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“The Arc Between the Storms”
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A touch of sunlight, a hush in the rain,

A shimmer of colors arc gently again.

No brush has touched it, no hands drew its line,

Yet nature composes with purpose divine.

Each droplet a prism, each beam a song,

Where science and creation both belong.

Red to violet, a woven thread,

Across the sky where dreams are spread.

To Noah it came, a promise in light,

That peace would follow the longest fight.

To Christians, a bridge to the God above,

To some, a banner of Jesus’s love.

It rises from rain, yet speaks of grace,

A wonder born from a stormy place.

A fleeting sign, both bold and high—

The rainbow: A poem across the sky.

Rainbows are a natural phenomenon created by the refraction, dispersion, and reflection of sunlight in water droplets in the atmosphere. No one “made” the rainbow in a human sense—it is a product of physics and nature.

However, in religious contexts, some believe a deity created the rainbow. For example:

In the Bible (Genesis 9:13), God sets the rainbow in the sky as a sign of His covenant with Noah that He would never again flood the Earth. In Norse mythology, the rainbow is called Bifröst, a bridge connecting Earth to Asgard, the realm of the gods.

Scientific Explanation:

Rainbows occur when sunlight interacts with water droplets in the atmosphere. Here’s how it works:

Refraction: As sunlight enters a raindrop, it bends (refracts) because water is denser than air.

Dispersion: Inside the droplet, the light splits into its component colors—red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet—because different colors bend at slightly different angles.

Reflection: The light reflects off the inside surface of the droplet.

Refraction again: As it exits the droplet, it bends again.

All these steps cause the light to spread out into a circle of colors. We usually see a semi-circular arc, but from an airplane or mountaintop, you might see a full circle.

Biblical (Christianity & Judaism):

In Genesis 9:13, after the Great Flood, God says to Noah: “I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth.”

It symbolizes God’s promise and peace.

Norse Mythology:

The rainbow is Bifröst, the bridge between Earth (Midgard) and the gods’ realm (Asgard). It’s guarded by the god Heimdall.

Hinduism:

Rainbows are sometimes seen as bows of the god Indra, the god of thunder and rain.

Modern Symbolism:

The rainbow is often used as a symbol of hope, diversity, and inclusion (e.g., the LGBTQ+ pride flag).

It’s also linked to new beginnings and the idea that beauty can follow storms.

The King James Version (KJV) of the Bible references the rainbow in two distinct contexts: 

Genesis 9:12–17 – The Covenant Sign

In the aftermath of the Great Flood, God establishes a covenant with Noah and all living creatures:  “And God said: This is the sign of the covenant which I make between me and you, and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.”

—Genesis 9:12–13 (KJV) 

This passage indicates that the rainbow serves as a divine reminder of God’s promise never to destroy the earth with a flood again. 

Ezekiel 1:28 – Vision of Divine Glory

The prophet Ezekiel describes a vision of God’s glory, likening it to a rainbow:  “As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about.”

—Ezekiel 1:28 (KJV) 

This imagery emphasizes the radiant and awe-inspiring nature of God’s presence. 

Here are some related scriptures to the rainbow in the King James Version (KJV), either by symbolism (light, covenant, glory) or by direct thematic connection:

Revelation 4:3 – A Rainbow Around God’s Throne

“And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.”

This symbolizes divine glory, majesty, and mercy surrounding God’s presence.

Revelation 10:1 – Angel with a Rainbow

“And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head...”

The rainbow here suggests a continuation of God’s promise and presence in the midst of judgment.

Isaiah 54:9–10 – A Parallel to the Noahic Covenant

“For this is as the waters of Noah unto me... For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee...”

Though not mentioning the rainbow directly, it references God’s everlasting mercy and ties back to His covenant after the flood.

Psalm 89:34 – God’s Faithfulness to His Covenant

“My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.”

This affirms the enduring nature of God’s promises, like the one symbolized by the rainbow.
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The Rainbow Speaks
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When storm and clouds filled the skies,

And earth was drowned in tearful cries,

A single boat, by faith was steered,

While waters rose and all else disappeared.

But when the rain had spent its might,

And mountaintops emerged in light,

God spoke in grace, His voice so clear,

“No more shall flood bring dread or fear.”

He bowed the Heavens with radiant hue,

A covenant in red and blue,

With violet calm and golden gleam,

A bridge between the seen and unseen.

This arc of light, so gently cast,

A vow eternal from the past—

That mercy reigns though judgment came,

And love still bears the Holy Name.

So when the storms of life are near,

And hope is drowned beneath the fear,

Lift up your eyes—behold the skies—

The rainbow speaks: “God's promise shines.”
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What The Rainbow Means To Us Today
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Scripture: Genesis 9:12–16 (NIV)

“I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth...”

Today we turn our hearts to the sky—not to forecast the weather, but to remember a promise. A rainbow, so simple in form and yet so profound in meaning, was chosen by God as a divine signature—His covenant not just with Noah, but with all of creation. This is the rainbow of promise. Before the rainbow came the rain. Genesis tells us of a world overcome with wickedness, where violence filled the earth. God, in His justice, sent the flood—not as an act of wrath alone, but as a reset. But amid the deluge, there was also deliverance: Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.  We, too, live in a world touched by sin and storms. And yet, God’s heart is always toward rescue, not ruin. When the floodwaters receded and dry ground reappeared, God spoke to Noah—not with commands, but with covenant. He declared: “Never again.” And to make that promise visible, He set a bow in the sky. Now consider the symbol: a war bow hung in the clouds—its arrow not aimed at man, but pointed upward. A sign that God would bear the cost of peace.  The rainbow reminds us that God does not forget His promises. Even when we falter, He is faithful. His mercy always follows His justice. Every time we see a rainbow, God says, “I remember.” Not that He forgets, but that He wants us to remember. The rainbow is more than beauty—it’s a divine reminder: that mercy triumphs over judgment (James 2:13), and that we are covered by His covenant love.  What “storms” have you walked through? What floods have threatened your foundation? Lift your eyes to the rainbow. It’s God’s way of saying, “I see you. I haven’t forgotten you. My promise still stands.” In a world still weathered by storms, let us remember the bow in the clouds. It’s not just a beautiful sight—it’s a banner of hope. A declaration that even after the rain, God’s grace will shine through.

So when the clouds gather, look up—

Because the rainbow still speaks.

And what it says is this:

“God’s mercy endures. His promise is sure. And He is with you.’”
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The Rainbow of Heaven
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In the beginning, before time had a name, God shaped the heavens and the earth with His words. He called the darkness to depart, and light filled the expanse. Stars sparkled into being as God set the celestial bodies in motion. He painted the sky with soft blues and the oceans with rich greens. But within this creation, something more was hidden—something greater than the stars or the oceans. The rainbow, as yet unborn, lay in the Creator’s mind, awaiting its moment to shine. On the third day, when God created the vegetation, He formed the earth with an intricate pattern of colors—flowers, fruits, and trees—all radiating with divine beauty. Little did the creatures of the earth know, these colors, so naturally wondrous, would one day culminate in the most precious sign of divine covenant. The rainbow was waiting in the heart of creation, to be revealed in time, just as God had planned. As generations passed, the earth flourished, but something darker began to spread. The first humans, Adam and Eve, were led into sin by temptation, and the stain of disobedience spread like a sickness across the world. What had once been perfect and pure was now corrupted by human choices. Sin led to violence, deceit, and greed. The world that God had made in His image was no longer reflecting His glory. The Lord, who had given His creation the gift of free will, watched with sorrow. Humanity's choices had fractured the earth, and His heart ached. Yet, in the midst of the ruin, God found favor with one man—Noah. A righteous man, Noah walked with God, and when the Lord saw that the earth was full of corruption, He chose to preserve Noah, his family, and the animals in an ark. A storm was coming—a storm that would cleanse the earth of its wickedness. The day the floodwaters began to rise, there was no turning back. The heavens opened, and rain poured down for forty days and nights. The waters rose higher, swallowing the earth and every living thing. But Noah and his family were safe in the ark. They were not untouched by the storm, but they were protected by God’s grace. As Noah watched the storm rage, he knew God’s judgment was just. The earth had been marred by sin, but God’s mercy was just as great. He had promised Noah that his family would survive, and through them, life would begin again. When the storm ceased, Noah stepped onto the dry land, and God spoke. “I will never again destroy the earth with a flood,” He declared. With those words, God made a covenant, not just with Noah, but with all of creation. The rainbow, He promised, would be the sign of this covenant, a living reminder that His mercy would forever triumph over judgment. The rains continued to fall for forty days, and the great flood covered the earth. Mountains disappeared beneath the waves, and all life was swept away. Noah’s ark floated in the vast ocean, carried by the very waters that destroyed the world. It was a time of grief and loss, but also of waiting. For forty days, Noah and his family prayed and waited, trusting that God would be faithful. As the floodwaters began to recede, the ark rested on the mountains of Ararat. The dove that Noah sent out returned with an olive leaf, a sign that the earth was beginning to heal. With each passing day, the waters retreated, and the earth slowly revealed itself, washed clean. The rainbow, God's sign of renewal, was still hidden—awaiting its moment. As Noah and his family emerged from the ark, the world looked different. It had been cleansed by the flood, but it was also a place of fresh beginnings. God called Noah to step into this new world, and as he did, He spoke: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. I will never again destroy the earth with a flood.” God’s voice was not harsh but filled with tender compassion. To seal this promise, He looked toward the heavens and declared, “I have set My rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between Me and the earth.” A brilliant light spread across the sky as the rainbow appeared—a bridge between Heaven and earth, stretching from one end of the sky to the other, a glorious symbol of peace. For the first time, the rainbow was visible to the human eye, a reminder that God’s mercy and grace would forever cover the earth. The rainbow wasn’t just a natural occurrence; it was a divine sign—a testament to God’s unchanging faithfulness. The rainbow was a marvel. The colors—red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet—seemed to dance in the sky, painting the heavens with a palette that only God could create. The people of the earth, seeing this sign, were filled with awe. It was as though the very sky itself had been touched by the hand of God. God’s covenant was not just a promise for Noah and his family; it was for all creation. The rainbow appeared whenever the storms of life passed. Every time the clouds parted and sunlight shone through the mist, the rainbow stood as a reminder of God’s enduring love and mercy. People began to speak of it, to tell stories of how God had promised Noah that never again would the earth be destroyed in such a way. The rainbow was a sacred symbol, a promise that would never fade. As the years passed, the rainbow continued to appear after storms, but its meaning grew deeper for the people of God. They saw the rainbow not only as a symbol of God’s promise to Noah, but as a personal reminder of His faithfulness to them. Mothers told their children of Noah’s ark
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