

  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      PERFECT HUMANS PROJECT: SHAYLEN

    

    
      First edition. January 31, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 Candi V Usher.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8233692666

    

    
    
      Written by Candi V Usher.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Copyright Page

Perfect Humans Project: Shaylen

Table of Contents

Princess is Born

Crown

Selection

Chosen

Prim and Proper

King or Prince?

Hierarchy

Levels

Relationship

List of Books in Series

Also By Candi V Usher

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Perfect Humans Project: Shaylen

[image: ]


[image: ]

By Candi Usher

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Table of Contents


[image: ]


Table of Contents 2

Fight of Her Life 3

Princess is Born 4

Crown 15

Selection 28

Chosen 39

Prim and Proper 51

King or Prince? 62

Hierarchy 72

Levels 81

Relationship 89

List of Books in Series 97



​Fight of Her Life

[image: ]

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Princess is Born

[image: ]


Lajae looked over at her husband.  Their daughter was lying between them on the bed.  She had been placed on her stomach, yet kept flipping onto her back.  Shaylen Renee was a shock to her parents.  Lajae’s pregnancy had come as a surprise, as she and her husband, Jarvin, had been trying for years to have children.  They had finally found a clinic that would perform fertility treatments for them.  All the couple had to do was be willing to give DNA from their child or children for research.  Lajae and Jarvin were at the point where they were desperate.  They would do anything to have a baby.  So, they did.

Six months after their application to The Covenant Research Facility was approved, and their first round of IVF and checkups completed, Lajae and Jarvin found out they were pregnant.  The agreement with the research facility required that all of Lajae’s obstetric care be facilitated through The Covenant.  There were weekly tests and ultrasounds.  The Covenant ensured the pregnancy was stable and that Lajae stayed well-nourished.  She was also given IV supplements during some of the visits because the obstetrician would say what Lajae was eating wasn’t enough to sustain the baby.  The supplements made her feel strange, but she was willing to do anything for her baby.  

Lajae and Jarvin did notice one small thing during the appointments that seemed strange.  The ultrasound technicians would be different every visit, and they never explained much about the baby.  The husband and wife could tell a lot of information was being gathered, yet it was never conveyed to them.  It seemed like the pregnancy in and of itself was a secret not even to be shared with the parents.  Jarvin would brush it off as possible special care for the baby, and not want to concern Lajae.  Both were in their late thirties when the pregnancy occurred.  No one wanted to bring up fear or concern when it wasn’t necessary.  At least, that's what Jarvin and Lajae kept telling themselves.  Lajae felt deep in her heart that something was amiss, but she kept that feeling there.  If it became anything more, then she would act on it.

At one of the appointments further into the pregnancy, the obstetrician claimed Lajae had a mass in her uterus.  They said it wasn’t a concern, but neither Lajae nor Jarvin was sure about it.  It was something else they buried in their hearts for later.  There was never any indication that the mass would harm the baby or Lajae.  The timing of finding the mass was odd, though.  Almost six months into the pregnancy had passed before it was even mentioned.  Lajae and Jarvin felt everyone knew before them, including the ultrasound technicians.  It was made known that the delivery of the baby would have to be via C-section for safety and the removal of the mass.  The soon-to-be parents agreed to whatever would ensure the safe birth of their child. 

Three months later, Shaylen Renee made her debut.  She was the princess her parents had been waiting for.  What her parents didn’t know was that the baby girl was also the one The Covenant had been waiting for.  Their research institute had been doing experiments, the cult wanting to take over not just Chiva, but every piece of the world that they could.  No one else was aware of the Covenant plans.  The Head Elder planned to keep it that way.  Shaylen was just the beginning.  There was so much more, and many more to come.  Even if he were gone, The Covenant would continue taking over every person and city, creating what Head Elder considered “Perfect Humans”.  He had already started gene manipulation with Shaylen.  The Covenant facility was created just for this development, and the succeeding generations would create better DNA and genes through IVF and gene crossing.  This would lead to more intelligent, perfect humans controlled by The Covenant.

Shaylen was the light of her parents’ lives.  She was well beyond her age in everything.  It seemed as if she learned everything quickly.  Her flipping over from her stomach to her back at only six weeks old had her parents in shock.  Lajae and Jarvin noticed Shaylen would attempt to hold her own bottle.  She had already accomplished holding her head up.  They noticed Shaylen would pay attention to their lip movements, trying to mimic them when they were talking to her.  The couple’s baby was extraordinary, although she was born to seemingly ordinary parents.  Lajae was an IT, and Jarvin had a degree in biology, even though he didn’t need it at his current job at the state university.  Nothing about either of them screamed “genius”, yet they had given birth to a daughter who obviously was one.

“Do we tell her pediatrician how advanced she is, or do we keep it to ourselves?  Shaylen has an appointment in the morning.  I’m concerned that The Covenant isn’t as safe for our daughter or us.”  Lajae looked up from watching Shaylen.

Jarvin had the same concern in his eyes.  “I have something to tell you.  The Covenant just offered me a job at their institute.  They want to send me to school for genetic education.  You know I already have a degree in biology, even though I don’t use it.”

“Do you think you should take it?”  Lajae asked.  “Aren’t we already in too deep with them?  Granted, the institute gave us our daughter.  But is it worth digging a deeper hole?”

“I don’t know what to do right now.  This job could really help us.  We may have the chance to have another baby.”  Jarvin looked down at Shaylen, who was staring at him and trying to mimic his words.  “Do we want another child, or do we just stay with Shaylen?”

“Shaylen is more than enough for us.  I think something more is going on with The Covenant.  Maybe we can find some information if you let them train you; it could be to your benefit.”  Jarvin could see the wheels turning in Lajae’s mind.  “I received an offer to do some maintenance work at this place called The Company.  Between my computer skills and your upcoming genetics degree, we can make some sense of what’s happening to our daughter.”

Jarvin knew he and Lajae would have to make a major decision.  This wasn’t just about their family.  It was a concern about Shaylen and what would happen if she were taken from The Covenant.  There was no telling what the doctors at the institute were thinking.  So many tests were run that the parents were sure there was something dangerous going on, and they ended up unfortunately stepping into it without trying.  Now, they needed to protect their daughter at all costs.

Lajae began to ponder out loud.  “What if we send Shaylen to my mother?  At least for the next few years, until we figure out everything happening with The Covenant.”

Jarvin considered that idea.  “That’s not a bad idea.  Now that I think about it, there weren’t many families there when we went through the IVF treatments.  Also, I noticed that most of the people there were just like us.  Ordinary people looking to have their own children.”

“Now that you mention it, that does seem strange.  My appointments weren’t all that busy.  Like, barely anyone was there for their own checkups.  All the ultrasound rooms seemed to be secretive.  Even the doctor’s offices couldn’t be just walked into.”  Lajae began to worry that she and Jarvin had decided they could never come back from.

Jarvin grabbed Lajae’s hand. “Pack everything for Shaylen.  After her appointment tomorrow, we’re going to your mom’s house for a while.  I have a feeling that something is about to go wrong.  If nothing else, I want you and our baby protected.”  

Lajae didn’t hesitate to agree.  She made sure Shaylen was safe on the bed, then moved to place the baby’s clothes and shoes into a suitcase.  She walked to the closet and began snatching her things off the hangers.  Lajae threw them into another empty suitcase, then did the same with Jarvin’s clothes.  She didn’t want to wait until Shaylen’s appointment to leave.  Her heart told her they should leave that night.  Just as Lajae was closing the suitcases, there was a knock on their door.  

Jarvin motioned for Lajae to grab Shaylen as he walked to the door.  He looked through the peephole, noticing officers on the other side of the door.  “Hi, officers.  How can I help you?” Jarvin questioned after he opened the door a crack.  Something told him not to trust anyone standing there.

“We need you to come with us.”  That was all one of the officers said before something was sprayed in Jarvin’s face.  As soon as he hit the floor, Lajae took off running with Shaylen from the noise.  She didn’t get far.  The officer at the door sprayed her face, then reached out to catch the baby before Lajae could land on the ground. 

The officer at the back door walked around to the front, where an SUV was parked on the sidewalk.  She placed Shaylen in a car seat in the back seat, then climbed in next to her.  “Mission complete.  Let’ s go.”  The officer spoke to the officer in the driver’s seat who had sprayed Jarvin.  The two left without a glance back.
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​Head Elder was feeling fulfilled.  The beginning of the Perfect Humans Project was almost a success.  One of the first children had been born and was developing well.  Well, she and her twin.  No one but he and the doctors knew about the other baby.  Her parents had been told that it was just a mass in her uterus, and that it would be removed when she had the baby.  The woman hadn’t the slightest clue what had happened to her, or that she had another daughter.  The twin was at the compound, making exceptional strides in her growth.  Being watched with her were a set of identical twin boys.  The boys had been genetically manipulated just as the girls had.  The difference was that the boys’ eyes were golden.  Also, the girls' fertilization was from their biological father with some
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Fight of Her Life

Afight to the end is not the end of
the fight

Its just the beginning of the next
battle.

As she stands, hands up, waiting
forthe next swing

She shifts her feet, waiting for the
impact.

Life keeps throwing blows that are
hard to keep up with

Yet she refuses to let it beat her
day after day

At some point, she will begin
‘winning these fights

Butuntilthen, she'l keep the score
of what she owes lfe.
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