Eliot said, “Madeline, it’s been a while since you went into hermit mode.”

Madeline raised an eyebrow. “What are you talking about?”

Eliot smiled. “Sometimes you’d go off by yourself and you didn’t want to be bothered. I figured you were meditating and just wanted to be alone.”

Madeline sighed. “Yes, it has been a while since I did. Did it ever bother you when I did that, Eliot?”

He shook his head. “No. I knew you were quiet and strange. It never bothered me. It’s a good thing I’m quiet and I had plenty to do why you were by yourself.”

Madeline smiled. “I’m so glad you kept up with your studies when I was playing hermit. Your uncle said you tended to do that. He said you never needed much incentive if it was something you were interested in. And we all know how much you love plants.”

Alice smiled. “Well, Madeline, if you need to play hermit again, I won’t mind either. I have plenty to keep me busy and I know we all need some alone time.”

Madeline laughed. “Good. I just might do that later today.”

Eliot asked, “What about the tarot clients?”

Madeline blinked. “They’ll ask for Alice. It will be alright.” She finished eating and left the kitchen to deal with some clients.

Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen. Then they walked to the greenhouse where the orders were displayed clearly on the big screen. He turned on music and they got right to work. Clients came and went for their small orders.

They had the big orders done and the boxes sealed when the delivery person arrive to take them with a smile.

Alice and Eliot continued to work on their back stock. When they were done, they cleaned up the greenhouse. More clients came and went and they continued to help them.

One client walked up, “Uh, I received a message from Madeline that she’s not doing any more tarot readings today, but that Alice would. Is that correct?”

Alice nodded. “I can give readings. My aunt might be sleeping right now.”

The client smiled. “Good. I know I’m not the only one who scheduled this afternoon.”

Alice led the way to the tarot reading room. She found a deck her aunt had left on the table. She shuffled it. “Do you have a question?”

The client sat down. “Yes, I find myself caught between two things and I’m wondering which way to go.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—2 of Pentacles, 3 of Pentacles and 10 of Wands. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see both choices appear equally balanced. In fact, you are handling both well. That’s a good thing. Then I see you as a part of a good and healthy team. All of this leads you to having what almost seems like too many burdens, but it’s all the hard work you’ve done. You have handled it all in such a good way.”

The client blinked. “Wow. I had no idea. So, it’s okay and I will succeed at both?”

Alice nodded. “Yes. You don’t have to sacrifice one for the other. You will be fine.”

The client smiled. “Thanks, I’ll be back.”

Alice led them out of the house and found another one ready for a reading. She led the next client into the tarot reading room. They sat down and she shuffled the cards.

The client said, “I was a bit worried when I got the message from Madeline, but then I remembered I did have a good reading from you too. So, I came.”

Alice smiled.

The client continued, “Well, I have done my best to manifest a situation for myself and not sure it will happen.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—the Magician, the Knight of Wands and the Empress. She blinked as she studied the cards. “Well, yes, I see you did manifest something for yourself. Sometimes those things don’t happen as soon as we want them to, but they do happen. Perhaps this is the part that is confusing you. I see a person who is strange and perhaps hard to understand, but they are giving you a message and the opportunity to be more creative. Your creativity is about to blossom.”

The client smiled. “That would be wonderful. So, someone I’m not sure of will let me know?”

Alice nodded.

“Well, that makes more sense. Okay, I’ll pay attention then. Thank you.”

Alice led them out of the house and found another tarot client waiting. She escorted them to the tarot reading room. They sat down and she shuffled the cards.

The client said, “I’m so glad that you, at least, are giving the readings now. I was surprised to get the message from Madeline.”

Alice said, “We didn’t get any warning today that she would do this. She does tend to take naps in the afternoon.”

The client nodded. “Oh, yes, she’s done that for years. That’s not surprising to me. I am relieved I can still get an answer to my question.” They took a deep breath. “It’s about my new partner. Is there something happening to them?”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—2 of Cups, Page of Pentacles and Knight of Pentacles. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I do see you just found this partner. Oh, I see something is happening to them. They are just maturing. They are growing up and behaving better.”

The client smiled. “I knew it was something. I just wasn’t sure what.”

Alice said, “Well, I do hope they are treating you well.”

The client blushed. “Well, even better than they were when we first met. I suppose there’s something good about growing up.”

Madeline sighed. She was alone in her room. She knew her niece and her fiancé would be able to handle everything while the elder elf went into hiding temporarily. She made herself comfortable and just focused on her breathing.

She reviewed the facts. One, she was dying. Two, the young elves would be alright without her. There was a little nest egg for them and any children they might have. Madeline smiled that those children could be feline or elf. Three, she had done her best to train them. Four, they had taken that training to heart and were quite independent of her now.

She sighed again. She still hadn’t told them she was dying and there was nothing anyone could do. Her body was nearly worn out and she had a life threatening disease on top of that. All that Madeline wanted to do now was to see if Alice and Eliot could do everything without the elder elf. It was just a test.

Madeline blinked. She didn’t know if they would pass or how well they would do. At least many people were expecting her to completely retire sooner or later. She smiled. She knew she would probably die while she was working. It was just her way. She started working early and was still working long past the time her own sister would have.

Madeline smiled as she knew Alice and Eliot were handing things without much trouble. The clients were the ones who were a bit confused and unsure of what would happen. The elder elf kept her eyes closed and her smile got bigger seeing Alice and Eliot handling things better than Madeline ever thought they could.

She was glad she had asked both of them to come live and work with her.
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