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            Revelation begins with John, the last surviving apostle and an elderly man, in exile on the small barren island of Patmos, located in the Aegean Sea southwest of Ephesus. The Roman authorities had banished him there because of his faithful preaching of the gospel (1:9). While on Patmos, John received a series of visions that set forth the future history of the world.
When he was arrested, John was in Ephesus, ministering to the church there and in the surrounding cities. Seeking to strengthen those congregations, he could no longer minister to them in person, and following divine command (1:11), John addressed Revelation to them (1:4). The churches had begun to feel the effects of persecution; at least one man, probably a pastor, had already been martyred (2:13); and John himself had been exiled. But the storm of persecution was about to break in full fury upon the seven churches so dear to the apostle's heart (2:10). To those churches, Revelation provided a message of hope: God is in sovereign control of all the events of human history, and although evil often seems to have flooded everything and ungodly men seem all-powerful, their ultimate condemnation is certain. Christ will come in glory to judge and rule.
Unlike most books in the Bible, Revelation contains its own title: "The Revelation of Jesus Christ" (1:1). 'Revelation' (Greek, apokalupsis) means "a discovery," "a revelation," or "an unveiling." In the NT, this word describes the revelation of spiritual truth (Rom. 16:25; Gal 1:12; Eph 1:17; 3:3), the revelation of the children of God (Rom 8:19), the incarnation of Christ (Luke 2:32), and his glorious appearance at his second coming (2 Thess 1:7; 1 Pet 1:7). In all its uses, "revelation" refers to something or someone, once hidden, becoming visible. What this book reveals or uncovers is Jesus Christ in glory. Truths about Him and His final victory, which the rest of Scripture merely alludes to, become clearly visible through the revelation of Jesus Christ. This revelation was given to Him by God the Father and communicated to the apostle John by an angel (1:1).
The book of Revelation is the culmination of prophecies about the end times, beginning with the Old Testament. The description of the antichrist mentioned in Daniel 9:27 is elaborated upon in chapter 13 of Revelation. Apart from Revelation, examples of apocalyptic literature in the Bible are found in Daniel chapters 7-12, Isaiah chapters 24-27, Ezekiel chapters 37-41, and Zechariah chapters 9-12. All of these prophecies are gathered together in the book of Revelation.
To understand Revelation properly, the reader must recognize that this is a distinct, highly symbolic genre of literature that combines elements of Old Testament prophecy with the apocalyptic genre, a type of literature that emerged among the Jews of the first century. Although its visions often seem strange to Western readers, fortunately the book provides a number of clues for interpretation. Thus, for example, the stars are angels; the candlesticks are churches (1:20); "the great prostitute" of 17:1 is "Babylon" (perhaps Romans 17:5, 18), and the heavenly Jerusalem is the bride of the Lamb (21:9-10). Chapters 2 and 3 are true "oracles," a type of letter that appears especially in the Old Testament (e.g., Jer. 29:1-23, 29-32), but also in fragments of Greek pottery.
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General Introduction
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All the books of the Bible are important, but Revelation was the last to be written and therefore has special value as the culmination of God's revelation. It also arouses particular fascination because it predicts events that will take place in this world. That is why, in our day, when humanity seems to sense that something important is about to happen, a state of expectation has been awakened that has led many to turn to this book. However, among them we can find a legion of false prophets who make all sorts of predictions that neither come true nor will come true. Others use the biblical text to draw up a calendar of events that will occur in this world, making it coincide with their own eschatological thinking. And there is no shortage of religious eccentrics who see in Revelation the confirmation of all their eccentricities.

In any case, when we embark on the study of Revelation, we have the feeling of entering another world. There is no doubt that it is completely different from any other text in the New Testament. We encounter, for example, four living beings that look like a lion, an ox, a human being, and an eagle, and who sing a hymn of praise with great theological content. We also see a lamb that has been sacrificed but reaches out its hand to take a book. The abundance of this type of symbolic language makes its interpretation difficult, and many are discouraged from the outset.

As a result of these difficulties, different interpretations of the book have emerged, so different in many cases that it seems as if their proponents are talking about different books. This also discourages many simple people who just want to know the Word of God without getting involved in these wars between biblical commentators.

And if all this were not enough, there are many people who find the book of Revelation frightening. When they hear talk of plagues and judgments, or of the battle of Armageddon, the destruction of the world, and the final judgment, many feel afraid and prefer not to touch on these topics.

All of this should convince us that understanding the book of Revelation correctly will not be an easy task. It is not a book written to be read superficially. It will require great effort on our part before it will bless us and reveal its great riches. And for that, it will be necessary to study the text seriously, respecting its message at all times in order to grasp what it really says and not simply hear the echo of our own ideas.

The inspired author himself seemed to be aware that many would be discouraged by so many difficulties, which is why, at the beginning of the book, we find a blessing that we do not see anywhere else:

(Rev. 1:3) "Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near."

Today more than ever, the men and women of this world must not lose touch with the eternal realities spoken of in Revelation. Not so much to satisfy our curiosity, but to be renewed and strengthened in the face of the approaching end.

After all, we will not find any other part of the Bible that gives us such a detailed description of the future as Revelation does. We can well say that this book is God's answer to human concerns about the future.

Now, when we begin the study of any book of Scripture, it is always necessary to know some of its characteristics, which will be useful for a proper understanding of its content. And this is what we propose to do in the rest of this study.

The title of the book

The word "Revelation" comes from the Greek "apokalupsis," which means to unveil, to reveal. And in the specific case of this book, it refers to the revelation of future things related to the consummation of God's kingdom in this world.

Author

As in every book of the Bible, we must distinguish between the divine author and the human author. God inspired certain men through His Holy Spirit to convey His revealed truth to us.

1. The Divine Author

The book of Revelation begins with these words: "The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him" (Rev. 1:1). The seven letters to the churches of Asia found in chapters 2 and 3 each conclude with the words: "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches" (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 29) (Rev. 3:6, 13, 22). And he ends his writing with a serious warning not to add or take away anything from this book, which would imply modifying the Scriptures inspired by God (Rev. 22:18-19).

Throughout the book of Revelation, it is repeatedly stated that its original author is God.

2. The human author: John

Both at the beginning and at the end of the text, the name John appears as the person who received the revelation and wrote it down (Rev. 1:1, 4, 9) (Rev. 22:8).

The evidence seems to clearly confirm that this was none other than John the Apostle, also the author of the fourth Gospel and three epistles.

We note that he must have been a well-known person among the recipients of his writing, since he simply calls himself by the name John. It was unnecessary to add that he was an apostle of Jesus Christ, because his recipients already knew this well.

This is also consistent with the testimony of the leaders of the early Christian churches.

Justin Martyr, around 150 AD wrote: "Moreover, a man among us named John, one of the apostles of Christ, received a revelation and predicted that the followers of Christ would dwell in Jerusalem for a thousand years; and that thereafter the general and eternal resurrection and judgment of all men would take place" (Dialogue with Trypho the Jew, chapter 81). This testimony is especially important because Justin lived for some time in Ephesus and was part of one of the seven churches to which the book of Revelation is addressed.

The author of the Muratorian Fragment, dated approximately 175 AD, attributed Revelation to John, whom he considered to be the apostle.

Irenaeus, around 180 AD, in his treatise on heresies, frequently quotes Revelation and attributes its authorship to "John, the disciple of the Lord," a title that few would dare to deny refers to the apostle. His testimony is of particular interest because in his youth Irenaeus had known Polycarp, who in turn had a close relationship with John. He also mentioned that John wrote during the reign of Emperor Domitian (81-96 AD).

Meliton, bishop of Sardis and a contemporary of Irenaeus, wrote a commentary on John's Apocalypse that has not been preserved.

Writers in the early decades of the third century (Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, Origen, Hippolytus, and Cyprian) attribute the authorship of Revelation to the apostle John.

As we can see, there is strong support from early Christian writers that John was the author of Revelation. Attacks or doubts about his authorship arose much later, which means that they are not particularly relevant. For example, Dionysius of Alexandria (231 to 264 AD) questioned John's authorship based on alleged differences in style between the fourth gospel and the Apocalypse. After him, others have followed the same argument. However, although there may be some differences in style between the two documents, this can be easily explained if we take into account the difficulties John encountered in describing in Greek, which was not his mother tongue, revelations as extraordinary as those found in Revelation. Furthermore, we must not forget that the Gospel and Revelation belong to totally different literary genres, which undoubtedly should justify a significant part of these differences. On the other hand, those who question the authorship of the apostle John using this argument do not seem to take into account the many similarities between the Gospel and Revelation.

In any case, the argument of differences and similarities between books of the Bible written by the same person is constantly used in a capricious and abusive way by liberal critics. If they observe differences in style, they say that they cannot be the works of the same author, but if they present similarities in style, they argue that it is clear that a forger is trying to pass himself off as this or that apostle. But all this, far from being proof of scientific rigor, shows us the enormous prejudices with which certain people approach the biblical text.

Others have argued that there were different people with the name John, although nothing is known about the others, while John, the apostle of Jesus Christ, was well known in Christian circles at that time.

Literary style

Although we find several letters in Revelation (Rev. 2-3), most of its content is written in an apocalyptic style.

We can find other books of the Bible that include sections in this same style, such as Daniel, Ezekiel, and Zechariah. It was also a genre that proliferated among the Jews during the intertestamental period.

It is difficult to determine exactly what the apocalyptic style used in the Bible consists of, but there are some features that characterize it:

An apocalyptic writing claims to be a divine revelation, which usually comes through a heavenly intermediary.

This revelation is often communicated through visions. In many cases, an angelic interpreter reveals the meaning of the extraordinary things being seen.

This revelation promises divine intervention in the future of human history to end the times of distress and destroy all the evil of the present age. Its theme has to do with the inauguration of the Kingdom of God, which is always related to the coming of the Messiah of God. We can say that it contains a strong prophetic element.

In all of them, there is the notion that there are two worlds: the visible universe we know today and the perfect world that exists in heaven. These great cosmic forces that struggle behind human history are described through symbols (colors, numbers, animals, animal figures with human forms, cities). Angels and demons are also frequently present.

Some have suggested that one of the purposes of the apocalyptic genre was to avoid persecution, yet John repeatedly states that he is the author. Clearly, he was not hiding. The use of symbols was probably intended to express what would otherwise be very difficult to convey in concrete language.

It is important to note that this genre was also used by other authors outside the Bible, and in those cases we see notable differences.

In the case of the book of Revelation, we find the keys to its correct interpretation in the Old Testament, which is constantly quoted, something that does not happen with other apocalyptic works.

Secular authors use the names of important figures in Jewish history to give relevance to their works and gain an audience. For example: the Book of Ezra, the Book of Enoch, the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, the Apocalypse of Baruch, the Psalms of Solomon, the Assumption of Moses, the Martyrdom of Isaiah, the Apocalyptic of Isaiah, the Apocalyptic of Abraham, and the Testament of Abraham. This is something that does not happen with inspired authors, who always identify themselves by telling the truth. It is likely that John repeatedly states that he is the author in order to distance himself from other types of apocalyptic works.

In uninspired writings, it is virtually impossible to determine when, where, and for whom they were written. In contrast, Revelation clearly informs us about who its recipients were, where it was written, and under what circumstances.

Revelation was written in Greek, and experts tell us that it has a lively, powerful, and pictorial style. However, they also note that from a grammatical point of view, it is deficient and contains errors that no Greek would make. It is clear that Greek is not the author's mother tongue, but it often gives the impression that although he was writing in Greek, he was thinking in Hebrew.

Date of writing

Irenaeus wrote that John wrote Revelation towards the end of Domitian's reign (81 to 96 AD): "However, we will not venture to pronounce affirmatively concerning the name of the Antichrist; for if it had been necessary that his name be clearly revealed at this present time, it would have been announced by the one who contemplated the apocalyptic vision. For it was not so long ago that it was seen, but almost in our own time, toward the end of the reign of Domitian" (Against Heresies 5.30.3).

Victorinus, writing towards the end of the third century AD, says in his commentary on Revelation: "John, when he saw these things, was on the island of Patmos, condemned to the mines by the emperor Domitian. It was there that he had the revelation... When he was later released from the mines, he transmitted this revelation that he had received from God." Jerome is even more detailed: "In the year 14 after Nero's persecution, John was exiled to the island of Patmos, and there he wrote the Apocalypse... Upon Domitian's death, his actions being revoked by the Senate because of his excessive cruelty, he returned to Ephesus when Nerva was emperor." Eusebius says: "The apostle and evangelist John recounted these things to the churches when he returned from exile on the island after Domitian's death."

The content of the book describes times of persecution, which would correspond well with what happened during this emperor's reign.

Another argument that would confirm this date as probable is the decline of the churches in Asia, to which he addresses himself in chapters 2 and 3. Gone was the fervor of the churches founded by the apostle Paul before 66 AD. In addition, some heresies had also developed that are not mentioned earlier in the letters Paul had written to them.

Place of writing

John says that he was on the island of Patmos when he received the revelations of the book of Revelation (Rev. 1:9). It was probably also there that he wrote them down.

The island of Patmos is located in the Aegean Sea, about 100 km southwest of the city of Ephesus. The Roman government used it as a place of exile for criminals and delinquents. John says he was there "for the word of God and the testimony of Jesus."

Recipients

The first three chapters are in the form of letters and are addressed to the seven churches in the Roman province of Asia: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. These were the original recipients of Revelation.

However, the number seven is used very frequently in this book and always symbolizes completeness. This suggests that God's ultimate intention was for this book to be known and read by all people in all parts of the world and in all ages. This is also confirmed by what the book itself tells us:

(Rev. 1:3) "Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near."

Therefore, we can say that Revelation was initially written for the believers of seven local churches in Asia. These were simple people, not specialist theologians. Among them were some who were experiencing severe persecution and others who were living comfortably, satisfied with themselves. There were believers who were about to die at the hands of the world, and others who were dangerously accommodating themselves to the world. There were those who accepted the dangerous heresies that were being introduced into the churches, and there were also those who fought them vigorously. There were those who chose to be faithful to Christ at the cost of losing their reputation, their job, their freedom, and even their life, but there were also those who adapted to the world in order to free themselves from these things.

In any case, throughout Revelation there is a strong conflict of loyalties and great political, ideological, and spiritual pressure. So, although it was initially written for those churches in Asia, its message remains relevant and should be heard by the whole Church in every age and place.

Acceptance in the Church

The book of Revelation enjoyed rapid distribution, largely because each of the churches in Asia Minor to which it was addressed probably served as a distribution center to other areas around it. This was also helped by the fact that the message of Revelation announced a great crisis that the universal Church would soon face.

The fact is that this book was quickly known and read by believers throughout the Roman Empire, and this was because it was recognized from the beginning as part of the inspired Scripture. Proof of this is that many of the Christian leaders of the early centuries were familiar with this book and quoted it repeatedly in their writings.

Further proof of this is that it appears in the Muratorian Canon (170 AD), the oldest list of New Testament writings.

However, it is true that in later periods it raised doubts in some parts of the Eastern Church. This was largely due to the rejection of certain interpretations of Revelation. In response, some decided to question whether the apostle John was its author and whether it was truly inspired by God. Unfortunately, these conclusions were reached through discussions about its interpretation, without taking into account the abundant testimony that the early church had expressed in its favor.

However, despite this partial rejection in later times, it must be said that the book of Revelation appears in the oldest surviving manuscripts, such as the Sinaiticus, the Vaticanus, and the Alexandrinus.

Interestingly, it should also be noted that the leading theologians of the Protestant Reformation rejected the book of Revelation. Martin Luther did not consider it prophetic or apostolic, while John Calvin wrote a commentary on every book of the New Testament except Revelation.

Purpose

1. To reveal Christ to us in his heavenly glory

The main purpose of the book is expressed in the first verse: "The revelation of Jesus Christ" (Rev. 1:1). Its intention is to reveal Jesus Christ to us in a special way. It begins with a revelation of Christ in his present glory walking among the churches. We also see him seated on the throne of God and returning triumphantly to this world to judge his enemies. Therefore, the book wants to present Christ glorified in contrast to his humble presentation to the world at his first coming.

Jesus Christ is the central character of the entire book, but some often forget this and seem to be more interested in knowing more about the dragon and the beast than about the Lamb. And this is a terrible mistake, because it is the glorious person of the Lord Jesus Christ who fills the entire book. He is the Lord of the Church, the Son of Man, the slain Lamb, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Redeemer, the Son of God who sits on the throne, the Almighty and Sovereign God, the faithful and true witness, the beginning and the end, the alpha and the omega, the one who has the keys of death and Hades, the firstborn of the dead, the ruler of the kings of the earth, the invincible warrior riding a white horse, the one who rules all nations with a rod of iron, the Judge of the world, the Lord of history, the Word of God, the King of kings and Lord of lords, the root and lineage of David, the bright morning star, the Bridegroom, the light that illuminates the new Jerusalem, the one who is worshiped by all creation.

As Revelation so aptly puts it:

(Rev. 19:10) "The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."

2. Teaching us to worship God

This is one of the great needs of God's people today. In fact, many believers do not even know what worship is. Very often the term "praise" is used to refer to songs, but when we look at the lyrics, many of them have nothing to do with praise or worship.

To begin with, it would be important to differentiate between thanksgiving and worship. Most believers express their thanksgiving to God, which means they show their gratitude for all the things He gives them. But when we worship God, what we are doing is expressing our admiration for who He is, for the glory of His character, for the wonder of His person. Of course, gratitude is very important, but we must realize that worship goes much further than that.

Let's use an illustration. Imagine that a young man gives his fiancée a beautiful ring. There is no doubt that she will express her gratitude to him with emotion. And if another day he gives her flowers, she will also be happy and thank him. And she will do the same with everything she receives from him. It is not difficult for us to imagine that all of her boyfriend's gifts are important to this young woman, but it would be very sad if, every time she was with him, all she did was look at the gifts and talk about how happy she was with them. If that were the case, the young man would easily come to think that his girlfriend was more interested in the gifts he gave her than in him. And it would not be surprising if he also suspected that the day he could no longer give her gifts, she would lose interest in the relationship with him. The logical thing would be for her to be grateful for the gifts, but for her main interest to be in spending time with her boyfriend so she could admire his personality.

As believers, we should be grateful to God for everything we receive from him, but we must be careful that our relationship with him does not consist solely of thanking him for what he gives us and enjoying it. If that were to happen to us, the day God did not give us everything we expected, or took away something He had given us, we would easily complain bitterly to Him and our relationship would be seriously damaged. However, the same would not happen if this relationship were based on our admiration for His Person.

Let us now consider a biblical example. We all remember the story of Abraham. As God had promised him, He finally gave him a son, Isaac. But some time later, God spoke to Abraham again and commanded him to give up his son. What was Abraham's reaction? We find it in Genesis 22:5: "Then Abraham said to his servants, 'Stay here with the donkey, and I and the boy will go over there and worship, and we will return to you. This quote is very important because it is the first time the term "worship" appears in the Bible, and it is intended to show us its true essence. Let's think for a moment about what was happening: if Abraham's relationship with God consisted solely of thanking Him for His gifts, what would he do at this moment when God was not only not giving him anything, but was in fact commanding him to give up the most valuable thing he had? Now it is important to note that it is in this context that Abraham proposes to go and "worship" God. Therefore, we see that his worship consisted of surrendering everything he had to God. We find another similar example in the story of Job. Let us see what he did once God took away everything he had: "He fell to the ground and worshiped, and said, 'Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I shall return there. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord" (Job 1:20-21).

Where did Abraham and Job find the strength to worship in such adverse circumstances? Undoubtedly in the fact that they knew God well and knew that He was so wonderful that even if He took away everything they had, they would still gladly acknowledge Him and bow down before Him to worship Him.

We often say that God is wonderful, but do we know why He is? Undoubtedly, the answer to this question is related to doctrinal concepts that deal with the character of God. And here lies the problem for many believers: they are bored by doctrine.

Now, the book of Revelation will help us to know God better, and this will allow us to worship him in a much more correct way. We will see, for example, the reasons why the four living creatures, the twenty-four elders, millions upon millions of angels, and the redeemed of the Lamb who stand before the throne of God worship Him (Rev. 4:10-11) (Rev. 5:8-14) (Rev. 7:9-12) (Rev. 11:15-18) (Rev. 19:1-8).

It is always beautiful to hear people who truly know how to worship God. It is like when we visit an art museum and stand in front of a painting, but apart from the beautiful colors and some of the brushstrokes, we are unable to appreciate anything else. But everything changes when we are accompanied by a guide who explains all the details about its composition, the circumstances in which it was created, the author's purpose, the techniques used, the placement of the elements, the perspective, the treatment of color... In the end, we may feel a little ridiculous for not having been able to appreciate all that beauty before. And surely, something similar will happen to us when we hear all these heavenly beings worshiping God. This will help us to enrich our own worship.

3. Encouraging believers in the face of persecution

Another purpose of Revelation is to encourage believers to stand firm in the face of increasing persecution. John tells them that even if they have to suffer death for their faithfulness, their enemies will ultimately be destroyed and they will be vindicated at the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Then they will be resurrected and sit with him to reign eternally. Furthermore, he will wipe away their tears, and they will participate as the bride in the wedding of the Lamb. In contrast, Satan and all his allies will be defeated and suffer eternal condemnation in the lake of fire and brimstone. For the moment, Satan seems invincible, but Revelation reveals that his power is limited, while the Lord is the Almighty Sovereign who always has the last word. He is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. Believers needed to have this engraved on their minds and hearts in order to endure the temporary hardships they would have to go through. Only seeing their present situation in the light of the heavenly perspective could sustain them. We could say that this message is summarized in the letter received by the church in Smyrna:

(Rev. 2:10) "Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life."

This hope far transcends any present suffering and should even lead us to think that it is worth dying for Christ.

4. Filling the hearts of believers with joy and a new song

The book of Revelation not only seeks to encourage believers in the face of persecution, but also wants to give us a foretaste of heavenly joy.

It is true that throughout the book we find a terrifying description of the judgments of God that are to come upon this world, but at the same time, there is no other book in the Bible in which so many different beings appear singing their praises to God. In fact, when we hear these countless heavenly choirs singing, our own hearts are encouraged to join them.

Fortunately, some of the lyrics of their songs have been recorded. And this is where our surprise is probably even greater, because the theme of their songs has a lot to do with God's judgments (Rev. 5:8-14) (Rev. 14:1-3) (Rev. 15:1-4). And we wonder how the dreadful divine judgments described in Revelation can cause such joy among the heavenly creatures, to the point that they all join their voices in a song of praise. It is surely difficult to find any song among the many that Christian singers of our time have popularized whose lyrics have anything to do with the theme of God's judgments.

However, every time we pray as the Lord Jesus Christ taught us, "Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven" (Matthew 6:10), we are asking him to come and judge this world so that he may establish his Kingdom of justice here as well. Therefore, in Revelation, we not only find the saints who have already departed to heaven begging God to judge this world (Rev. 6:9-10), but we also see them rejoicing and singing when God is about to answer their petitions.

We must let these songs teach us what produces true heavenly joy, and be moved to join them in asking God to establish his Kingdom in this world and bring lasting justice.

5. Showing us God's plan for establishing his Kingdom

Any avid reader of the Bible will have noticed that it is not a book that reveals to us in chronological order the events that will take place in the future of this world. And the book of Revelation, which deals like no other with the events of the future, follows the same line.

However, even though we may not find all the details we would like to have about the order and timing of each event, we do have an accurate description of those events that are necessary for God to establish his kingdom in this world. Therefore, we should direct our efforts toward seeking the reason why certain things must happen in order for the Lord to establish his kingdom in this world, rather than trying to figure out the exact moment when they will take place. We must also accept that there are aspects of this program that God has not wanted to reveal with the clarity that we desire. In such cases, we must maintain an attitude of humility and focus on those other things that He has revealed.

6. Exhort the Church to be vigilant for the Second Coming of Christ

The book begins by presenting Christ as the Judge of the Church. We see him standing among seven golden candlesticks symbolizing the churches (Rev. 1:10-20). We notice that a sharp double-edged sword comes out of his mouth, with which he intends to separate the good from the bad. This is carried out in the next two chapters (Rev. 2-3), when Christ himself, who had been presented in the previous chapter, sends letters to each of the churches in which he acknowledges their good works and censures their bad behavior. It is important to note that Christ's judgment of the churches does not refer to a distant future, but is already happening in the present. Therefore, its purpose is to call Christians to faithfulness and to continually examine their actions to see if they are walking in the way that pleases God. The result of this judgment may lead Christ to remove the lampstand from its place if there is no repentance (Rev. 2:5), or, conversely, to receive "the crown of life" for faithful service (Rev. 2:10).

Along with this, we repeatedly find Christ's promise: "Behold, I am coming soon!" (Rev. 22:7). His purpose is for the Church to be prepared to receive him at his Second Coming. But it is also a serious warning to slumbering and complacent Christians to wake up, remain vigilant, and keep themselves separate from the world in view of Christ's imminent coming.

In this sense, it is curious that a book that was written to convey confidence and security to Christians at the end of the first century sometimes has the opposite effect in our day. They lived under threat, and they received it as a source of hope, but many of us, who live in peace, often receive it as threatening, as if God were coming to take away our peace with the terrible judgments that the book announces.

It is very likely that a part of the Church of Christ is living comfortably in the midst of the world, and it is to them that the heavenly voice heard by John is especially addressed:

(Rev. 18:4) "Then I heard another voice from heaven say: 'Come out of her, my people, so that you will not share in her sins, and so that you will not receive any of her plagues.

7. Illuminate the true nature of the spiritual conflict in which we find ourselves

This world has the ability to appear attractive, seductive, and entertaining. It offers man the satisfaction of all his aspirations apart from God. But the book of Revelation shows us the true face of the world.

It reveals that behind it is Satan himself. It is he who controls this entire system against God. In Revelation 17, he is presented as a great harlot who intoxicates the inhabitants of the earth with the wine of her fornication, and in Revelation 18, he is presented as a city, Babylon the Great, who deceives the nations with her sorcery. It is through deception that he manages to dominate this world, always promising men what he can never fulfill.

Another means it uses to establish its dominion is extreme cruelty. In (Rev. 13) we see that it sets itself up as a god and demands the worship of all men. Anyone who does not do so will be persecuted and killed.

The logical conclusion is that the world is much more dangerous than we often think. First it tries to seduce us with deception, and when that fails, it uses force. All of this should make us aware of the true nature of the spiritual conflict in which we are immersed and cause us to be alert.

8. Announcing God's judgments and a call to repentance

The book of Revelation exudes violence from every pore. First are the plagues unleashed by the opening of the seven seals, followed by those produced by the sounding of the seven trumpets, and ending with the terrible plagues of the seven bowls of God's wrath. Some have said that Revelation is far removed from the sensibility of the Sermon on the Mount, in which Jesus exhorted his disciples to flee from vengeance. Instead, a predominant theme in Revelation is God's vengeance on his enemies.

Now, while it is true that the Gospels exhort us to renounce personal vengeance, the reason given for doing so is that "vengeance belongs to the Lord" (Deut. 32:35) (Rom. 12:19) (Heb. 10:30). Obviously, this does not mean that Christians should renounce justice, but simply that they trust that God will ultimately restore it.

When we talk about restoring justice, we realize that there are many pending cases. Countless of them seem to have been forgotten forever because people have died and time has passed. But Revelation shows us that justice is important to God. He will finally raise all people from the dead, and he himself will sit on his throne to judge them. Then his holiness and justice, so often questioned, will be definitively vindicated. Everyone will see that sin will never go unpunished.

But it is very important to note that, along with all this, there is a permanent invitation to repentance and faith as the only way to be justified before God and delivered from his wrath.

Methods of interpretation

It is not surprising that the book of Revelation, with its numerous visions and symbols, has been interpreted in many different ways. Some have chosen to follow an allegorical method of exegesis in which the text is left to the imagination of the interpreter. When this happens, the truths of this book are lost in a maze of human inventions. But we believe that it is not legitimate to do such a thing, since the key to interpreting Revelation is found in the Bible itself. The multiple references to the rest of Scripture that we find in it give us the basis for its correct interpretation. But this will require on our part a thorough knowledge of all Scripture, especially the Old Testament, something that very few believers possess.

And in relation to the latter, it is necessary to emphasize that the sources John uses are biblical and have nothing to do with Jewish apocalyptic literature.

Another detail that has not always been taken into account is that this book deals with issues of the present, that is, the time when it was written, but also of the future:

(Rev. 1:19) "Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after this."

Forgetting this fundamental fact has led many to see in Revelation historical events related exclusively to the time in which John lived.

Below is a brief summary of the four most common methods of interpretation. Most commentators identify with one of them, although there are also some who adopt a combination of several.

1. Preterist interpretation

This interpretation understands Revelation exclusively in the light of the first-century context. It maintains that the events referred to in it took place at that time, mainly during the reigns of Nero and Domitian, and in the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. Therefore, we see that the emphasis is placed entirely on the conflict between the church and the Roman government during the first century.

This interpretation has the virtue of making a relevant application to the first recipients of the book, who were in a difficult situation due to increasing persecution and the emperor's demands to be worshipped.

But we find that it presents serious difficulties.

It does not take into account the progression of events announced in Revelation. For example, they interpret the accounts of the seven seals, the seven trumpets, and the seven bowls as referring to the same event that is repeated three times and was fully fulfilled in the first century.

Instead of understanding Revelation as a prophetic book, they interpret it as if it were past history. This makes its message meaningless to Christians in the post-first-century era.

But the most important issue has to do with their interpretation of each of the prophetic events in the book. For example, the beast was Emperor Nero, and the persecution referred to in Revelation occurred during his reign. The Second Coming of Christ already took place in the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem in 70 AD. And the great day of God's wrath has already taken place, which conveys to humanity that there is nothing left to worry about, and therefore, the grace of God that delivers us from the wrath to come is no longer relevant and does not need to be proclaimed.

2. The historicist interpretation

While the preterist places Revelation within the period in which it was written, the historicist interprets it as a prediction of events that will take place in this world until the time in which the exegete lives or lived.

Some of the difficulties with this system of interpretation are as follows:

It assigns very little importance to the first readers.

It is extremely subjective, as evidenced by the lack of essential agreement among its main followers. In fact, if the major events of history are outlined here, it should be possible to identify them with reasonable certainty, otherwise the prophecy would be worthless. However, this form of interpretation depends entirely on the historical moment in which the commentator lives. Its aim is to make the events of the end correspond to their own era, so the interpretation of history by someone who lived in the 15th, 17th, or 21st century will never be the same. Each new generation of interpreters will invalidate the conclusions of the previous one.

Although Revelation is a book that predicts human history, according to this line of interpretation, everyone outside of Western Europe is ignored.

The key to understanding Revelation does not lie in an understanding of the rest of biblical revelation, but in a thorough knowledge of the ecclesiastical and political history of Western Europe.

3. The futurist or eschatological interpretation

Most futurists maintain that the first three chapters of Revelation describe the dispensation of the church, while chapters four and five present the glorified Church after the rapture. From there on, everything that happens in the subsequent chapters has to do with Israel and describes a seven-year period that they define as the great tribulation, which they correspond to Daniel's seventieth week (Dan. 9:24-27). Chapter 20 deals with Christ's millennial reign on earth, and the last two chapters describe the eternal state.

Some objections have been raised to this method:

Revelation is the revelation of "the things that must soon take place" (Rev. 1:1). However, according to this interpretation, two thousand years have already passed and they have not yet taken place, so it seems that the term "soon" loses all its meaning. Although some respond to this argument by saying that God does not measure time as we do. The apostle Peter, speaking of the apparent delay in the coming of the Lord, said, "With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like a day" (2 Peter 3:8).

If the entire book is a prediction of what will happen in the last days, it would have no meaning for its first recipients.

Many of his opponents reject the idea of an earthly kingdom of Christ during the millennium. They say that Christ had announced that his kingdom was not of this world (John 18:36), and they find the idea that the redeemed could enjoy themselves with Christ on this earth very mundane. But Christ's kingdom in the millennium will not be like the kingdoms of this world, and there are a large number of prophecies in the Old Testament that announced a time of prosperity for Israel on this earth under the reign of the Messiah. So this objection seems to be based largely on theological prejudice.

4. The idealistic interpretation

This method suggests that the book of Revelation has no connection with any specific series of events in history, but is rather an expression of the essential principles by which God acts throughout history. It deals, for example, with the ongoing conflict between the Church and the world throughout its history, or the struggle between the kingdom of light and the kingdom of darkness.

There is no doubt that in Revelation, as in other books of the Bible, we find patterns that are applicable to all generations. And this makes it useful for Christians of any time who read it.

However, there is a serious objection that must be raised to this method of interpretation:

Denying any specific historical fulfillment implies that human history is not heading toward any concrete consummation. For example, the personal Second Coming of Christ to this world, the final resurrection of the dead, and the judgment before the great white throne are not literal future events, but rather occur constantly in a repetitive cycle in every generation.

Some characteristics of the book of Revelation

1. The use of the Old Testament

The book of Revelation makes extensive use of the Old Testament. Some scholars have counted that in the 404 verses of the book, there are 278 that contain some reference to the Old Testament. This means that more than half of this book depends on our understanding of the Old Testament.

However, John was exiled on the island of Patmos and would have had little access to copies of the biblical texts. For this reason, he does not make exact quotations, but rather allusions that depended on his memory. In any case, it is clear that John was very familiar with the entire Old Testament. The question now is whether we are, because otherwise we will not understand Revelation properly.

2. Symbols in Revelation

The use of symbols is a prominent feature of the book of Revelation. A symbol is the use of one thing to represent another. We use them constantly and understand them naturally, almost without realizing that they are symbols. For example, a cross reminds us of the Christian faith, a gold ring makes us think that the person wearing it is married, and a flag or national anthem reminds us of a country.

In Revelation, there is a wide variety of symbols. Colors, numbers, animals, and symbolic actions are used to describe great heavenly truths. In using symbols, the author does not always attempt to describe a coherent vision, but rather wants to convey ideas to us. In this sense, symbols allow for much greater freedom of expression and richness of content.

Symbols are suggestive and evocative; they challenge our imagination, suggest ideas, hint at concepts, evoke sensations, and inspire feelings. John constantly uses symbols because he finds traditional language extremely limited when it comes to explaining the eternal and ineffable. Therefore, Revelation is a living book, which, as we come to understand it, will create strong emotions in us, largely because of its content, of course, but also because of the way in which it is communicated to us.

The problem arises when it comes to interpreting these symbols. Many people find these texts full of symbolic language difficult and complicated, so they prefer not to read them because they feel intimidated by them.

How should symbols be interpreted?

The first step is to recognize a symbol as a symbol.

Since it is a symbol, we cannot interpret it literally, because then it will lose its true purpose. But neither should we let our imagination run wild, because this will lead us to fantastical interpretations that are unfortunately very common among some commentators.

Symbols must be understood within a specific context. For example, a skull and crossbones can have a very different meaning depending on the context in which we find it. If we were sailing the seas in the 18th century and came across this symbol on a ship's flag, we would immediately think it was a pirate ship. But if we saw it on a bottle, we would automatically understand that its contents are poisonous. It was often used to indicate the location of a cemetery, or on high-voltage towers to indicate the danger of electric shock. Depending on where we see the symbol, it will convey a different idea. Therefore, the first task in understanding it is to determine its context.

In Revelation, we have the advantage that many of the symbols are interpreted by the same heavenly messenger who accompanies John when he receives the revelation (Rev. 1:20) (Rev. 11:8) (Rev. 12:9) (Rev. 17:12,15).

Many of the symbols we find in Revelation come from the Old Testament, so in those cases we must interpret them in light of their original use to determine their full meaning.

In some cases, Revelation may use new symbols, and we must be extremely cautious in our attempt to interpret them.

Reflection

From here on, we begin our commentary on the text of Revelation, and we do so with a certain amount of fear and trepidation. On the one hand, we are fearful of adding to or taking away from the prophecy expressed in it and bringing upon ourselves the curse of God expressed so solemnly in its final lines (Rev. 22:18-19). On the other hand, we are uneasy about the level of controversy that the interpretation of Revelation has generated and continues to generate among God's people. For all these reasons, we want to make it clear that the conclusions we have reached in our study of the book and which we now present are not dogmas of faith that must be accepted without question, but are only an honest attempt to bring the Word of God closer to all people, always recognizing our own shortcomings and limitations.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The revelation of Jesus Christ - Revelation 1:1-3
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(Rev. 1:1-3) "The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near."

Introduction

In these first verses we find the title, the authors of the book, the recipients, a summary of its content, its purpose, and the blessing that comes as a result of meditating on and applying it.

Title

(Rev. 1:1) "The revelation of Jesus Christ"

This first sentence probably serves as the title of the work, but we should not overlook it, since it provides us with very important information about what we will find later in this book.

The first word, "apokalypsis," translated as "the revelation," means to remove the veil from something that remains hidden so that it can be seen. As we already know, man is incapable of penetrating the secret of the spiritual and eternal realities that lie beyond his senses, and this would remain so if God had not taken the initiative to make them known to us. And the book of Revelation is part of that written revelation that allows us to know those things about the future of human history that we would otherwise be completely unaware of. Therefore, we are dealing with a book that is not the fruit of human wisdom, but of divine inspiration.

As for the expression "of Jesus Christ," it can be interpreted in two different ways.

It can refer to the fact that this revelation comes from Jesus Christ. This would coincide with the statement we find at the end of the book:

(Rev. 22:16) "I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things in the churches."

But it can also be understood that Jesus Christ is the content of this revelation. This would be confirmed by the fact that the first vision given to us in Revelation has to do with the Lord Jesus Christ as he is now in his glory (Rev. 1:13-20).

At this point, we must make a very important observation. Many come to Revelation out of curiosity to know what will happen in the future. And it is true that when we study this book, we will find many prophecies about future events, but this should not cause us to lose sight of the fact that its fundamental purpose is to reveal Jesus Christ to us in the manifestation of his glory. Jesus Christ is the center of all Scripture, and if we take our eyes off him, we will lose the correct perspective to understand this book properly. After all, what the church needs today more than ever is a renewed vision of the glory of Jesus Christ. Therefore, we must limit our curiosity and stir up our love for the Lord. How great and glorious Christ is! May God help us to forget ourselves so that we may be enriched by him!

Authorship

(Rev. 1:1) "God gave it to him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John."

1. The author of the book of Revelation is God.

We have just considered that this revelation comes from Jesus Christ, but now it is added that he received it from God: "which God gave him." Therefore, God the Father is ultimately responsible for the revelation that Jesus Christ is to deliver to his angel so that he, in turn, may deliver it to his servant John.

The fact that the Father had given this revelation to the Son to communicate to men is something that the Lord Jesus Christ himself had emphasized repeatedly during his earthly ministry:

(Jn 7:16) "Jesus answered and said to them, 'My teaching is not mine, but His who sent me.'"

(Jn 8:28) "Jesus said to them, 'When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own, but I speak just as the Father taught me.'"

This does not mean that the Son is inferior to the Father. As he himself said, "Everything that the Father has is mine" (Jn 16:15). However, during his mission on earth, he took the position of a servant, obedient in everything to the Father who had sent him (Phil. 2:5-8). In this way, he achieved our salvation by dying for us on the Cross, and with his life he left us a perfect example of what it means to be a man after God's own heart.

2. The mediator of this revelation was "his angel."

God did not give this revelation directly to John, but sent it and "declared it by sending it through his angel." This is a fact that is repeated on other occasions in Revelation (Rev. 22:6, 16), and it is not the only book in which angels participate in transmitting God's revealed truth. We remember that Moses also received the law through angels (Acts 7:53) (Heb 2:2).

The role of angels in the book of Revelation is very prominent, since they not only deliver the revelation, but also help John to understand it (Rev. 17:1, 7, 15), and on other occasions they themselves execute God's judgments on this world (Rev. 7:2) (Rev. 8:5).

3. The writer of this revelation was "his servant John."

The first man to receive this revelation was John, who, as we will see later, was on the island of Patmos (Rev. 1:9). He was responsible for putting it in writing, so he must be considered the human author of the book of Revelation. This fact is also confirmed by several Christian writers of the first centuries.

However, it is curious that in Revelation John refers to himself by name, something he does not do in the Gospel or in the three epistles he also wrote. In any case, he refers to himself as "John" and describes himself as a "servant." He makes no mention that he was an apostle of Jesus Christ, because his audience undoubtedly knew him well.

On the other hand, it is important to note that John was a suitable person to write this book, since he had been a direct witness to the entire public ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ, was one of his twelve apostles, and was also well known in the churches of the time. Let us look at what he himself says at the beginning of his first letter:

(1 John 1:1-4) "That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life (for the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us); that which we have seen and heard we proclaim to you, so that you may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We write these things to you so that your joy may be complete."

John's simplicity and humility in referring to himself are significant, especially when we remember that both he and his brother James had asked the Lord for the privilege of sitting on his right and left in the kingdom of heaven. They, like the rest of the apostles, aspired to occupy the highest positions, but the Lord taught them an important lesson:

(Mark 10:42-44) "But Jesus called them to him and said, 'You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the nations lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. But it shall not be so among you; but whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all.'"

Now we see that John had come to regard it as a high honor to be a servant of God and of men.

The recipients

The text tells us that this revelation was given "to show his servants what must soon take place," from which we deduce that the recipients of this book were "his servants."

Now, who are these "servants" to whom this prophecy is addressed? Surely we must think that it has to do with everyone who reads or hears and keeps these things, as verse 3 clarifies:

(Rev. 1:3) "Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near."

This is undoubtedly a way of referring to believers. They are the ones who serve God according to what He Himself has revealed about His person and will. In fact, the book of Revelation frequently refers to believers as God's servants: (Rev 2:20) (Rev 6:11) (Rev 7:3). And we know from other parts of Scripture that God is pleased to reveal his plans to his servants: (Gen 18:17-18) (Amos 3:7) (John 15:15).

On the other hand, a little further on, we will see that John wrote to the seven churches in Asia, who were surely the first recipients of Revelation (Rev 1:4).

The content

(Rev 1:2) "Who has testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, and to all the things he has seen."

The content of the revelation to which John will bear witness is as follows:

The Word of God.

And the testimony of Jesus Christ, of all the things he saw.

The idea he wants to convey to us is that he omitted nothing.

Let us also note his assertion that what he was writing was "the word of God." And we must remember this, especially in our day, when so many theologians criticize this book. To reject it necessarily implies denying the testimony of one of the apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ, but also, and much more seriously, it would imply rejecting the prophecies that the Lord himself left us.

At this point, it may be helpful to reflect on why some theologians dislike the book of Revelation so much and deny its divine inspiration. They say that it contains many strange and extravagant things that cannot be taken seriously. On the other hand, they find the prophecies of the Old Testament more appealing, where social issues that are very much in vogue today are denounced. But in reality, it seems that where they really have a problem is in accepting the central theme of the book of Revelation: God is going to intervene directly in this world, and He is going to do so to establish the universal reign of His Messiah, and this will not depend on any human contribution, political or economic agreements that man could reach. And this is the point that seems to bother them especially. They do not believe that God has really intervened in this world, nor that he will do so again. They deny both the Incarnation of the Son of God and the possibility of his Second Coming. And all of this is really dangerous, because the religion that the Antichrist will impose when he appears in this world will be based on the same principle that they hold: there is no God out there, and no one but ourselves who can change this world. So it will not be surprising if, when the Antichrist manifests himself, many of the theologians who reject the book of Revelation are the first to offer him their support.

On the other hand, there are many who turn to the book of Revelation intrigued by what will happen in the future. It is a fact that man has always been interested in knowing the future. Many people faithfully read horoscopes, seek out Tarot card readers, have their palms read, feed on futuristic science fiction movies, or immerse themselves in the occult in a futile and sinful attempt to obtain information about the future.

However, all these attempts to know the future are in vain. There is only one who knows and declares the future: God. And only in the Scriptures can the truth revealed by Him be found.

(Isaiah 46:9-10) "Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure."

And Revelation is part of God's sure revelation concerning future events that will occur in this world. Throughout your study, we will see the "roadmap" that God has laid out to establish the kingdom of His beloved Son in this world.

Purpose

As for its purpose, we are told that it was given "to show his servants what must soon take place."

Now, the future events that this book speaks of and that must soon take place have to do fundamentally with the future "manifestation" of the Lord Jesus Christ in glory, and this will affect the whole world, so we must be well prepared.

To understand how this glorious manifestation of the Lord Jesus Christ will affect us, perhaps a story from the Old Testament can help us. In (1 Kings 1-2) we are told how King David prepared for the "manifestation" of King Solomon. In those days, David was already very old, and taking advantage of the situation, one of his sons named Adonijah proclaimed himself king of Israel. When David heard about this from his wife Bathsheba and the prophet Nathan, he reacted quickly by organizing the enthronement of his son Solomon, as he had determined long ago. To this end, he had his son ride on his mule, called all his servants to accompany him, and had the priest Zadok and the prophet Nathan anoint him as king. They sounded the trumpet, saying, "Long live King Solomon!" Finally, he sat on David's throne and reigned. Faced with these events, Adonijah became very nervous, and the people who were with him began to leave. It was dangerous to be on the opposing side when David was revealing who the true king was.

This story serves to illustrate what God will soon do when He publicly reveals who the true King of this world is. The heavens will open to present the Lord Jesus Christ in all His glory and majesty. He will come surrounded by His holy angels amid great cosmic signs and will gather all those who have believed in Him (Matthew 24:29-31). Then all the lineages of the earth that have opposed him will realize that they were on the wrong side and will search unsuccessfully for a place to hide. And the Lord explains these things to us so that we may place ourselves in the right position beforehand and not mix with the opposing side.

On the other hand, let us note that it says these things "must" happen. This denotes the absolutely certain fulfillment of God's plan. History is not mere chance, a succession of different eras leading nowhere, but rather has a purpose established by God. And that goal has to do with our Lord Jesus Christ ruling this world in righteousness.

Furthermore, these things must happen "soon." Now, let us not forget that this is God's time and not ours, and "with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day" (2 Peter 3:8). In any case, although we must understand it according to God's clock, and be clear that it in no way intends to define any specific time limit for its fulfillment, nevertheless, the proximity of these events should motivate us to live in holiness and obedience:

(2 Peter 3:14) "Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these things, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace."

It is true that many years have passed since this was written, and perhaps many believers have begun to grow cold, just as the Lord Jesus Christ warned would happen in the last days: "And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold" (Matthew 24:12). On another occasion, he told the parable of an unfaithful servant who reasoned and acted as follows: "My master is delayed in coming, and I will begin to beat the servants, both men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk" (Luke 12:45).

But according to the book of Revelation, everything that is said there
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