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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?
Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.
Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?
As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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Facebook:
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Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!
http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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​​​​​​​​EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE a hero at one point in their life. 
The small town of Elliot Lake will never be the same again. 
Caught in a sudden thunderstorm, Zoe, a high school senior from Elliot Lake, and five of her friends take shelter in an abandoned uranium mine. Over the next few days, Zoe's hearing sharpens drastically, beyond what any normal human being can detect. She tells her friends, only to learn that four others have an increased sense as well. Only Kieran, the new boy from Scotland, isn't affected. 
Fashioning themselves into superheroes, the group tries to stop the strange occurrences happening in their little town. Muggings, break-ins, disappearances, and murder begin to hit too close to home. It leads the team to think someone knows about their secret - someone who wants them all dead. 
An incredulous group of heroes. A traitor in the midst. Some dreams are written in blood.
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Zoe

I HATED THE MINE. IT loomed like a crypt on the horizon, a black bulk darker than the night sky. They had closed it down years ago and boarded it up, but the horror-film image of it still made me shudder. 

That night, vehicles littered the overgrown grass field surrounding the shaft. Amid the orange and yellow of the bonfire, blue flames danced like spirits, as if the mine had allowed them to escape. Foreboding lingered in the pit of my stomach, barely muted by the sound of music and laughter around me. 

I dropped my head against the back of the lawn chair I sat in. Overhead, voids in the shapes of clouds drifted across the sky, blotting out the glittering points of the stars. I wondered idly if they would bring rain. 

A hand appeared in my view, waving back and forth in front of my face. “Earth to Zoe,” Heidi’s voice said in my ear. “Earth to Zoe. Come back to Elliot Lake, the school bonfire is missing you.”

Even with my eyes cast toward the sky, I could hear the smile in her voice. I grinned and turned to face my best friend, ignoring the final shudder sneaked up my spine. “The mine gives me the creeps.”

Heidi leaned a little closer, dropping her voice. “I heard that back in the sixties or seventies, half the miners ended with some toxic disease from the uranium.”

“Not helping, Heidi.” 

Rylee, my other best friend, tossed her dark hair over her shoulder and rolled her eyes. “Maybe let’s not ruin the party by talking about weird diseases, thank you.”

“We’re fine,” Heidi said. “It’s not like we’re going inside.”

“Ugh. Definitely not.” I didn’t look at the mine, hunched beyond the edge of the firelight. “Rylee is right. Let’s not talk about it.”

Pretending to copy Rylee’s hair toss, I swung my head dramatically and let my recently straightened blonde strands flip around. I didn’t need a mirror to know the gesture wasn’t nearly as sexy or smooth as Rylee’s. I glanced at Heidi, who was unable to mimic the action. 

“I still can’t believe you cut your hair so short.” It was as good a subject change as any. 

“It was totally worth it,” Heidi said. “And I feel good about donating it.”

“I’m cool with that. It’s just different. It’s been long since third grade.”

Rylee stepped over and touched the back of Heidi’s hair. “The shaved part here is incredible.”

“It’s awesome,” I agreed.

“It’s what I wanted ever since I saw it in a mag,” Heidi said. 

Our little pixie. The cut made her look less innocent—a little older. I liked it. It was our final year of high school. We were all growing up. 

“Dying it platinum, though.” Rylee whistled. “I bet your mom had a coronary when you got home.” 

Heidi grinned, thin fingers flicking the spiked front. “She was pretty ticked.”

“On a totally other subject...” Rylee stretched luxuriously in her chair, settling back again with a perfectly manicured hand pressed to the flat plane of her stomach. “Brent said there’s a new guy in town.” 

I knew that look in her eyes. Rylee was on the prowl. 

“You haven’t even seen him yet,” Heidi pointed out.

“So?”

“So he could be totally not your type,” I said.

“He could be a total jerk,” Heidi added.

Rylee frowned. “You two are so negative.”

“We’re realistic.” 

I left Heidi and Rylee rehashing the argument they’d been having since middle school, and went to find Brent. 

He sat on a tree stump a little distance away, quietly playing his guitar. The mine silhouetted behind him looked like the mouth of a monster, trying to swallow up Brent and everything else around it. 

Now you’re just being silly. I rolled my eyes heavenward to clear my over-active imagination and focused on Brent, who, true to form, hadn’t even noticed my approach. His head was still bowed over his guitar, all his focus turned to the instrument while he strummed along to the music blaring from the speakers further up the field, playing something that was definitely not the rock song someone had cued up, but still managed to mesh perfectly. In the firelight, his brown hair seemed touched with gold. 

“Where’s Seth?” I asked, realizing the fifth member of our group hadn’t shown up yet.

Brent glanced up, still playing. “Mr. Clean is bringing the fresh meat.” 

“Ooh. Are we grilling?” Heidi sat down next to Brent. “If Seth is still at the store, tell him to get marshmallows for s’mores.” 

Brent shared a long-suffering look with me. I stifled a giggle. “Not food. There’s a new kid in town. He’s from England or Ireland, somewhere across the pond.” He lifted a hand and ruffled Heidi’s newly short blonde hair. “Nice crop, by the way.”

Rylee appeared beside us as though summoned by the mention of the new boy. “Tall, hot, and handsome, I hope.” She swept her black hair up in a pony and then dropped it perfectly into place.

“Like me, huh?” Brent laughed.

“How come no one knew he was coming?” Rylee ignored Brent’s comment. “This town’s so small. Everyone should’ve been talking about it over the summer holidays.” 

“Guess it was a last minute decision. I’m sure you’ll find out all the details when you devour him.” Brent laughed and played two loud boom chukka bings punctuated by a clap on his guitar. 

Heidi covered a smile with her hand. I faked a cough. We both knew what Rylee’s response would be.

She pouted at us. “I don’t eat men. I just get bored.”

“Put the lip away. It’s not gonna work.” I grinned. Only Rylee could be Rylee. “We always get stuck picking up the pieces after you’ve broken the poor guy’s heart.” 

“You make me sound like some kind of monster.” 

This too was an old argument, the tracks of it worn smooth with repetition. Since starting high school, Rylee had dated almost every guy in our class, and more than a few from the grades above. She liked boys, and boys liked her. Every guy in school had hoped at one point or another that he might be Mr. Right. 

“I think ‘succubus’ is the right term,” Brent said, shooting a grin at Rylee. 

She pressed a hand to her heart like she’d been wounded. “I can’t believe you would say such a thing to me.” 

“You’re just shocked I figured out your secret.” 

Rylee stuck her tongue out at him, but Brent only smiled serenely. They’d dated for a brief and disastrous week at the beginning of sophomore year, hadn’t spoken to each other for three days after the breakup, and come out of it better friends than before. 

“Maybe tonight you should give the new guy a chance to breathe,” I suggested. “Instead of making him your conquest right away.” 

“Conquest?” Rylee raised her eyebrows. 

“You know,” Heidi said, sarcasm dripping from the words. “What you do all summer long with the vacationers?” 

“I get it. You don’t like competing.” Rylee shrugged. “I figured you guys thought it was fun.”

“Not when we lose all the time.” I glanced at Heidi, who looked more genuinely upset than I’d expected. Back to Rylee. “Kind of hard to compete when the boys of summer are always making a beeline to your door.”

Heidi and I didn’t stand a chance, honestly, even when Rylee wasn’t trying for them. Her midnight black hair and perfect curves were pretty much impossible to beat. How could you fight nature? 

It didn’t mean I wasn’t just a teeny bit jealous. 

No one had any chance to respond. A loud boom rocked the air. I jumped and whirled around to see where the noise came from, and I wasn’t the only one. Everyone around the fire laughed a little nervously when they realized the noise had come from above.

“That didn’t sound good.” Brent set his guitar in its case, turning his head up toward the sky. 

“Maybe it’ll just pass over. There’s no forecast for rain,” Rylee said. 

Heidi pointed toward the other side of the bonfire. “If it does start, we’re on the wrong side. Everyone’s going to make a mad dash for their cars, and we picked the furthest spot. We’re like a kilometre away.”

“Great.” I grimaced. Getting wet meant my carefully straightened hair would revert back to its natural curls, and dry frizzy. 

Brent picked up his guitar case. “We’d better get a move on, then. No way am I letting this baby get ruined.” He stroked the plastic of the case with a hand. “I bought it in an antique shop in Germany.”

“We’ll be fine. It’s not going to rain. The skies—” Rylee paused, and glanced up. “Woah. Never mind. Those clouds are huge.” 

As if to punctuate her statement, lighting arced across the sky, immediately followed by a boom that shook the ground. Large raindrops splattered down, and the fire hissed in protest. Everyone started to grab chairs and food and belongings. Over the shrieks of the girls, someone hollered about heading over to the bowling alley and continuing the party there. 

Brent grabbed Heidi and Rylee’s arms. “Come on. We can hang out in the mine until the storm blows over. It’s closer than our cars.” 

“No way!” I shook my head as the rain fell faster. “Didn’t Heidi say everyone got sick in there in the 70s?”

“That was decades ago.” Brent, who had obviously made up his mind, let go of the girls and shrugged his guitar case over his shoulder, taking off across the field toward the mine. 

“The miners spent hours a day in there. And probably worked nights as well,” Heidi said. “We’ll be fine. Come on!” 

I could feel my hair curling against my neck. The fire was sputtering, more smoke than flame. If I’d already started toward my car, I might have made it in time. But I didn’t want to leave my friends to the mine.

Rylee had already taken off running after Brent, probably trying to save the expensive clothes she was wearing from being ruined. 

“Whatever we’re going to do, we can’t just stand here.”

I suddenly realized that I was the only one who hadn’t put my phone into the pot for a game the student council was planning. Without me, they’d have no way to contact anyone if anything went wrong. I held my hand above my eyes to shield against the falling water, and looked toward the mine, almost invisible in the dark and the rain. It didn’t make me feel any better.

“Okay.” 

Heidi and I ran after the other two. The rain was coming in torrents, and the long grass was slippery under foot. I upped my pace and nearly fell, slick grass tangled around my ankles. 

Lightning ripped through the sky again, illuminating the dark opening up ahead. In the brief, brilliant flash, it seemed more like a mouth, set a gruesome face made of earth. The trees huddled against its bulk looked like hands trying to grasp and pull the doorway under. Even though I knew it was just the shadows and light playing tricks with my mind, I hesitated again. Heidi turned and caught my hand, pulling me forward. 

Together, we stumbled the last twenty feet along the old, half-buried rail tracks and came to a halt at the entrance. Brent must have pried off one of the boards that blocked the
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