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7 of Swords

Alice walked into the tarot reading room and stopped at the shelf. She spread the cards from the special deck and then drew one. She blinked when she saw it was the 7 of Swords. She turned and walked out of the room out into the hallway. She walked upstairs and into her room. She sat down at her desk and searched for the corresponding cards from her decks.

She looked at the cards. She opened her notebook and picked up her pen. She saw a person carrying five swords and leaving two in the ground. They were acting sneaky to some extent, but she smiled thinking the person was just handling what they needed to deal with. She took her notes. She lost track of time while she was learning both upright and reverse meanings.

Madeline knocked on Alice’s open door.

“Hi, Madeline. I drew the 7 of Swords card.” Alice held up the card for her aunt to see.

“Oh, good. Did you see the books Eliot now has from his uncle?”

Alice nodded.

“Wow. I had no idea of all of them. I’m sure Eliot will be quite busy studying those in addition to his current work.”

Alice smiled. “I’m sure he’s quite happy to read and study them.”

Madeline smiled. “Oh, I came to let you know we have some clients today who are willing to give you a chance.”

“Okay.”

“So, go ahead and finish your studying for now and then we can get started later.”

“Actually, we can go over the card now.”

“Oh?”

“Yeah, the upright meaning has to do with confidence and perseverance. It’s about telling the truth and knowing what we can handle. It can also mean leaving behind negativity.”

Madeline nodded. “And what of the reverse meaning?”

“That means not being able to take on anything. It’s more in line with lying and betrayal. It can be running away. It’s definitely a sign of a bully. I know some see that in the upright meaning, but I see that as the reverse.”

Madeline smiled. “You are getting it. I know not all readers agree on what the cards mean exactly. Sometimes the differences have to do with how we see things and the decks too.”

Alice nodded. “Because the decks can vary with their artwork and whoever writes the books. The artists and the writers may not be the same person.”

“Exactly. So, it can be tricky, but having a good understanding the cards is a good start with the readings.”

“Okay, then if we don’t have any clients just yet, I’ll type up my notes.”

“Okay, that’s fine. The first one won’t be here for another hour yet.”

“Alright, I’ll be in the tarot reading room then.”

Madeline left and went back downstairs.

Madeline led the client into the tarot reading room. Alice was sitting in the reader position. The client sat opposite of her and Madeline sat down in the corner. She grabbed a deck and handed it to Alice.

Alice shuffled the cards letting the client think about their question.

The client said, “I just want a general reading today.”

Alice nodded and then drew three cards—9 of Pentacles, Queen of Swords and 6 of Pentacles. She studied the cards and looked not just at what she knew they meant, but also what her intuition was telling her too.

“Okay, so you have found yourself in a period of abundance and now you’re entering a stage of logic with clear thinking and clear communication. This is leading you to a time of balanced giving and receiving. You could very well be able to give to charity in significant ways.”

“Oh, yes. I have noticed that. I have finally reached the point that I have plenty for myself and my family. And I’ve been wondering if I could give to those less fortunate.”

Alice nodded. “Well, the cards are saying that you will be able to do so. You are clear in your mind about what you are capable of doing without hurting yourself or your family.”

“Thank you. I will definitely come to you after Madeline retires.”

Madeline showed the client out and then came back with the next one. Alice picked up the cards and shuffled as the next client was getting situated. Alice didn’t betray any recognition at this particular client who had a run in with Heath without realizing it.

The client smiled. “Well, now I do have a question. Now that I have gotten rid of that last person, I’d like to know if he will be coming back or will he accept that we have no future together.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—5 of Swords, 2 of Pentacles and 8 of Cups. Alice bit her lip as she studied the cards. “So, there was a fight between you two. He probably didn’t want to let you go and you insisted. Now, you have a multitude of choices before you. He is one of those choices, but you have plenty of other ones that you don’t need to focus on him anymore. And in the future, if he doesn’t leave you alone, and it appears he won’t, you will just walk away from him.

“Wow, you are good at this. I don’t know why I never heard of you before.”

Alice smiled. “I just read what I see.”

“Thank you.”

Madeline led the client out of the house. Then she came back to the tarot reading room. “Very good, Alice. You definitely have two clients after I’m retired. How do you feel about doing readings?”

“Better and more confident. I know I can do this sort of work.”

“Good. That’s what I was hoping for. I could see your talent and you seemed interested too.”

“Thanks for the vote of confidence. It does help to do practice readings. Otherwise, I don’t think I’d know for sure if I didn’t do some with feedback from others.”

“I know that. I had to learn by studying the cards and practicing with spreads. Ever watch examples of tarot readings?”

Alice nodded. “It’s quite fascinating even if the reading doesn’t resonate with me. Some tarot readers are quite entertaining.”

Madeline smiled. “Yes, it can be entertaining. Sometimes it just helps people figure out what they need to know and can strengthen their intuition. But it doesn’t matter if our clients see something else in the cards when we read.”

“They keep coming back for advice and they trust you.”

Madeline nodded. “Yes, trust is a part of tarot reading. Entertainment can be another part. It’s a gift to be able to tell a story by looking at the cards. We aren’t necessarily supposed to tell clients what they want to hear. We may have to tell them things which can be hard to accept.”

Alice blinked. “Right. Those clients could get angry if we tell them something they don’t want to hear. But there’s nothing we can do about that.”

“No, best to let them go and move on to someone else.” Madeline yawned. “I need a nap.”

“Okay, have a good rest. Does the music bother you when you take a nap?”

Madeline smiled. “No, I don’t really hear it when I close my bedroom door. So, Eliot can keep playing his music.”

Alice smiled. Madeline went to her room. Alice went to seek out Eliot. She found him in the garden. He looked up and smiled at her.

“Well, I take it today is going well for you.”

She nodded. “I did two readings today and both clients were happy with what I read from the cards.”

“Good. So, you’re getting the practice that you need.”

She nodded. “And I feel more confident about doing readings on my own.”

“Good. That will help out. So, just two clients so far?”

“Yes. I think it’s a good start. It’s better than none at all.”

“Certainly.” He stopped weeding and went to water the garden.

She watched. “How is your studying going?”

“Oh, it’s quite interesting. I had no idea of all my uncle did. I don’t think my parents knew either. They had more mundane jobs that they were quite happy with. And we didn’t live that close to him.”

“That would explain why you didn’t know what all he did.”

“Yeah, and I’m learning things which can help me with clients now.”

“Oh, even better.”

He nodded. “That’s what I was thinking. Oh, and we’re getting some orders for herbs from local stores.”

She smiled. “That’s great. So, is that more clients for you?”

He nodded. “Oh, a few more at any rate. At least the ones Madeline sells the herbs to count as well. She has warned them that she no longer makes the medicine. They seem to be okay with it so far.”

“Good. I hope they can handle the transition.”

“So do I. It’s not easy for any of us, but it’s necessary.” He finished watering and then checked his schedule. “Oh, I’m done for the day, except for meal chores.”

“Oh?”

“Yeah, let’s dance.”

They danced to the music they enjoyed while Madeline slept and dreamed away.
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