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    Children of the Frost gathers Jack London’s northern short fiction into a single, coherent volume first published in 1902. The ten stories assembled here form a concentrated exploration of life at the rim of the North Pacific and Arctic, where winter, hunger, and distance shape human conduct. The collection’s purpose is not to present a miscellany but to preserve a thematic cycle in which London returns, story after story, to societies forged by cold and scarcity. Read together, these works trace intersecting concerns—community, survival, authority, belief—while demonstrating how an unforgiving environment compels decisions that would be unthinkable in gentler latitudes.

This is a single-author collection of short stories. It contains no poems, essays, letters, or dramas, and it does not include novels or novellas. Each narrative is complete in itself, yet the cumulative effect is that of a broad canvas painted in discrete scenes. London writes in the tradition of naturalist short fiction, favoring tight structures, swift exposition, and endings that arise from circumstance rather than sentiment. The collection invites a unified reading: not as fragments, but as variations on persistent questions about law, kinship, and survival in lands where the natural world feels immediate, intimate, and implacable.

Composed early in London’s career, these stories followed his breakthrough northern volumes The Son of the Wolf (1900) and The God of His Fathers (1901). Children of the Frost extends that arc while shifting attention toward Indigenous communities and cross-cultural encounters along the Yukon and the Bering Sea. London had worked and traveled in the North during the late 1890s, and the harsh conditions, distances, and social improvisations of that period inform his settings and situations. This collection therefore belongs to his foundational northern cycle, the body of work that established his reputation for stark realism, narrative urgency, and elemental conflict.

The opening movement, In the Forests of the North, stakes the territory. Set amid spruce and river ice, it turns on a meeting far from settlements, where custom and memory contend with present need. London frames the wilderness not as backdrop but as a force that demands allegiance, in which decisions must be made without delay and with limited knowledge. The premise underscores a recurring idea across the book: the moral code of the North arises from conditions on the ground, not from abstract theory. Individuals test loyalty and prudence in a landscape that admits few second chances.

The Law of Life narrows the focus to an elder contemplating the order that governs his people and the world around them. The story’s premise is simple: on the trail of migration and survival, natural cycles dictate what must be accepted. London’s economy of detail makes the narrative’s weight felt through images of snow, fire, and breath. Without disclosing outcomes, the piece articulates a principle central to the collection: in the North, necessity is not cruel by intention, but it is unanswerable. The tale’s gravity prepares the reader for further reckonings with fate, duty, and communal expectation.

Nam-Bok the Unveracious explores truth and testimony when experience outruns tradition. A traveler returns to his village after a long absence, bearing accounts of distant coasts and strange devices. His words are received with doubt, and the story’s tension rests on whether knowledge acquired elsewhere can be reconciled with inherited understanding. London uses the premise to consider how communities adjudicate credibility and how contact with foreigners, commerce, and ships unsettles existing certainties. The tale positions wonder and skepticism side by side, showing the strain that new horizons place on language, memory, and the authority of storytellers.

The Master of Mystery examines belief, leadership, and the uses of secrecy. At its center stands a figure whose status depends on controlling knowledge that others cannot verify. As disputes arise, London asks what sustains power in small, tightly knit societies when nature offers neither surplus nor refuge. The premise allows him to weigh ritual against observation, charisma against competence. He neither mocks faith nor flatters rationalism; instead, he dramatizes how people appraise outcomes—food secured, lives protected, peace maintained—when explanations differ. The story’s atmosphere of watchfulness and doubt is characteristic of the collection’s measured approach to custom and authority.

The Sunlanders turns outward to contact between northerly communities and people from warmer seas. London presents the practical questions first: how to parley, how to trade, how to keep peace when languages, rituals, and expectations diverge. The premise emphasizes exchange and misrecognition rather than conquest, allowing the narrative to track unease, curiosity, and opportunism on both sides. In keeping with the book’s method, the environment—ice edge, tides, fog—shapes every choice. The story’s interest is not marvel but negotiation, a careful tracing of the moment when distant worlds recognize each other and must decide what coexistence can mean.

The Sickness of Lone Chief addresses a community under the pressure of illness. The premise is direct: an outbreak raises questions of responsibility, remedy, and risk, testing the resilience of leadership and the bonds of kin. London writes the problem from the inside, attending to practical measures—food, isolation, care—rather than clinical particulars. The story’s power lies in its observation that crisis compresses time and clarifies values. Without announcing causes or outcomes beyond the initial situation, the narrative situates disease among the other forces of the North, as impersonal and demanding as winter or hunger, and equally entangled with custom and choice.

Keesh, the Son of Keesh and The Death of Ligoun return to hunting, provision, and reputation. In the first, a youth must navigate the expectations attached to a name and to the skills that sustain a household. In the second, a seasoned figure confronts the costs and measures of success on land and sea. Both premises foreground competence—tracking, sharing, decision-making—as the basis of honor. London’s spare prose emphasizes action and aftermath rather than adornment, allowing small details of camp, trail, and catch to carry the moral weight. Together, the tales reckon with legacy, pride, and the arithmetic of survival.

Li Wan, the Fair turns to desire, alliance, and the social texture of marriage arrangements. Its premise considers how beauty and choice intersect with obligation when scarcity makes every bond consequential. The League of the Old Men, by contrast, focuses on councils, precedent, and collective resolve among elders facing a dilemma that demands unity. Read side by side, the stories reveal how governance in small societies depends on persuasion, memory, and mutual need. Neither tale seeks the exotic; both attend to practical ethics, the negotiated settlements that keep peace, and the fragile equilibrium between individual wish and communal good.

Throughout the collection, London’s style is compressed, physical, and attentive to the mechanics of living—tents, trails, sleds, tides, rations. He adapts cadences reminiscent of oral narration without surrendering the briskness of magazine-era fiction. His naturalism observes that outcomes follow from conditions, yet he grants characters intelligence and agency within those limits. The resulting tone is unsentimental but not indifferent. The stories neither romanticize hardship nor reduce it to spectacle; they examine how people think and choose when the cost of error is immediate. This balance of urgency and restraint is a signature of London’s early northern work, and it endures here powerfully.
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    Jack London (1876–1916) was an American novelist, journalist, and short‑story writer whose career bridged the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. He became one of the first U.S. authors to achieve mass international readership, shaping popular expectations for adventure fiction and literary naturalism. His work often probes the struggle between human will and impersonal forces—climate, hunger, law, and custom—through brisk plots and compressed scenes. Stories such as In the Forests of the North, The Law of Life, and Nam‑Bok the Unveracious showcase his Northern settings and attention to survival, cultural change, and communal ethics, themes that helped define his enduring reputation.

Largely self‑educated, London drew on the public libraries of Oakland, where the poet‑librarian Ina Coolbrith encouraged his reading and early ambitions. He briefly attended the University of California, Berkeley, before financial realities redirected him to work and travel. Wide reading in Charles Darwin, Herbert Spencer, and contemporary social thought informed his embrace of literary naturalism. Equally formative were experiences as a laborer and sailor and his participation in the Klondike Gold Rush. The interplay of rigorous self‑education, exposure to scientific ideas, and first‑hand contact with harsh environments became the intellectual and experiential foundation for his fiction.

London’s early success came through magazines eager for forceful, immediate stories. Drawing on the Klondike and the wider North, he fashioned a signature mode: swift openings, stark moral tests, and climactic turns. His first collections of Northern tales established his name with editors and readers. In subsequent volumes and anthologies, pieces such as Keesh, the Son of Keesh, The Death of Ligoun, and The League of the Old Men expanded his portrait of frontier custom, intergenerational authority, and the costs of survival. The blend of documentary detail and fable‑like compression gave these stories unusual reach across popular and literary audiences.

A hallmark of London’s short fiction is its engagement with Indigenous communities of the circumpolar world, rendered through an outsider’s eye yet often attentive to internal codes of honor, reciprocity, and law. The Law of Life, The Sickness of Lone Chief, and The League of the Old Men exemplify his interest in communal decision‑making and the pressures of contact with traders, missionaries, and settlers. While modern readers critique the limitations and period attitudes in some depictions, the stories’ ethical focus—on aging, leadership, truth‑telling, and retribution—reveals a writer testing how narrative can frame cultural conflict without reducing its moral complexity.

As his career widened, London turned seaward, finding new material in Pacific and coastal settings. Stories including Li Wan, the Fair, The Sunlanders, and The Master of Mystery consider cross‑cultural exchange, commerce, and shifting power along ocean routes, complementing his Northern oeuvre. In parallel, he published widely read longer works, among them The Call of the Wild and The Sea‑Wolf, while continuing to file reportage and essays. The short story, however, remained his laboratory: he honed taut structures, vivid scene work, and economical dialogue, techniques that made his pieces ideally suited to magazines and later kept them vital in anthologies and classrooms.

London’s public commitments were integral to his profile. He was an outspoken socialist, writing essays and delivering lectures that criticized industrial inequality and defended labor. He twice ran for mayor of Oakland in the early 1900s, using the campaigns to argue for municipal reform. Professionally, he treated writing as a craft and a business, negotiating strong magazine rates and insisting on authors’ control over their work. His engagement with contemporary science, combined with disciplined productivity, helped him bridge literary and mass markets, making him a prominent figure in debates about culture, commerce, and the social responsibilities of the modern author.

In later years, London managed a working ranch in California while maintaining a demanding publication schedule. Though recurrent health problems curtailed travel and output, he continued to produce fiction and essays until his death in 1916. His legacy rests on a body of work that remains widely read for its narrative momentum and elemental settings. The Northern and Pacific stories—among them In the Forests of the North, The Law of Life, Nam‑Bok the Unveracious, Keesh, the Son of Keesh, The Death of Ligoun, Li Wan, the Fair, The Sunlanders, The Sickness of Lone Chief, and The League of the Old Men—retain lasting relevance for their exploration of law, environment, and cultural encounter.
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    Jack London wrote Children of the Frost amid the rapid social and environmental transformations of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. After traveling to the Klondike in 1897–1898 during the gold rush, he returned to California and drew on that experience to publish northern tales in magazines and then in book form, including this 1902 collection. The stories engage regions stretching from Alaska and the Yukon to the broader North Pacific Rim. Their historical milieu features imperial expansion, extractive industries, missionary activity, and accelerating global trade, all refracted through London’s literary naturalism and a Progressive Era public newly fascinated by the “North.”

The Klondike Gold Rush (sparked by 1896 discoveries and peaking 1897–1899) brought tens of thousands of newcomers into Indigenous homelands of the Yukon River basin and coastal Alaska. Boomtowns such as Dawson City quickly emerged, as did trails, riverboats, and a wartime-like logistics of supply. London’s settings in stories like In the Forests of the North register this upheaval indirectly: seasonal rhythms of travel, camp economies, and the pressure of outsiders on game and trade. The rush’s aftermath—abandonment, debt, and legal disputes—formed the lived background for many communities that appear, often obliquely, in the collection.

The political map of the region was itself a recent construction. The United States purchased Alaska from Russia in 1867; Canada created the Yukon Territory in 1898, installing a Commissioner and expanding North-West Mounted Police authority. Courts, jails, and customs posts followed. The League of the Old Men draws on such encounters between local custom and imported legal regimes, dramatizing misalignments between oral law, kin-based accountability, and written codes enforced by distant capitals. These tensions, felt across the North at the turn of the century, were central to conflicts over property, violence, and jurisdiction that London’s readers would have recognized.

Long before the gold rush, Indigenous communities were enmeshed in global commerce via the maritime fur trade and later commercial whaling. By the mid-nineteenth century, American whalers pursued bowheads into the Bering and Chukchi seas (notably after 1848), while traders exchanged manufactured goods for furs and oil. Steamships and coastal schooners connected remote settlements to San Francisco and Seattle markets. In Nam-Bok the Unveracious, a traveler’s tales of ships and cities stage the vertigo of such contact. Li Wan, the Fair also situates northern life within Pacific circuits that included Chinese and Japanese laborers in canneries and on ships during the 1880s–1900s.

Epidemics repeatedly reshaped northern demography in the nineteenth century. Smallpox waves on the Northwest Coast (notably in the 1830s and again in the 1860s), influenza outbreaks, and other introduced diseases caused severe population loss and social disruption. Such histories set the stakes for stories like The Sickness of Lone Chief, where illness tests leadership and communal care. London wrote for readers aware that disease followed trade and mission routes. The stories’ emphasis on vulnerability—of elders, infants, and isolated camps—reflects a historical reality in which medicine, quarantine, and mobility decisions carried existential weight for many Arctic and subarctic societies.

Missionaries expanded across Alaska and the Yukon during the late nineteenth century. Russian Orthodox missions had been present since the Russian-American Company era; Protestant denominations, including Presbyterian, Methodist, and Anglican missions, grew with U.S. and Canadian influence. They introduced schools, suppressed some ritual practices, and promoted new moral and legal norms. The Master of Mystery turns on the authority of ritual specialists challenged by rival forms of knowledge and power. The friction between shamanic practice and Christian missionization—documented in government and church records—provides the historical substrate for London’s depictions of contested spiritual leadership.

Survival under extreme environmental constraints anchors the collection’s naturalist outlook. The Law of Life and Keesh, the Son of Keesh foreground subsistence economies based on marine mammals, fish, and caribou, as well as the social expectations surrounding age, skill, and provisioning. Nineteenth-century technological changes—steel traps, repeating rifles, and metal tools—altered hunting practices, but did not remove risk. London’s emphasis on endurance, cunning, and communal obligation mirrors ethnographic and traveler accounts of winter scarcity, dangerous ice, and the moral economy of sharing that sustained camps across the Arctic and subarctic.

Resource extraction transformed more than goldfields. Overhunting of sea otter on the Pacific Rim and intense pursuit of whales and seals altered coastal ecologies. Fluctuations in caribou herds, recurring famine reports, and market swings in fur prices amplified insecurity in many communities. The Death of Ligoun is framed by pressures on status, reciprocity, and honor that accompany scarcity and trade disruptions along the coast. London wrote while debates over conservation and closed seasons were beginning to reach national audiences, even as enforcement across vast northern distances remained uneven and frequently subordinated to industrial interests.

Cross-cultural contact produced shifting identities and allegiances. In the Forests of the North hints at partnerships and estrangements shaped by travel, marriage ties, and trade relations linking rivers to the sea. The Sunlanders invokes southerners—white traders, missionaries, or other outsiders—arriving with new goods and expectations, a perspective consistent with northern communities’ long experience of people “from below the sun.” Nam-Bok the Unveracious turns that contact into a contest of credibility, where observation collides with communal memory. Such stories unfold within an era when rumor, ship schedules, and occasional newspapers stitched together distant worlds.

Technological change reconfigured time and distance. Yukon and coastal steamers, dog-sled mail, and, by 1901, the Canadian government’s Yukon telegraph line connected Dawson to the outside. Repeating rifles, kerosene lamps, and cast-iron stoves entered trading networks. Nam-Bok the Unveracious captures the bewilderment that such devices could inspire in home communities. The accelerating flow of goods reinforced hierarchies around who could access traders, credit, and transportation. London’s readers, familiar with the language of “modern progress,” would have recognized in these stories the uncertain, often coercive, vectors through which technology arrived in remote places.

The intellectual climate of the 1890s–1900s was steeped in evolutionary thought and emerging anthropology. London’s naturalism drew on Darwinian and Spencerian frameworks that emphasized environment, heredity, and struggle. At the same moment, the Jesup North Pacific Expedition (1897–1902), led by Franz Boas at the American Museum of Natural History, documented cultural connections across the North Pacific. While London was not an ethnographer, his fiction moved within a public sphere newly attentive to circumpolar cultures, comparative myth, and kinship systems. The Law of Life’s stark fatalism reflects those debates about adaptation, culture change, and the limits of individual will.

Oral tradition and the authority of storytellers structure the collection’s narrative world. In Keesh, the Son of Keesh and Nam-Bok the Unveracious, reputation and memory determine what counts as truth. Historically, councils and elders adjudicated disputes and interpreted precedent in many northern societies. London’s reliance on embedded tales, speeches, and public scenes of judgment mirrors how news and law traveled without print. This attention to speech also highlights the translation zone of the North—Pidgin forms, interpreters at trading posts, and bilingual go-betweens—through which misunderstandings proliferated when outsiders pressed their claims.

Clashes between imported law and local custom intensified during and after the gold rush. Canadian and U.S. authorities imposed legal codes, taxation, and property regimes often at odds with existing practices. The League of the Old Men depicts elders grappling with accountability when colonial law attributes guilt and punishment differently than communal norms do. Such conflicts were commonplace: the North-West Mounted Police pursued homicide cases, regulated liquor, and adjudicated claims over traps, timber, and wages. London’s scenes of inquiry and testimony illustrate how power operated through paperwork, interpreters, and custody in settings previously governed by kin and consensus.

Trans-Pacific labor and migration shaped the coastal economy by the late nineteenth century. Chinese workers staffed canneries from Alaska to the Columbia River, and Japanese crews increasingly appeared on fishing vessels. Maritime routes connected these labor pools to San Francisco, Seattle, and Asian ports. Li Wan, the Fair gestures toward these entanglements, where desire, commerce, and racial boundaries intersect. While London’s portrayals reflect the racialized attitudes of his era, the historical backdrop—diverse crews, seasonal contracts, and anti-Asian exclusion laws on the Pacific Coast—helps explain the fraught social landscapes that surface in stories set along the North Pacific littoral.

Public health policy also entered northern life. U.S. and Canadian officials, often working with missionaries, introduced vaccination campaigns and quarantine measures with uneven coverage. In Alaska in the 1890s, government-backed programs imported Siberian reindeer to bolster food security, an experiment administered by Superintendent Sheldon Jackson. The Sickness of Lone Chief gains historical resonance against this patchwork of interventions: communities navigated advice from doctors, priests, and traders while managing traditional healing. London’s tales note how illness could reorder leadership and ritual, in line with records describing epidemics as moments that provoked both innovation and conflict.

Children of the Frost appeared in 1902 after many stories ran in periodicals that prized vivid reportage from the frontier. London published in outlets such as The Overland Monthly and McClure’s Magazine, where editors cultivated an appetite for northern adventure and social observation. The Law of Life, for example, was printed in McClure’s in 1901. Book publication by Macmillan extended London’s reach to an international market already following his Klondike fiction. The collection thus entered a transatlantic marketplace that packaged the North as both ethnographic spectacle and stage for debates about modernity and “primitive” law.

For contemporary readers, the collection functioned as commentary on the costs of expansion. In the Forests of the North, The Master of Mystery, and The League of the Old Men present struggles over authority, truth, and justice in communities negotiating colonial pressure. Keesh, the Son of Keesh and The Law of Life reflect naturalist questions about human limits under environmental duress. Without offering policy prescriptions, the book’s composite portrait—disease, law, trade, and technology—mirrored newspapers and government reports that chronicled the North’s transformation at century’s turn, inviting readers to contemplate what was gained and what was imperiled by “progress.”
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    Law, Justice, and the Claims of the Tribe (The Law of Life; The Death of Ligoun; The League of the Old Men)
These stories examine how communal codes confront mortality and imposed law. The Law of Life follows an elder facing the tribe’s customary farewell to the old, contemplating nature’s indifferent order; The Death of Ligoun considers honor and responsibility after a fatal breach that forces a reckoning within the community; The League of the Old Men pits indigenous justice against an outside court, revealing moral ambiguity where survival and sovereignty collide. London’s stark naturalism and cool, reportorial tone foreground the harsh calculus of life in the North and the limits of any single legal system.
Belief, Medicine, and the Struggle for Authority (The Master of Mystery; The Sickness of Lone Chief)
Both tales explore how power is brokered through knowledge and ritual. The Master of Mystery portrays a charismatic shaman whose influence rests on spectacle and fear, tested by skepticism and changing expectations, while The Sickness of Lone Chief depicts a leadership crisis in which illness exposes the boundaries of traditional cures and the lure of new remedies. London’s portrayal is unsentimental and observant, balancing irony with empathy as belief systems contend under extreme conditions.
Travelers, Returnees, and Cultural Encounter (Nam-Bok the Unveracious; The Sunlanders)
In Nam-Bok the Unveracious, a long-absent man returns with astonishing accounts of distant wonders, only to find his community unsure whether to believe him, dramatizing the dissonance between experience and tradition. The Sunlanders traces the pull of southern people and places on northern lives, where trade, technology, and curiosity tempt departures and redefine belonging. The tone blends wry skepticism with yearning, highlighting miscommunication and the costs of crossing cultural thresholds.
Bonds, Marriage, and the Price of Beauty (Li Wan, the Fair; In the Forests of the North)
These stories weigh personal desire against the strictures of kinship and exchange. Li Wan, the Fair turns on rival claims and negotiations surrounding a celebrated woman, where affection, status, and obligation become inseparable; In the Forests of the North follows travelers whose loyalties and promised bonds are tested by harsh terrain and the demands of hospitality. London’s spare style underscores how intimate choices are constrained by custom and survival.
Legacy and Leadership in a Changing North (Keesh, the Son of Keesh)
A young figure inherits a storied name and must prove fitness to lead amid scarcity and shifting pressures. The tale emphasizes ingenuity, fairness, and public esteem over brute force, showing how authority is earned and contested in communal life. London’s hallmark clarity and focus on practical ethics reveal leadership as a lived negotiation between tradition and necessity.
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A weary journey beyond the last scrub timber and straggling copses, into the heart of the Barrens where the niggard North is supposed to deny the Earth, are to be found great sweeps of forests and stretches of smiling land. But this the world is just beginning to know. The world's explorers have known it, from time to time, but hitherto they have never returned to tell the world.

The Barrens—well, they are the Barrens, the bad lands of the Arctic, the deserts of the Circle, the bleak and bitter home of the musk-ox and the lean plains wolf. So Avery Van Brunt found them, treeless and cheerless, sparsely clothed with moss and lichens, and altogether uninviting. At least so he found them till he penetrated to the white blank spaces on the map, and came upon undreamed-of rich spruce forests and unrecorded Eskimo tribes. It had been his intention, (and his bid for fame), to break up these white blank spaces and diversify them with the black markings of mountain-chains, sinks and basins, and sinuous river courses; and it was with added delight that he came to speculate upon the possibilities of timber belts and native villages.

Avery Van Brunt, or, in full distinction, Professor A. Van Brunt of the Geological Survey, was second in command of the expedition, and first in command of the sub-expedition which he had led on a side tour of some half a thousand miles up one of the branches of the Thelon and which he was now leading into one of his unrecorded villages. At his back plodded eight men, two of them French-Canadian voyageurs, and the remainder strapping Crees from Manitoba-way. He, alone, was full-blooded Saxon, and his blood was pounding fiercely through his veins to the traditions of his race. Clive and Hastings, Drake and Raleigh, Hengest and Horsa, walked with him. First of all men of his breed was he to enter this lone Northland village, and at the thought an exultancy came upon him, an exaltation, and his followers noted that his leg-weariness fell from him and that he insensibly quickened the pace.

The village emptied itself, and a motley crowd trooped out to meet him, men in the forefront, with bows and spears clutched menacingly, and women and children faltering timidly in the rear. Van Brunt lifted his right arm and made the universal peace sign, a sign which all peoples know, and the villagers answered in peace. But to his chagrin, a skin-clad man ran forward and thrust out his hand with a familiar "Hello." He was a bearded man, with cheeks and brow bronzed to copper-brown, and in him Van Brunt knew his kind[3q].

"Who are you?" he asked, gripping the extended hand. "Andrée?"

"Who's Andrée?" the man asked back.

Van Brunt looked at him more sharply. "By George, you've been here some time."

"Five years," the man answered, a dim flicker of pride in his eyes. "But come on, let's talk."

"Let them camp alongside of me," he answered Van Brunt's glance at his party. "Old Tantlatch will take care of them. Come on."

He swung off in a long stride, Van Brunt following at his heels through the village. In irregular fashion, wherever the ground favored, the lodges of moose hide were pitched. Van Brunt ran his practised eye over them and calculated.

"Two hundred, not counting the young ones," he summed up.

The man nodded. "Pretty close to it. But here's where I live, out of the thick of it, you know—more privacy and all that. Sit down. I'll eat with you when your men get something cooked up. I've forgotten what tea tastes like.... Five years and never a taste or smell.... Any tobacco?... Ah, thanks, and a pipe? Good. Now for a fire-stick and we'll see if the weed has lost its cunning."

He scratched the match with the painstaking care of the woodsman, cherished its young flame as though there were never another in all the world, and drew in the first mouthful of smoke. This he retained meditatively for a time, and blew out through his pursed lips slowly and caressingly. Then his face seemed to soften as he leaned back, and a soft blur to film his eyes. He sighed heavily, happily, with immeasurable content, and then said suddenly:

"God! But that tastes good[1q]!"

Van Brunt nodded sympathetically. "Five years, you say?"

"Five years." The man sighed again. "And you, I presume, wish to know about it, being naturally curious, and this a sufficiently strange situation, and all that. But it's not much. I came in from Edmonton after musk-ox, and like Pike and the rest of them, had my mischances, only I lost my party and outfit. Starvation, hardship, the regular tale, you know, sole survivor and all that, till I crawled into Tantlatch's, here, on hand and knee."

"Five years," Van Brunt murmured retrospectively, as though turning things over in his mind.

"Five years on February last. I crossed the Great Slave early in May—"

"And you are ... Fairfax?" Van Brunt interjected.

The man nodded.

"Let me see ... John, I think it is, John Fairfax."

"How did you know?" Fairfax queried lazily, half-absorbed in curling smoke-spirals upward in the quiet air.

"The papers were full of it at the time. Prevanche—"

"Prevanche!" Fairfax sat up, suddenly alert. "He was lost in the Smoke Mountains."

"Yes, but he pulled through and came out."

Fairfax settled back again and resumed his smoke-spirals. "I am glad to hear it," he remarked reflectively. "Prevanche was a bully fellow if he did have ideas about head-straps, the beggar. And he pulled through? Well, I'm glad."

Five years ... the phrase drifted recurrently through Van Brunt's thought, and somehow the face of Emily Southwaithe seemed to rise up and take form before him. Five years ... A wedge of wild-fowl honked low overhead and at sight of the encampment veered swiftly to the north into
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