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Author’s Note

Information included on the following pages regarding the lineage of Cannabis strains is reported with as much certainty as is possible in this elusive field of marijuana genealogy. Even the simple question, Where does a strain come from? is tricky since its answer totally depends on how far you wish to look back. When you really get down to it, all marijuana is descendant from the one original strain that God blessed us with, believed to have originated many millennia ago somewhere in Central Asia or India. But through thousands of years of natural selection and human intervention, Cannabis has evolved into a truly infinite number of varieties. The question is similar to asking a person where they are from. What is really being asked here? Where were they born? Where is the last place they lived for a long time? Where do they live now? Where are their ancestors from? For example, Blueberry consists of strains from Thailand and Afghanistan but it is now generally associated with the Pacific Northwest, where it was bred; more and more, Blueberry is also being associated with Amsterdam, where seeds are sold by Dutch Passion Seed Company. In general, it is safe to assume that if you are looking at an indica, it comes from Afghanistan, or close to it. As far as sativas go, they can be from literally anywhere else. Mostly what’s seen today are hybrids containing genes from both the indica and sativa gene pools. So, unless otherwise stated, information regarding where a strain is “from” indicates the area that the strain is generally associated with now.
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	This book is dedicated to the Cannabis breeders of the world, who continually risk their freedom to create the myriad strains of Cannabis that we all love so much. Thank You!
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Preface

IT’S 6 A.M. and the sound of roosters awakens me from my restful sleep. The pakalolo—Hawaiian for “crazy weed”—we smoked last night was so strong that I still feel stoned. After a breakfast of fresh coconuts and mangoes, I roll up a fatty of Swahili—a pure sativa from Africa—to complete my wake-and-bake ceremony. (Swahili is my favorite morning bud, for it provides a soaring and energetic high that never burns out.) I’m in the Puna District of Hawaii, and today I will be climbing to the top of fifty-foot-tall rainforest trees, strapped with forty pounds of fragile camera equipment, to photograph the legendary Puna Blueberry. After hearing of my project, the kind and trusting grower has agreed to take me to the trees to photograph his magnificent crop. After about a mile of hiking through mosquito-infested jungle, we finally reach the location. I am asked to look up and try to spot the plants. A careful scan of the rainforest canopy from below reveals nothing. “Exactly my point,” says the grower, as he removes his sandals for the climb up. I feel the tree; it’s wet and very slippery, even for a rainforest. “Seems kind of dangerous, wouldn’t you say?” I ask. No answer. My guide, loaded with four gallons of water, scurries up the wet tree like a cat being chased. I make one last check of my gear, grab a wet branch, and start climbing.

After twenty feet or so, my heart is pounding so hard that I can hear it as I grab yet another branch. The tree is extremely slippery, but through sheer determination to live, not damage my gear, and most importantly, smoke some Blueberry, I make it to the top. Helicopters can be heard in three different directions, so we stay hidden in the canopy for a few minutes. I can already smell the sweet blue fragrance of the fabled Blueberry, one of my favorite strains for many years now. When the coast is clear, we pop our heads up into the canopy to be greeted by ten beautiful “ladies” soaking up the hot, tropical sunlight. One squeeze reveals that this is the real Blueberry strain, a creation of breeder DJ Short.
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Many factors influenced my decision to write this book. First and foremost, I realized that for almost every other plant on earth, there are books documenting the numerous varieties with color photographs and descriptions. Why, I wondered, isn’t there a book like this for our favorite plant? I was more disturbed when I considered the diversity of the species in question. Cannabis grows in every imaginable shade of color, with infinite shapes, flavors, aromas, and effects. I have tasted more flavors in marijuana than in food. This amazing plant needed to be seen in all its glory. And urgently, because many of today’s Cannabis strains may soon be extinct. Thus I decided to dedicate my life to properly documenting (and sampling) the world’s finest Cannabis strains.

I packed my stuff and left the lovely island paradise of Kauai, Hawaii, that I called home at the time. In California, I collected all the necessary equipment for the job—a Canon EOS camera with a ringlight, several professional-quality lenses, a high-powered trinocular microscope, a 150-watt fiber-optic illuminator—and set on my way. I wanted to learn photomicrography (microscope photography). This was a serious challenge, as there was no school within 1,000 miles. So, I bought my first microscope and learned the hard way. Cannabis is extremely difficult to photograph under the microscope because of its three-dimensionality. The depth of field with a microscope is incredibly short, a fact that usually goes unnoticed because most microscope specimens are sliced thin on a slide, thus being virtually two-dimensional. This simply wouldn’t work with Cannabis; squished onto a slide, the resin glands explode, and it’s not very pretty. Eventually I had special optics designed for my microscope to increase the depth of field. Five hundred rolls of film and nearly five years later, I am on my fifth microscope and this one works beautifully.

In the five years since I began this project, it seems to have snowballed into an entire career. Phone calls, letters, and e-mails started coming from magazines and galleries around the world, requesting articles, art, and photography—all on the subject of Cannabis. I was more than happy to oblige, and began writing and taking photographs for several cannabis magazines including Cannabis Culture. I designed two cannabis-related clothing lines and created an “Exotic Marijuana” poster. These were all blessings that helped me get by while I traveled the globe, hunting down every type of marijuana to be found.

In the first two years, I photographed well over a thousand marijuana strains from all around the world. The problem was that less than two hundred were identifiable and believable in their reported lineage. Where a strain is from, where a particular sample is grown, and where the sample was obtained are often completely different factors. After four years, my list approached 1,500 strains with reputable information on approximately 250. These strains were consistently recognizable, meaning identifiable no matter where or by whom they were grown. The Cannabible focuses on these 250 varieties. I found them in North America, including Hawaii and Canada, and Europe—with a major emphasis on Amsterdam—the epicenters for the finest cannabis in the world.

Due to the illegality of marijuana, it was often very difficult, if not impossible, to ascertain complete information about all of the strains documented within the pages of this book. For example, let’s say I came across a sample called Asian Fantasy. After questioning the dealer, I found out that this is the name he assigned to it for selling purposes. The guy he gets it from, the grower, calls it Triple A. Further questioning reveals that this grower’s source, a man who has had the strain for over twenty years, calls it Cambodian #8. One can only guess what the natives in Cambodia call this strain.

I photographed marijuana everywhere from Amsterdam coffee shops to school buses, from Cannabis Buyers Clubs to the inside of a volcanic crater. These are the strains whose information I believe is accurate or that were just so beautiful I wanted to share them. I have worked diligently to get correct and current information, consulting breeders, growers, seed companies, smokers, and anyone else who seemed credible. And yet I often received conflicting stories about the different varieties, even from the most knowledgeable experts on the subject. I have sifted through this information and hereby present what I believe to be the most accurate strain descriptions anywhere. If you have more complete information on any of these plants, please e-mail me at cannabible@hotmail.com so I can include it in the next edition of The Cannabible. Also, despite massive efforts, I was not able to include scratch and sniffs in the book. Maybe next year. Happy drooling!
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