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      Foreword
 by Harold Evans

      
      Hugo Young was deceptive. This is not to say he was deceitful: he was incapable of artifice. On first meeting him, many people
         – including me – got the wrong impression because his convictions and indeed his passions were subordinate to his modesty
         and forbearance. Reading this book with its historically important record of political leaders speaking with unbridled candour,
         I’m reminded of how I misread him in 1966.
      

      I’d just joined the Sunday Times, supposedly being groomed to be managing editor, but in those early days very much the new boy from a provincial editorship,
         finding my way round the leading national newspaper of the day. On my first Thursday morning, I was invited to go along to
         the office of the deputy editor, William Rees‐Mogg, for the leader writers’ conference designed to decide the paper’s attitude
         to some policy emerging from the rather frantic last days of Harold Wilson’s Labour government, holding on with a majority
         of only 4.
      

      The Sunday Times’s editor, Denis Hamilton, took no part in setting political policy: his trust in Rees‐Mogg was total. I found the ‘conference’
         consisted only of Rees‐Mogg and Hugo, doubling as social‐services correspondent and leader writer. He was a fresh‐faced 28,
         another provincial newcomer, almost as new to the paper as I was. Rees‐Mogg was a supremely confident columnist of ﬂuency
         and wit, his reputation already made. Hugo, tall, bespectacled and reticent, looked like a head prefect, and in William’s
         presence then had the deferential manner of one summoned to the beak’s office. Both he and William were Roman Catholics, and
         I presumed that the absence of any cut and thrust that morning was in part because they shared a common faith; they were both
         of the liberal centre.
      

      Hugo’s manner gave no inkling of how he would translate such consensus as emerged into an editorial. The two qualities that
         took me by surprise when I read this leader and others from future meetings of the three of us was how faithfully he reﬂected
         the nuances of a discussion, but yet how forceful he was in expressing a conclusion. Rather rambling exchanges between us
         on the pros and cons of allowing television into Parliament or the minutiae of negotiations with the rebellious white foreword
         by harold evans government of Rhodesia or the falsification of a Hansard record or the hardy perennial of a prices‐and‐incomes policy were
         transmuted into crystal‐sharp statements of policy in direct, vigorous English. How could a head prefect write with the authority
         of a High Court judge?
      

      It was the same in all the fourteen years we worked together after I became editor of the paper in 1967. With Hugo as chief
         leader writer, I changed the way editorials were written. I had confidence in him, but wanted to draw more on the special
         knowledge of the experienced section editors, so I created and chaired an editorial conference of eight to supplant the troika,
         including a former editor, Harry Hodson, provost of Ditchley, Oxford; Frank Giles, deputy editor and foreign editor; and John
         Whale, religious‐affairs editor and our expert on Northern Ireland. Hugo was surrounded – and not at all fazed. Peter Wilsher,
         the business editor, Ronald Butt, the political editor and columnist, and Eric Jacobs, the labour editor, were far more trenchant
         than Hugo in expressing their points of view, all speaking from their own positions of special knowledge.
      

      These sessions were often disputatious on issues like trade‐union law, immigration, the ill‐treatment of prisoners in Northern
         Ireland, and especially the impropriety of the paper printing details of Cabinet meetings from the Crossman diaries. Hugo
         did not hold forth much and never ﬂared up. He more often asked questions, mildly, propelled by a genuine curiosity rather
         than aggressive questions to expose the idiocy of the speaker. He wanted to know not so much what someone thought as why he
         thought it, even on the hot issue of the performance of the English cricket team. He didn’t write all the editorials – John
         Whale, Frank Giles and I wrote a fair number – but I admired Hugo’s distinctive style and integrity so much I invited him
         to write a weekly political column while continuing to share the editorial writing.
      

      This made Hugo very nervous. He didn’t want to upset Ronald Butt, whose regular column on the leader page I intended to retain.
         I assured him that Butt’s column was safe and they approached politics from different perspectives. Then Hugo worried whether
         week after week he could maintain the relevance and readability of a personal column. Of course he soon proved he could. His
         style of informed reasoned vigour won him ever‐increasing acclaim when he moved to The Guardian five years later, shortly after Rupert Murdoch took over Times Newspapers.
      

      The reasons why his columns attracted a wide following were, I think, four: his fidelity to his values, his command of the
         language, his judgement of character, and his deep research. He had an absorptive memory. I never saw him take a single surreptitious
         note in group lunches at the Sunday Times with prime ministers, Chancellors, Foreign Secretaries and foreword by harold evans distinguished visitors; sight of a pencil and paper and they’d have clammed up right away.
      

      We respected the confidences we’d promised – a point of honour to all of us – but Hugo made notes afterwards. Occasionally
         he’d share them with his colleagues, but rarely did anyone see the notes he made after his private meetings and which form
         the bulk of this volume. They are astounding. They put readers at the centre of things. We see the way politics – and the
         courts – really works, how individuals of varied temperament and status reconcile public duty and private ambition – or fail
         to. Unlike some diaries which are all gossip (Chips Channon) or intrigue (Woodrow Wyatt), Hugo’s have an extraordinary combination
         of detached observation with acute perception of both the character of his interviewee and the intellectual context. The notes
         were the bedrock of the opinions in his columns, and the source of their major inﬂuence.
      

      Hugo got so much out of these encounters because he put so much into them. He prepared as if for a finals examination. It
         was a relief to people in political life to talk to someone who thoroughly understood the complexities and the jousting personalities
         they wrestled with; who knew, also, that Hugo Young was a man without malice who would not betray them. In one of his diary
         entries (12 April 1981), Tony Benn, who was not, shall we say, an admirer of the Sunday Times, wrote, ‘I must say Hugo Young had played it quite squarely. He had taken a lot of trouble, had let me check the quotes,
         and his own assessment wasn’t really obtrusive and a lot of the argument got across.’
      

      Hugo’s name came to open many doors closed to other reporters; he had exceptional access to a number of senior civil servants
         and judges. He established the same rapport in the major interviews he did for the paper when I asked him to join one of our
         major group‐reporting exercises, as he did with Insight in the Philby investigation and with other reporters writing on the
         moon landing and the Zinoviev Letter forgery.
      

      When they surveyed the accumulated treasures of Hugo’s notes and letters, his widow, Lucy, and the trustees of his literary
         estate were acutely aware of the ethical constraints in publishing discussions undertaken in the expectation of anonymity.
         As a trustee of the estate but not an employee of The Guardian, I can speak to the conscientious way its staff went about securing approval for the publication of selections from these
         once private notes. All involved, it seems to me, have cooperated to produce a book that is at once informative and entertaining,
         and a public service – very much in the tradition of Hugo’s columns.
      

   

      
      
      Foreword
 by Alan Rusbridger

      
      On 21 July 1997, Tony Blair, Hugo Young and I met for tea in the garden of Number 10. The Prime Minister was reasonably assiduous
         in talking things over with columnists and editors – I sense he preferred the former to the latter – and on this day we chatted
         over tea and biscuits in the summer sun for ninety minutes or so.
      

      A couple of days later an immaculate record of the meeting arrived in the post from Hugo. He had taken no notes at all during
         the conversation – but here it was in perfect summary. It was the first time I appreciated this particular facet of Hugo’s
         distinction as a political columnist. He was first and foremost a reporter: he believed in finding things out and cross‐checking
         them before he wrote about them. He never lost his appetite for the basic job of asking questions and recording answers. I
         had often seen him asking penetrating questions – questions that hinted at the quality of his mind, his reading, accumulated
         knowledge and intellect. This was the first time I had seen how he systematically noted and ordered his reporting. (Had I
         been as assiduous a note‐taker as Hugo, I would have recorded the day on which the controversial businessman Sir Gerald Ronson
         sat himself down in my office and delivered himself of the aphorism ‘Opinions are like arse holes. Everyone has one.’ As a
         proposition on journalism, this was hard to argue with.) If Hugo had simply been an opinionated stylist he would not have
         been revered as he was. Much rarer are the commentators who also report. Hugo was not afraid to express pungent opinions,
         but he believed in putting in the hours before he put pen to paper. As this book suggests, his columns were like icebergs.
         Readers saw a sunlit tip of crystal argument. They may have guessed, but they never truly knew or saw, what lay beneath.
      

      Hugo died a working journalist. His last column was filed a few days before he died. A couple of weeks before the end he’d
         lain on his four‐poster bed in Christchurch Hill, Hampstead, reading a handwritten letter from the Prime Minister passionately
         defending his position on Iraq. He was surprised – perhaps a little ﬂattered – to think that the PM cared enough about his
         repeated attacks to engage in written correspondence. Not that it changed his mind.
      

      He left that letter behind, together with all his papers – more than thirty years of meticulous notes of lunches, phone calls,
         meetings in which the great players of the age had discussed politics, the law, government, religion and culture with him.
         Any policeman or lawyer will tell you of the value of contemporaneous notes. Historians of modern British politics would have
         formed an orderly queue around the block from Christchurch Hill for access to those files.
      

      After Hugo’s death on 22 September 2003, his executors were faced with a dilemma. Most of the conversations with Hugo were
         off the record. One option would have been to destroy the papers. That is the preference of one veteran political journalist
         I know, who over the years has accumulated his own attic full of notes and diaries of meetings with the great and powerful.
         On his death, his wife has firm instructions to burn the lot. Hugo’s stated preference was for his papers to be preserved
         and made available to scholars. But he gave no clear instructions about the circumstances, or timescale, under which they
         could be used.
      

      In 2006 a small group of his family and friends met to resolve the issue. It would have been unthinkable either to have destroyed
         Hugo’s papers or to have placed them immediately in the public domain. The papers themselves were taken to the Guardian archive – established with Hugo’s enthusiastic support – where they were logged and indexed. A decision was taken to publish
         extracts from the papers so long as we traced every living participant in the off‐the‐record conversations and they gave permission.
      

      Modern‐day politics operates in an uncertain twilight domain of not quite public, not quite private. Since Richard Crossman
         and Tony Benn, there has been a torrent of diaries from people in British public life. Outgoing prime ministers rush into
         print with their memoirs. Diplomats spill beans; private secretaries tell out‐of‐school tales.
      

      Time frames also have become compressed: where once it was considered officially decent to wait thirty years before opening
         the filing cabinets to public scrutiny, the main players themselves now rush to do deals with publishers before their market
         – or simple curiosity – value fades. The Blair government alone has already been chronicled by a swarm of the participants
         – political, diplomatic and mandarin. Robin Cook, Mo Mowlam, Clare Short, Alastair Campbell, David Blunkett, Jonathan Powell,
         Christopher Meyer, Cherie Booth, Giles Radice, John Prescott are among those who have published inside accounts of Blair’s
         time in power – and Blair himself is working on his own version. Margaret Thatcher, John Major, Kenneth Clarke, Nigel Lawson,
         Paddy Ashdown, Menzies Campbell and a host of others have contributed to a small library of memoirs of life in government
         and opposition.
      

      Freedom of Information legislation now allows journalists more or less immediately to prise open some doorways into public
         life that were previously sealed for decades. Today, even the thirty‐year rule that once delayed the release of the vast bulk
         of public documents is being reviewed – having been made to look increasingly archaic by FoI and the lucrative trade in political
         memoirs.
      

      But where does this new freedom for politicians and their associates to tell all leave journalists? Every day of the year
         – probably every hour of every day – politicians tell journalists things on a variety of terms: things that are ‘unattributable’,
         or on ‘lobby terms’ or ‘for deep background’, or ‘off the record’, or ‘for guidance only’, or on ‘Chatham House rules’. Their
         motives may be mixed – from misleading and spinning via persuasion and advocacy to informing and enlightening.
      

      Most journalism is about the here and now – telling readers as much as possible about the events of the day or week – and
         most journalists appreciate the trade‐off whereby they can often get the reader closer to what is actually happening if they
         disguise or conceal their sources. Some of them (and not a few readers), however, nurse anxieties about the amount of information
         which is not above board and cleanly attributable. Some journalists are better than others at keeping records of, or even
         remembering, the daily interactions and conversations which inform their work. But a journalist who does keep a meticulous
         record of who unattributably said what at a particular moment thereby creates an archive of information of potential journalistic
         and historical significance. Where that journalist is a figure of Hugo’s distinction and access, the archive grows into something
         genuinely important.
      

      It’s fair to say that a small number of Hugo’s former confidants and interlocutors thought that his papers should be kept
         under lock and key for a very long period indeed. Some considered their dealings with Hugo to have been so private that they
         should never be made public: that a fundamental accord between politicians and the Fourth Estate would be broken if the former
         believed that their off‐the‐record conversations would ever be published.
      

      The overwhelming majority of those we contacted were, however, perfectly relaxed about the thought of publication, though
         they sometimes asked for minor passages to be excised. ‘It was off the record at the time,’ a distinguished former Cabinet
         minister rang me to say, ‘but I’m happy for it to be published now. But can you take out one sentence about X? I stand by
         it, but he is currently very unwell and I have no wish to add to his family’s unhappiness at the moment.’
      

      Many were surprised that Hugo had taken such care over recording what were often long‐forgotten exchanges, but several declared
         themselves ‘fascinated’ to be reminded of them, while others remarked on the ‘excellent record’ he’d produced. Some had quibbles
         about minor uses of language (‘I think Hugo was paraphrasing what I said’) or small details of fact. But most of those who
         lunched with, talked to or confided in Hugo were pleased that these exchanges should now be published, and some even offered
         their help in decoding cryptic abbreviations in his notes. One foreign diplomat went to far as to say he was ‘honoured and
         touched’ to see his conversation with Hugo included in the book, while another gave me his approval by declaring this ‘a splendid
         undertaking’, adding that ‘Hugo was indeed one of the finest, most astute and most honourable journalists to grace the pages
         of a British newspaper.’
      

      There are precedents. All of C. P. Scott’s diaries, letters and notes have been in the public domain for decades now. Anyone
         can read his records of encounters and his correspondence with Lloyd George, Kerensky, Churchill, Woodrow Wilson, Lord Curzon,
         Lord Smuts, Ramsay Mac‐Donald. The editor of his papers, Trevor Wilson, wrote of them, ‘They are an account of what, during
         his periodic visits to the south, he learned about the affairs of state. Thus, their chief interest lies in what they reveal
         about the decisions that were being taken at the top and the men who were taking the decisions.’ Similarly Alastair Hetherington,
         editor of The Guardian between 1956 and 1975, bequeathed all his papers to the London School of Economics. There you can read records of his many
         private conversations with statesmen including Hugh Gaitskell, Jim Callaghan, Jo Grimond, Edward Heath, Harold Macmillan,
         Presidents Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon, Henry Kissinger, Indira Gandhi, Robert McNamara, Le Ngoc Chan, Bill Bundy and Dean
         Rusk.
      

      Hetherington’s diaries reveal that he had 99 deeply off‐the‐record meetings with Harold Wilson, 54 of them during Wilson’s
         premiership. Many of them took place with no one else in the room. Wilson talked about the major issues of the day, including
         Rhodesia, Vietnam, Profumo, the Middle East, nuclear defence, the press, the timing of general elections, economic and monetary
         policy, and future Cabinet appointments. An interesting doctoral thesis remains to be written comparing these exchanges between
         a prime minister and a leading editor both with the public pronouncements and policy of the former and with the coverage of
         that ‘official’ story by the latter.
      

      Political memoirs are necessarily written with hindsight. Some politicians feel liberated to be a good deal franker in retrospect
         than they were able to be at the time. The value of Hugo’s papers is that we do frequently glimpse what they thought at the
         time: what was happening behind the scenes, or what they thought was happening. That might be quite a different thing from
         the contemporary narrative of events that was publicly available, or from the narrative subsequently constructed by politicians with half an eye on history.
      

      Besides this, the book contains a lesson for all aspiring, and actually practising, journalists in seeing how a great political
         writer and reporter such as Hugo worked. The painstaking making of notes and recording of meetings and conversations helped
         Hugo become the formidable commentator he was. How many of us wish that we could recall people or moments or utterances that
         may have seemed unimportant at the time but which later assume great significance? These notes were Hugo’s hard disk.
      

      At some point in the future it is The Guardian’s intention, and that of Hugo’s family, to make all his papers available for scholars, just as Scott’s and Hetherington’s
         have been. Collectively they make the case for the eternal value of reporting. The Guardian’s centenary history claims that Peterloo, as recorded by the Manchester Guardian’s founder, John Edward Taylor, marks ‘the debut of the reporter in English public life’. Hugo’s work stands superbly in that
         tradition.
      

   

      
      
      Introduction

      
      Hugo Young is already considered one of the more remarkable political journalists of his time. His columns, first in the Sunday Times and then for nearly two decades in The Guardian, illuminated our understanding of the political scene. Just how he accumulated the knowledge on which his writing was scrupulously
         based is revealed in this book.
      

      Before the age of electronic recording devices, reporters relied on their note‐taking abilities and their memories. Most journalists
         who trained on provincial newspapers learned shorthand (usually Pitman’s). But as, increasingly, it became possible to thrust
         a pocket‐sized, handheld recording device in front of a speaker, Pitman’s ceased to be a vital part of a journalist’s armoury.
      

      Hugo needed no such devices. In their place he relied solely on a phenomenal memory (not dissimilar to that of The Observer’s Kenneth Harris, who a few years before managed to reconstruct and publish interviews in a question‐and‐answer form). This
         had the benefit that his contacts never felt ill at ease at the sight of their host scribbling notes or checking that the
         tape was still running. Liz Forgan, whose connection with The Guardian began as women’s editor, believes that ‘Powerful people trusted him because he was of their clan, socially, intellectually
         and emotionally, but he was a better version of themselves. Less grubby, less ambitious, more dignified, less needy.’
      

      His first interviewee, Douglas Hurd, remembers, ‘His success was partly achieved by creating a conversation between two people
         roughly equal in status and knowledge, which is not compatible with note‐taking. The records must have been made immediately
         afterwards. His own preconception sometimes appeared, as is natural in a conversation between equals, but never in a way which
         interrupted the even ﬂow of discourse. He did not distort what he heard. The conversation was a pleasure in itself, which
         is why it was easy to accept the next invitation.’ Hugo’s fine memory also allowed him later to entertain his contacts at
         the Garrick Club (to which he had been elected in 1984), which forbids the use of notebooks or recording devices.
      

      Douglas Hurd was right in his surmise. Once lunch was over, Hugo would sit down at a keyboard and type up what was said at the meeting. (Some of his subjects have been surprised to learn
         that he kept such detailed accounts.) Although these notes – never intended as verbatim minutes – were inevitably weighted
         towards those parts of the conversation that most interested Hugo, their accuracy was rarely questioned. In later years, when
         married to Lucy, his second wife, she recalled that on his return home after these lunches she ‘would greet him often in the
         hall. He would smile and say, ‘‘Wait, darling, let me write down my notes,’’ and from his office would stream the most rapid‐fire
         typing sounds imaginable – ten minutes’ worth? Then a smiling Hugo would appear to say hello. I am convinced after hearing
         the beautiful collection of sentences he spoke in the days before he died that he wrote by chasing his thoughts. It was almost
         trancelike his method.’
      

      Emily, one of Hugo’s three daughters, recalls: ‘Our father’s study was definitely his private domain, a careful system that
         might have looked like chaos to the outside eye.’ Victoria, another daughter, says the study had originally been a bedroom
         (of the third daughter, Cecily) and ‘sometime in the early eighties she and Dominic [the sole Young son] laboriously painted
         a massive rainbow on one wall. When it became his study, and was redecorated in nice neutral shades, he instructed the builders
         to paint around the rainbow – so it was still there all those years later.’ Helen, his first wife, was a journalist by training.
         ‘He always showed our mother everything he wrote before he sent it off, for her opinion on it,’ Emily recalls. She remembers
         too, ‘His intense concentration when working’, and that ‘somehow he managed to filter out the chaos of family life happening
         loudly outside his study door.’ Mealtimes were the scene of ‘regular heated family debates about lots of different subjects
         – politics, TV, why things were the way they were, how they should be.’
      

      When these interviews began, in 1969, Hugo and Helen had been married three years and he was a leader writer at the Sunday Times. Thus meetings with the likes of Douglas Hurd – in 1969 private secretary to the Leader of the Opposition Edward Heath –
         helped ensure that his writing for the paper was well informed. In pronouncing on the issues of the day in the name of the
         Sunday Times, Hugo followed the dictum of C. P. Scott about comments being free and facts being sacred. Who would have guessed that his
         connection with the legacy of Scott, proprietor and editor of the Manchester Guardian, would have formal links two decades later?1

      In his first decade in London he felt his way. Born on 13 October 1938 in Yorkshire with an inborn enthusiasm for Yorkshire cricket, he was educated at Ampleforth and read jurisprudence at
         Oxford. (The law remained a lifelong interest.) At twenty‐three he had a spell learning the journalistic trade on the Yorkshire Post before spending two years in the United States first as a Harkness and later as a US Congressional fellow. He returned to
         Britain in 1965. When Harold Evans, a fellow northerner, who had made his reputation editing the Northern Echo, succeeded Denis Hamilton as editor of the Sunday Times in 1967 Hugo had been on the paper for almost two years. Evans used Hugo in a variety of roles, although officially he was
         chief leader writer, to which was added the role of political editor in 1973. The paper’s decision in 1976 to reconstruct
         the events leading up to the ‘Who Rules Britain?’ general election in February 1974 gave Hugo and his colleague Stephen Fay
         the excuse and the opportunity to interview over a short period of time a range of politicians of all political persuasions.
         A few months later he and Stephen Fay collaborated again when sterling was once again in crisis. Fay remembers Hugo’s typed‐up
         notes, which were essential when colleagues were working together and needed to know what the other had discovered. Several
         of those whom Hugo met in these investigations became regular contacts in the future. Soon he began filing accounts of his
         interviews year by year. ‘Will memoirs one day beckon?’ he mused at one point.
      

      As will be seen from this book, Hugo’s note‐taking gradually developed a style of its own. Some journalists and columnists
         make a brief record of an encounter – perhaps a few key words to remind them of what was said. Hugo’s typed‐up accounts became
         narratives, and as his confidence and knowledge of his subject grew so he added his own reactions, his opinions, and often
         his views on the individual he was interviewing. He was not always ﬂattering – indeed, he could be withering in his comments:
         he described one official as ‘a parody of a certain kind of civil servant: gawky, pompously orotund, trying to be agreeable
         but retreating into shell at the slightest excuse, repetitive; fingertips coming together, much throat‐clearing, a tendency
         to add one more point – which turned out to be indistinguishable from points already made. I had the feeling that he hadn’t
         talked to many journalists, that this was a bold new departure for him – but he was very determined to retain control.’
      

      Hugo saw from the beginning that his job was not only to uncover what was really going on in government and in the opposition
         parties, but also to identify where political opinion and political PR (what would become known as ‘spin’) did not always
         agree with the facts of the matter. His was a role that was perfectly in tune with newspaper developments of the time.
      

      As Hugo himself noted,1 when he first read newspapers, in the 1950s, there were no political columnists. This might have had something to do with
         the continuing post‐war paper shortage, which meant that the Sunday Times of the period was often restricted to fewer than twenty pages. But by the mid‐1960s, with newsprint more widely available,
         the signed column was beginning to emerge, giving the columnist ‘an oracular authority no journalist deserves’. William Rees‐Mogg,
         later editor of The Times, made his reputation then as the Sunday Times’s only named political voice. Indeed, when Rees‐Mogg wrote in 1966 that it was time for Sir Alec Douglas‐Home to resign as
         leader of the Conservative Party, Home was, Young wrote, ‘positively sheepish in his subservience to the prophetic word’.
         The political column quickly proliferated. In 2003 Hugo mentioned someone who was compiling a list of all the national newspaper
         columnists to whom Downing Street might want to get a political message across; with the job incomplete, he had already reached
         a figure of 221. As Hugo observed, however, the greater the number of columnists, the less the inﬂuence of any single one.
      

      By the 1970s, several figures had become key, among them Peter Jenkins, political columnist and policy editor of The Guardian, and Hugo himself, who began a column in the Sunday Times called Inside Politics. With the liberal‐minded Sunday Times under Harold Evans far outselling its broadsheet rivals, the inﬂuence of Inside Politics was quickly felt. However, when
         Rupert Murdoch acquired Times Newspapers in 1981 it did not take long for the Sunday Times to shift to the political right. Hugo felt increasingly uncomfortable. In 1982 Murdoch engineered his displacement as joint
         deputy editor. Meanwhile Peter Preston, editor of The Guardian, had been stalking Young as a columnist.2 It took two years, but the moment arrived in spring 1984 when Hugo and the Sunday Times parted company. Hugo moved to The Guardian, and not long after Peter Jenkins, having spent twenty‐seven years with The Guardian, went to the Sunday Times as its political columnist. For the next eighteen years Hugo would inform his readers on The Guardian twice weekly. It was never a burden. As he wrote in 2003, ‘I enjoy every column day that comes around.’
      

      To Hugo, most journalism had only a transitory value, much of a columnist’s work being written for the next day’s paper. He
         even questioned the prestige given to named columnists, noting that, while ‘reporting is the bedrock of journalism, columns seem more like the shifting sands of tide and fashion: undisciplined, unreliable
         and possibly, in the basic scheme of things, unnecessary’. As a columnist of many years standing, he decided that his role
         was one of ‘explanation rather than persuasion’. He believed that the ‘columnist should try for scoops of fact, but may more
         readily discover scoops of interpretation’. His own reporting, he felt, came through ‘a distinctive prism’. Power and how
         it gets managed by the power brokers and the powerful had rarely been discussed openly. Hugo showed no such inhibition.
      

      He quickly realized that he did not see sounding off as a primary purpose (although useful on occasion); rather he wished
         to ‘convey some more or less important truths about present moods and future probabilities as seen by the actors in the political
         game’. He never bragged about the inﬂuence of his column, although, as he put it aptly, ‘I’m happy to bask in the milieu that
         just occasionally says otherwise.’ Those who bent his ear, and gave him insights and exclusive information in the hope that
         his column would reﬂect their policies and their thinking found that Hugo was not malleable. He was fastidious on that point:
         as he wrote, ‘I don’t see myself as a player, more as a watcher, a finder‐out, a discloser, an alerter, a reporter.’
      

      Hugo did, however, lend his weight to causes in which he believed, not least civil liberties, and felt that occasionally he
         had ‘helped push the boulder back up the hill, shaming legislators into moving in directions the government did not want’.
         He did express views, too, on wider issues, supporting two wars, in the Gulf and the Balkans, although on Iraq he was ‘an
         early dissenter’.
      

      Liz Forgan recalls:

      We needed an unassailable champion for Channel 4’s plan in the 1980s to publish a long interview with a serving MI5 officer,
         Cathy Massiter. This brave woman, in breach of the Official Secrets Act, revealed systematic abuses by her colleagues including
         the bugging of trade unionists and leading civil‐liberties campaigners, among them Harriet Harman and Patricia Hewitt, later
         to become Cabinet ministers. Hugo, who for all his magisterial qualities had a radical soul, was outraged and instantly agreed
         – at great risk to his reputation and to important relationships – to front the programmes.
      

      For much of his professional life Hugo mused on the essential conundrum of his trade: how should he and politicians relate
         to each other? Politicians increasingly needed Hugo – as became clear following the death of the Labour leader John Smith
         and the emergence of Tony Blair and his New Labour cohorts. His contacts were now telephoning him. But gaining inside knowledge
         worried Hugo: even though, he wrote, the columnist ‘owes it to readers to know as much as he can conceivably find out’, his audience also needed ‘to rely on us being
         outsiders, ultimately’.
      

      Hugo’s fascination with power was intense but quite narrow. Liz Forgan thinks that ‘He never really got to grips with the
         women’s movement or the emerging politics of race, but it would have been very easy to imagine him as an ambassador, a private
         secretary or a government minister (not true of many journalists). He loved those worlds – in those days still quite academic,
         quite upper class, very male – and he was completely at ease in them.’
      

      As for Hugo’s own political persuasion, that was a case of mind your own business. He never went further than admitting to
         being a liberal with a lower case ‘l’. He was interested in the judiciary, and persuaded many a judge to talk to a journalist
         for the first time (he was the only journalist on the Sunday Times with a law degree). And he observed that ‘Home Office issues – immigration, Freedom of Information, abuse of police power
         – are a category that puts all governments under the jaundiced eye of a liberal journalist.’
      

      Most conversations were for background use, to ensure that his columns were well informed. Sometimes he was asked to withhold
         a specific piece of information or not to give any clue as to its source, but those he saw knew from the beginning that Hugo
         was a journalist: they knew why they were meeting, and that his intention was always to produce as knowlegeable a piece as
         possible. In a conversation with Alastair Campbell (in January 1998), he stressed that what he wrote would not in any way
         be seen as coming from Downing Street. ‘It would just seep into my consciousness and seep out again as my wisdom.’
      

      Throughout his career, most of Hugo’s writing was about British politics, although this increasingly included Europe, but
         he was probably the only political commentator (rather than diplomatic specialist) to court ambassadors and embassy staff
         on a regular basis, in order to gain a less chauvinistic understanding of the issues. If some subjects appear to be ignored,
         or at best merely touched upon, remember that many matters that bulked large in Hugo’s lifetime – Aids, Vietnam, sexual scandal
         in high places, politicians at the Old Bailey, foot‐and‐mouth disease, the conversion to decimal currency, and so on – might
         be political issues, but they seldom required much off‐the‐record briefing. Given his two years in the United States in the
         1960s, it is surprising that he did not write more about American affairs before Clinton, but wars and the events that followed
         9/11 changed that. And a development in his personal life was inﬂuential. Following the death of Helen in 1989,in 1990 he
         married an American artist, Lucy Waring. Although their base was London, they also spent holidays in the USA.
      

      

      Lucy was an enormous support to him when cancer first struck. He continued working; indeed, even in the final year his interest
         in the world of politics never dimmed. He was writing until the end came, on 22 September 2003. The tributes to his qualities
         from all quarters, all political colours, were huge and heartfelt, and are referred to in the pieces by his editors included
         in this book.
      

      Editing Hugo’s notes into book form has been instructive. Although he and I first met more than forty years ago, it is only
         now, in reading the material he left behind, that I realize just how well informed he was and how widely read. I hadn’t appreciated
         the extent to which cultural matters interested him – Lucy proved a considerable inﬂuence here – but from his writings it
         is clear that he long puzzled over the philistinism that ran throughout British political life. The Dome, to take but one
         example, was ‘an abomination’. That he was a member of the Garrick provides a clue: of all London clubs, it has the most varied
         membership – not only from acting and the theatre, but from writing, publishing, the press, the law, and many other areas
         too. Many of his interests were represented there.
      

      He and I were near contemporaries in the old Fleet Street. When he joined the Sunday Times, in 1965, I was already on the Sunday Telegraph. We first met because he and my Telegraph feature‐writing colleague Helen Mason started going out together. They married in 1966, lived first in Islington, and more
         than once babysat for my wife and I after our son was born and I had moved to The Times. For a time they had a country retreat near Bury St Edmunds, and eventually they moved to a house in Christchurch Hill, Hampstead.
         Hugo and I renewed our acquaintance following The Times’s shift from Printing House Square, opposite Black‐friars station, to a brand‐new building next to the Sunday Times in Gray’s Inn Road, where Hugo was now the political editor. We shared many a taxi between our offices and the Garrick. He
         was discretion itself about his lunch guests and what they had told him. It was therefore instructive to open the Sunday Times the following weekend to see if one could marry what he was writing about with whom I had spied him entertaining.
      

      In selecting what to publish in this volume I have been guided by two abiding principles: how interesting each account seems
         today and its historical value. Cuts have been made silently; misspellings have been corrected. In the early days a variety
         of old typewriters with ribbons of variable quality were available at the Sunday Times. Decades later, legibility of the surviving pages was therefore sometimes a problem. However Tim Radford – long‐serving Guardian science correspondent, literary editor, and for this volume the researcher – as well as our keyboard operator, Stephanie Cross, and I were usually able to tussle out Hugo’s intention, even when the occasional word was missing.
         Readers may sometimes pause when Hugo uses the first person in these narratives. ‘I’ is often the subject’s voice, but sometimes
         Hugo’s, although he gradually developed the style of inserting ‘per HY’ where he was expressing his own view. I believe that
         the sense soon becomes clear. If sentences fail the Fowler or Gowers test, one should remember that Hugo was preparing notes,
         not finished pieces. The ellipses that sprinkle the text are his, as are the occasional notes ‘(check)’.
      

      In the first decade, the 1970s, there was less to choose from than later – not least because for eleven months from the end
         of 1978 the Sunday Times and The Times were not published thanks to a dispute between the management of Times Newspapers and the printing unions over the introduction
         of what was called, quaintly to twenty‐first century ears, new technology. Not surprisingly, there was little incentive to
         interview politicians when there was no available vehicle to publish one’s conclusions. This means that the build‐up to the
         1979 general election, which saw Margaret Thatcher elected to power, is unreported. Some years in the early 1980s are also
         thin in material, which may be explained by Hugo’s move to The Guardian, with some files disappearing in the process.
      

      From what must be at least one and a half million words, what has been left out? More often than not the minutiae of each
         stage of British negotiations with Europe – Maastricht, Lisbon, and much in between – which now seem only of interest to the
         anoraks of European Union history. There are other exclusions. Very occasionally Hugo was prevailed upon to conduct a formal
         interview with a tape recorder (Margaret Thatcher and John Major were two such subjects). Transcripts exist, but they lack
         that essential and unique Hugo Young ingredient: the narrative commentary on his subject and an account of the discussion
         that took place. There are also envelopes and menus with a few words scrawled upon them, but Hugo’s handwriting at this distance
         is a tough call, as even his children admit.
      

      To help the reader, a summary of events is provided for each year, and a list is given with career details of Hugo’s interviewees;
         within the narratives themselves, footnotes explain the identities of those who do not figure in the cast of interviewees.
      

      It is a testament to the quality of these edited narratives – and not just in the information and insights that they give
         – that they make such absorbing reading. Liz Forgan, who succeeded him as chair of the Scott Trust, says, ‘The fact that he
         was a man of total integrity and a brilliant master of English prose was the bonus which made him one of the great chroniclers of twentieth‐century British politics.’ His memorial service was widely reported. One headline said it all: ‘A
         beacon of enlightenment in what can seem a tarnished world’.
      

      Ion Trewin

      June 2008

   

      
      
      Cast of Interviewees

      
      AITKEN, JONATHAN Journalist, foreign correspondent, author, businessman; Conservative MP for Thanet East 1974–83, for Thanet South 1983–97; Minister for Defence Procurement 1992–4; Chief Secretary to the Treasury 1994–7.
      

      ANCRAM, MICHAEL QC; Conservative MP for Berwickshire and East Lothian 1974, for Edinburgh South 1979–87, for Devizes since 1992; minister, Northern Ireland Office, 1993–7; chairman of the Conservative Party 1998–2001; succeeded as 13th Marquess of Lothian 2004.
      

      ARMSTRONG, SIR WILLIAM Cabinet Secretary and head of the Home Civil Service from 1968; inﬂuential during the dispute between the government of Edward Heath (q.v.) and the miners and during the three‐day week
         – one Cabinet minister at the time described him as the ‘deputy prime minister’; later Baron Armstrong of Sanderstead. ASHDOWN, JEREMY JOHN ‘PADDY’ Commando, diplomat; Liberal MP for Yeovil 1983–2001; leader of the Liberal Democrats 1988–99; EU special representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina 2002–6; later Baron Ashdown of Norton‐sub‐Hamdon.
      

      ATKINSON, NORMAN ENGINEER; Labour MP for Tottenham 1964–87; Labour Party treasurer 1976–81.
      

      BAKER, KENNETH author, editor; Conservative MP for Acton 1968–70, for St Marylebone 1970–83, for Mole Valley 1983–7; PPS to the Leader of the Opposition 1974–5; Minister for Information Technology, DTI 1981–4; Minister for Local Government, DoE 1984–5; Secretary of State for the Environment, 1985–6; for Education and Science 1986–9; Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster 1989–90; later Baron Baker of Dorking.
      

      BALLS, EDWARD Journalist, economist; chief economic adviser to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 1997–9; chief economic adviser to the Treasury 1999–2004; Labour MP for Normanton since 2005; Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families since 2007.
      

      BEITH, ALAN Liberal then Liberal Democrat MP for Berwick‐upon‐Tweed from 1973; Liberal chief whip 1976–85; Liberal deputy leader and foreign‐affairs spokesman 1985–7; Liberal Democrat Treasury spokesman 1988–94.
      

      BENN, TONY Polemicist, memoirist, pamphleteer and diarist; renounced his hereditary title as Viscount Stansgate in 1963, Labour MP for Bristol South‐East 1950–60, 1963–83, for Chesterfield 1984–2001; Minister of Technology 1966–70; Secretary of State for Industry 1974–5; president of the EEC council of energy ministers 1977.
      

      BERNARD, DANIEL Diplomat; French ambassador to London 1998– 2002; provoked a political storm after he was identified as the ‘ambassador of a major European country’ who at a party given
         by Lord Black of Crossharbour, proprietor of the Daily Telegraph, described Israel as ‘a shitty little country’ that had provoked an international security crisis; then became ambassador
         to Algeria.
      

      BERTHOIN, GEORGES Civil servant; European Communities official and adviser; honorary international chairman of the European Movement since
         1981.
      

      BIFFEN, JOHN Conservative MP for Salop, Oswestry 1961–3, for Shropshire North 1983–97; Chief Secretary to the Treasury 1979–81; Secretary of State for Trade 1981–2; Lord President of the Council 1982–3; Leader of the House of Commons 1982–7; later Baron Biffen of Tanat.
      

      BLACK, CONRAD Baron Black of Crossharbour; chairman and director of the Telegraph Group 1987–2005; chairman and chief executive of Hollinger International 1990–2003.
      

      BLACKBURN, DAVID Solicitor, property consultant; also involved in the Kings Place development near King’s Cross, new home of The Guardian from late 2008.
      

      BLAIR, CHERIE QC (as Cherie Booth); married future Labour Party leader and prime minister Tony Blair in 1980; co‐author of The Goldfish Bowl: Married to the Prime Minister (2004).
      

      BLUMENTHAL, SIDNEY US journalist and author; assistant and special adviser to President Clinton 1997–2001.
      

      BLUNKETT, DAVID Labour MP for Sheffield Brightside since 1987; Shadow Cabinet 1992–7; Secretary of State for Education and Employment 1997–2001; Home Secretary 2001–4; Work and Pensions Secretary 2005.
      

      BOTTOMLEY, VIRGINIA Conservative MP for Surrey South‐West 1984–2005; Secretary of State for Health 1992–5, for National Heritage 1995–7; later Baroness Bottomley of Nettlestone.
      

      BOULTON, ADAM Political editor and presenter of Sky News since 1989; married in 2006 to Anji Hunter (q.v.).
      

      BRITTAN, SIR LEON Barrister; Conservative MP for Cleveland and Whitby 1974–83, for Richmond, Yorks., 1983–8; Chief Secretary to the Treasury 1981–3; Home Secretary 1983–5; Trade and Industry Secretary 1985–6; European commissioner 1989–99; later Baron Brittan of Spennithorne.
      

      BROWN, GORDON University lecturer, television journalist; Labour MP for Dunfermline East 1983–2005, for Kirkcaldy and Cowdenbeath from 2005; Shadow Cabinet 1987–97; Chancellor of the Exchequer 1997–2007; prime minister from 2007.
      

      BROWN, SIMON Baron Brown of Eaton‐under‐Heywood; High Court judge 1984–92; Lord Justice of Appeal 1992–2004.
      

      BUDD, SIR ALAN Economist, university lecturer; chief economic adviser to the Treasury 1991–7; founder member of the Bank of England’s Monetary Policy Committee, 1997–9; Provost of Queen’s College, Oxford, 1999–2008.
      

      CAMPBELL, ALASTAIR Journalist, sports columnist; political editor of the Daily Mirror 1989–93; press secretary to the Leader of the Opposition 1994–7; Prime Minister’s official spokesman 1997–2001; director of communications and strategy, Prime Minister’s Office, 2001–3.
      

      CAMPBELL, GORDON, Baron Campbell of Croy Diplomat; Conservative MP for Moray and Nairn 1959–February 1974; Secretary of State for Scotland 1970–74.
      

      CARLISLE, MARK BARRISTER, judge; Conservative MP for Runcorn 1964–83, for Warrington South 1983–7; Secretary of State for Education and Science 1979–81; later Baron Carlisle of Bucklow.
      

      CARRINGTON, PETER, 6th Baron Carrington Leader of the Opposition in the House of Lords 1964–70; 1974–9; Secretary of State for Defence 1970–74; Foreign Secretary 1979–82; Secretary General of NATO 1984–8; became a life peer, Baron Carrington of Upton, after House of Lords reform in 1999.
      

      CHAPPLE, FRANK General secretary of the Electrical, Electronic, Telecommunication and Plumbing Union (EETPU) 1966–84; Labour Party NEC member 1965–71; later Baron Chapple of Hoxton.
      

      CHIRAC, JACQUES Prime minister of France 1974–6 and 1986–8; president of France 1995–2007.
      

      CLARK, ALAN Historian, diarist; read law, but never practised; Conservative MP for Plymouth, Sutton 1974–92, for Kensington and Chelsea 1997–9; Minister of State at the MoD 1989–92.
      

      CLARKE, CHARLES Labour MP for Norwich South since 1997; junior Home Office minister 1999–2001; Minister without Portfolio and chairman of the Labour Party 2001–2; Secretary of State for Education and Skills 2002–4; Home Secretary 2004–6.
      

      COOK, ROBERT FINLAYSON ‘ROBIN’ Labour MP for Edinburgh Central 1974–83, for Livingstone 1983–2005; Opposition Treasury spokesman 1980–83; Opposition front‐bench spokesman on European and Community affairs 1983–4, on trade 1986–7, on health 1987–92,on trade and industry 1992–4, on foreign and Commonwealth affairs 1994–7; chairman of the Labour Party 1996–7; Foreign Secretary 1997–2001; Leader of the Commons 2001–3; resigned from the Cabinet over the Iraq war 2003.
      

      COOPER, SIR FRANK Civil servant; Permanent Undersecretary at the Northern Ireland Office 1973–6, at the MoD 1976–82; chairman of the Institute of Contemporary British History 1986–92.
      

      CORNFORD, JAMES Director of the Nuffield Foundation, 1980–88, of the Institute for Public Policy Research 1989–94, of the Paul Hamlyn Foundation, 1994–7; chairman of the Dartington Hall Trust 2002–7.
      

      CORNISH, ROBERT FRANCIS Soldier, diplomat; director of British Information Service, New York, 1996–90; head of FCO news department 1990–93; ambassador to Israel 1998–2001.
      

      CUMMINGS, DOMINIC Head of research, and campaigns director, Business for Sterling 1999–2001; director of strategy for Iain Duncan Smith January–September 2002.
      

      CURRY, DAVID Journalist; Conservative MEP for Essex North‐East 1979–89; Conservative MP for Skipton and Ripon since 1987; junior minister at MAFF 1992–3; at Energy 1993–7

      DAVIES, JOHN Oil‐industry businessman; director general of the CBI in the 1960s; Conservative MP for Knutsford 1970–79. Edward Heath (q.v.) appointed him Secretary of State for Trade and Industry 1970– 72. Enoch Powell, a Conservative critic of Mr Heath, likened this to Caligula’s appointment of his horse as a Roman consul.
         Became Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster in 1972.
      

      DE CHASTELAIN, GENERAL JOHN Canadian soldier; chairman of the Independent International Commission on Decommissioning, Northern Ireland, since 1997.
      

      DELL, EDMUND Labour MP for Birkenhead 1964–79; Paymaster General 1974–6; Secretary of State for Trade 1976–8; founder chairman of Channel 4 TV 1980–87.
      

      DENMAN, SIR ROY ambassador and head of the European Communities delegation in Washington 1982–9.
      

      DEWAR, DONALD Labour MP for Glasgow Garscadden 1987–97, for Glasgow Anniesland 1997–2000; Shadow Cabinet member 1984–97; Secretary of State for Scotland 1997–9; first minister of the Scottish Parliament 1999–2000.
      

      DIANA, PRINCESS of wales Born Diana Spencer; married Charles, Prince of Wales, 29 July 1981; mother of princes William and Harry; divorced 28 August 1996; a campaigner for Aids awareness, she also supported the campaign to ban landmines.
      

      DONALDSON, SIR JOHN QC; Baron Donaldson of Lymington; judge, president of the National Industrial Relations Court 1971–4; Master of the Rolls 1982–92.
      

      DONOUGHUE, BERNARD Journalist, historian, academic, senior policy adviser to the Prime Minister 1974–9; as Baron Donoughue of Ashton, Opposition spokesman in the Lords on Treasury, Energy and National Heritage 1991–7.
      

      DORRELL, STEPHEN Conservative MP for Loughborough 1979–97, for Charnwood since 1997; Secretary of State for National Heritage 1992–5, for Health 1995–7.
      

      DUNCAN, ALAN Conservative MP for Rutland and Melton since 1992; PPS to the Leader of the Opposition 1997; vice‐chairman of the Conservative Party 1997–8.
      

      DUNCAN SMITH, IAIN Conservative MP for Chingford 1992–7, for Chingford and Woodford Green since 1997; leader of the Conservative Party and Leader of the Opposition 2001–3.
      

      DYKES, HUGH Conservative MP for Harrow East 1970–97; MEP Strasbourg, 1974–7; chairman, of the European Movement 1990–97; joined the Liberal Democrats 1997; later Baron Dykes of Harrow Weald.
      

      ELWYN‐JONES, FREDERICK QC; Labour MP for Plaistow division of West Ham 1945–50, for West Ham South 1950–74; Attorney General 1964–70; as Baron Elwyn‐Jones of Llanelli and Newham, Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain 1974–9; Lord of Appeal from 1979.
      

      ERRERA, GERARD Diplomat; French ambassador to NATO, Brussels, 1995–8; ambassador to London from 2002.
      

      FIELD, FRANK Campaigner, polemicist; Labour MP for Birkenhead since 1979; director of the Child Poverty Action Group 1969–79, of the Low Pay Unit 1974–80; Minister for Welfare Reform 1997–8.
      

      FIGGURES, SIR FRANK Treasury civil servant 1946–74 and chairman of the Pay Board during the government of Edward Heath (q.v.).
      

      FINKELSTEIN, DANIEL Director of the Social Market Foundation 1992–5, of the Conservative Research Department 1995–8; now comment editor of The Times.
      

      FOWLER, WYCHE US Democratic politician; junior Senator for Georgia 1987–93; ambassador to Saudi Arabia 1996–2001.
      

      FRASER, MICHAEL Deputy chairman of the Conservative Party 1964–75; later Baron Fraser of Kilmorack.
      

      GAREL‐JONES, TRISTAN Linguist, merchant banker; Conservative MP for Watford 1979–97; deputy chief whip 1989–90; Minister of State at the FCO 1990–93; later Baron Garel‐Jones of Watford.
      

      GEORGE, EDWARD ‘EDDIE’ Governor of the Bank of England 1993–2003; later Baron George of St Tudy.
      

      GILMOUR, IAN Journalist, barrister, historian; Conservative MP for Norfolk Central 1962–74, for Chesham and Amersham 1974–92; Secretary of State for Defence 1972–4; Lord Privy Seal 1979–81; later Baron Gilmour of Craigmillar.
      

      GODBER, JOSEPH Businessman; Conservative MP for Grantham, Lincs, 1951–79; Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 1972–4; later Baron Godber of Willington.
      

      GOLDSMITH, SIR JAMES ‘JIMMY’ Businessman; French MEP 1994–7; founder of the Referendum Party, for which contested Putney in 1997. GORMLEY, JOE Trade unionist; president of the NUM 1971–82; later Baron Gormley of Ashton‐in‐Makerfield.
      

      GOULD, BRYAN Diplomat, university lecturer, television reporter; Labour MP for Southampton Test 1974–9, for Dagenham 1983–94; Shadow Cabinet 1986–92; vice‐chancellor of Waikato University, NZ, 1994–2004.
      

      GOULD, PHILIP Pollster, political strategist; later Baron Gould of Brookwood.
      

      GREENSTOCK, SIR JEREMY Diplomat; political director at the FCO 1996–8; UK permanent representative to the UN 1998–2003; UK special representative for Iraq 2003–4; director of the Ditchley Foundation since 2004.
      

      GRIMOND, JO BARRISTER; Liberal MP for Orkney and Shetland 1950–83; leader of the Liberal Party 1956–67 and brieﬂy in 1976; trustee of The Guardian and Manchester Evening News 1967–83; later Baron Grimond of Firth.
      

      GUMMER, JOHN SELWYN Publisher; Conservative MP for Eye, Suffolk, 1979–83, for Suffolk Coastal since 1983; Paymaster General 1984–5; chairman of the Conservative Party 1983–5; Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 1989–93; Environment Secretary 1993–7.
      

      HAGUE, WILLIAM Conservative MP for Richmond, Yorks, since February 1989; Secretary of State for Wales 1995–7; leader of the Conservative Party and Leader of the Opposition 1997–2001; biographer of William Pitt the Younger.
      

      HAILSHAM, LORD Formerly Quintin Hogg QC; Viscount Hailsham of St Marylebone; Conservative MP for Oxford City 1928–50; disclaimed a peerage as 2nd Viscount Hailsham in 1963 to contest the Conservative leadership and represent St Marylebone 1963–70; Shadow Cabinet during the Wilson years; became a life peer and Lord Chancellor 1970–74 under Edward Heath (q.v.).
      

      HAIN, PETER Anti‐apartheid campaigner, activist; chairman of the Young Liberals 1971–3; Labour MP for Neath since 1991; junior Foreign Office minister 1999–2000 and 2001–2; DTI minister 2001; Secretary of State for Wales 2002–8, for Northern Ireland 2005–7, for Work and Pensions 2007–8.
      

      HAINES, JOE Political journalist, author; chief press secretary to prime minister Harold Wilson (q.v.) 1969–70 and 1972–6, and to the Leader of the Opposition 1970–74; director of Mirror Group Newspapers 1986–92.
      

      HARRIS, JOHN Journalist, polemicist; personal assistant to Labour leader Hugh Gaitskell 1959–62; director of publicity for the Labour Party 1962–4; special adviser to Roy Jenkins (q.v.) at the Home Office 1965–7, at the Treasury 1967–70; as Lord Harris of Greenwich, Minister of State at the Home Office 1974–9; joined the SDP, and became a Liberal Democrat home‐affairs spokesman in the House of Lords 1988–94.
      

      HAVERS, SIR MICHAEL QC; writer, judge; Conservative MP for Wimbledon 1970–87; Solicitor General 1972–4; Attorney General 1979–87; later Baron Havers of St Edmundsbury.
      

      HEATH, SIR EDWARD ‘TED’ Conservative MP for Bexley 1950–74, for Bexley, Sidcup, 1974–83, for Old Bexley and Sidcup 1983–2001; leader of the Conservative party 1965–75; prime minister 1970–74; led Britain into the European Community in 1973. While Leader of the Opposition, he captained his yacht Morning Cloud to victory in the Sydney to Hobart race in 1969; in 1971, while Prime Minister, he skippered Britain to victory in the Admiral’s Cup. He also conducted the London Symphony Orchestra
         and the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic at gala concerts.
      

      HEALEY, DENIS Author, essayist, memoirist; Labour MP for South‐East Leeds 1952–5, for Leeds East 1955–92; Secretary of State for Defence 1964–70; Chancellor of the Exchequer 1974–9; deputy leader of the Labour Party 1980–83; later Baron Healey of Riddlesden. HESELTINE, MICHAEL Magazine publisher; Conservative MP for Tavistock 1966–74, for Henley 1974–2001; Secretary of State for the Environment 1979–83, for Defence 1983–6 (resigned over the West‐land affair); contested the leadership of the Conservative Party 1990; Environment Secretary 1990–92; Trade and Industry Secretary 1992–5; deputy prime minister 1995–7; later Baron Heseltine of Thenford.
      

      HEWITT, PATRICIA General secretary of the National Council for Civil Liberties 1974–83; policy coordinator to the Leader of the Opposition 1988–9; Labour MP for Leicester West since 1997; Secretary of State for Trade and Industry 2002–5, for Health 2005–7.
      

      HOGE, JAMES US journalist; editor of Foreign Affairs; chairman of the International Center for Journalists.
      

      HOWE, GEOFFREY Conservative MP for Bebington 1964–6, for Reigate 1970–74, for Surrey East 1974–92; DTI minister 1972–4; Chancellor of the Exchequer 1979–83; Foreign Secretary 1983–9; Leader of the House of Commons and deputy prime minister 1989–90; later Baron Howe of Aberavon.
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