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Ellis sat on the couch waiting for Lynn to get home with more boxes, thinking back to Lynn's birthday party and the events that caused today's move. She could still remember the morning after the party . . . They both jumped when the phone rang, they just lay there waiting on the answering machine to pick it up. Ellis cringed when she heard her dad's voice. "Ellis, are you home? I just got a call from your landlord saying something about a bunch of gay girls having sex in the yard. What the hell's going on? Were you having sex with Katie on somebody's car last night"?"

Ellis rubbed her head, which was pounding from the drama of the last few weeks: Andie and Jan causing a scene, Katie showing up before the party professing her love for Ellis, and Lynn trying to take a step back from their relationship after Ellis offered to share closet space with her. Ellis grunted, "Damn it, something's got to give here or my head is going to explode."

Lynn walked in with several boxes. "I thought you were on the phone. Did I hear you talking?"

"Uh, yeah, I was, guess I was talking to myself. Sorry, my head has been hurting for days and I don't know what I'm doing."

"I'm sorry you're not feeling well. Did you take something for it?"

"Yeah, I took something earlier, hopefully it will kick in soon. Do you need help with the boxes?"

Lynn walked over to Ellis, taking her by the hand. "Why don't you go lay down and put an ice pack on your head and maybe catch a quick nap? I'll get started packing up everything in the kitchen and we'll load the truck when you wake up." Lynn kissed Ellis lightly on the cheek, hesitating like she was thinking about kissing her on the lips, but she stepped away instead.

Ellis smiled at Lynn and turned to go to the bedroom. "I'm not going to argue with you since my head hurts so bad, but call me if you need help lifting anything." Ellis stopped at the bedroom door, turning to look at Lynn. "How long do you think it's going to take you to get over me asking you to move some of your stuff down here? I mean, was it really that bad?"

Lynn stopped taking stuff out of the cabinet and turned to look at Ellis. "No, it wasn't that bad, it just made me nervous that maybe we're moving too quick. I mean, we were still supposed to be having just date nights, not making love every night that we got a chance." Lynn hesitated, realizing what she had said. "I meant to say having sex constantly, instead of just casually dating like we had planned."

"I'm sorry I made you feel pressured or anything. Maybe we should slow things down a little bit. Well, I'm gonna lay down for a little while and maybe this headache will go away."

Lynn smiled. "Hopefully it will. I'll check on you in a little while and make sure you're doing okay." Lynn hesitated. "And Ellis, please don't think that I don't want to be with you. I just think we need to slow down some and take our time."

Ellis smiled at Lynn and closed the bedroom door behind her. Collapsing on the bed she fell asleep quickly. Ellis woke to the sound of voices in the kitchen; lying on the bed she listened as Lynn and Diane talked about the scene that Andie and Jan made at Lynn's birthday party.

"I feel bad that we have to move, like it's my fault since it was my ex that made the scene that's getting us kicked out." Lynn hesitated. "Ellis wouldn't blame it on me, but I still feel like it's my fault."

"Where is Ellis anyway? Didn't I see her car in the driveway?"

"She's taking a nap, trying to get rid of a headache that she's had pretty much ever since the party. I think she's getting sick and all this extra stress is not helping any."

Diane taped a box up as she asked, "Did the Andie thing stress her out that bad?"

"Well, that plus a few other things are going on too." Lynn could tell she might as well explain, judging by the curious look on Diane's face. "Katie came by before the party professing that she still loves Ellis and asked her to get back together. And..."

"What? What happened?" Diane asked persistently.

Lynn cleared her throat. "After the party Ellis took me into her closet to show me where she had cleaned out space for me to put some of my stuff, since I've been spending most of my nights in her room. I... I guess I panicked or something, 'cause the next day I told her I wanted to slow things down some."

"Why? I thought everything was going so good?"

"It is... or it was, I guess. I mean, I'm not sure, it just really dawned on me how much time I was spending in her room with her and it seemed like we had skipped the dating and jumped right into a full-time relationship. Now I'm just hoping I haven't messed everything up by wanting to take things just a little slower."

Diane walked over and hugged Lynn. "I'm sure it will be fine. I mean it's obvious that Ellis likes you a lot and she will be okay with taking things a little slower. But the better question is what the hell is wrong with Katie? I mean I've never met the girl, but really, can she not make up her mind or what?"

Lynn laughed. "I don't know what her deal is, but she's determined to wiggle her way back in to Ellis' life, and I'm just afraid me putting the brakes on our relationship might open the door for Katie to get what she wants."

Ellis jumped when the phone began to ring. Feeling her heart race, she listened as Lynn answered it then knocked quietly on the door to let Ellis know her mom was on the phone.
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Ellis hung up the phone and climbed out of the bed, going to the restroom to splash water on her face. She stood in front of the mirror checking to make sure her hair wasn't sticking up after taking a nap, finally deciding to put a ball cap on and just not worry about it. As she walked into the living room to help Lynn and Diane she asked, "Do y'all think we're gonna have enough boxes or do I need to go find some more?"

Diane called over her shoulder, "I brought some more with me, so I think there will be enough. Are you feeling any better?"

Ellis smiled at Diane. "I feel a little better. I think the nap helped some, but I'm going to go ahead and take some more medicine anyway." Ellis walked into the kitchen, grabbing a soda out of the fridge and some medicine. Ellis watched Lynn taking dishes out of the cabinet and wondered to herself if she should say anything about overhearing Lynn and Diane's conversation and decided against it. Maybe if Lynn was worried about Katie coming around it would help her make a decision about their relationship. "Do you need some help in here or do you want me to start packing the bathroom stuff?"

"I'm almost done in here, so go ahead and start in the bathroom and then we can take a load over there if you feel like it." Lynn hesitated and turned to Ellis.  "It's great that Pam is offering to let you rent to own her place, but do you think that's going to give Katie another excuse to show up uninvited?"

"I've asked her not to show up, but who knows what she will do? She doesn't seem to care what I want now any more than she did when we were together. I'll go get started on the bathroom, just yell when y'all are ready to take a load."

After about an hour more of packing they headed for their new place, driving up to find Pam and Katie walking out the back door. Ellis grunted as she got out of the truck, "Perfect, here on the very first trip." She waved to Pam and Katie while she guided Diane as she was backing the truck up to the porch. "That's good, park it there. Hey, girls, what are y'all doing here?"

Pam handed Ellis some keys. "I got y'all another set of keys and we were just checking to make sure they worked okay before we brought them by to y'all, but this is perfect timing. It looks like y'all have made a good dent in your packing – think you'll get it all moved in today?"

"I don't think we'll get it all today, but we should be able to finish tomorrow. We're going to get our beds on the next trip, so we can stay over here tonight and be unpacking what's already here. We're hoping to have everything here
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