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Introduction to Call Ducks 
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Call Ducks are the pint-sized stars of the waterfowl world, captivating hearts with their tiny stature, vibrant personalities, and unmistakable high-pitched quacks. As the smallest domesticated duck breed, weighing just 450–700 grams, they pack an impressive amount of charm into a compact package. Whether you’re a backyard poultry enthusiast, a family looking for a unique pet, or an exhibitor aiming for show-ring success, Call Ducks offer something for everyone. This book is your comprehensive guide to raising these delightful birds, covering their history, behavior, diet, care, housing, and more, ensuring you have the knowledge to help them thrive. 

What makes Call Ducks so special? Their appeal lies in their blend of practicality and personality. Their small size makes them ideal for small gardens or urban settings, where larger poultry might be impractical. Their friendly, social nature allows them to bond with humans, making them excellent companions for adults and children alike. Add to that their stunning array of colors—White, Gray, Buff, Blue Fawn, Pastel, and more—and it’s easy to see why they’re a favorite for ornamental purposes and poultry shows. Unlike larger ducks, Call Ducks require less space and food, yet they deliver endless entertainment with their playful antics and vocal chatter. 

This guide is designed for both beginners and seasoned keepers. If you’re new to ducks, you’ll find clear, practical advice to start your journey with confidence. If you’re an experienced keeper, you’ll discover tips to refine your care practices, from optimizing diets to preparing for exhibitions. Each chapter dives into a key aspect of Call Duck ownership, grounded in research and real-world insights from poultry experts and enthusiasts. You’ll learn how to create a safe, comfortable habitat, meet their nutritional needs, recognize health issues early, and even navigate the joys of breeding or showing these charming birds. 

Why Choose Call Ducks? 

	Compact Size: Perfect for small spaces, requiring less room than larger duck breeds.

	Friendly Personality: Social and easy to tame, they form strong bonds with their keepers.

	Visual Appeal: Available in a range of vibrant colors, they’re a beautiful addition to any flock.

	Versatility: Ideal as pets, show birds, or for small-scale egg production.

	Entertainment Value: Their lively behavior and distinctive calls bring joy and liveliness to any homestead.


By the end of this book, you’ll be equipped with everything you need to raise healthy, happy Call Ducks. From understanding their fascinating history as decoy ducks to mastering the art of housing and care, you’ll gain the confidence to provide a nurturing environment. Whether you’re drawn to their cuteness, their show potential, or their quirky vocalizations, Call Ducks are sure to enrich your life. Let’s dive into the world of these feathered friends and discover how to give them the care they deserve! 
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History of Call Ducks 
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The Call Duck’s story is one of ingenuity, adaptation, and charm, tracing a journey from practical working bird to beloved pet and show star. These diminutive ducks, known for their loud, high-pitched quacks, have a rich history that spans continents and centuries. Understanding their origins not only deepens appreciation for the breed but also sheds light on their unique traits, from their vocal nature to their compact size. This chapter explores how Call Ducks evolved from wildfowl lures to treasured companions, highlighting their historical significance and modern-day appeal. 

The roots of the Call Duck likely stretch back to Asia, where small, vocal ducks may have been domesticated centuries ago. By the 17th century, the breed began to take shape in the Netherlands, where it was known as the “Coy” or “Decoy Duck.” Dutch hunters harnessed the ducks’ piercing calls to lure wild waterfowl into funnel traps, a practice that gave the breed its name. The loud quacks of female Call Ducks, in particular, mimicked the calls of wild Mallards, drawing them into range. This clever use of their vocalizations made Call Ducks invaluable tools in waterfowl hunting, a role they played for centuries in Europe. 

In the mid-19th century, Call Ducks arrived in Great Britain, where selective breeding refined their characteristics. By 1865, the breed was officially standardized, making it one of the earliest waterfowl breeds to receive such recognition. British breeders focused on enhancing their small size, short bills, and compact bodies, transforming them from functional decoys to ornamental birds prized for their beauty. The breed’s popularity soared as poultry shows gained traction, with Call Ducks becoming a favorite for their striking colors and petite stature. 

Across the Atlantic, Call Ducks made their mark in the United States by the 1870s, earning a place in the American Poultry Association’s (APA) Standard of Perfection in 1874. Their show-ring success was immediate, with Call Ducks winning championships and captivating audiences with their charm. Descended from the wild Mallard, their selective breeding resulted in a smaller, more refined bird, distinct from their larger ancestors. This transformation cemented their status as an ornamental breed, though their vocal legacy remained a hallmark. 

Today, Call Ducks are celebrated worldwide, not just for their historical role but for their cultural impact. In China, Call Duck-themed cafés have emerged, showcasing their appeal as adorable, photogenic pets. From their origins as hunters’ allies to their modern roles as backyard companions and show stars, Call Ducks have left an indelible mark on poultry history. 

Key Historical Milestones: 

	17th Century, Netherlands: Call Ducks, known as Coy Ducks, are used as decoys to lure wild waterfowl.

	1865, Great Britain: The breed is standardized, emphasizing small size and ornamental traits.

	1874, United States: Call Ducks are recognized by the APA, gaining popularity in poultry shows.

	Modern Day: Call Ducks thrive as pets, show birds, and cultural icons, with global popularity.


The history of Call Ducks is a testament to their versatility and enduring appeal. Once valued for their voices in the marshes, they now win hearts with their beauty and personality. As you embark on your journey with these delightful ducks, their storied past adds a layer of fascination to their care, reminding us how far these tiny birds have come. 
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Behavior and Personality 
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Call Ducks may be small, but their personalities are anything but. These lively, curious, and highly social birds bring a spark of joy to any homestead with their playful antics and distinctive vocalizations. Understanding their behavior is key to building a strong bond and ensuring their well-being. This chapter delves into the temperament, social habits, and communication style of Call Ducks, offering insights and tips to help you connect with these charming creatures and create an environment where they thrive. 

Call Ducks are renowned for their friendly and outgoing nature. Unlike some poultry that may be aloof or skittish, Call Ducks are quick to warm up to their keepers, especially with regular, gentle handling. They thrive in pairs or small groups, as their social instincts drive them to seek companionship—whether with other ducks or their human caretakers. A solitary Call Duck can become stressed or lonely, which may lead to health issues or behavioral changes, so always keep at least two ducks to ensure their happiness. 

One of the most defining traits of Call Ducks is their vocalization. Females, in particular, are famously chatty, producing a loud, high-pitched quack that can carry surprising distances for such a small bird. This vocal nature, a remnant of their historical role as decoy ducks, makes them one of the noisiest duck breeds. Males, by contrast, have a quieter, hoarse call that’s far less disruptive. While their quacks add character, they can be a consideration in urban or suburban settings, where neighbors may not appreciate the early morning serenades. 

Call Ducks are also highly active and curious, often seen exploring their surroundings, foraging for insects, or splashing enthusiastically in water. Their playful demeanor makes them a delight to watch, as they waddle with purpose or engage in spirited “zoomies” around their enclosure. They’re not typically aggressive, making them suitable for households with children or other poultry, though they may squabble mildly during feeding or mating season. Providing enrichment, like shallow pools or scattered treats, keeps their inquisitive minds engaged. 

Key Behavioral Traits: 

	Social Nature: Call Ducks crave interaction and do best in groups of two or more. They bond well with humans who handle them gently.

	Vocalizations: Females quack loudly and frequently, while males are quieter. Be mindful of noise in close-knit neighborhoods.

	Playfulness: They love water, foraging, and exploring, requiring space and stimulation to stay happy.

	Tameness: With consistent handling, they become trusting and may follow their keepers like loyal pets.


Tips for Interaction: 

	Handle Early and Often: Start handling ducklings gently from a young age to build trust. Hold them securely but softly, supporting their bodies to avoid stress.

	Provide Enrichment: Offer shallow tubs for splashing, scatter grains for foraging, or add safe toys like floating objects to spark their curiosity.

	Respect Their Space: While friendly, Call Ducks may startle if approached too quickly. Move slowly and speak softly to keep them calm.

	Monitor Group Dynamics: Watch for signs of bullying in flocks, especially during feeding, and ensure enough space and resources for all ducks.

	Consider Noise: If noise is a concern, house ducks away from property lines or use sound-dampening materials around their enclosure.


Call Ducks’ vibrant personalities make them more than just livestock—they’re companions with distinct quirks and charms. By understanding their social needs and vocal tendencies, you can foster a rewarding relationship with your flock. Whether they’re splashing in a kiddie pool or waddling to greet you, these tiny ducks are sure to bring endless entertainment and affection to your life. 
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