
        
            [image: cover]
        


Travel To
Antarctica

By

Herbert
Howard

SMASHWORDS EDITION

*******

Published
by

Herbert Howard at Smashwords

Travel To
Antarctica

Copyright 2012 Herbert Howard

Smashwords
Edition, License Notes

This ebook is licensed
for your personal enjoyment only. This ebook may not be re-sold or
given away to other people. If you would like to share this book
with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each
recipient. If you’re reading this book and did not purchase it, or
it was not purchased for your use only, then please return to
Smashwords.com and purchase your own copy. Thank you for respecting
the hard work of this author.


 Content

What is the
allure of Antarctica?

Antarctica
Climate

Antarctica
Geography

Population

History
And Myths Of Antarctica

Falkland
Island Sightseeing

Falkland
Island’s Port Stanley

Falkland
Islands Climate

Cruising
the South Atlantic

South
Georgia

South Georgia
Geography

South Georgia
Climate

The Drake
Passage

Drake Passage
Geography

Drake Passage
Climate

Things
To Do In The Drake Passage

Deception
Island’s Baily Head

Sailing through Lemaire
Channel

Grytviken
of South Georgia

About
Grytviken

Shackleton

South Orkney
Islands

About
The South Orkney Islands

South
Orkney Islands Geography

South
Orkney Islands Climate

South Shetland Islands and
the Antarctic Peninsula

About The
Shetlands

Shetland
Islands Geography

Shetland
Islands Climate

Antarctica, Is It Really In
Danger?

Antarctica
Facts

Destinations To Go To And
Things To See And Do

South Pole

Mount
Erebus

Anver Island /
Anvord Bay

South Shetland
Islands

McMurdo
Sound

Mawson's
Huts

The Amundsen-Scott South Pole
Station

Lemaire
Channel

How To Get
Around

Cruises

What You Can
Expect To See On A Cruise

Most cruise ships depart from
the following ports

Antarctica Expedition
Tours

Fauna And
Flora

Penguins

Clothing and
Equipment

What to
Pack

Visas

Inoculations

Health
Risks

Combating Sea
Sickness

Antarctic
Diving


 What is the
allure of Antarctica?

Ice? Snow?
Water? Penguins?

This cold,
southernmost continent is an increasingly popular tourist
destination. It's vast landscape of ice, snow and wildlife attracts
nature-loving vacationers and tourists who enjoy activities such as
kayaking or cross-country skiing. Others simply float through the
area onboard a cruise ship. Whatever the reason people are coming
to Antarctica and it's causing some controversy.

Antarctica is
the Earth's southernmost continent, encapsulating the South Pole.
It is situated in the Antarctic region of the Southern Hemisphere,
almost entirely south of the Antarctic Circle. Antarctica is
totally surrounded by the Southern Ocean and is the fifth-largest
continent in area after Asia, Africa, North America, and South
America.

Antarctica is
nearly twice the size of Australia. About 98% of Antarctica is
covered by ice that averages at least 1.6 kilometres in
thickness.
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If you think
that all you are going to see in Antarctica is snow and icebergs
and more icebergs then you are totally wrong. There are many
cruises that can take you around this great continent. You get to
enjoy your travel in style and get to see Antarctica's teeming
wildlife.

The Antarctic
Peninsula is 1500 miles long and very narrow promontory, which
extends into the Southern Ocean towards South America. The entire
length of the peninsula is mountainous, formed of rocks 65-225
million years old overlain by more recent rocks and glacial
deposits. It is connected to the Andes in South America by a
submarine ridge. The coast of the peninsula is dotted with
thousands of islands, which are one of Antarctica’s richest
breeding grounds for seabirds, seals, and penguins. The islands are
also the main location for ship based tourism operations because of
their accessibility.

The majority
of the tourism operations visit the northern half of the peninsula
known as Graham Land and they focus on the major geographical
features of this region.

Antarctica
Climate

Antarctica is
the coldest, driest, and windiest continent and has the highest
average elevation of all the continents. It is considered a desert
with an annual rainfall of only 200 mm along the coast and far less
rain inland.

The
temperature in Antarctica has been recorded to reach −89 degrees C
during the winter.

Population

There are no
permanent human residents living in Antarctica. There are
approximately 1,000 to 5,000 people who reside at the research
stations scattered across the continent. Many of the stations are
staffed year-round, the winter-over personnel typically arriving
from their home countries for a one-year assignment.

There is no
indigenous government, management of the Antarctic is organised
through the legal framework of the Antarctic Treaty of 1959.
Forty-seven nations are now party to this agreement, and seven of
those - UK, Norway, Chile, France, Australia, Argentina and New
Zealand - have historic claims on parts of the continent as
national territory.

The 1959
Antarctic Treaty preserves the status quo of the continent by
neither recognizing nor rejecting the claims of these countries and
by not allowing expansion in any way on the continent.

The Antarctic
Treaty; was signed by 12 countries in 1959. To date 47 countries
have signed the treaty. The treaty prohibits military activities
and mineral mining, prohibits nuclear blasts and power, supports
scientific research, and protects the continent's eco-zone.


History And Myths Of Antarctica

The Antarctic
continent was joined with Australia, Africa, South America, and
India in a super-continent known as Gondwanaland. This
super-continent was centred in the southern oceans of the Mesozoic
era 200 million years ago.

By the
Cretaceous period approximately 70 million years ago these
continents had began to separate through continental drift. Africa,
South America, and India drifted north to their current
positions.

Australia
separated from Antarctica 40 million years ago during the Tertiary
period. Antarctica remained in its southern position over the South
Pole.

Although myths
and speculation about a Terra Australis ("Southern Land") date back
to antiquity, the first confirmed sighting of the continent is
commonly accepted to have occurred in 1820 by the Russian
expedition of Fabian Gottlieb von Bellingshausen and Mikhail
Lazarev.

The continent
remained largely neglected for the rest of the 19th century because
of its hostile environment, lack of resources, and isolation.


Falkland Island Sightseeing

While on a
cruise ship, you can get to see the island’s wildlife from the
ship’s deck. You can also get to experience firsthand what it is to
be near penguins. If you get tired of nature, then strolling along
the streets of Stanley is perfect for your shopping and souvenirs
needs.

The Falkland
Islands are located in the South Atlantic Ocean on a projection of
the Patagonian continental shelf about 250 nautical miles from the
Patagonia coastline and slightly to the north of the southerly tip
of Cape Horn and of its undersea extension, the Scotia Arc.

In ancient
geological time this shelf was part of Gondwana, which around 400
million years ago broke from what is now Africa and drifted
westwards relative to Africa.
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Cape Horn


Falkland Island’s Port Stanley

This is the
capital of the Falkland Island. Here, you will get to know more
about the island’s unique culture and hospitable people and get to
sightsee numerous stranded clippers from about a century ago. There
are also bars influenced by the British for you to enjoy.

Stanley (also
known as "Port Stanley") is the capital and only true city in the
Falkland Islands. It is located on the isle of East Falkland, on a
north-facing slope, south of Stanley Harbour, in one of the wettest
parts of the islands.

At the 2006
census, the city had a population of 2,115.
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 Falkland
Islands Climate

The Falkland
Islands have a Maritime Subarctic climate that is very much
influenced by the cool the South Atlantic Ocean and its northerly
Patagonian current giving it a narrow annual temperature range.

The January
average maximum temperature is about 13°C and the July maximum
average temperature is about 4°C.

The average
annual rainfall is 573.6 millimetres with East Falkland being
generally wetter than West Falkland.

Humidity and
winds are however constantly high with frequent gales in the
winter.

Snow and sleet
are frequent in winter, although snowfall is rarely deep,
particularly in the winter.


Cruising the South Atlantic

South Georgia
is also a favorite spot among travelers who want to experience
Antarctica’s native marine animals. Let your eyes feast on the
majestic glacier-carved coves and the ruggedness of its beautiful
shores. If you get lucky enough, you might get to visit Salisbury
Plain, home of the king penguins.

South Georgia

South Georgia
and the South Sandwich Islands (SGSSI) are a British overseas
territory and overseas territory of the European Union in the
southern Atlantic Ocean.

It is a remote
and inhospitable collection of islands, consisting of South Georgia
and a chain of smaller islands, known as the South Sandwich
Islands.

There is no
native population on the islands; the present inhabitants are the
British Government Officer, Deputy Postmaster, scientists, and
support staff from the British Antarctic Survey who maintain
scientific bases at Bird Island and at the capital, King Edward
Point, as well as museum staff at nearby Grytviken.

South
Georgia Geography

South Georgia
and the South Sandwich Islands are a collection of islands in the
South Atlantic Ocean.

Most of the
islands, rising steeply from the sea, are rugged and mountainous.
At higher elevations the islands are permanently covered with ice
and snow.

The South
Georgia Group lies east-southeast of the Falkland Islands.

It comprises
of South Georgia Island itself (by far the largest island in the
territory)

Smaller islands and
inlets include:

Annenkov
Island

Bird
Island

Cooper
Island

Grass
Island

Pickersgill
Islands

Welcome
Islands

Willis
Islands

Trinity
Island

The South
Sandwich Islands which form a separate island group.
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South Georgia
Climate

The
permanently cold sea maintains a cold maritime climate on the
islands, and the weather is highly variable and harsh. Typical
daily maximum temperatures in South Georgia at sea level are around
0 °C in winter (August) and 8 °C in summer (January).

Winter minimum
temperatures are typically about −5 °C and rarely dip below −10
°C.

Annual
precipitation in South Georgia is about 1,500 mm much of which
falls as sleet or snow, which is possible in any month.

The Drake Passage

The Drake
Passage or Sea of Hoces is the body of water between the southern
tip of South America at Cape Horn, Chile and the South Shetland
Islands of Antarctica. It is named for the English navigator, Sir
Francis Drake.

Cruises will
also take you through the Drake Passage where you can observe more
of Antarctica’s sea creatures and bird life. Ships in the passage
are often good platforms for the sighting of whales, dolphins and
plentiful seabirds including giant petrels, other petrels,
albatrosses and penguins.

It is known as
the roughest ocean in the world. Satellite images show a cyclonic
low of basically hurricane strength travels through the Drake
Passage on the average of once every three weeks.

All sailors
cross this violent stretch of water between Antarctica and South
America, which is frequented by icebergs, waves and gale-force
winds with trepidation.

Many still
prefer to use the still dangerous, but more sheltered Strait of
Magellan.

The opening of
the Panama Canal in 1914 reduced the need for maritime travel
around Cape Horn and through the Drake Passage.
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It connects
the southwestern part of the Atlantic Ocean (Scotia Sea) with the
southeastern part of the Pacific Ocean and extends into the
Southern Ocean. The passage receives its English language name from
the 16th century English privateer Sir Francis Drake. Drake's only
remaining ship, after having passed through the Strait of Magellan,
was blown far south in September of 1578. This incident implied an
open connection between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.

Half a century
earlier, after a gale had pushed them South from the entrance of
the Strait of Magellan, the crew of the Spanish navigator Francisco
de Hoces thought they saw a land's end and possibly inferred this
passage in 1525. For this reason, some Spanish and Latin American
historians and sources call it Mar de Hoces after Francisco de
Hoces.

The first
recorded voyage through the passage was that of the Eendracht,
captained by the Dutch navigator Willem Schouten in 1616, naming
Cape Horn in the process.

There is no
significant land anywhere around the world at the latitudes of the
Drake Passage, which is important to the unimpeded flow of the
Antarctic Circumpolar Current which carries a huge volume of water
(about 600 times the flow of the Amazon River) through the Passage
and around Antarctica.

Caldera
volcanoes are ones where the diameter of the circular to oval
crater exceeds 1 mile. These form when so much lava is erupted
(blown out) so rapidly it partially empties the underlying magma
chamber. When this happens the summit of the volcanic structure
collapses into the emptied magma chamber. Typically the erupted
material occurs as air-fall or pyroclastic flows.

Drake
Passage Geography

A peak on the
east side of the island, Mt. Pond, has an elevation of 542 m, and
glaciers cover over half the island.

Several maars
line the inside rim of the caldera, with some containing crater
lakes (including one named Crater Lake).

Others form
bays within the harbour such as the wide Whalers Bay.

Other features of the
island include

Mount
Achala

Primero de
Mayo Bay

Sewing-Machine
Needles

Telefon
Bay

Telefon
Ridge
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Drake Passage
Climate

Deception
Island exhibits some wildly varying microclimates. Some water
temperatures reach 70 °C. Near volcanic areas the air can be as hot
as 40 °C.

Deception
Island has become a popular tourist stop in Antarctica because of
its several colonies of chinstrap penguins, as well as the novel
possibility of making a warm bath by digging into the sands of the
beach. Bailey Head on the west side of the island holds one of the
world's largest chinstrap rookeries.

Mount Flora is
the first site in Antarctica where fossilized plants were
discovered.
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Bailey Head

After the
Norwegian Coastal Cruise Liner MS Nordkapp ran aground off the
coast of Deception Island on 30 January 2007, fuel from the ship
washed into a bay. Ecological damage has not yet been determined.
On 4 February 2007 the Spanish Gabriel de Castilla research station
on Deception Island reported that water and sand tests were clean
and that they had not found signs of the oil, estimated as 500 to
750 litres (130 to 200 US gallons; 110 to 160 imperial gallons) of
light diesel.


Things To Do In The Drake Passage

Jumping over
Cape


Deception Island’s Bailey Head









 Sailing through Lemaire
Channel







Grytviken of South Georgia
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