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About The Author


PREFACE




Follow a picturesque adventure tour along the Oregon Coast’s Interstate 101 that captures the majesty and quirkiness of the state. The 338-mile exploration begins at the California border in Brookings concluding with crossing the expansive Astoria-Megler Bridge into Washington. The background and commentary from each chapter is concise and insightful giving you an intimate glimpse of a West Coast region bountiful in aesthetics and generally absent of tourist herds. Ideal for the roadtrip warrior or day-tripper. 




The routing omits sights and attractions that merit equal status as those profiled. The selection was wholly subjective by the author. Since my initial discovery in 2015, I have returned on numerous occasions, predominately during the winter months, to savor fresh attractions and a sparse visitor population. The Oregon Coast has been a remarkable discovery that never ceases to allure and consistently reveals a novel persona with each visit.
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Isaac Lee Patterson Bridge

Gold Beach to Wedderburn




The Isaac Lee Patterson Bridge, also known as the Rogue River Bridge is a concrete arch bridge than spans the Rogue River. The bridge extends Highway 101 at the point where the river empties into the Pacific Ocean, connecting the towns of Gold Beach and Wedderburm. 




Completed in late 1931, the bridge posed numerous challenges during construction particularly concrete shrinkage. The ferry was officially opened earlier than expected on the day before Christmas due to damage sustained by the ferry Rogue from floodwaters. The bridge was officially dedicated in late May 1932. Designer Conde McCullough employed the Freyssinet method of pre-tensioning the arches during construction using hydraulic jacks. The bridge became the first usage of this technique in the United States. Traversing Oregon from the California border, the bridge becomes the initial introduction to McCullough, but certainly not the last.




The detailing of the bridge incorporates substantial Art Deco motifs, with prominent pylons at the ends, stepped Moderne elements and stylized Palladian windows crowned by sunbursts. The bridge is 1,898 feet long and consists of seven 230-foot deck arch spans and nine deck girder sections. The bridge was named after former Oregon Governor Isaac Lee Patterson.
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Humbug Mountain

Near Port Orford 




Twenty miles north of the Issac Lee Patterson Bridge is Humbug Mountain, one of the highest in Oregon. Dense foliage and drainage streams line the adjacent highway. The flora, fauna and overhanging moss create intoxicating viewing.




Humbug Mountain was christened its unusual moniker based on a perceived failure by Captain William Tichenor’s exploration party of 1851. Tichenor’s band of explorers veered north from their nearby settlement of Port Orchard instead of south due to the positioning of the mountain. Humbug rises 1,756 feet above sea level and juts out as a headland into the Pacific Ocean. The original Native Americans have labeled it various names including Sugarloaf, Mount Franklin and Metus. In matters of historical naming rights, their claims were historically overlooked. In matters of historical naming rights, their claims were historically overlooked..
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Battle Rock

Port Orford




Tichenor’s name and questions regarding his competency would surface again further north regarding a land formation dubbed Battle Rock. 




In 1850, the U.S. Congress passed the Oregon Donation Land Act that essentially transformed the Quatomah Native American tribe into squatters on their own historical lands. The tribe was neither obligated to sign the treaty nor contest its terms. Predictably, they determined nothing favorable to their interests in the language of the treaty.




Tichenor’s expedition arrived the following year on the steamship Sea Gull and immediately established the initial American settlement at the base of Battle Rock. He stranded nine men from his ship and stocked them minimally. Their armaments including three aging flintlock muskets, a cache of rusty swords and a few pounds of ammunition. The men, clearly conscious of their vulnerability, managed to snatch a tiny signal gun and a four-pound cannon additionally from the ship.




The Quatomah leadership observed the proceedings and approached the intruders after their ship had departed. The tribe demanded that the group vacate immediately. The settlers had no means of escape and couldn’t voluntarily leave. They constructed a shelter on the elevated seastack (Battle Rock) and huddled around their protective cannon.




Assuming the settler’s intent to remain, a band of approximately one hundred Quatomahs attacked. The sole approach up to the camp was a narrow walkway. The cannon sufficiently dispersed the attackers upon its initial firing. The blast killed numerous approaching warriors and tossed many into the waters below. 




Following the impact of the explosion, details become murky. Some accounts claim the outnumbered nine settlers repulsed the foes through hand-to-hand combat. Twenty-three natives were reportedly killed and two settlers wounded by arrows. 




A fragile truce was reached when the settlers agreed to leave after 14 days, when their ship was due to return. The Quatomah respected the terms, but on the fifteenth day with no ship in sight, they renewed their attack. This time they doubled their force. 




During the initial skirmish, the chief of the tribe was killed on the battlefield. The tribe briefly retreated, but set up a nearby camp with plans to obliterate the settlers the following day.




The doomed nine, sensing the impending end of their good fortune, evacuated northward in the dark. They traveled over a hundred miles amidst unfamiliar terrain into the Umpqua Valley with the Quatomah in pursuit. Their trek included wading through rivers and living on snails and wild berries. The story seems improbable since their pursuers knew the topography far better.  It is unclear how they eventually found sanctuary. The historical narrative has each man surviving and relating his tales to an astonished and incredulous public. The party designated the fateful seastack formation Battle Rock.




In July 1851, Tichenor returned to Battle Rock with a well-armed regiment of seventy soldiers and officially established a settlement that he named Port Orford. Upon his retirement from the navy, Tichenor became a permanent resident and patriarch of the growing port that today remains a city of slightly over 1,000 residents.




The historical narrative allows significant space for interpretation.
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Bullards Bridge and Beach

Bandon




Bullards Bridge is a vertical-lift bridge, one of only two in Oregon, spanning the Coquille River near Bandon. It was completed in 1954 and replaced the Bullard Ferry service previously located approximately 80 feet upstream from the bridge. The lift span is flanked by two camelback truss spans and located adjacent east to Bullards Beach State Park. The name originates from the Bullard family, settlers of the region.




The bridge is visually unremarkable, but notable for several mishaps involving its original low overhead clearance. Following multiple instances of tall trucks striking the overhead girders, the construction was modified. In 2006, approximately two feet of height was added to accommodate the 9,000+ vehicles that cross daily.




Viewed to the northwest of the span, Bullards Beach hosts a diversity of beached tree trunks lining its shores. An accompanying campground fronts the Oregon Sand Dunes National Park featuring extended grassy fields and lowland forests.
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Oregon Sand Dunes National Park

Coos River to Florence




The Oregon Sand Dunes stretches forty miles north from the Coos River in North Bend to the Siuslaw River in Florence along the coast. This territory comprises the largest expanse of coastal sand dunes in North America.




The most prominent feature of the dunes is their absence of exploitation and noticeable human intervention. The terrain is unspoiled and represents millions of years of wind and rain erosion. Some of the dunes elevate to 500 feet above sea level. Our ancestors viewed the identical beauty centuries before with the same sense of wonderment and appreciation.




Recreational opportunities are interspersed including off-road vehicle use, horseback riding, hiking trails and camping. Unlike so many natural wonders spoiled by the demands for amusement, these facilities wane into the background insignificant amidst the pristine elegance of nature’s simplicity. Can one truly become blasé over such splendor?
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