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BIOGRAPHY


Becoming a successful author is no small feat, but the extent at which James Patterson has achieved success in the publishing, film, and entrepreneur field is astounding. The bestselling author of over 120 books, Patterson has pushed the boundaries of success in all genres, specifically in the suspense and mystery genres.
James Brendan Patterson, the only boy in a family of four children, was born on March 22, 1947, in Newburgh, New York, to Charles and Isabelle Patterson. His father, an emotionally distant man, was an insurance salesclerk and his mother was a schoolteacher. When Patterson was two or three years old, an African American cook, who worked in a restaurant Patterson's grandparents owned, came to live with his family because she and her husband had been having marital problems. Patterson became very close to her and spent a great deal of time with her and her extended family. This relationship was very important to Patterson, and he used this relationship in a number of his novels. For example, Jimmy Horn's mother in The Thomas Berryman Number is an African American teacher, and his bestselling detective series, Alex Cross, features an African American protagonist. 
While many authors have discussed reading as a form of their own development as writers, Patterson never sought the escapism that books offered and wasn't a voracious reader as a child. In later years, Patterson would describe himself as a reluctant reader. However, in his freshman year at Manhattan College, Patterson worked as as an aide at McLean Hospital, a well-regarded mental hospital that had many celebrities as patients over the years, including Sylvia Plath, Ray Charles, and David Foster Wallace, among others. While on night shifts Patterson developed his love for reading, but his chosen material was far removed from the suspenseful thrillers and action-packed stories he would eventually become famous for. Instead, he read a great deal of literary fiction such as Ulysses by James Joyce. While working there, Patterson developed a friendship with poet Robert Lowell, who would often read to the other patients. Lowell and Patterson would go on walks where he would explain his poems and why he wrote them. This was the impetus that got James Patterson writing, scribbling in notebooks while on night shift.
In 1969, Patterson attended Manhattan College where he majored in English, in 1970, he attended Vanderbilt University where he obtained his master's degree in English literature. His master's thesis was a novel, Father Wrote a Hemingway Novel, though it was never published.
Despite Patterson's taste in literary fiction, it wasn't until he read The Exorcist by William Peter Blatty and The Day of the Jackal by Frederick Forsyth that he decided that he wanted to write popular fiction. This type of popular fiction appealed him; however, he thought it was presumptuous that he could make a living from his writing. After earning his master's degree, Patterson turned to the advertising industry as a junior copywriter.
In 1971, James moved to New York City to work for J. Walter Thompson, a major advertising company that was founded in 1896. Over the years, Patterson was responsible for many famous ads for companies such as Burger King and Kodak. As time went on, and through hard work and diligence, Patterson climbed the corporate ladder and eventually became the North American CEO of J. Walter Thompson. But despite his success in the corporate world, he never gave up his ambition of becoming a writer.
In 1976, Patterson published his first novel, The Thomas Berryman Number, a suspense novel. The book was initially rejected by thirty-one publishers but was finally accepted and published by Little, Brown and Company. To date, this remains his most critical success, receiving the 1977 Edgar Allan Poe Award for Best First Novel. Later in his career, Patterson stated that he feels The Thomas Berryman Number is his best-written novel, with much stronger sentences than his subsequent books, but the story was weak and very slow. Over the next several years, Patterson published several more books to moderate success: Season of the Machete (1977), See How They Run (1979) and Cradle and All (1980).
Tragedy struck Patterson in 1981 when his fiancée, Jane Blanchard, whom he had met in 1974, was diagnosed with a brain tumor. He cared for Jane over the next three years until her death in 1984. Patterson who loved Jane very much, so her death was extremely hard on him. Due to his work commitments as well as taking care of Jane, Patterson didn't publish his next book until 1986, Black Market, which had mixed reviews. One review called it “abysmally dumb,” but it did receive somewhat positive reviews from Business Review and The Atlanta Journal. In 2000, Black Market was partially re-written as Black Friday. In 1989, Patterson wrote The Midnight Club, which also gained mixed reviews.
In 1991, Patterson wrote his first nonfiction, The Day America Told the Truth, a collaboration with Peter Kim. The book is the result of a survey that had been conducted among the American public on such topics as sex, crime, punishment, rape, the death penalty, and more. His second collaboration with Peter Kim, The Second American Revolution, which came out in 1994, tackles the differences between solutions to current issues and political practices. These two collaborations were just the start of the next phase of Patterson's writing career. 
Over the course of eighteen years (1976 – 1994), James published nine books, seven fiction and two nonfiction. Patterson retired from advertising in 1996 which enabled him to pick up the pace with his publishing schedule; on average, he published one book a year, and in some cases, he published three books in a year like he did in 1996 and 2001. 
With Along Came a Spider he introduced Alex Cross, a homicide detective, and the start of a series which would become his most successful and endearing character. After the success with Along Came a Spider, Patterson continued to add to the series with a whole string of Alex Cross novels: Kiss the Girls (1995), Jack & Jill (1996), Cat and Mouse (1997), Pop Goes the Weasel (1999), Roses Are Red (2000), Violets Are Blue (2001), and by 2017 there are a total of twenty-two in the Alex Cross novels. With Patterson's increased in output came an increase in book sales. From publication date to 2006 Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, and Four Blind Mice had sold a combined 2,366,000 copies in hardcover. This put Patterson in an enviable position of having complete creative control of his entire creative and publishing output.
Patterson decided to branch out in 1996 and collaborate with Peter De Jonge, an unknown author and a former advertising colleague, on the fiction novel Miracle on the 17th Green. Patterson wrote a very detailed outline that De Jonge worked from and every few weeks De Jonge submitted what he had written and Patterson would critique it to make sure that he was on the right track. It wasn't until 2002 that Patterson started to employ other writers on a regular basis to increase his output in multiple genres. 
Patterson has a prolific writing career, but he has been able to expand and maintain his output because of his collaboration with other authors. Some of the authors were already established author in their own right, while others Patterson had worked with his advertising days. They were basically hired guns. They would receive a once-time payment and receive no royalty payments. As the early 2000s progressed, Patterson was able to publish multiple books per year, ranging from eight to seventeen books per year. He hired authors who he had either previously worked with in the advertising industry such as Maxine Paetro and Peter De Jonge or up-and-coming authors such as Andrew Gross were suggested to him through his publisher.
This method of publishing has garnered Patterson a fare share of criticism from fellow authors and journalists alike, and he has been labelled “the Henry Ford of the publishing industry,” because he create an assembly line for his novels. However, such criticism hasn't stopped Patterson from increasing his output and also branching out into children's books, or partnering up with comedians and children's authors such as Chris Grabenstein and Chris Tebbetts. 
In 2016, Patterson started a series called BookShots to get non-readers interested in reading, novella-length stories that can be read in one sitting. "Cross Kill", the first BookShots and another Alex Cross addition, sold eighteen-thousand copies in its first week. This title made it on Publisher's Weekly paperback bestseller list. The second title, "Zoo 2", sold twelve-thousand copies, making it Publisher's Weekly number five position on the paperback bestseller list. Many critics have claimed that these novella-sized stories are simply too long to be read in one sitting and it is simply another ploy by Patterson, the advertising pro, to sell as many books as possible. Out of all the BookShots titles available only a handful are written exclusively by Patterson himself. The remaining titles are novellas either written from an outline prepared by Patterson or completely outlined, approved, and written by another author. According to one of his co-writers in an online article she wrote the outline and submitted it for his approval. After several attempts the outline was finally accepted and she wrote the twenty-thousand-word novella with minor changes by Patterson himself.
Stephen King, the bestselling horror novelist, has also been a very vocal critic of Patterson's methodology in producing so many titles in a relatively short amount of time. King, the author of bestsellers like Carrie (1974), The Shining (1977), and Christine (1983), mentioned in an interview that he thought Patterson was very successful but that he was a terrible writer. Patterson has decided to largely ignore such criticisms. Instead, he has nothing but praise for the world renowned horror writer. “Even though Stephen King has been taking shots at me for years,” Patterson said, he still likes King as a writer. 
In 2016, Patterson partnered up with Derek Nikitas to author the BookShots title "The Murder of Stephen King." Patterson said in a press release about the title “I've been a Stephen King fan for years, and writing this book gave me the opportunity [to] explore what happens when an author's own novels put him in danger.” On the BookShots website James Patterson wrote, “I'm a Stephen King fan, but Stephen King did not participate in the making of this novel, nor is he affiliated with it in any way. I hope he likes it.” Whether this was merely a marketing ploy or Patterson avoiding being sued by the master of horror, the book was pulled from release and Patterson said in a media release, “my book is a positive portrayal of a fictional character, and, spoiler alert, the main character is not actually murdered,” he then went on to say, “I do not want to cause Stephen King or his family any discomfort. Out of respect for them, I have decided not to publish The Murder of Stephen King.” This title was replaced by "Taking the Titanic", co-written with Scott Slavin, which was released in November 2016. 
As his fame and wealth increased so did his charitable donations. Patterson has taken a strong stance on childhood literacy in America. In current times, children are growing up watching content on a screen or playing video games, so Patterson has made it his life's goal to pull children away from a computer screen and read a good book, whether it's his book or another author.
In 2005, Patterson initiated the PageTurner Awards, which offered grants to teachers, libraries, and book stores around America, however, it was discontinued in 2008, because there weren't enough applications to make it sustainable. In 2011, he launched www.readkiddoread.com. This web-based approached has proven to be more popular and easily accessible, providing a whole range of reading lists for different age groups, competitions, community message boards, and lesson plans for educators. Patterson's own books are not prominently shown on the web page, however, there is a list of his most popular books for younger readers, more specifically the Middle School series, the Daniel X series, and the Maximum Ride series, under the About James tab
In 2013 and 2014, Patterson donated a $1 million and $473,000, respectively, to independent bookstores across the US. In 2015, he donated $1.25 million to benefit school libraries, in which the libraries would be able to access this money by applying through Scholastic Reading Club and, depending on terms and conditions, were able to receive from $1,000 to $10,000. In the third instalment of Patterson's philanthropic donations to help children's literacy, Patterson donated $1.75 million in 2017 to school libraries across America, which will consist of 3,500 teachers, from pre-K to year 12, who will receive grants of $500 to improve classroom libraries.
While Patterson is generous in his monetary contribution, he has also donated books to communities. In Boyton Beach, Florida, Patterson visited Congress Middle School and donated nearly thirty thousand books to the students. The sixth graders received Middle School: The Worst Years of My Life while the seventh graders received Maximum Ride: The Angel Experiment, both of which are Patterson's titles.
For the better part of two decades, James Patterson has used his professional marketing skills to become the most widely read author in history. Patterson's unique work schedule and publishing tactics have allowed him to out-sell Stephen King, John Grisham and Dan Brown, three literary juggernauts in their own right. It is estimated that one in every seventeen hardcover novels sold is a James Patterson title. With an estimated net worth of just less than half a billion dollars and an annual income of $90 million, James Patterson is just warming up. Patterson, with the aide of his cowriters, is pushing the boundaries of what is














