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Introduction

W

elcome!  You're about to take a life-changing journey!  Think I'm exaggerating?  You're considering adopting a dog, caring for him, loving him and then receiving unconditional love in return – that would be momentous in and of itself.

But you're considering adopting America's most loved breed of dogs, the Golden Retriever.  You're about to become one of the lucky parents to experience the thrill of this exciting, energetic and enthusiastic breed.

You'll never look at life in quite the same way again.  I promise you that!

If ever a breed of canine loved to please his human family, it is the Golden Retriever.  Because he has been bred for several centuries as a hunting dog, the Golden actually loves and craves the company of humans.

A friend of mine once described a Golden Retriever she saw in the park as "whiny."  Why?  Because this dog really didn't want to play with the other dogs in the park, but that doesn't make him whiny – it makes him a dog who would rather be with humans than dogs.  And that's what Lord Twee mouth had in mind when he created the breed in the 19th century.

Today, you'll find that more people than ever before appreciate this remarkably active and healthy dog.  

I should know.  I've not only been privileged to call several Golden Retrievers my own, but spend some time breeding them.  On top of that, I've spent additional time showing them at dog shows.  It's truly the life I wish for everyone – and especially you!
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Why Write a Book?

First, I love the Golden Retriever breed so much that I had to find a way to share this love with others.  I hope that in reading this you catch the zeal I have for these gentle animals.

I want to share my knowledge that I discovered while raising these wonderful companions.  You'll be a better parent that way.  In addition, you'll come to appreciate your family pet even more.  The more you know about how your dog thinks, reacts and plays, the closer the two of you will be to each other.  And that's a promise.

What's Inside This Book?

You'll find that I've written this book so if you know absolutely nothing about the breed in the beginning, you won't be intimidated.  

I've attempted to cover every aspect of dog ownership possible.  Perhaps the most important facet is deciding if the Golden Retriever is for you.  Before you choose the ideal name for your pet, decide which family member she'll be sleeping with, or even what toys you're about to buy her, you need to make one very important decision:  Is the Golden Retriever the dog for you?

Once you've decided on that, then I'll show you how to choose one among many.  You may think picking out your very own puppy is an easy process, but having been there – several times over, in fact – it never turns out to be easy.  So, I've provided you with some guidelines – and some clever "tests" so you can select your golden choice.

I've also written a little about what you can do to prepare your home for the new arrival before he actually steps foot through that door.  Oh yes.  Just like you wouldn't bring home a baby without giving his arrival some forethought and preparation, you shouldn't bring home a puppy without similar considerations.  You'll learn exactly what you need to make Goldie feel and act at home right from the start!
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Learning Right

From Wrong!

Your dog – just like your child – needs to grow up learning right from wrong.  Sometimes parents of pets don't understand that.  So, I've included a special chapter to help you cope with this often-rough time in your relationship.  Not only have I given you tips on housebreaking, I've included quick lessons that give the fundamentals of the three most important commands your dog (and you!) needs to know.

The last three chapters then emphasize the importance of daily loving care and health in your dog's life.  From grooming to eating habits to general health care, I've presented the necessities that every responsible Golden Retriever parent should know.  

Of course, as you travel on this journey and your relationship with your pal grows, you'll eventually find yourself digging deeper into other topics.  As well you should!  That's what makes you a caring, loving Golden Retriever owner.

So, what are you waiting for?  Let's see if you're one of the special dog lovers who is ready and willing to receive the unconditional love and special companionship of a Golden Receiver.

May your days be "tail wagging" ones!
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T

he Golden Retriever – or simply Golden to those who know and love him – is among America's most popular dog.  And with good reason: He is the personification of everything we have come to love and expect in a dog.  If you're at all doubting these words, then you've never truly loved a Golden Retriever (and you're in for a treat!).

Or more appropriately, you've never been loved by a member of the breed before.  And that's okay, because you're obviously considering taking one into your home now.  If you should decide that a Golden Retriever is the dog that best suits you and your family, you're in for a pleasant surprise.

This particular retriever has been called "happy-go-lucky," sometimes to a fault.  If you could describe any canine as an optimist, this would be the classic "my-dinner-bowl-is-half-full-with-kibbles, not-half-empty" dog mentality.

But before we even begin to talk in generalities about this wonderful breed, let's look at what the various kennel associations say about him – and how they describe him. You'd be surprised at some of the terms these organizations use.

First Things First . . .

The Golden Retriever Breed Standard

Whether you're looking for a show dog or just a loving companion, when you adopt a Golden Retriever, he's going to live up to certain breed standards set by the various kennel associations.  First, all dogs of this breed have a very similar general appearance.  

The Golden Retriever is an active and powerful dog.  His was bred for hunting purposes, which explains his ability to play fetch for hours on end, as well as his general agility.

If you're expecting a large discrepancy in size from a male of the breed to the female, you'll be disappointed.  Male Goldens are normally 23 to 24 inches in height, measured at the withers.  

Females average 21½ to 22½ inches.  If you're searching for a show dog, keep in mind that an inch off the standard either way will be proportionately penalized.  More than an inch off the standard means disqualification.

The length of the breed from the breastbone to the point of the buttocks should be slightly greater than the height.  The exact ratio, in fact, should be 12:11.  Weight for male dogs should be no less than 65 pounds and no more than 75.  For female dogs, the range runs from 55 to 65 pounds.

Let's Look at the Head

The skull of a Golden Retriever is broad and arched without a prominent forehead.  His foreface is deep and wide and almost as long as his skull.  His muzzle is straight when viewed in profile.  It blends smoothly and strongly into the skull, and appears slightly deeper and wider at the stop than the tip.

The eyes of the breed can only be called "friendly" even by show standards.  Additionally, there's an intelligence about them.  The eyes are medium in size with dark, close-fitting rims and are rather deep set.

A Golden Retriever's ears are short with a front edge attached well behind and above the eye.  The ears fall close to the cheek.  When they're pulled forward, the tip of the ear just covers the eye.

The nose is either black or brownish black, but it fades to a lighter shade in cold weather.  The teeth of this breed has what's known as a scissors bite.  This is where the outer side of the lower incisors touches the inner side of the upper incisors.
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Neck and Body

Your Golden Retriever's neck is medium long and merges gradually into the back shoulder.  This gives your dog a sturdy muscular appearance.  The backline of your dog is strong and level with the withers and has a slightly sloping croup (the highest point of the rear end), noticeable whether the dog is standing or moving about.  

The Golden's well-balanced body is short through the chest. The chest is about the size of a grown man's closed fist.  The ribs are long and well sprung and extend well toward his hindquarters.

The tail of this wonderful dog is well set and thick and muscular at the base, following the natural line of the croup.  The American Kennel Club describes the tail as being "carried with merry action."

The forequarters of this dog are muscular, well-coordinated with his hindquarters and quite capable of free movement.  Additionally, his long shoulder blades are well laid back coming rather close together at the withers.  The “upper arms” as the Club describes them, appear to be similar in length to the blades; the "elbows" set back beneath the upper tip of the blades close to the rib.

Viewed from the front, the legs are straight.  The feet, in addition are medium sized, round, compact and "well-knuckled" with thick pads.  The hindquarters of this dog are every bit as muscular as any other part of him.  The hind legs, too, are straight.

The Golden's Coat

Dense.  Water repellent.  Good undercoat.  Exactly what you would expect of a dog bred for hunting.  The outer coat, by the way, is firm and resilient.  You won't find it silky, though.  There's some characteristic feathering of the coat on the back of the dog's forelegs as well as his underbody, but the feathering is even more noticeable on the front of his neck, the back of his thighs and on the underside of his tail.

The distinctive color of this magnificent animal is a "rich, lustrous golden" of different shades, as noted on the Club's website.  You'll find few white marks on this breed, with the possible exception of a few chest hairs.

The Golden Trot:  Poetry in Action

Have you ever seen a Golden trot?  It's a smooth and powerful well-coordinated movement as this dog’s speed increases, his feet converge toward the center line of balance.  It truly is a thing of beauty.

The Golden Companion

Looking for a devoted companion and friend?  One who is happy to see you no matter what, plays fetch for hours on end and curls up with his head on your lap in front of a toasty fireplace?  No fireplace?  That's okay with him, too. As long as he has you, he'll be happy.

The friendly, reliable, and trustworthy Golden is rarely quarrelsome, hostile, timid or even nervous, and is the ultimate people dog.  Oh sure, they'll jump at the chance to play with other dogs or roughhouse with a group of puppies, but their true contentment stems from spending time with people.

The Golden Retriever goes to great lengths to please his people friends.  As you might expect, these dogs possess a remarkable, seemingly infinite supply of energy – and enthusiasm – when playing with people.  From playing fetch to running in the park with humans, you'll never hear a whimper from the Golden Retriever that he's tired.  He won't stop until you do.

And when you do stop, he'll be close by, resting with his eyes closed.  He'll occasionally open one eye, spying on you: "Are you ready to play again, Dad?" he seems to be asking. "I'm ready any time you are, Dad ... just say the word!"

That really doesn't end this dog's astounding traits.  Patient and forgiving, the Golden Retriever has been likened to a saint (though I personally have never heard of St. Rover!), and is the fiercest and most loyal companion you'll ever have.

And if that's not enough, this particular breed is also very easy to train because of his desire to make you happy.  That explains the large numbers of Golden Retriever service dogs.

The Natural-Born Swimmer 

Olympic swim champion Michael Phelps has nothing on the Golden Retriever when it comes to loving water.  Some Golden Retriever owners swear their dogs are "part dog, part seal" because of the canine's attraction to water.

These dogs seem to intuitively know where even the smallest puddle of rainwater is following a good Spring downpour.  Not only do they know its exact location, but they make a beeline right to it.

Is a Golden Right for You?

After that glowing description of the Golden Retriever, you may be asking yourself, "Why wouldn't this amazing breed be right for me?"  Do you have the time, energy, and desire to play with this dog?  Do you have the room for his boundless vibrancy – or plan to take him to the park – where he can expend his endless energy?

Think about this for a moment.  His energy level is high – and he can care less about what's on television.  He may want to play in the midst of your favorite program, but not only does he want to play, the younger Retrievers need the exercise.

These puppies and "teenage dogs" must exercise to keep their strong, developing muscles and bones healthy and functioning properly.

Golden Retrievers Shed: There's No Way Around It

It’s the truth.  The average Golden Retriever has a long, furry coat that’s constantly growing – and shedding.  That means you – the parent – are constantly dealing with it.  Are you up for that?

Not only must you deal with the collection of fur accumulating in all the corners of your house, but you'll have to groom him meticulously – or take him to a professional groomer.

Just a hint here though.  It's relatively easy to learn how to groom your own dog, especially one as obliging as the Golden Retriever.  We’ll cover grooming tips later in the book.

Don't forget in all this glamorization of the Retriever, that he is a big dog.  Before you run out to adopt that cute little puppy, remember that he'll grow to be about 70 pounds – some even weigh upwards of 100 pounds.  And while they are sizeable, Retrievers are puppies at heart – always has been and always will be.

Six Very Important Questions to Ask

Before You Commit to Adopting

As much as it may hurt some people to accept, a Golden Retriever is not the dog for every family.  Nor is it the dog for all single people.  This large and energetic breed is a very special creation that requires a very special breed of owner.

To learn whether you qualify, ask yourself the following questions (answer honestly!):

1.  Are you adopting a Golden Retriever because you plan to use him as a watchdog?

Answer yes and start looking for a different breed.  This particular dog is anything but a watchdog.  A pet legendary for its gentle, friendly ways, the Golden Retriever doesn't make a good watchdog.  Oh, sure, he'll be barking at the stranger at the front door, but notice that tail?  It's wagging at full speed
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