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About midway through our work on this book, we had an unsettling experience. We made a “cold-call” visit at a nursery in an unfamiliar part of the state, hoping to pick up some practical hands-on information about the local native plants.

The owner of the nursery did indeed have valuable data on the region, and since business seemed slow that day, it didn’t appear that our chatting would be a problem. But as my questions kept coming, her tone became more and more brittle. She began to show signs of impatience and then irritation. Finally, she suggested rather icily that instead of going around talking to people, I’d be better off “doing some research.” I can’t imagine what she thought I was doing.

Luckily, that was a unique and aberrant encounter, and I mention it only because, when I started out, I honestly feared this would be a typical response. After all, who would want to take time out of a busy day to educate me? I had so many questions and so much to learn! I thought that, at best, people would be polite and civil and then shoo me off as soon as they could. If that had been the case, this book could not have been written.

As it turned out, everywhere Andy and I traveled we met with greater warmth and cooperation than we could have hoped for. We were continually amazed by the generosity shown us, not only in terms of information and access to slide collections but also in that most valuable commodity of all—time. Often our regional contacts would devote an entire workday to helping us in our research. Later, during the sorting-out periods back home and during the actual writing, they were always ready to accept a frantic phone call or respond with detailed letters explaining some fine point on propagation or whatever. Some of these people welcomed us into their homes and allowed us to photograph their gardens. Some provided escort service to unfamiliar parts of the state and introductions to people who might have what we needed. Not once did we detect a note of impatience or disinterest from any of them.

Why were they so helpful? One reason is that they love our Texas native plants. They want native plants to gain greater acceptance and appreciation, and we represented a means to that worthy end. But mostly they helped because, quite simply, that’s the kind of people they are. Acknowledging them here is paltry repayment for all their many kindnesses.

Our thanks to Geyata Ajilvsgi, Olivette Beach, Edith Bettinger, Gene Blacklock, W. D. Bransford, Mary Buchanan, Fred Buxton, Marie Caillet, Logan Calhoun, C. W. Carpenter, Judy Black Childress, Wayne Clark, Marvin and Betty Colwill, Paul Cox, Gerald and Rosalie Cyrier, Dallas Museum of Natural History, Walt Davis, David Diamond, James Dick, Stephen K. Domigan, Ted Doremus, Anna Jane Duree, Jim Everitt, Katie Ferguson, Rosa and Charles Finsley, George J. Fix, Jr., Will Fleming, Manuel Flores, Gary Freeborg, Skip Fulton, Robert Gallagher, Linda Gardner, Sue Gardner, Ron Gass, Lorine and David Gibson, Don and Benita Giller, John Gleason, Heard Natural Science Museum, Mike Heep, Martha Henschen, Dan Hinds, Mary Grace Horlock, Agnes Hubbard, Phil Huey, Fred Jones, Margaret Jones, Ed and Margaret Kennedy, Richard Kirkham, John M. Koros, Tom Kramer, Dr. Harold Laughlin, Eric Lautzenheiser, Patty Leslie, Dr. Robert Lonard, Lynn Lowrey, Norma Maddox, Tom Madison, T. J. Marks, Dorothy Mattiza, Norman Maxwell, Janeen McDermott, Lisa McNelis, Denny Miller, Laura Miller, James Stewart Minton, National Wildflower Research Center, Rolf and Anita Nelson, Charlotte Nichols, Jill Nokes, David Northington, Ruth O’Brien, Mary and Carl Owens, Michael Parkey, Michael Passarello, Annie Paulson, Don Perkins, Art Petley, Barbara Pettijohn, Adele Pieper, Bob and Dede Plank, Jack Price, Ray Pulaski, Dayton Reuter, Jim and Chris Ridley, David Riskind, Dr. Chester Rowell, Steve R. Runnells, Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge, Michael Shoup, Linda Smith, Shannon Smith, Mrs. W. Truett Smith, Dr. Geoffrey Stanford, Alice Staub, Marilyn Stidham, Wash Storm, Harold Stroud, Glenn and Connie Suhren, Dora Sylvester, Kathy Thieleman, John Thomas, Bryan Thompson, Dr. Jimmy L. Tipton, James Turner, Kay Warmerdam, Dr. Barton H. Warnock, Vernon L. and Marie Wesby, John White, Burr Williams, Doug Williams, Tom Wooten. And, of course, Benny J. Simpson, to whom this book is dedicated.

Special thanks to David Nickel, who did such a wonderful job drawing up my plans for this book (as well as the first one). I’m especially grateful to Ron Nelson, friend and architect, who not only gave me valuable advice but also gave me a quiet refuge away from phones and family where I could complete the plans.

On a more personal note, love and thanks go to those who became substitute parents for our daughter, Melissa, during our many trips away from home. My mother, Sara Hudson, assumed the lioness’s share. But also we’re grateful to Stephanie Barron Ertel and her daughters, Valerie and Kathleen, and Mary Jane Dietz and her daughter, Stess, for being there for Melissa and for us. And thanks to our neighbors Horace Longino and David Jett for providing a home away from home for our cats so they wouldn’t have to be boarded at the vet’s.

On the road, we were saved numerous times from motel beds by the hospitality of friends and relatives: cousin Raymond Baber and her husband Gary, Sheila Taylor and Walter Kennedy, Jacque and Don Stowers, John Park and Leslie Moore, Genie and Chuck Lindberg, Dody and Bill Spencer, Jill Nokes, Mrs. Una Simpson, Leo and Ida Sims, and, on our trip to Arizona to gather data on desert plants, Andy’s folks, Sophie and Frank Roginski.

For this second edition, many thanks to Benny Simpson, as always, for his time and patience in helping us with everything. Also, thanks to Wynn Anderson for his expertise in Chihuahuan Desert perennials, to John Snowdon for help with the grasses, and to Dorothy Mattiza for sharing her experiences, observations, slides, and for touring us around two ranches and the South Texas coast.

Special thanks go to Dr. Marshall Johnson for helping choose which Latin names to follow when there were sometimes as many as three legitimate ones to choose from. Our goal is always to give you, the reader, a Latin name that matches the other published references you are most likely to be using. But recently Latin names seem to be changing at an alarming rate. Since the first edition, some species have been switched from one family to another and often back again. Others have been lumped or split and then lumped or split again. Research in dusty files has shown older Latin names that have precedence. I needed an expert to advise which names are truly changed and which changes will prove ephemeral. Dr. Johnston undertook to give that guidance, and for that we are truly grateful.

We would also like to thank the many wonderful clients who have actually paid me to explore their properties. And our last thanks goes to those many people we have met at conferences and in our travels who have shared their native gardening experiences with us. Without them, this new edition would be much less rich and complete.

Want to have nightmares? Write a book and then wonder if somehow you inadvertently left out a very important name in the acknowledgments. If that did indeed happen, please blame it on human fallibility in the face of a rapidly approaching deadline, forgive us, and know that it in no way diminishes our heartfelt gratitude and love.
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The Dallas home of Nancy and Van Robinson is a good example of the ever-changing, never-boring look native plants can deliver. On the left is the front flower garden as seen in spring with a golden display of lanceleaf coreopsis accented with purple coneflower. The same angle as shown on the right in late summer is purple with fall obedient plant.






ONE

REGIONS

Botanically speaking, life is more interesting when you live “on the edge.” That’s easy to do in Texas. Most of our major cities are placed right where different soil and vegetational regions meet.

Sometimes the edges are dramatically marked by a great ridge of rock rearing above a plain of vastly different soils, for example, the Cap Rock Escarpment. This sharp edge of the High Plains is only 70 million years old, but the Rolling Plains that abut it are 250 million years old. On the lower terrain of the Rolling Plains are shrubs and small trees, as well as numerous streams, while on the High Plains are shortgrasses and yuccas—and no streams. It’s so flat that surface water just sits.

The Balcones Escarpment is a limestone ridge covered with junipers and wildflowers. At its back is the Edwards Plateau, with its exceptional diversity of plants, and at its feet is the Blackland Prairie, which used to be a seemingly endless sea of tallgrasses broken by lines of trees that followed the creeks.

Sometimes the edges of these regions are subtle, as one zone blends into the next, forming a vegetational crazy quilt. Just off the main road between Dallas and Houston I’ve seen loblolly pines and wax myrtles in moist sands (Piney Woods) give way to post oaks and mesquites in deep, dry sands (Post Oak), followed by less than five miles of grasses and pecans in black clay (Blackland), followed by more sands holding post oaks and huisache (Post Oak)—all in a space of only sixteen miles.

That strip of blackland I just referred to is far away from the main Blackland Prairie that runs through Dallas. This strip is called the San Antonio Prairie, not because it is anywhere near San Antonio (it’s actually nearer Bryan–College Station), but because in the 1800s it provided a treeless path for the Old San Antonio Road that came from East Texas.

This is not the only place in Texas where a region has an outlier stuck off someplace else. The Lost Pines of Bastrop, near Austin, are an island separated from the main body of pines found in the Post Oak Savannah and the Piney Woods. They exist because sandy, acid soil similar to that in the Piney Woods makes the environment right for them. The Lost Maples in Lost Maples State Natural Area and on the Owl Creek watershed on Fort Hood Military Reservation, as well as other places near Temple, are outliers for a different reason. They are relict populations that hung on after the retreat of the last ice age. The maples are bigtooth maples, and if you want to see more of them, you have to go to the mountains of the Trans-Pecos, more than 150 miles away.

Dr. Terry G. Jordan, a professor in the department of geography at the University of Texas at Austin, cites these out-of-place pockets as evidence that Texas is an environmental transition zone; that is, Texas gathers together many of the major regions of the United States. Coastal prairies, southeastern pinewoods, central hardwoods, tallgrass prairie, Great Plains, and southwestern deserts all funnel into Texas as the stems of a bouquet go into a vase.

The mountains in the Trans-Pecos are a southern extension of the Rocky Mountains, and the Hill Country is connected to the Ozark Mountains, which in turn connect with the Appalachians. And to make things even more interesting, we have the influence of Mexican flora along the entire Rio Grande, which forms our southern border.

Clearly, trying to figure out which region you live in can be a challenge. But don’t worry. Read on and see how easy I’ve made it for you.

Start with the city you live in or live closest to. Every city in Texas with a population of more than 70,000 in 1987 is listed in alphabetical order in the following chart. There are some exceptions, which I will name right here. If you live in Arlington, Irving, Grand Prairie, Garland, Mesquite, Richardson, Piano, Sherman or Denison, turn to either Dallas or Fort Worth, whichever is closer to your home. Galveston, Port Arthur, Texas City, and Brazoria should refer to Houston. Those of you in Longview or Marshall should turn to Tyler and those near Killeen or Temple to Austin. All Valley residents should refer to Brownsville or Laredo. Listing all these cities or MSAs (metropolitan statistical areas) in the chart would not help fine-tune your region; it would just make the chart more cumbersome.

Next, read about the possible choices for your area. Then go outside, look at your soil, and match it as best you can to one of those described for your area. The plants listed under your soil description are the ones most characteristic of that region and can serve as indicators.

When looking for indicator plants, check out natural areas by creeks, railroad tracks, and alleys, not someone’s cultivated yard. You want to see what is growing natively in your area. If you don’t know what the indicator plants look like, look them up in the individual plant descriptions.

Also, consult the map. It shows the ten vegetational regions that are the basis of this book. Each vegetational region is marked by its own set of distinct characteristics—summer and winter temperatures, rainfall amounts, and dominant soil type—and the specific flora that thrive under those conditions.

As an example of how all those characteristics affect vegetation, let’s look at Houston and Corpus Christi. Geologically, they have the same soil type (coastal black gumbo) and are usually lumped together on a soils map. Yet their rainfalls and temperatures vary greatly, Houston being wetter and colder. Because of these variations in climate, their soils are also different. In Houston, where rainfall is abundant, the salts and other minerals are washed all the way through the soil, leaving it acid. In Corpus Christi, rain dissolves the minerals and then evaporates, leaving a thick layer of calcium carbonate (caliche), which is alkaline.

These factors determine which plants will feel at home in those regions. Some of our native plants require acid soil, some require alkaline, and some don’t seem to care one way or the other. Most plants that require acid soils live in East Texas, Houston, and Post Oak regions, but there are also some in the Trans-Pecos, because the igneous mountain soils are also acid.

Another important thing for you to figure out when you look at your soil is whether it is predominantly sandy or whether it has a high clay content. Some plants can cope with either, but most have a definite preference.

Sand allows water to penetrate deeply and quickly and still leave pockets of oxygen. Under these conditions, roots can easily grow deep enough to keep cool and moist and still breathe. Some plants are found only in sand in the western part of the state but thrive in clay in areas with higher rainfall. They need the sand for moisture, not for air. Some other plants are found only in sand because drainage is so critical; they breathe through their roots and suffocate in clay soils. Clay holds water a long time and then dries out, leaving huge cracks in the ground. Plants that live in clay have to be able to cope with the two extremes of poor drainage and root-cracking drought.

On parts of the Edwards Plateau and other escarpments, the soil has been eroded or is extremely shallow, exposing limestone. This white rock, like sand, retains moisture and oxygen. Many of our most beautiful plants prosper in this inhospitable-looking environment.

Obviously, knowing your soil type is important in determining your region and what will grow there successfully.

For a specific example of how to find your region, let’s look at Austin. Looking at the map, you can see that it sits astride three distinct regions: Edwards Plateau to the west, Blackland Prairie right down the middle, and Post Oak Savannah to the east.

If you’re an Austin resident, you might walk outside and see white rocks jutting out everywhere. In fact, you seem to have more rocks than soil. What soil there is seems to be crumbled up white rock held together with white clay. This tells you that you’re on limestone and/or caliche—in other words, Edwards Plateau—and you need to turn to the Hill Country Plan to see what likes to grow in your limestone.

But suppose you live in the center of Austin, and you look down and see that your soil is black (some people might call it dark gray or dark brown), heavy, gummy clay. This is Blackland Prairie. It doesn’t mean you live among neck-high grasses, although that’s probably what used to be there a century ago. Turn to the Blackland Plan for the plants that should do especially well for you.

If, in addition to your black soil, you have a limestone creek on your property, don’t jump to the conclusion that you must be on the Edwards Plateau. Creekbeds look like this in the Blackland Prairie too. Use the Hill Country Plan only if you are on a limestone hilltop. Hill Country plants like to be well drained, and some of them will rot in blackland clay after a long spell of heavy rain.

If you see neither white rock nor black clay, you will probably see tan-colored soil (sand, sandy loam, or even clay-loam) in your yard. This might mean that you should turn to the Post Oak Plan, but notice that I said “might.” There’s a good chance the soil on your property was hauled in from somewhere else. You could have two to six inches of sand on top of caliche or black clay, which would put you in the Hill Country or Blackland instead. Be especially suspicious if you are in central Austin, although sandy pockets were left there by ancient meanderings of the Colorado River.

To be absolutely sure you qualify for the Post Oak Plan, you need to find out if the tan soil goes down for at least one foot. If you hit clay or rock, it should be yellowish or reddish. You can always dig down that far, but it’s much easier to see if you can find a post oak nearby. Post oaks grow only in tan, acid soils, so they are a good indicator plant. Find a post oak and you can use the Post Oak Plan confidently.

Mesquites are likely to be there too, but mesquites grow nearly anywhere in Texas that is well drained and sunny, so they can never be used as an indicator plant of any particular region.

To be sure you have found the right region for you, read the detailed descriptions that accompany each regional plan.

REGIONAL IDENTIFICATION CHART


[image: e9781589796584_i0006.jpg]


[image: e9781589796584_i0007.jpg]


HOUSTON

Houston, Beaumont (Galveston, Angleton, Bay City)
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COASTAL PRAIRIES

Regional Description

This coastal area is made up mostly of salt marshes, level slowly draining prairies, and swampy flat woodlands with numerous sluggish rivers, creeks, bayous, and sloughs. As you enter a coastal prairie, you are struck by how unrelentingly flat it is. Trees are scarce and short. The sky is immense. As you stand there amid the grasses and the wildflowers, you can be forgiven for feeling overwhelmed by all this wide-open space.

The prairies were originally populated by tallgrasses, which were kept in balance by range fires and buffalo herds. Since both are noticeably scarce these days, this region has been invaded by mesquites and live oaks—at least those areas that haven’t been plowed, paved, or sodded with St. Augustine. A healthy remnant of restored coastal prairie can be seen at Armand Bayou Nature Center, which lies south of Houston.

In the 1800s these prairies were famous for their wildflowers, especially on ground that had been burned the previous fall. Early travelers and settlers in these parts credited the Indians with firing the prairies. Whether this is true or mere speculation and, if true, whether the burning was deliberate or the result of campfire accidents, the happy result was that each spring following a fire the wildflowers were spectacular. Old journals and letters described vast carpets of color in astonishing variety stretching out as far as the eye could see.

The major components of the prairie were big bluestem, little bluestem, Indiangrass, switchgrass, and eastern gamagrass. Beginning in the 1820s, Anglo-Americans from the southeastern United States ran huge ranching operations on the prairies, expanding southward until they met up with the Spanish Mexican ranchers already established in South Texas. The Stephen F. Austin colonists typically settled in bottom woodlands that bordered these rich prairies. There they built timber homes among the trees, farmed the bottoms of the creeks, and pastured their livestock on the lush grasslands.

On May 15, 1837, John James Audubon wrote of landing in Houston to visit the president of the Republic of Texas, Samuel Houston himself. Audubon described reaching the president’s “mansion,” a two-room log cabin, by wading across “a level of far-extending prairie, destitute of timber . . . through water above our ankles.”
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These coastal live oaks, draped with Spanish moss, are growing in seasonally flooded black clay. Behind the shrubby fencerow, palmettos form a tropical-looking ground cover. Photo by the authors.



Three years earlier, in May of 1834, Thomas Drummond, an early Texas botanical collector for whom Drummond phlox is named, set off to collect plants from Velasco, on the coast, to Brazoria. On the way the Brazos River flooded, so he finished his journey in a boat over prairies nine to fifteen feet underwater. As evidence of the tremendous wealth of flora of the region, he was able to add 220 species to his list, despite the flooding.

As you can see, the biggest problem faced by Houston, unlike the rest of our state, is too much water. The average annual rainfall in the region varies from 43 inches in Bay City to 55 inches in the Beaumont area. Rainfall is fairly even all year with slight highs in September and late spring. The soils are acid to neutral clays and clay loams called gumbo, heavy soils that do not absorb or release water easily. With low evaporation rates all winter, the land is already soggy, and a spring rain results in water that often stands for two or three days or longer.

The gumbo woodlands, found mostly on higher ground, are dramatic, almost primeval. They are composed mostly of huge coastal live oaks draped with Spanish moss. Palmettos and other vegetation grow thickly beneath them. The forest is dark, and the sky almost obscured.

On the banks of bayous are sandy loams running like fingers through the gumbo. These lighter soils support deciduous forests of red oaks, willow oak, cedar elm, and American elm mixed with eastern red cedar, a thick understory of yaupon holly, wax myrtle, and the evergreen vine Carolina jessamine. If post oaks or old, self-sown pines are present on your property, you can use either the Post Oak or the Piney Woods Plan instead of the Houston Plan.

Temperatures in Beaumont, Houston, and Bay City are generally mild in the winter and steamy in the summer. On average, you can expect January lows to be in the neighborhood of 43° F inland to 49° along the shore. Average July highs range from 87° along the coast to 93° inland. The lowest recorded temperatures in the region are 4° in Beaumont, 5° in Houston, and 11° in Bay City, which is south of Houston.

In the summer both prairies and forests that were soggy all winter and spring can be baked brick-hard. It’s hard to believe that so many plants can take these extremes of flood and drought. The Houston Plan gathers together some of the most popular ones.


Houston Plan

Lot size: 125’ × 80’

Gumbo! That’s what most of you gardeners in Houston have to contend with. So you need a plan that gives you alternatives to having to live in a swamp occasionally or turning your whole yard into a raised bed. (A fortunate few have lovely loam or sand with pine trees, and if you’re in that number, you do have a choice—you can use this plan or the Piney Woods Plan.)

First, look at your situation: clay soil, lots of water, poor drainage. You need a way to channel water off your lot. Don’t fight it. Take full advantage of your situation by creating a swale, a shallow dry stream bed in your garden that can carry the water away. It can be filled with ferns, as in this plan, or you can make a water garden. (See the Water Garden Plan in Chapter 11.)
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This landscape plan doesn’t begin to show all the Texas plants you can use in Houston. Experiment with those of other regions, but remember that everywhere else in the state is drier and better-drained, so the first step in using these plants is to make a raised bed or berm.

This plan takes a different approach. It is designed to show what you can do by using what is naturally already here. These plants are native to the Houston area and are able to thrive on gumbo. Most of them can tolerate at least two or three days of standing water and then survive groundcracking dryness in the summer.

There are exceptions, though. The ferns in the swale need to be kept moist at all times of the year. The white oak, sumac, coralberry, Mexican plum, fringe tree, and parsley hawthorn can take wet gumbo but will not be happy in standing water for more than half a day. That’s why I placed them in the better-drained places. The bed containing the white oak, at the corner of the house by the terrace, is an area that will tend to get wet if not graded carefully. It must drain rapidly into the path that runs down to the French drain hidden under the bench.

The fern garden is lowest at the place where it starts, at the edge of the terrace. There is a two-foot drop here, which then gradually slopes uphill for six inches to the French drain by the titi. The idea is that rainwater running off the terrace will flow into the swale. If the water is more than six inches deep, the excess can empty into the street via the French drain.

Water from the area of the Drummond red maple will flow into the other end of the swale and will also be able to drain. This part of the swale is wider and only about a foot deep, gently dropping six inches. In the summer when there is no rain, water this whole area to keep it moist.

In the winter the wax myrtle is green, as is the titi and the Walter’s violets, but for the most part the garden is sleeping. The peach and silver flaking bark of the river birch is particularly noticeable at this time of year when there are few distractions. The first color will be the western mayhaw, which blooms late winter to early spring along with the violets. Next will come the lovely parsley hawthorns—one on the slope and three others visible over the wall. (If you haven’t noticed yet, the inner garden surrounding the house is enclosed by a six-foot-high masonry wall.) Following the hawthorns, the garden reaches its climax in May, when the ferns will be fully leafed out and spider lily, with its six-inch white flowers, and titi will both be fragrant and at their peak. The delicate Indian pink adds a touch of brilliant red. The buttonbush, which is also fragrant and white (sometimes pale pink), hits full stride in the summer. In the fall the hop hornbeam and two bald cypresses shower down orange and copper leaves.

The deck area at the head of the swale is quite different. The ground covers under the Drummond red maple—chile pequín, American beautyberry, and Turk’s cap—are amenable to moisture but can also survive on regular rainfall. If they should droop, water them. The wood fern will certainly look fresher with supplemental watering. If you have a sprinkler system, your fern garden should be watered every day during the summer, but the red maple area can be watered once a week or not at all, whatever the foundation of your home requires. The overall look here is woodsy—one, two, or three feet tall and delicate rather than lush. The color accents are red in the Turk’s cap and chiles and magenta for the fall-to-winter berries of the beautyberry.

The passage down the east side of the house has Carolina jessamine vines to provide an attractive view on the garden walls from the bedroom windows. Gravel is used to cover the ground, as this narrow passage is too dark for most plants and needs to function as a walk.

Going the other way, from the terrace down the flagstone walk toward the front gate, I’ve located perennial beds. These are not traditional perennial beds described in Chapter 5, which you could certainly use if you lowered the path six inches and sloped the beds for good drainage. These perennial beds are flower gardens that only Houston can use; they are filled with red, purple, pink, yellow, ivory, white, and blue flowers that will not mind if they get inundated once in a while. Gulf Coast penstemon starts blooming in March, as does blue Texas star, rusty blackhaw viburnum, and the Mexican plums seen over the wall. The fringe tree blooms next. Butterfly gaura, zigzag iris, bergamot, and Virginia sweetspire bloom in late spring, while meadow beauty and the hibiscus bloom all summer. Fall is spectacular with cardinal flower, swamp sunflower, wild ageratum, and fall obedient plant.

Near the front door, I’ve placed evergreens. The Christmas ferns, on the left by the stoop, are an exception to the rule for this plan. They really don’t like poor drainage. Give them a very slight slope that starts at the edge of the tiled walk, and keep them evenly moist. The three crossvines at the right of the tiled walk will grow quickly and easily to cover the wall. You can let them cover the ground and spill out over the walk for a lush look, or plant seasonal shady annuals at their feet.

Three trees grow in the front L-shaped flower beds. With the Christmas fern is a glossy-leaved rusty blackhaw viburnum. Near the bench is a fringe tree. It likes fairly good drainage, so it benefits from the French drain hidden beneath the bench. The female possumhaw near the terrace is most adaptable to poor drainage. Its red berries should provide color and warmth to the garden all winter.

In contrast to the intimacy, color, and fine detail of the gardens within the walls, the landscape visible from the street is big and bold. Immediately attracting the eye are the four palmettos that mark the tiled entry to the front gate. Dominating the rest of the scene are two evergreen southern magnolias, which should be allowed to grow large and full all the way down to the ground. On the patio side the branches will extend over the wall and shade the royal fern, as well as the crinum lily, which blooms despite the lack of sunshine.

There’s a lot of additional color in this area of the plan, to keep things interesting from spring until after frost. First, there are the five Mexican plums in a sweep against the front wall. Buy these trees in bloom to ensure that they will tend to flower all at the same time instead of a week or so apart. Shading the plums are huge white oaks, while the parsley hawthorns in back are protected by a swamp chestnut oak.
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Near downtown Houston, this garden reflects the taste of Alice Staub Liddell and the late Dr. Jack Staub, with plant recommendations by nurserymen Lynn Lowery and Will Fleming. Rusty blackhaw viburnum (left front) is backed by two Mexican plums, their white blossoms fading to a soft pink. Overhead, the bald cypresses have not yet leafed out. The flower garden is a mixture of native perennials, bulbs, and ferns, along with anything else that grows well or looks promising enough to experiment with. Photo by the authors.



There are several ways to fill the deep bed of ground cover that wraps around the outside of the wall. On the back portion, under the parsley hawthorns, I’ve shown a mass planting of inland seaoats. This grass takes poor drainage, suckers to form a dense cover, and will do well in the shade that will develop as the trees grow up. It is attractive all year—fresh green in the spring and summer, dancing with seed heads in the fall, and gold to ivory-white in the winter. Sometimes, fresh green growth appears around Christmas, making this grass almost evergreen. Extend it under the magnolias, as there will be lots of bare ground here until they mature.

In front, under the four Mexican plums, I would love to see wood fern for a woodsy look that foreshadows the fern garden in back. This would be a commitment to everlasting watering, though, and could not be used until the trees are large enough to provide plenty of shade. For a more xeriscapic approach, as well as a tropical look, you might consider palmetto. It’s evergreen and often covers acres of winter-wet-to-summer-dry low-lying woods. It can also take the hot sun of the early years and then revel in the shade that eventually develops.

Another possibility for the early sunny years is a meadow. Use sideoats grama and mix with it pink evening primrose, winecup, blue-eyed grass, and calylophus for a rainbow of pink, wine, blue, and yellow in the short spring grass. These wildflowers are convenient because, after blooming, they die back without leaving visible dead leaves. The sideoats continues to grow to a height of two to three feet (the drier you keep it, the shorter it will be). By October it will have bloomed and be nodding with delicate seeds that remain all winter.

In the late fall, there should be quite a bit of color. Both the white oak and the swamp chestnut oaks turn a warm, rich red. In the narrow bed to the east of the driveway, the fruits on the coralberry ripen to a purplish pink. Soon they are joined by the leaves of the flameleaf sumac, which is dependably breathtaking red every year. The black gum is also very good about turning red to dark wine each fall. These plants are all capable of handling the reflected heat off the driveway. I’ve put in a curb, extending the line of the wall to the street, just in case the neighbors aren’t as enthusiastic about having a coralberry and sumac thicket in their yard as you are about having one in yours.



PINEY WOODS

Tyler, Texarkana, Houston, Beaumont (Henderson, Longview, Marshall, Palestine)
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PINEY WOODS, LONGLEAF PINE FOREST

Regional Description

East Texas is made up mostly of piney woods, with occasional patches and fingers of post oak woods where few or no pines are to be seen. The post oaks indicate less fertile, drier sands. Unlike sandy loam, this “sugar sand” has little organic matter to hold the grains together and runs through your fingers. The river bottoms and floodplains have silty, less acid soils, where sweetgums and other fast-growing swamp trees predominate. Here and there are bogs or seeps, which are often quite acid and support sphagnum moss and water-loving shrubs and flowers.

The Piney Woods is usually equal parts hardwood (oak, maple, magnolia, elm, hickory, and so on) and pines (loblolly and shortleaf). It is the southwest tip of the giant pine-hardwood forests of the southeastern United States.

The pines are tall and straight. Sounds are softened by dense layers of needles. The air is fresh, even on hot summer days, with a deliciously spicy pine scent. Deodorizing sprays offer an almost unrecognizable imitation. This is the only region of the state where the overall natural landscape is not dominated by sky.

This habitat continues to be heavily logged, even within the four national forests that have been set aside for preservation and conservation: Angelina, Sabine, Sam Houston, and Davy Crockett. In general, the land in East Texas is gently rolling or hilly, with numerous streams. The soils are mostly light-colored, red, or dark gray sands, or sandy loams with areas of clays. Sandstone or ironstone outcroppings are common. The soils are acid because the calcium has been leached out by frequent rains and generally good drainage.

The average rainfall is 46 inches annually. When it comes to winter temperatures, Tyler has plunged as low as–8° F although average minimums range from 35° in Texarkana to 45° in Houston. Summer’s average is 94°.

There is a very special place in the Piney Woods known as the Big Thicket. Originally it was a large forest with an exceptionally dense understory of yaupon holly, American holly, magnolias, hawthorns, cherry laurel, and wax myrtle. Then it was extensively logged and drained. The remnants of the various habitats are described in Geyata Ajilvsgi’s book Wildflowers of the Big Thicket.

The Big Thicket National Preserve is only a fraction of what used to be. Beginning near Woodville, it reaches south almost to Beaumont. Here, stands of stately longleaf pines tower over flowering dogwoods, American holly, big bluestem, and wildflowers on well-drained sands. As you go south, the soil becomes richer and more moist, and the character of the forest changes. Now it is dimly lit and is composed primarily of beech, magnolia, and loblolly pine, with frequent white oaks and red maples. Underneath are beautiful ornamental trees and shrubs such as fringe tree, two-winged silverbell, and azaleas. Scan the forest floor and you will find mayapples, trillium, partridgeberry, and violets.
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A Drummond red maple in full flower stands out against a native woods of pines and still-dormant oaks. In summer, the muddy ground under the maple is carpeted with chain fern and lizardtail, and the banks in front of the wax myrtles are blue and gold with waterleaf and swamp sunflower. Photo by the authors.



It is the beauty of this particular forest that the Piney Woods Plan tries to capture. The plan is intended to be used by all who live in the Piney Woods, with alternate choices for those plants that are not universal throughout the region.


Piney Woods Plan

Lot Size: 170’ × 107’

The woods in this plan reflects the basic makeup of East Texas woods overall. There are three distinct layers. The canopy, or top layer, consists of pines, oaks, sweetgums, and maples. These tall trees tend to space themselves to capture every bit of available sunlight, leaving only dappled light for the understory and the forest floor.

The understory is composed of shorter, shade-tolerant trees: flowering dogwood, fringe tree, plums, hawthorns, viburnums, chalk maple, musclewood, hollies, magnolias, and so on. The third layer is ground covers, which are ferns and special flowers, such as mayapple and pinewoods lily. Wildflowers and thicket shrubs bloom on the edges of the forest, where they get extra sun. In a landscape, these sunnier environments are created where a street, driveway, patio, or mowed lawn holds the trees at bay.

If you create a woods in your yard, it can be predominantly pine or oak or an equal mixture of both, as in this plan. It all depends on what you have to start with, your taste, and your specific habitat. Which pines you use will also vary. Just north of Beaumont, where the climate is warm and humid, longleaf pines grow If you live there, strongly consider using them exclusively, as they are especially elegant. In the rest of the Piney Woods grow loblollies and shortleaf pines. Loblollies are easier to buy; shortleaf pines are more drought-tolerant. The two pines are often found together in nature.

In this plan you will notice that some sand-loving plants have a second label in parentheses. These alternatives are your better choice where you are confronted with clay, poor drainage, and higher humidity. These conditions occur most frequently near Beaumont and Houston, although you can find pockets of clay anywhere in East Texas.

Another reason for giving alternate selections is that some trees become too prolific in one locale. In Tyler and Texarkana, where the sweetgum is sometimes viewed as a pest, residents love the willow oak because it provides light shade and doesn’t dump a lot of twigs and old leaves on their property. In Houston, however, the willow oak tends to seed out like mad, so Houstonians prefer the swamp chestnut oak, which turns a soft, rich red in the fall. There are more wonderful choices than you could ever find room for, so there is no sense at all in using something you are not particularly fond of.
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Piney Woods



The woods in this plan is designed to be low-maintenance, requiring only annual pruning, no leaf raking, and only occasional watering after the plants are established. Most homeowners in East Texas already have several big trees in their front yard. They could develop a full woods quickly and easily by adding understory trees and ground covers.

I have depicted a pine woods here, because I thought that was most typical for East Texas. For a balanced pine forest, you’ll want approximately equal numbers of pine trees and hardwoods such as oaks and maples. (If you don’t have an existing canopy, see the Create-a-Woods Plan in Chapter 7—Ornamental Trees, for instructions on how to plant a forest.)

If you already have a canopy, you probably lack the understory trees. Even when homeowners or developers are trying their best to preserve a woods, they tend to cut down all the small trees, mistaking them for canopy saplings that are just “cluttering up the place.” What they are really getting rid of is flowering dogwood, hawthorn, viburnums, and many other lovely small trees or shrubs such as wax myrtle, yaupon holly, and possumhaw. These understory trees provide color, so you need to plant them if you don’t already have them or if you don’t have enough. The small trees are used to being shaded by big trees. They have adapted to dappled or part shade and can suffer leaf burn in full sun if they are not well watered.

In this plan the dominant understory tree is dogwood or, if you have clay, the earlier-blooming Mexican plum. Other trees are witch hazel, which blooms in winter; parsley hawthorn and two-winged silverbell, which bloom just before the dogwood; and flatwoods plum, which usually blooms with the dogwood. In the fall the understory is again alive with color. Musclewood, dogwood, chalk maple, and parsley hawthorn display brilliant reds and oranges.

On the edges of the woods near the street are New Jersey tea and Oklahoma plum, both less than two feet tall, making snowy-white masses beneath the dogwoods. Deep in the shade lurk colonies of mayapples, with their twin umbrella leaves and nodding flowers, along with dark red trillium and, much later, pinewoods lily. Fall and winter color is dominated by the purple American beautyberries.

Summer is green and ferny. For easy-care ground cover, use the bracken fern. It’s rather coarse and aggressive, so you would never use it in a formal garden, but it’s ideal for covering large areas in an unwatered woods. When I say “unwatered,” I mean unwatered in a normal summer, when rain falls every two weeks or so. In a dry summer, water if the leaves of the bracken start to brown and turn crisp. Everything in this front woods is drought tolerant to East Texas, but it might look pitiful in a drought.

To ensure not having to water in a normal summer, let the ground be carpeted with fallen leaves—mulch to keep in moisture and to discourage weeds. Once a year, weed out poison ivy, greenbriar, and other undesirables and remove saplings and deadwood. Prune the trees every other year.

The side by the porte cochere is a continuation of the front, giving you the feeling of being wrapped up in a quiet, secluded forest. The woods is also functional; it shades the house and the driveway from the summer sun. Arrowwood and farkleberry, the understory trees in the woods by the porte cochere, are small trees that flower in the spring and turn from bright red to burgundy in the fall. Underneath them is the low-growing Oklahoma plum, which is continued from the front woods.

The dominant ground cover here is wood fern in dense stands. It serves as the transition to your formal, watered, and manicured back yard. The wood fern will require regular watering to maintain its vitality. That’s important, because it’s right by the driveway and will be seen up close every day—by you, by luncheon guests, by the delivery boy. Sensitive fern (bead fern) or the small evergreen Christmas fern could be used here also. All three ferns are normally available for purchase.

Notice that the back yard has more sun than the rest of the landscape because the lawn and patio create a clearing. A latticed pergola covered with vines achieves privacy from the street without losing this sense of space. A pergola is a walkway covered by a flat-roofed arbor. In this case the taller and wider main pergola that leads from the garage to the back door is latticed on the side facing the street. The lattice is covered by a delicate little vine called blue jasmine. The other side and top of the pergola are covered by either Texas wisteria or the almost-evergreen coral honeysuckle. These vines continue around the smaller L-shaped pergola.

The small bed in front of the pergola by the drive is a delightful mixture of low-growing evergreen partridgeberry and the fragrant but rampant Carolina rose. This ground-cover-like pink, spicy, everblooming rose will romp through this contained space, giving the grateful partridgeberry a little extra shade during the summer. The sweet bay is placed so that its fragrance can be enjoyed from either the drive or the main pergola, both high-traffic areas.

The back yard, structured by the pergolas, the brick walks and patio, and the oval lawn, presents a formal and elegant scene. To keep the design from becoming stuffy, I’ve included dwarf wax myrtle, which looks best unhedged. It is evergreen, and the leaves give off a delightful aroma. For spring, the Texas blue star Amsonia illustris will provide vivid accents, with its star-shaped, sky-blue flowers arranged in large loose clusters.

As we proceed around the rim of the watered lawn, we meet sweet William, Indian pink, bitterweed, and baby’s breath aster, providing spring, summer, and fall blooms. Directly behind these plants is the sensitive fern. Allow it to grow tall, and let the back branches of the oak hang low, so the compost heap and vegetable garden are screened from view. Tucked into the sunny spot, between the oak and the magnolia, is a thicket of the exotic looking aralia called devil’s walking stick. When it blooms in the summer, you’ll be delighted by its oddly beautiful foot-long hanging clusters of tiny white flowers. This aralia is like nothing you’ve ever seen.

The garden on the east side of the house is rather special. This environment, protected from harsh sun and winds, is nestled in a slight hollow, so it is naturally more moist and shady than the rest of the landscape. Primarily viewed from inside the house, the garden faces the sun-room and is not intended for strolling. In the spring it blooms with wild azaleas and iris, and then with snowbell and mapleleaf viburnum. In the summer it is lush and green with low-growing fern and delicate pink meadow beauty. Fall colors come from the bright red foliage of the black gum, and the apricot and oranges of the mapleleaf viburnum.
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The Carl Owens garden near Avinger has evolved over the last thirty years. The bridge, designed by architect Louis Gohmert, spans a narrow spring-fed, sluggish stream bed that empties into a pond (far off and to the right). In the stream bed are sensitive fern (locally called sympathy fern) and a naturalized water iris. The trees are shortleaf and loblolly pines, with an understory of flowering dogwoods. The stone “cliff” was necessary to prevent erosion. On the hillsides are native and cultivated azaleas. White oak, hibiscus, palmetto, and many native wildflowers also abound in this garden, along with tulips and other nonnative bulbs. Photo by the authors.



The driveway and front walk are made of crushed granite, which should be chosen to match the color of the soil as closely as possible. This provides a “gentrified” look. The mortared brick edging gives more of an in-town feeling. The area under the porte cochere, the paths under the pergolas, and the patio are bricked. They can be mortared or unmortared, according to the degree of formality you desire and your budget.

At the rear of the property, next to the driveway, stands a smooth-trunked beech tree. The branches like to hang low and thick. Let them—especially on your property line for privacy. The shade is so dense and the roots are so thick and fibrous that nothing is going to grow here except on the sunny edges near the drive and the street. For the area by the street, I chose a small thicket of sassafras, with its early yellow flowers and vibrant orange, red, and gold fall color. By the driveway, I have used the blue morning-blooming Ohio spiderwort and widow’s tears. Watering here can range from often to occasional, depending on where you live. Beech trees don’t like to be excessively dry.
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Fall color of parsley hawthorn Crataegus marshallii. Photo by Doug Williams.





POST OAK WOODS

Bryan—College Station, Tyler, Texarkana (Grapevine, Irving, Arlington, Weatherford) Austin, San Antonio, Dallas, Fort Worth, in sandy pockets
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POST OAK SAVANNAH, 
EASTERN CROSS TIMBERS, WESTERN CROSS TIMBERS

Regional Description

Savannahs are grasslands dotted with trees. The Post Oak Savannah is grassland dotted with scattered—you guessed it—post oaks. Years ago, when fires were frequent, the Post Oak Savannah was described by explorers as “parklike.” Ancient broad-branched trees were spaced widely apart, with little bluestem and other grasses and wildflowers growing beneath. Today fires are rare, so the grasses get shaded out and are replaced by thick undergrowth composed of ornamental trees, shrubs, and ground covers, as in pine and river-bottom woods.

Post oaks thrive wherever the annual rainfall is 30 inches or more and where sand is deep and well drained. Usually sandstone and ironstone are present in small quantities. The land is gently rolling to hilly, with the sand being light-colored and slightly acidic. The sands are separated by clay prairies to form the three distinct identities listed above.

In the big Post Oak Savannah, just west of the Piney Woods and extending to about fifty miles east of San Antonio, the annual rainfall varies from 46 to 30 inches, lessening as you go south and west and with most of it falling in May or June. This area is sometimes called the Oak Woodlands and is the southern tip of the Central Hardwoods of the United States. Scattered peat bogs, like those found in the Piney Woods, are not uncommon in this region. Flowering dogwood and sassafras are also found here, where the rainfall averages 40 inches or more annually.

In the Eastern Cross Timbers, which includes the Mid-Cities (between Dallas and Fort Worth), rainfall is usually closer to 32 inches a year, so dogwood and sassafras are rare if not nonexistent. Greenbriar is an unfortunate dominant part of the understory. Early travelers described the Cross Timbers as an almost impenetrable forest. After the greenbriar is removed, a beautiful understory remains, consisting of rusty blackhaw viburnum, possumhaw, smooth sumac, coralberry, and Arkansas yucca.

The Western Cross Timbers is drier still—with an annual rainfall closer to 30 inches on the average. Because of the reduced moisture, more pockets of prairies occur here, especially where there are clays, and the trees do not grow as close together, except near streams. In Stephenville and Comanche, mottes of live oak are often more evident than post oaks. Here, too, you will be able to use prairie flameleaf sumac, rusty blackhaw viburnum, redbud, Mexican plum, and eastern red cedars.

Because the Post Oak Woods extend so far from north to south, they can handle a wide range of winter temperatures. The record low in Weatherford, which is to the north, is–11° F. Normal winter averages range from 31° to 42°. Summer highs are about 95° everywhere.

To make life a lot easier for you, this plan tries to capture the feeling of the Post Oak Woods with their woody understories as they exist today, instead of as they used to be a century ago with their little bluestem wildflower understory.


Post Oak Plan

Lot Size: 160′ × 100′

You’ve just bought a lot where you’re going to build your dream home one day. What sold you on this land in the first place was the small but dense forest occupying the lot, and naturally you want to keep that well-wooded look all around your new home. This plan will show you how to go about it.

But before describing the plan, we ought to discuss the first major step: deciding what to keep and what to delete from your lot.

Consider carefully before taking the irrevocable step of cutting down a tree, especially post oaks. They are slow-growing, sensitive to root damage, and not easily replanted.

When you get ready to build your house or office building, tag all the trees you simply must cut down to make room for a house and a driveway. Tie big bows of orange plastic ribbon around the trees you plan to eliminate. Now stand back and look at the woods from all angles. Imagine what it would look like with all the easy-to-spot orange-tagged trees gone. Can you live with their absence? Or would you like to reconsider your building plans? You can wind your driveway around the trees, build a deck with a tree in the middle, or even create an open courtyard in the center of your home to accommodate a special tree-just as long as you don’t change the soil level. Trees do not take kindly to that.

Back in 1946, William Randolph Hearst had a hundred-year-old California live oak growing on the very spot where he wanted to add a new wing to his San Simeon castle. But rather than chop the venerable tree down, he had it moved ten feet! Incredibly, as of this writing, it’s still alive. I don’t recommend trying this with post oaks, though. They can be transplanted, but only with difficulty.

However, planning your house around the post oaks does not guarantee their survival. You need to monitor their treatment both during and after construction to ensure their continued good health. Many people who carefully designed their homes around large and healthy post oaks have watched with growing horror as some of them died in the five years following construction.

Why do post oaks die? Usually because compaction of the soil, overwatering, or jiggling of the roots—or even all three—has made it too difficult for the roots to take in oxygen, which is vital to post oaks. They grow only in predominantly sandy soils because sand leaves lots of air pockets for oxygen. Clay is usually found in the subsoil and is often found in pockets around post oaks, but you will never find a healthy post oak growing in a heavy clay soil. It’s just too dense to store enough oxygen.
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This Eastern Cross Timbers scene shows a savannah of young post oaks and little bluestem. The Post Oak Savannah, now mostly pastures and farmland, was often open and parklike, as is the driest of the post oak woods, the Western Cross Timbers. Photo by the authors.
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Post Oak



A three-hundred-year-old post oak can quickly suffocate and die on your property if the subcontractors’ trucks packed down the soil so hard that oxygen can no longer percolate in. Surrounding the post oak with a St. Augustine lawn (which needs lots of watering) can have the same effect. Water fills all the air pockets, and the tree slowly drowns. A visible sign of distress is chlorosis, which causes the leaves to turn a sickly chartreuse color.

Post oaks are one of our highest-quality native trees, but you have to do things their way. I have digressed there, but I hope I’ve made an emphatic point about how important it is to protect your post oaks. Now, how about the rest of the trees?

The best plan is to refrain from clearing out any trees the first year. But there are several plants that you can immediately remove with a clear conscience. Start with greenbriar and poison ivy. Cut the vines off the trunks at ground level. You will be amazed at how this will open up your woods. Often it is all that needs to be done besides pruning out dead branches.

To protect your woods, fence off everything you didn’t have to cut down. Build your fence as far out as the drip line (the farthest reach of the branches), if possible. This may seem expensive and unnecessary to you, but take it from someone who has heard her share of horror stories from friends and clients—this is the only way to protect your trees from being attacked and ravaged by bullheaded bulldozer operators, erratic delivery trucks, stacks of lumber and piles of bricks, trash piles, concrete waste, dumped paint thinners, and so on.

Then, as your house is being built, observe and assess your woods. As the trees bloom and leaf out, identify them and mark with blue surveyor’s ribbon the ones you definitely want to keep. Add a yellow ribbon to the trees that need pruning to improve their shape.

It’s not a good idea to clear out all the trees that are under four-inch caliper (four inches in trunk diameter) on the theory that they’re just saplings. A two-inch-caliper rusty blackhaw viburnum is mature, and a four-incher is a fairly old tree. Flowering dogwoods, redbuds, and Mexican plum, as well as Eve’s necklace, hawthorns, and farkleberry, are most usually found in the four-inch-caliper or smaller stage. Hercules club is another small tree you might find. It has big thorns all up its trunks, and spines on its aromatic leaves. Hercules club provides prime bird food and is well worth leaving.

Old woods are naturally canopied at the top and more open underneath. The ground is heavily mulched with old leaves and rotting logs, with a scattered blooming understory. Invaders from Asia, such as mimosa, ailanthus, chinaberry, and tallow, are usually found only where the woods has been disturbed or at the edge of woods by the road where the environment is sunnier. Unless you are particularly fond of one of these specimens, I would remove all of them. You will end up with a better-balanced and higher quality woods if you do.

Now, on to the plan. The first thing you need to notice when you look at it is a lot of little irregularly shaped doughnuts. They represent existing shade trees. In this region, a good 50 percent or more will be post oaks. The rest will be other kinds of oaks, especially sand jack (bluejack) and blackjack, and a sprinkling of whatever regional hardwoods abound, such as winged elm and hickory. Eastern red cedar is also common, and in Post Oak Savannah, so are loblolly and shortleaf pines.

This plan assumes that the woods were left essentially as you found them. The treelike circles are understory trees—redbud and Mexican plum being appropriate anywhere post oaks grow, and flowering dogwood being usable in the Post Oak Savannah. If your lot was undisturbed when you bought it, these understory trees will probably already be present in adequate quantity. If your lot was cleared of understory before you bought it, you will need to add them. The tree shapes are spaced on this plan to give a big spring show both from the street and from the deck.

By the driveway and off the back patio are two other small trees—possumhaws, to brighten up a winter scene. They are carefully placed to catch good sun for a bountiful crop of red berries. Also in a sunny spot is the prairie flameleaf sumac, a small hardy tree that turns brilliant red in the fall. If you live in East Texas, use flameleaf sumac instead, as it is more shade-tolerant.

At its feet, in the sunniest place on the lot, is a meadow of little bluestem. Let this meadow extend as far into the woods as sunlight allows. In the Western Cross Timbers this meadow could extend over the whole lot. Little bluestem, the major grass to grow under post oaks, is a beautiful grass that is usually clumpy rather than turf-like in Texas. The stems are soft blue in summer and a rich tawny orange after frost. The seeds are white and fluffy and cling all winter, catching the light in lovely ways.

Among the clumps of bluestem grow a variety of wildflowers. Indian blanket, bluebonnets, diamond petal primrose, horsemint, lazy daisy, partridge pea, and eryngo grow well in all the post oak meadows and provide color from earliest spring to frost. In moister sites (or moister years) Indian paintbrush, black-eyed Susans, and bitterweed do well. Snow-on-the-prairie grows in Post Oak Savannah, and snow-on-the-mountain (which is prettier) in the Western Cross Timbers.

Mow your meadow once a year in February just before new growth begins. Do not mow it shorter than four inches, as you don’t want to harm the rosettes of the flowers or the clumps of little bluestem. If you have a short dry spring and the meadow looks ratty by June, you can also mow it then.

If you have an existing meadow, you will undoubtedly find grasses and flowers not listed here. Even if you install this exact meadow plan, in a few years (if not immediately) other annuals, biennials, and grasses are going to join what you planted. As long as they are attractive, enjoy them. Don’t even think about weeding this area, even though it is quite small, unless sandburs, beggar’s-ticks, or some other undesirables invade it and make walking in the area a nuisance. (For those of you who might be inexperienced with beggar’s-ticks, they’re vegetable, not animal. The “ticks” are actually the barbed seeds found on a pretty yellow daisy called bidens. After a one-second stroll through bidens after they’ve set seed, you can spend the next half hour picking the little barbed blankety-blanks off your clothes.)
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Gerald and Rosalie Cyrier chose this lot in the Eastern Cross Timbers for its beautiful woods. Post oaks predominate, with blackjack oak, American elm, Texas mulberry, and bois d’arcs. The luxuriant ground cover of Virginia creeper was there when the Cyriers started, and they were wise to keep it. I added subtle touches of typical understory—American beautyberry, yaupon holly, coralberry—up near the house. Photo by the authors.



Rural routes in post oak woods typically have bar ditches by the road. The ditches receive extra moisture, but the county mows them, so they remain a place for
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BLACKLANDS

Dallas, Fort Worth, Waco, Austin, San Antonio, Bryan—College Station (Greenville, La Grange, Paris, Sherman, Temple)
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Regional Description















Blacklands Plan

Lot Size: 160’ × 100’
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HILL COUNTRY

Austin, San Antonio (Del Rio, Fredericksburg, Kerrville, Killeen) Abilene, Dallas, Fort Worth, San Angelo, Waco, on escarpments
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Regional Description













Hill Country Plan

Lot Size: 120’ × 80’
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WEST TEXAS

Abilene, Wichita Falls, San Angelo, Midland—Odessa
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Regional Description
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West Texas Plan

Lot Size: 100’ × 150’
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HIGH PLAINS

Lubbock, Amarillo (Borger, Childress, Muleshoe, Pampa, Plainview)
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Regional Description













HIGH PLAINS PLAN

Lot Size: 80’ × 120’
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EL PASO

El Paso
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Regional Description












El Paso Plan

Lot Size: 125’ × 80’
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VALLEY

Brownsville, Laredo (Edinburg, Harlingen, McAllen, Raymondville)
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Regional Description
















Valley Plan

Lot Size: 120′ × 80′
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CORPUS CHRISTI

Corpus Christi, San Antonio (southern side) (Alice, Beeville, Kingsville, Victoria)
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Regional Description










Corpus Christi Plan

Lot Size: 80′ × 120′
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Sally Wasowski is a nationally respected landscape designer and consultant specializing in native plants and natural landscapes. A founding member and past president of the Native Plant Society of Texas, Sally has been hailed as one of the top gardeners in the South by Southern Living magazine. For eight years, Sally taught landscape design in Southern Methodist University’s School of Continuing Education.

Andy Wasowski is a freelance gardening and environmental writer and photographer. His work has appeared in Fine Gardening, Sunset, Sierra, The American Gardener, National Gardening, Time-Life Books, Texas Gardener, Neil Sperry’s Gardens, and Brooklyn Botanic Garden’s handbooks. Andy is also a commentator on National Public Radio’s “The Cultivated Gardener.”

Besides Native Texas Plants: Landscaping Region by Region, the Wasowskis have co-authored eight other books on native plants, including Native Texas Gardens: Maximum Beauty, Minimum Upkeep; The Landscaping Revolution; and Gardening with Prairie. Other books by the Wasowskis include Requiem for a Lawnmower, Gardening with Native Plants of the South, Native Landscaping from El Paso to L.A., and Building Inside Nature’s Envelope.

Frequent guest speakers before gardening and environmental groups, the Wasowskis have been honored for their work by numerous organizations including The American Horticultural Society and The Canadian Wildflower Society. They live outside Taos, New Mexico, with their cats, Felix and Fanny.
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City Region Type Description Plan
Abilene 1. Red Rolling Plains Red to tan sand or clay West Texas
Mesquite, flowers,
sand sagebrush
2. Callahan Divide Hilly, limestone Hill Country
(Edwards Plateau) Juniper, Texas red oak,
Mohr oak, live oak
Amarillo 1. High Plains Tan sand, clay, caliche, flat High Plains
Shortgrasses, yucca,
no trees, shrubs rare
2. Canadian Breaks Red sand, clay, broken High Plains
Sand sagebrush, aromatic
sumac, Havard oak
Austin 1. Edwards Plateau Limestone, caliche, hilly Hill Country
Ashe juniper, Texas red oak,
escarpment live oak
2. Blackland Prairies Dark clay Blackland
Pecan
3. Post Oak Savannah Tan sand Post Oak
Post oak
Beaumont 1. Upper Coastal Dark gumbo, poor drainage ~ Houston
Prairies Coastal live oak
2. Longleaf Pine Forest Tan sand, well drained Piney Woods
Longleaf pine
Brownsville 1. Lower Rio Grande Sand, poor drainage Valley
Valley Subtropical, brush
Bryan— 1. Post Oak Savannah Tan sand or clay Post Oak
College Station Post oak
2. Blackland Prairies Dark clay, acid Blackland
Pecan
Corpus Christi 1. Coastal Bend Black clay, poor drainage Corpus Christi
Prairies and Marshes ~ Retama, huisache
Dallas 1. Blackland Prairies Dark clay, alkaline Blackland
Pecan, tall trees
2. Escarpment Limestone, caliche, uplands ~ Hill Country
Ashe juniper, short trees
3. Eastern Cross Tan sand Post Oak
Timbers Post oak
El Paso 1. Chihuahuan Desert Sand, dry El Paso
Creosote brush,
pink plains penstemon
2. Franklin Mountains Igneous or sandy El Paso or Mountain
Sotol, goldeneye Garden
Fort Worth 1. Grand Prairie Gray clay, alkaline Blackland or Hill
Live oak, Texas ash, Country

Ashe juniper
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