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"If you can't live longer,
live deeper." Italian proverb

None of us can predict how long we will live,
which is why it is so important to live each day with intention and
purpose.

"Truth is more valuable if
it takes you a few years to find it." French
proverb

INTRODUCTION


We rarely observe what the Bible really says. We are people
of the New Testament, a New Covenant sealed with the blood of Jesus
himself. The sacrifice made met all the requirements of a pure
gift. We must appreciate that the Jews brought Jesus to book
because he did not ascribe to their hypocritical way that they
observed the laws or practiced religion. God gave Ten Commandments
at Mt. Sinai; the Jews added another 613 statutes as if ten were
not sufficient. Jesus while empathizing with the situation whittled
the commandments down to only two. Today we are living in an age of
Grace; God in His wisdom knows that even one law can be hard for
us. Just love mankind and love God. Man has done things that are
toward the enhancement of man, not things that are towards
demonstrating the love of God and His power. We have no other point
of reference except the Bible!

SACRIFICES AND
TITHES

 A tedious and even perhaps ungodly
sacrificial system that was brought to an end through ‘divine’
intervention has currently been resurrected by greedy pastors,
purposed on extorting riches from naïve and susceptible Christians.
Well, this trend is also established in other religions but is
practiced much more in the Christian realm. It is much noticeable
in Christianity as a religion that has been successfully
established in the world aggressively for the last two millenniums,
an outcrop of Judaism and which consider itself as the best
benchmark of all religions of mankind!

Sacrifice is as old as humanity; it is an
ancient human expression of worshiping the creators or deities.
Before the gift of the biblical law, sacrifice where blood was
involved existed among Jews. A close examination of the
Judeo-Christian narrative reveals that sacrifice was not instituted
by God but by man sourced from a different form of religion today
viewed as paganism. Jesus declared that what is of man is for man
and what is of God is for God; that is nothing which God declared
will pass away, so if He was the genesis of blood sacrifice as a
declaration, it would still be practiced today.

“The grass
withers, the flower fades: but the word of our God shall stand for
ever.” Isa 40:8 

For fact, the God of Israel, through the
prophet Jeremiah denies initiating the elaborate sacrificial system
established by Moses:

“Thus says the
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Put your burnt offerings unto
your sacrifices, and eat flesh. For I spoke not unto your
fathers, nor commanded them in the day that I brought them out of
the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or
sacrifices: But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my
voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my people: and walk
ye in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well
unto you.” Jeremiah 7:21-23 

Why would Moses establish what God Had not
asked him? The answer is found in the next Biblical verse which is
shrouded in divorce protocol and the hardness of hearts of men as
said by Jesus;

“He said unto
them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to
put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so.”
Mat 19:8

You can take a man out of sacrifice but you
cannot take sacrifice out of him.

Moses, in his wisdom, structured into the
Judaic worship the local sacrificial practices to satisfy his
people of the presumed power and effect of blood sacrifice on
deities. He did this because of his conviction that the Jews were
not going to accept worship that did not involve real blood
sacrifice. God’s demand to Abraham to sacrifice his only son was in
tandem with the practices which were carried out in Ur of the
Chaldees.

In the end, the laws in the Bible became by
majority, the laws of Moses. Moses laid down the procedure which
removed shrines anywhere and centered them in the tabernacle before
the advent of the temples of worship for the Jews. The stringent
measure was that the sacrifices ceased to be offered in human form
and were only mediated by priests of the Levitical order. It was a
difference sought by Moses for his people in the face of the
‘pagan’ neighborhood. Perhaps his vision was to wean the Jew from
the art of blood sacrifice. When we look back in history, the
number of animals brought to alter for slaughter was enormous, the
action of slaughter itself gruesome with gallons of blood freely
flowing at the sacrificial stone.

Later, as sacrifice practice thrived and
attendants were fatigued from carrying their own animals for
slaughter from home to the temple, the priesthood eased this burden
by establishing a new law which allowed for the purchase of
sacrificial animals through the temple treasury meaning one had to
give money to the temple for the purchase of a sacrificial animal.
The trick was that you would not personally buy from a neighbor nor
send a neighbor to perform for you. The catch in the deal was that
only Jewish money was accepted for the purchase of temple
sacrifice! In no time, the priests had set up an exclusive
foreign-exchange bureau at the temple gate where any foreign money
had to be exchanged for the holy currency of Jewish nation for a
lucrative commission. Temple was in business and the priests were
at the helm of it.

The priests controlled the market for the
sacrificial animals used in the temple considering that the
exchange had to be done at the temple. The pilgrims suffered most
as they bought their sacrificial animals at the temple at inflated
prices. In effect, the temple became a den of robbers perpetuated
for and by priests themselves. The priests gained property and
could no longer be really declared as people without property (Ref
Mark 11:17). Jesus did not stop the offering of sacrifice, the Law
of Moses deed as it stipulated that sacrifices could only be
offered in the temple. (Ref Deut. 12:13-14). The Romans destroyed
the Jewish temple in AD70 thus making sacrifices not possible. What
happened in AD 70 eventually brought into a halt the old form of
sacrificial system.

The temple cannot be rebuilt without starting
a war that can annihilate Christianity, Judaism and Islam. The Dome
of the Rock and the Al Aqsa Mosque are now standing where the
Jerusalem Temple used to be, this, perhaps, can be attributed to
divine providence?

One might be tempted to imagine that the
destruction of the temple brought sacrificial practice entirely to
an end. The sacrificial practice may have ceased in the Jewish
Synagogues but it has been resurrect by a current crop of pastors
worldwide in Pentecostal churches. Sacrifice business is so
lucrative; those who are aware of the profit have introduced it in
different guises in the churches today. Indeed, animal sacrifice
has ceased, but sacrifice has been reintroduced under the Alter in
a different form!

The current form of sacrifice is done in
monetary form; the pastors of today are asking their congregants to
sacrifice their money so that they can receive multiplication. But
what does Bible say about this illegal trend?

“Wherewith shall
I come before the LORD, and
bow myself before the high God? shall I come
before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year
old? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
or with ten thousands of
rivers of oil? shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of
my body for the
sin of my soul? He hath showed thee, O man, what
is good; and what doth
the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and
to walk humbly with thy God?” Micah 6:6-8
(Ref Matt. 9:13).  

Jesus asked a rich young ruler to go and sell
all he had and give out the proceeds to the needy and then come
back and follow him. However, the pastor of today’s church, having
clothed the church in new vesture is asking the members of his/her
church to go sell their property and bring the proceeds to the
church and follow them! (Ref. Matt. 19: 16-21).

Our lives are carnal, God is
spirit; He cannot take our earthly gifts, not our tithes nor alms.
A new commandment has been created by pastors with veiled threat of
eternal condemnation. Truly speaking, God has nothing to do with
our alms or tithes. Look, God scorns at
our trivial attempts to pretend that we care about Him by
sacrificing our money and the gifts He has given
us.

“…I will take no
bullock out of thy house, nor
he goats out of thy folds…Do I eat the flesh of
bulls or drink the blood of goats?” He
asks! (Ref Psalms 50:8-13).

The wider understanding is found in David’s
remorse when his eyes are opened to the vastness of God’s mercies,
grace and form of ruler-ship (Ref Psalms 51).

Emphasis;
“For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I
give it: thou
delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God
are a broken spirit: a
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not
despise.”(Verse 16-17).

I like the assurance in that, ‘…O God, thou
wilt not despise!’

Biblically, money was not even given as
tithes. Money belongs to governments to Caesar, and they are used
to run the economy; to import goods and pay public servants.
Today’s church is in profitable business and is trying to keep
abreast with world economy for earthly things. The explanation why
money is given to the church today is to enrich the pastors who
have become wolves in sheep skins. They have usurped the position
of personal representatives of God on earth; they are taking the
money on behalf of God, so they say! They have rooted themselves
between people and God, they are standing at the door, neither
getting in nor going out.

“Beware of false
prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they
are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do
men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?”
(Matt 7:15-16). 

People today are gathering grapes from
thistles and they are not bothered and they care less, they are
fatigued by the whole circus.

A contrite heart, a broken spirit, mercy,
caring for others is among those small intricate sacrifices that
God cares for and counts. The rest of our struggles towards
enriching pastors are not in the list of God’s requirements from
us. Pastors’ demands and threats of eternal annihilation are pagan
in nature.

“He that hath
pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and that which he hath
given will he pay him again.” (Prov.
19:17; Ref Matt 25: 40, 45).

It is a matter of choice, one can choose to
honor God or man but whatever choice is taken, follows a
consequence.

Religion is about wit and understanding of
the deity that you are worshipping. One cannot worship blindly and
expect some particular outcomes. Consider the following
conversation between a teacher and his student to understand about
the minute details of religion and the continuity of all things
godly;

STUDENT: Can I ask you a question sir?

TEACHER: Yes!

STUDENT: How do you put a giraffe inside a
fridge?

TEACHER: I don’t know, perhaps cut it into
small pieces?

STUDENT: No, it is easy you just open the
fridge and put it in. I have another question!

TEACHER: Okay ask!

STUDENT: How do you then put a zebra inside
the fridge?

TEACHER: It's easy you just open the fridge
and put it in.

STUDENT: No sir! You just open the fridge
take out the giraffe and put the zebra in.

TEACHER: Ah! Ok!

STUDENT: Can I still ask another
question?

TEACHER: (Nods head warily).

STUDENT: If all the animals went to the
lion's birthday party, and one animal was missing which animal will
it be?

TEACHER: (With a winning grin) The Lion of
course! Because if it came to the party, it would the animals and
there will be no party.

STUDENT: No sir, it is the Zebra because you
put him in the fridge.

TEACHER: (Glaring for the triviality of the
answers). Are you kidding me?

STUDENT: No sir, I am not kidding you! One
more question.

TEACHER: Ok!

STUDENT: If there's a river full of
crocodiles and you wanted to cross, how would you?

TEACHER: There's no way, I would need a boat
to cross.

STUDENT: No sir, you just swim and cross it
as all the animals will be at the lion's birthday party!

The hard lesson is that in religion, the
process is linked such that the old, the present and the future is
in a continuous flow. Try acting outside that rule and there will
be no favourable response. The theft that occurred yesterday has to
be remedied today so that the abundance of tomorrow is not blocked.
Sacrifice and tithing is something that belongs to the nation of
Israel, not the church.

If you are a preacher or an evangelist as
such, it is wise to know that as a man of the book (bible) you have
to know your audience. Consider the following incidence in a
bus:

A preacher in a public bus started
preaching;

"Today I want to read to you Paul’s letter
to the Romans"

A drunkard at the back asked
him, "Why do you want to read to us Paul’s
letter to the Romans? Who gave you permission to open someone’s
letter? Or have you seen his wife in the bus?”

There was embarrassing laughter all
round in the bus as a friend of the drunkard joined in and
said, “He wants money from us, he is
unable to work in the field and thinks he can read us someone’s
letter for free cash.”

Truly, he had a hat in one hand which he
would have
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