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			Book Presentation: Flying High by William F. Buckley, Jr.

			Book Abstract

			Flying High is Buckley’s recollection of the conservative revolution in the Republican Party during the mid-50s and 60s. While this movement was gaining traction, conservative leaders knew that ideals weren’t enough to change the way the country was run. They would need a candidate, and in 1964, the man they turned to was Arizona Senator Barry Goldwater. Through personal conversations, letters, and experiences, Buckley recalls the highlights and successes as well as the mistakes made during the Goldwater quest for the White House. The book is written as Buckley’s intimate view of the preparation and immediate aftermath of the campaign as well as a warning to the current conservative movement in search of a standard bearer. He shares how Goldwater was in many ways the perfect choice as a spokesman for conservative ideals, but those qualities that made him so good were also the source of his downfall.

			About the Author

			William F. Buckley, Jr. is the founder and former editor of National Review and former host of Firing Line. Considered one of the intellectual leaders of the Right since the 1950s, he is the author of more than 50 works of fiction and non-fiction. His column, On the Right, appears in newspapers around the country. He was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1991.

		


		
			Summary of Flying High (William F. Buckley, Jr.)

			Stirrings in Chicago

			During the Chicago Republican convention of 1960, the reigning conservative was outgoing president Dwight Eisenhower, but there were growing concerns about his leadership going forward. He had lost the faith of many conservatives who believed he had neglected several opportunities to cement his identification with the Right wing. Once elected, Eisenhower called for moderate Republicanism, which included creating a Department of Health, Education and Welfare, launching the Interstate Highway program, expanding Social Security, and increasing the minimum wage. While he vetoed some expensive Democrat programs, overall spending had increased 18% during his presidency.

			In Chicago, the constituency wanted something different. Conservatives were resolved to resist collectivist solutions to problems at home and unprofitable accommodations in foreign policy. Their insights and formulations on issues such as Communism, welfare, and education were being ignored, suppressed, or misrepresented by others on the political scene.

			A Figure in the Shadows

			While many Republicans saw the promise of Senator Joe McCarthy because of his stand against Communism, he had become irredeemably sloppy and his censure ruled him out as a leader for the future of the party. Conservatives found the selected candidate, Vice President Richard Nixon, somewhat reassuring because of his independent political reputation. And second only to McCarthy, he was hated by the Left.

			But many Republicans, especially the younger ones, weren’t satisfied. They found Nixon too accommodating and too much of an excuse maker. There was nothing stirring about him, an essential element needed to defeat the young Massachusetts Senator, John F. Kennedy. The person those and other Republicans saw as the future leader of the party was a figure in the shadows and only one week after Nixon was elected as the Republican candidate for President, a few conservatives decided to figure out how to get this figure into the limelight.

			The Conservative Bible

			Barry Goldwater wasn’t even considered a candidate for Vice President in 1960, but he had arrived as a political figure of singular eminence to the majority of delegates. This was because of The Conscience of a Conservative, a tiny book of political and moral commandments by Goldwater. No one expected the book, published by a vanity house with an initial press run of just 5,000 copies, would become so popular. But by the time the Chicago convention came around, it had sold tens of thousands of copies and was even being likened to Thomas Paine’s Common Sense.

			The book was actually written by Brent Bozzell, a Yale lawyer and husband of Priscilla Buckley. Bozzell was the former managing editor of National Review, a magazine focused on giving conservative analysis of current events. Bozell had made his mark in the capital as the unofficial spokesman for Joe McCarthy. Conscience had a clear objective; it was to be a response to the liberal policies of Eisenhower and offer a fresh life to conservative doctrine and Goldwater was considered the perfect “official” author.

			Goldwater’s charm and savoir-faire was new to politics. He was a hardy naturalist, son of the Arizona desert, and a curious man. Nothing failed to attract his attention. He was self-reliant, unpretentious, unshakably honest, and handsome. Most importantly, he possessed the deep integrity and sense of decency that made him the perfect spokesman for a movement.

			As the 1960 campaign swung into high gear, Goldwater approached Bozell about an essay he had in mind that he wanted Bozell to write. He wanted it to be about U.S. policy toward the Soviet Union and a rebuke to the accommodation-ist line prevailing in Washington. Published in the National Review, the result was the most distinctive essay ever written on the nature of the Communist threat and the responsibilities of the U.S.

			Building a National Reputation

			Young conservatives in particular were enthusiastic about Goldwater and viewed Conscience with near scriptural authority. Within a month and a half of the 1960 convention, a group of young Republicans, with the help of various friends and a dozen representatives of the National Review, formed the Young Americans for Freedom with a statement of beliefs around faith, state’s rights, and the sovereignty of the free market. Their candidate of choice for the future was Barry Goldwater.

			Goldwater also increased his national exposure because of his confrontations with the American labor movement in the late 1950s. He once referred to the leaders of the United Auto Workers as a more dangerous menace than Russia. In an effort to combat the unions, he proposed six new laws that would become the backbone of resistance to labor union excess for decades to come. His proposals struck most industrial observers as levelheaded and although they weren’t adopted, they still stand as a model of clear thinking about labor law. As a result of his proposals, several states passed “right to work” laws forbidding contracts that required employees to join a labor union.

			As Goldwater’s public standing and popularity rose, some national Republican polls named him as one of three candidates for the next presidential nomination.

			The Campaign Begins

			As leading conservatives began to focus on convincing Goldwater to enter the race for the White House, they joined the original group that met one week after the 1960 convention. The original group included William F. Buckley and Brent Bozzell. When new men, close friends of Goldwater such as Bill Baroody joined, they began to push Buckley and Bozzell out. In addition, damaging leaks from secret meetings created internal strife and mistrust.

			Although it was expected that Clif White would head up the Draft Goldwater Committee, a close friend of Goldwater’s, Denison Kitchel, took on that position despite rumblings that he knew very little about the political campaigning process.

			The main question of the campaign was whether or not it could succeed in popularizing the libertarian precepts of Conscience. Newcomers to the drafting committee, including some senators, congressmen, and major GOP contributors, wanted to use it as a blueprint for the campaign. The book laid out very clear views on the issues of importance in an almost rhetorical melody. The short sentences were very quotable and easy to commit to memory and the book was loaded with data that seemed to answer all the unwritten questions.

			Still, the language was new and different and a switch from the direction Eisenhower and Nixon had taken the party in. If Goldwater was going to run a successful campaign, they would have to focus on appealing to the conservative conscience of America.

			A Turning Point

			By December 1963, Goldwater had agreed to enter the presidential race. Things had gone as predicted until the California primary came around. While both Pennsylvania Governor William Scranton and Congressman Henry Cabot Lodge were contenders for the Republican nomination, Goldwater’s main competition was New York Governor Nelson Rockefeller. Going into California, Rockefeller had his own endless supply of cash and the moderate wing of the GOP backing him was substantially endowed. He had also recently won in Oregon and had the backing of several major California dailies. But Goldwater’s momentum had finally kicked in. His supporters were many and they were resolute.

			In addition to men like Bill Rusher, publisher of the National Review, other conservatives such as Ronald Reagan and John Wayne proclaimed their support of Goldwater. Students across the state showed their support as well. At the same time, Phyllis Schaffly, who had been a longtime supporter of Goldwater, published A Choice Not an Echo, exposing East Coast kingmakers, excessive federal spending, and thoughtless foreign entanglements. The book, which had sold 600,000 copies by the day of the California primaries, was an unofficial endorsement of Goldwater’s candidacy.

			Despite all the hoopla of the primary, in the end, one person became the central figure helping Goldwater eek out a victory. Four days before the primary, Nelson Rockefeller Jr. was born. There was no way to hide his birth and no way to ignore the infidelity, divorce, and second marriage that had brought it about. America was not ready for a divorced and remarried president.

			After California

			Despite the loss in California, Rockefeller wasn’t ready to end his bid for the nomination. He was certain that if Goldwater became the nominee, he wasn’t going to win in November. Rockefeller knew it would be hard enough for him to beat Lyndon Johnson now that President Kennedy had been assassinated, but Goldwater’s chances were much less. After California, Rockefeller told his close advisors that if Goldwater was nominated by the party, he would campaign “half-heavily” for him.

			Following California, it was clear to most that Goldwater would be the Republican candidate for president. The next step was to focus on what the platform would be and on which issues Goldwater was most vulnerable.

			One issue Goldwater’s team was very concerned about was his voting position on the Civil Rights Act before Congress. Thanks to FDR’s New Deal and President Kennedy, the Democrats had leveraged their position in politics to be seen as the party of reform and social conscience. Lyndon Johnson ardently backed the 1964 Act. Would the Republican platform approach the Act in true Conscience form, as standing against it on the
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					94% of American’s believed that government had been lax on security.

					88% agreed that prayer in school should be reinstated.

					64% believed that Goldwater was uniquely serious about wanting to curb extremist groups.

					60% felt that government power should be trimmed.

					60% agreed that state welfare without stringent eligibility rules encouraged laziness.

					50% believed that Goldwater would do a better job than Johnson on the issues of morality and corruption in the government.
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