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Appendix

First Massachusetts Charter (March 4, 1629)

The “errand in the wilderness” would not have been possible for the Massachusetts Bay Company without the permission of King Charles I providing the colonists access to the area between three miles north of the Merrimack River and three miles south of the Charles River. This geographic area would remain the region known as Massachusetts Bay Colony until the arrival of Sir Edmund Andros and the creation of the Dominion of New England. The First Massachusetts Bay Charter outlines not only the boundaries of the colony, but also the government responsibilities of the Massachusetts Bay Company in establishing their “city upon a hill.”

Charles, by the grace of god…[does] give and graunte unto…Sir Henry Rosewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Saltonstall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, Symon Whetcombe, Isaack Johnson, Samuell Aldersey, John Ven, Mathewe Cradock, George Harwood, Increase Nowell, Richard Pery, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuell Vassall, Theophius Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William Vassall, William Pinchion, and George Foxcrofte, their Heires and Assignes, all that Parte of Newe England in America, which lyes and extendes between a great River there, comonlie called Monomack River, alias Merrimack River, and a certain other River there, called Charles River, being in the Bottome of a certain Bay there, commonly called Massachusetts, alias Mattachusetts, alias Massatusetts Bay: And also all those Landes and Hereditaments whatsoever, which lye and be within the Space of Three English Myles to the Northward of the saide River, called Monomack, alias Merrymack, or to the Norward of any and every Parte thereof, and all Landes and Hereditaments whatsoever, lying within the Lymitts aforesaid, North and South in Latitude and Bredth, and in Length and Longitude, of and within all the Bredth aforesaid, throughout the mayne Landes there, from the Atlantick and Westerne Sea and Ocean on the east Parte, to the South Sea on the West Parte; and all Landes and Groundes, Place and Places, Soyles, Woodes, and Wood Groundes, Havens, Portes, Rivers, Waters, and Hereditaments whatsoever, lyeing within the said Boundes and Lymytts, and every Parte and Parcel l thereof; and also all Islandes in America aforesaid, in the saide Seas, or either of them, on the Westerne or Easterne Coastes, or Partes of the saide Tracks of Landes hereby mentioned to be given and graunted, or any of them; and all Mynes and Mynerals as well Royal mynes of Gold and Silver and other mynes and minerals, whatsoever, in the said Landes and Premisses, or any parte thereof, and free Libertie of fishing in or within any the Rivers or Waters within the Boundes and Lymytts aforesaid, and the Seas therevnto adjoining; and all Fishes, Royal Fishes, Whales, Balan, Sturgions, and other Fishes of what Kinde or Nature soever.…To be holdes of Vs our Heires and Successors, as of our Manor of Eastgreenwich in our Countie of Kent, within our Realme of England, in free and common Soccage, and not in Capite, nor by Knights Service; and also teilding and paying therefor, to Vs, our Heires and Successors, the fifte Parte onlie of all Oare of Gould and Silver, which from tyme to tyme, and at all tymes hereafter, shall be there gotten, had, or obteyned, for all Services, Exactions, and Demaundes whatsoever.…Wee have further hereby of our especial Grace, [&] certain Knowledge…Given, graunted and confirmed…vnto our said trustie and welbeloved subjects…and all such others as shall hereafter be admitted and made free of the Company and Society hereafter mentioned, shall from tyme to tyme, and att al tymes forever hereafter be, by Vertue of theis presents, on Body corporate and politique in Face and Name, by the Name of the Governor and Company of the Mattachusetts Bay in Newe-England, and them by the Name of the Governour and Company of the Mattachusetts Bay in Newe-England, one Bodie politique and corporate, in Deede, Fact, and Name; Wee doe for vs, our Heires and Successors, make, ordeyne, constitute, and confirme by theis Presents, and that by that name they shall have perpetuall Succession, and by that Name they and their Successors shall and maie be capeable and enabled aswell to implead, and to be impleaded, and to prosecute, demaund, and aunswere, and be aunsweared vnto, in all and singular Suites, Causes, Quarrells, and Actions, of what kinde or nature soever. And also to have, take, possesse, acquire, and purchase and Landes, Tenements, or Hereditaments, or any Goodes or Chattells, and the same to lease, graunte, demise, alien, bargaine, sell, and dispose of, as other our liege People of this our Realme of England, or any other corporacon or Body politique of the same may lawfully doe.

AND FURTHER, That the said Governour and Companye, and thier Successors, maie have forever one comon Seal, to be vsed in all Causes and Occasions of the said Company, and the same Seale may alter, chaunge, breake, and newe make, from tyme to tyme, at their pleasures. And our Will and Pleasure is, and Wee doe hereby for Vs, our Heires and Successors, ordeyne and graunte, That from henceforth for ever, there shalbe on Governor, one Deputy Governor, and eighteene Assistants of the same Company, to be from tyme to tyme constituted, elected and chosen out of the Freemen of the saide Company, for the twyme being, in such Manner and Forme as hereafter in theis Presents is expressed, which said Officers shall applie themselves to take Care for the best disposeing and ordering of the generall buysines and Affaires of, for, and concerning the said Landes and Premisses hereby mentioned, to be graunted, and the Planticion thereof, and the Government of the People there. AND FOR the better Execution of our Royall Pleasure and Graunte in this Behalf, Wee doe, bu theis presents, for Vs, our Heires and Successors, nominate, ordeyne, make, & constitute; our welbeleved the saide Mathewe Cradocke, to be the first and present Governor of the said Company, and the saide Thomas Goffe, to be Deputy Governor of the saide Company, and the saide Sir Richard Saltonstall, Isaack Johnson, Samuell Aldersey, John Ven, John Humfrey, John Endecott, Simon Whetcombe, Increase Noell, Richard Pery, Nathaniel Wright, Samuell Vassall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Adams, Thomas Hutchins, John Browne, George Foxcrofte, William Vassall, and William Pinchion, to be the present Assistants of the saide Company, to continue in the saide several Offices respectivelie for such tyme, and in such manner, as in and by theis Presents is hereafter declared and appointed. AND FURTHER, Wee…doe ordeyne and graunte, That the Governor of the saide Company…shall have Authoritie from tyme to tyme vpon all Occasions, to give order for the assembling of the saide Company, and calling them together to consult and advise of the Bussinesses and Affaires of the saide Company, and that the said Governor, Deputie Governor and Assistants of the saide Company, for the tyme being, shall or maie once every Moneth, or oftener at their Pleasures, assemble and houlde and keepe a Courte or Assemblie of themselves, for the better ordering and directing of their Affaires, and that any seaven or more persons of the Assistants, togither with the Governor, or Deputie Governor soe assembled, shalbe saide, taken, held and reputed to be, and shalbe a full and sufficient Courte or Assemblie of the said Company, for the handling, ordering and dispatching of all such Buysinesses and Occurrents as shall from tyme to tyme happen, touching or concerning the said Company or Planation; and that there shall or maie be held and kept by the Governor, or Deputie Governor of the said Company, and seaven or more of the said Assistants for the tyme being, vpon every last Wednesday in Hillary, Easter, Trinity and Michas Termes respectivelie forever, one greate generall and solempe assemblie, which foure generall assemblies shalbe stiled and called the foure greate and generall Courts of the saide Company; IN all and every, of any of which saide greate and generall Courts soe assembled, WEE DOE…give and graunte to the saide Governor and Company, and their Sucessors, That the Governor, or in his absence the Deputie Governor of the saide Company for the tyme being, and such of the Assistants and Freeman of the saide Company as shall be present, or the greater nomber of them so assembled, whereof the Governor or Deputie Governor and six of the Assistants at the least to be seaven, shall have full Power and authoritie to choose, nominate, and appointe, such and soe many others as they shall thinke fitt, and that shall be willing to accept the same, to be free of the said Company and Body, and them into the same to admitt; and to elect and constitute such Officers as they shaall thinke fitt and requisite, for the ordering, mannaging, and dispatching of the Affaires of the saide Govenor and Company, and their Successors; And to make Lawes and Ordinances for the Good and Welfare of the saide Company, and for the Government and ordering of the saide Landes and Plantation, and the People inhabiting and to inhabite the same, as to them from tyme to tyme shalbe thought meete, soe as such Lawes and Ordinances be not contrarie or repugnant to the Lawes and Statuts of this our Realme of England. AND, our Will and Pleasure is…That yearely once in the yeare, for ever hereafter, namely, the last Wednesday in Easter Tearme, yearely, The Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Assistants of the said Company and all other officers of the saide Company shalbe in the Generall Court or Assembly to be held for that Day or Tyme, newly chosen for the Yeare ensueing by such greater parte of the said Comapany, for the Tyme being, then and there present as is aforesaide.…And, Wee doe further…give and graunte to the said Governor and Company, and their Successors for ever by theis Presents, That it shalbe lawfull and free for them and their Assignes, at all and every Tyme and Tymes hereafter, out of any our Realmes or Domynions whatsoever, to take, leade, carry, and transport, for in and into their Voyages, and for and towardes the said Plantation in Newe England, all such and soe many of our loving Subjects, or any other strangers that will become our loving Subjects, and live under our Allegiance, as shall willinglie accompany them in the same Voyages and Plantation; and also Shipping, Armour, Weapons, Ordinance, Municon, Powder, Shott, Corne, Victualls, and all Manner of Clothing, Implements, Furniture, Beastes, Cattle, Horses, Mares, Merchandizes, and all other Thinges necessarie for the said Plantation, and for their Vse and Defence, and for Trade with the People there, and in passing and returning to and fro, any Lawe or Statute to the contrarie hereof in any wise notwithstanding; and without payeing or yeilding any Custome or Subsidie, either inward or outward, to Vs, our Heires or Successors, for the same, by the Space of seaven Yeares from the Day of the Date of theis Presents. Provided, that none of the saide Persons be such as shalbe hereafter by especiall Name restrayned by Vs, our Heires or Successors. And, for their further Encouragement of our especiall Grace and Favor, Wee…yeild and graunt to the saide Governor and Company, and their Successors, and every of them, their Factors and Assignes, That they and every of them shalbe free and quitt from all Taxes, Subsidies, and Customes, in Newe England, for the like Space of seaven Yeares, and from all Taxes and Imposicons for the Space of twenty and one Yeares, vpon all Goodes and Merchandizes at any Tyme or Tymes hereafter, either vpon Importation thither, or Exportation from thence into our Realme of England, or into any other our Domynions by the said Governor and Company, and their Successors, their Deputies, Factors, and Assignes, or any of them; Except onlie the five Pounds per Centum due for Custome vpon all such Goodes and Merchandizes as after the saide seaven Yeares shalbe expired, shalbe brought or imported into our Realme of England, or any other of our Dominions, according to the auncient Trade of Merchants.…

And, further our Will and Pleasure is…That all and every the Subiects of Vs, our Heires or Successors, which shall goe to and inhabits within the saide Landes and Premisses hereby mentioned to be graunted, and every of their Children which shall happen to be borne there, or on the Seas in goeing thither, or retorning from thence, shall have and enjoy all liberties and Immunities of free and naturall Subiects within any of the Domynions of Vs, our Heires or Successors, to all Intents, Constructions, and Purposes whatsoever, as yf they and everie of them were borne within the Realme of England. And that the Governor and Deputie Governor of the said Company for the Tyme being, or either of them, and any two or more of such of the saide Assistants as shalbe therevnto appointed by the saide Governor and Company at any of their Courts or Assemblies to be held as aforesaide, shall and maie at all Tymes, and from tyme to tyme hereafter, have full Power and Authoritie to minister and give the Oathe and Oathes of Supremacie and Allegiance, or either of them, to all and everie Person and Persons, which shall at any Tyme or Tymes hereafter goe or passe to the Landes and Premisses hereby mentioned to be graunted to inhabite in the same. And, Wee doe of our further Grace, certen Knowledg and meere Motion, give and graunte to the saide Governor and Company, and their Successors, That it shall and maie be lawfull, to and for the Governor or Deputie Governor, and such of the Assistants and Freemen of the said Company for the Tyme being as shalbe assembled in any of their generall Courts aforesaide, or in any other Courtes to be specially sumoned and assembled for that Purpose, or the greater Parte of them (whereof the Governor or Deputie Governor, and six of the Assistants to be alwaies seaven) from tyme to tyme, to make, ordeine, and establishe all Manner of wholesome and reasonable Orders, Lawes, Statutes, and Ordinances, Directions, and Instructions, not contrairie to the Lawes of this our Realme of England, aswell for setling of the Formes and Ceremonies of Government and Magistracy, fitt and necessary for the said Plantation, and the Inhabitants there, and for nameing and setting of all sorts of Officers, both superior and inferior, which they shall finde needefull for that Government and Plantation, and the distinguishing and setting forth of the severall duties, Powers, and Lymytts of every such Office and Place, and the Formes of such Oathes warrantable by the Lawes and Statutes of this our Realme of England, as shalbe respectivelie ministered vnto them for the Execution of the said severall Offices and Places; as also, for the disposing and ordering of the Elections of such of the said Officers as shalbe annuall, and of such others as shalbe to succeede in Case of Death or Removeall, and ministring the said Oathes to the newe elected Officers, and for Imposicons of lawfull Fynes, Mulcts, Imprisonment, or other lawfull Correction, according to the Course of other Corporacons in this our Realme of England, and for the directing, ruling, and disposeing of all other Matters and Thinges, whereby our said People, Inhabitants there, may be soe religiously, peaceablie, and civilly governed, as their good Life and orderlie Conversacon, maie wynn and incite the Natives of Country, to the Knowledg and Obedience of the onlie true God and Sauior of Mankinde, and the Christian Fayth, which in our Royall Intention, and the Adventurers free Profession, is the principall Ende of this Plantation. Willing, commanding, and requiring, and by theis Presents for Vs, our Heires, and Successors, ordeyning and appointing, that all such Orders, Lawes, Statuts and Ordinances, Instructions and Directions, as shal be soe made by the Governor, or Deputie Governor of the said Company, and such of the Assistants and Freemen as aforesaide, and published in Writing, vnder their comon Seale, shal be carefullie and dulie observed, kept, performed, and putt in Execution, according to the true Intent and Meaning of the same; and theis our Letters-patents, or the Duplicate or exemplification thereof, shal be to all and everie such Officers, superior and inferior, from Tyme to Tyme, for the putting of the same Orders, Lawes, Statutes, and Ordinances, Instructions, and Directions, in due Execution against Vs, our Heires and Successors, a sufficient Warrant and Discharge.

Source: Thorpe, Francis Newton. The Federal and State Constitutions, Colonial Charters, and Other Organic Laws of the States, Territories, and Colonies Now or Heretofore Forming the United States of America. Vol. III. Washington: GPO, 1909.

King Philip's War: The Puritan Explanation (November 3, 1675)

Without doubt one of the most devastating conflicts ever to take place in colonial New England, the King Philip's War (1675–1676) resulted in a near disaster for the Puritans of the region, destroying several towns and villages, driving back the English population toward the coast and resulting in the deaths and captivity of thousands. It set the stage for social tensions leading to the Salem witch trials. The following is a brief interpretation of the events which brought the conflict upon the colony. Following this explanation of the war are a series of resolutions designed to correct behavior and new customs which, in the opinion of the General Court, need to be addressed.

Whereas the most wise and holy God for several years past, hath not only warned us by his word, but chastised us with his rods, inflicting upon us many general (through lesser) judgments, but we have neither heard the word nor rod as we aught, so as to be effectually humbled for our sins to repent of them, reform, and amend our ways; hence it is the righteous God hath heightened our calamity and given commission to the barbarous heathen to rise up against us, and to become a smart rod and sure scourge to us, in burning and depopulating several hopeful plantations, murdering many of our people of all sorts and seeming as it were to cast us off, and putting us to shame, and not going forth with our armies, hereby speaking aloud to us to search and try our ways, and turn again unto the Lord our God, from whome we have departed with a great backsliding.

1. The Court, apprehending there is too great a neglect of discipline in the churches, and especially respecting those that are their children, through the non acknowledgement of them according to the order of the gospel; and watching over them, as well as chastising of them, inquiring into their spiritual estates, that, being brought to take hold of the covenant, they may acknowledge and be acknowledged according to their relations to God and to His church, and their obligations to be the Lord's, and to approve themselves so to be by a suitable profession and conuersation; and does therefore does solemnly recommended it unto the respective elders and brethren of the several churches throughout this jurisdictions to take effectual course for reformation herein.

2. Whereas there is manifest pride openly appearing amongst us in that long hair, like women's hair, is worn by some men either their own or others hair made into peerwigs, and by some women wearing borders of hair, and their cutting curly & immodest laying out their hair, which practice doth prevail and increase, especially among the younger sort, —

This Court doth declare against






























No document better provides a more accurate picture of everyday life at an earlier time than a household inventory. The following two inventories illustrate what sorts of material culture might be found in the houses and storehouses of two prosperous Salem merchants of the late seventeenth century.






Valued in England as By Invoyce




































































































































































































Valued heare as money in New England:



































































Valued as cost here in New England

























































In the Shope











































































































































In the Shop Chamber










































































































































































In the Uper Warehouse











































































In the Lower Warehouse




















In the Old Hall











In the Red Bedchamber












In the Two Closets Adjoyning



In the Glase Chamber

























In the Corner Chamber


































In the Counting House & Entery





















In the Hall Chamber























Wareing Clothes























In the Counting House & Entry More










In the Hall





















In the Maides Chamber



























In the Garretts

























In the Entry Below




In the Closet



In the Peuter Rome







In the Kitchin



































In the Wash House





In the Stable






In the Seller Under the House







In the Closet of the Kitchin Chamber









In the Ktichin Chamber













































Goods that Came From England From Mre. John Iues



In the Closet in Kitchin Chamber




























At Boston: The Warhouse & Ground












































Gov. Sir William Phips brought with him a new Massachusetts Charter upon his arrival in May 1692. This charter redefined the government and responsibilities of the Colony of Massachusetts and the new nature of its relationship with the Crown as a royal colony. From the arrival of this charter in 1692 until the American Revolution, Massachusetts operated according to the guidelines and conditions herein described.
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Letters





















Rev. Deodat Lawson was minister of Salem Village from 1684 to 1688 during which time he believed that he may have had some members of his family succumb to possible witchcraft. He returned to Salem Village and delivered the following sermon to the Salem Village congregation on March 24, 1692, less than a month after the first outcries of the afflicted girls. The sermon was later published in Boston in 1704. It provides the student with a vivid insight into the opinion of an eyewitness to the earliest chapter of the Salem witchcraft episode.
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